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NBC Planning Star Suds Sagas 
In Drive for Housewife Audience 





Hollywood, July 1l. + 
Stars in the suds is the new soap | 


opera formula. Top Hollywood 
names—including Mary Pickford, | 
Rosalind Russell, Charles Boyer 
Burt Lancaster and Gloria Swanson 
——_may soon be bending over the 
washboard weepers as part of a) 
new NBC daytime programming | 
offensive. 

The plan follows completion by | 
the web of a special survey, which | 
covered rating histories for the | 
past four years and reveals that the | 
sentimental sagas continue tops in|} 
before-dark audience preferences. 


To the proven appeal of the serials, | Plaza’s bid, stating she is not a4 


NBC’s AM program veepee Bud | 


Barry now wants to add the lure of | Lillie’s debut in U. S. cafes, al-| 248 experienced s 


established picture personalities. | 

Miss Pickford is being mulled as 
narrator of “The Bough Breaks,” 
an airer dealing with the problems 
of divorce. Miss Russell would 
star in ‘“‘Boss Lady,” dramatizing a 
career woman’s life. And Miss 
Swanson would play in a strip on 
which romantic and family prob- 
lems would be enacted, with the 
screen actress then giving her solu- 
tion. 

Lancaster is being considered for 
“The Doctor,” expansion of a half- 
hour once-weekly show NBC has 

(Continued on page 47) 





Qiler’s Dramatic 
Series From H’wood 
First War Casualty 


Hollywood, July 11. 

First TV casualty attributable to 
the shooting war in Korea is 
“Writers Theatre,” half-hour dra- 
matic series, which was, to all in- 
tents and purposes, sold, sealed 
and delivered. A major oil company 
“firmed” the deal but at 11th hour 
abandoned it temporarily after a 
hastily-called board meeting in 
New York. 

If conditions improve in the 
Pacific between now and Septem- 
ber, the contracts may be called up 
for signing. Time had been re- 
served on one of the networks and 
Series was to be filmed in Holly- 
wood but oilmen decreed this is no 





time for an entry into television. 
Paul and Jack Warwick came out | 


Bea Lillie’s U. S. Nitery 
Bow at Persian Rm., N.Y. 


Beatrice Lillie looks set to re- 
open the Henry Dreyfus-redecorat- 
ed Persian Room of the Hotel 
Plaza, N. Y., this fall. It is a mat- 
ters of terms now. This would set 
back Celeste Holm, who can only 
do the supper show because of her 
legit commitment, 
State,” a straight play. 

Marlene Dietrich nixed the 


saloon artist. This marks Miss 
though she has worked in London 
niteries. 


Miami Summer 
Resort Bally 
Now Paying Off 


By LARY SOLLOWAY 


Miami Beach, July 10. 
The greater Miami area seems to 
have come into its own as a sum- 
mer (as well as winter) resort, with 
the twin cities and other South 
Florida sun-fun spots jammed with 
tourists from the majority of the 
48 states. Influx can be credited to 
all-out ad campaigns by the air- 
lines and heavy expenditures on 
space. by agencies handling the re- 

sort cities, as well as all Florida. 
With the jamup, which began in 
mid-June, reports by the leading 
hostelries indicate this sector of 
the country can look to heavy biz 
until end of August. It is the first 
time in the area’s history that ho- 


(Continued on page 53) 


Conrads Quit Show Biz 


For Volunteers of America 
Detroit, July 11. 


William Conrad, 
peter with name bands, and his 








“Afairs - of] 


former trum- | 


from N. Y. to negotiate the deal | wife, Marianne Dunn, former torch 
with Don Sharpe, agenting for | singer, have renounced the dance 
“Writers Theatre,” and returned| band world for the Volunteers of 
With everything they needed ex-|America. They’re now stationed at 


cept what they needed most—the | 
Sponsor’s John Henry. 


DECCA’S ‘45’ DECISION 
LAID TO WAR SITUATION 


War situation in Korea and its | 
threatening implications are re-| 
8arded in industry circles as a key | 
factor in Decca’s decision to con- 
vert to 45 rpm. (Details in Music 
Section), 

War threat means shortage of 
Shellac which comes largely from 
the Far East. The new platters 


Tepresent at least a 25% material 
Saving, 








Detroit. 

The pair were “converted” by a 
minister of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. Conrad now 
works with truck collectors. His 
wife, a blonde looker, serves in 
the group’s public school clothing 
center. 

Miss Dunn’s parents, Major and 
Mrs. John H. Dunn, were former 


| vaudevillians. They’re in the Vol- 


unteers in Akron. 

Conrad played with Gene Krupa, 
Ted Weems, Joe Venuti, Frankie 
Masters and others. Miss Dunn 
sang with Jack Teagarden, Ted 
Weems and others. She appeared 
in “Birth of the Blues” (Par), with 
Bing Crosby in 1942, 





ACTS AND AGENTS 
FEAR TV INROADS 


Talent agency men are begin- 
ning to worry about the effects of 
| television variety shows on the 
|vaude industry. Tele’s free shows 
| are proving too much competition 
to theatres. While many are still 
saying that video is trailerizing 
|live talent and effects won’t be 
|fully noted for some time, a pessi- 
'mistic note is currently clouding 
the thinking on that subject. 


| 
| Reason for an increasing doubt 





| as to the efficacy cf tele as an aid to 
| stage shows has come with the real- 
ization that the current summer is 
'one of the worst that vaudeville 
ince the depth of 
‘the depression. Bookings, except 
for New York and Chicago, and a 
handful of theatres in scattered 
cities, have been steadily dwin- 
dling. The fall is expected to see 
an upswing, but whether the in- 
crease will hold up in view of the 
expensive vaudeo shows set for the 
fall, remains to be seen. 

Agency men feel that there’s no 
remedy in sight for tele’s boxoffice 
inroads. It may be possible to 
overcome the slim b.o. by top film 
names, but most aren’t taking to 
theatre dates and those that might 
turn the tide are demanding pro- 
hibitive guarantees. 

Percenters are looking for some 
idea, such as the swing band vogue, 
which when introduced in 1936 
brought hefty grosses into vauders 
and helped open up a multitude of 
time throughout the country. To- 
day, only a handful of bands can 
draw heavy grosses. 

Some agency men feel that while 
tele is cutting into theatre grosses, 
| basic reason for decline in vaud- 
|ers is tied in with the general econ- 
‘omy. Costs of necessities are still 
{high and amount of money avail- 
‘able for entertainment is believed 
to be at a low ebb. It’s declared 
that because of high prices, many 
families are content to stay in ard 
watch video rather than go out 
even for an inexpensive evening. 

Lower prices for television sets 
and lineup of top talent to be 
preemed in the fall indicate to 
,the percenters that the worst is 
| eee to come. 

















Foy’s Feel for Felons 
Chicago, July 11. 

Let Bryan Foy smell a new 
angle on a prison yarn and it 
would take an Alcatraz to hold 
him back.. That’s how come 
the Warner Bros. producer ar- 
rived here this week, less than 
48 hours after four inmates at 
the Marquette prison in Mar- 
quette, Mich., attempted to 
take Gov. G. Mennen Williams 
as a hostage while he was on 
an inspection tour. 

Foy, whose production ac- 
tivities have taken him in and 
out of more jails than a four- 
time offender, is here to get 
more dope on the Marquette 
incident and will head to 
Michigan this week for a first- 
hand look, 
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| : 
‘Margaret Truman’s 
Commercial TV Bow 


Washington, July 11. 

| Margaret Truman is set to make 
|her debut on a commercial video 
'variety show on Ed _ Sullivan’s 
“Toast of the Town” over CBS, 
| Oct. 29. : 

/ Daughter of Pres. Truman has 
|'made an occasional tele appear- 
| ance, but this will be her first on 
a program without a public-service 
| aspect. Miss Truman appeared 
|several years ago on a telecast of 
|a Boy Scout conclave at Madison 


| Square Garden, N. Y. 


| 


| 
| 


NBC $2,000,000 
Bid for Schnoz? 
Vamps M-G Pact 


New wave of bidding between 
NBC and CBS for services of 
Jimmy Durante on TV _ broke 
out anew this week following re- 
ports from the Coast that the 
comedian had bought up his con- 
tract from Metro at $75,000, mak- 
ing him a free agent in the video 
programming sweepstakes. M-G 
contract still had a year to go. 

Durante recently broke off with 
| his Camel radio sponsor because of 
| his refusal to turn over TV rights 
| to the tobacco company upon ex- 
| piration of his Metro contract. 

NBC reportedly has the inside 
| track on Durante’s services, with a 
figure of $2,000,000 for an exclu- 
| Sive AM-TV contract prominently 
' mentioned. If Joe McConnell & 
Co. grab him off, it’s expected that 
poder join the round-robin of 
comics (Fred Ailen, Eddie Cantor, 








| ete.) in the Sunday night 8 to 9 


| Colgate series. 





Goldwyn, Jr’s Foreign Pic 
Snafued By War Crisis 


First projected pic to feel the 
axe as a result of increasingly in- 
ternational tension in _ recent 
months is “No Time Like the Pres- 
ent,” which was to be Sam Gold- 


20th-Fox Brass Huddling on Pix-TV: 
Films for Video Seen Possibility 


Hollywood, July 11. 

| Entire relationship between 
| films and television will get a 
| onceover by 20th-Fox’s top execu- 
tives here this week, with a possi- 
| bility that out of the huddles may 
|come a decision to produce films 
| specifically for video. Prez Spyros 
|Skouras and veepee Al Lichtman 
flew in yesterday (Mon.) from the 
|homeoffice te join studio exec 
| Joseph M. Schenck and produc- 
| tion veepee Darryl F. Zanuck in 
the discussions. 

Twentieth toppers will also re- 
| view production plans in line with 
| impending divorcement, as well as 
| blueprints for expanded studio 
| facilities. Provision of more space 
pad production was ordered some 
| months ago by Zanuck and 
| Skouras at a cost of $6,000,000 to 
enable 20th to boost its production 
j}and releasing rate. Series of 
|huddles here follows Schenck’s 
| decision last week to remain with 
the studio instead of ankling 20th 
to devote full time to his theatre 
interests. 
| Twentieth’s entry into the mak- 
|ing of films specifically for TV is 
believed to have been greenlighted 
two weeks ago with announcement 
| of production plans for a series of 
| religious films. Pix, to be made at 
/20th’s Beverly Hills studios under 


(Continued on page 53) 








Berle Unit Inte Roxy 
At $27,500 Plus 7. New 
Try to Make Tele Pay 


Milton Berle has been set to 
| play the Roxy theatre, N. Y., start- 
ing Aug. 18. 

It’s his first date at that house 
in nearly three years and first New 
York vaudate since he started on 
video for Texaco. He’ll get $27,500 
plus percentages and will pay for 
several supporting acts. Latter 
haven’t been set as yet. It’s a 
straight two-week stand, without 
options. Film slated for the Berle 
run is “Stella.” 

Berle’s booking represents a fur- 
ther attempt by Roxy booker, 
Sammy Rauch, to cash in on tele- 
vision headliners. Previous at- 
| tempts by the Roxy to lure biz 
| with TV names have met with 
| varying success. House didn’t 
| click with its presentation of the 





| York 


wyn, Jr.’s, initialer under his Ken Murray show, but succeeding 
father’s banner, Young Goldwyn| Program headed by Sid Caesar, 
had planned to make the postwar | Imogene Coca and Faye Emersom 
yarn in Italy, Germany and Holly- fared better. House hit nicely 
wood, but has found recent inter-| with the CBS “Lucky Pup” display 
national pressure too great to en-|(Bunin Puppets) coupled with 
able him to draw all the ends of | Robert Merrill, whose Met rep has 
his project together. | been enhanced by video appear- 
Goldwyn, Jr., returned to New | ances. 
last week from _ several Berle’s previous stand at the 
months spent abroad working on | Roxy grossed $463,000 in four 
the story and trying to set up his | weeks with the film “Foxes of Har- 
production. Army and occupation |row (20th). It’s problematic 
authorities have discouraged him | whether the same kind of tally can 
from going ahead. He’s planning | be racked up these days because 
to return t. Hollywood shortly to | of downbeat in theatre attendance. 
set up a new project under his| Comedian left for a short vaca- 








deal with his father, tion on the Coast yesterday (Tues.). 
~-_ 
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Kats Crisis Crimps Tax Cut Chance; 


Show Biz in Big Pitch to Senate Group 


Washington, July 
The longer the Korean ear] 
drags on in its present unsatis- 


factory state the less chance there | 
is for the new tax bill which re- | 
duces the 20% admissions bite. In- | 


side word is that more and more 
Senators, previously 


The war is expect- 
ed to last longer and be more 
costly than originally estimated. 
Meantime the Senate Finance 
Committee continues work on the 
House-passed bill, but without any 
promises. Sen. Walter F. George 
(D.. Ga.). chairman, admitted that 
by the time his committee is ready 
to report a bill, the changing con- 
ditions might make such action un- 
wise. In that case the bill 
be pigeon-holed 
Finance Committee 
clean up action on the bill in about 
two more weeks. 
Show business 
for tax cuts last 


be no tax cuts 


pitch | 
, with 


made its 


Friday (7) 


the biggest attention given to mo-| 


Testifying for the 
Picture Organi- 
Myers and Gael 


tion pictures. 
Council of Motion 
zation, Abham F 
Sullivan 
the 20° admissions levy, instead 
of the reduction to 10° approved 
by the House. 
It was, in 
fust for the record, 
dustry people had been given to 
understand previously that they’d 
be lucky to get 10° off and might 
get nothing, because of the war. 
Myers, chairman of the COMPO 
taxation and legislation committee, 


fact, a request made 


since the in- 


declared that films are “an im- 
portant link between the govern- 
ment and the people and a great 
aid in time of war.” He warned 
that exhibition must not be stran- 
gled by high taxes. 

He admitted that television was 
“one of the contributing causes 
and certainly an important one” 


for the slump in grosses. Asked by 
Sen. Robert A. Taft if it was not 
a case of drive-ins putting cov- 
ered thea:res out of business, My- 
ers said this was not so because 
there were only 1.200 drive-ins as 
against 19,000 indoor theatres. 
“We can stand on our feet with- 
out subsidies or price supports,” 
(Continued on page 53) 


MP. Critic Carps 
At Plentitude Of 
U.S. Legits in Eng. 


London, July 4 
An attack on the current wave 
of American legit productions now 
hitting the West 
been 
M.P., 





writing in the 
to London—-and See Broadway.” 

Baxter, who is the Standard’s 
principal drama critic, pegs his at- 
tack primarily on the Drury Lane, 
which he describes as “Britain’s 
real national theatre’ and which is 
now housing “Carousel” after play- 
ing “Oklahoma” for more than 
three years. 

“T must warn American visitors, 
however.” he writes, “that Drury 
Lane is no longer available for 
British productions. So sensitive 
are we of our debt to the U.S. that 


(Continued on page 47) 


favorable to | 
the measure. now feel there should 


would 


expects to 


asked complete repeal of | 


i'man 
/cording company. 





Senate Can Wait 
Washington, July 11. 

Difficulty of obtaining tick- 
ets at the boxoffice for New 
York hit shows irks Govern- 
ment biggtes as much as run- 
of-the-mill citizens. Indica- 
tion of this was given last Fri- 
day (7) when James F. Reilly, 
of the League of New York 
Theatres, was testifying for 
admissions tax reduction be- 
fore the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee. 

“Did the theatreowners ever 
consider selling tickets to the 
public instead of the specu- 
lators?” snapped Sen. Robert 
S. Kerr (D., Okla.), reputedly 
a multi-millionaire. Reilly in- 
sisted that most tickets were 
sold directly to the public and 
Kerr replied: “‘My experience 
has been that none is sold by 
theatres to the public and few 
are sold to the public by spec- 
ulators.” “You are referring 
to only a few big hit shows,” 
said Reilly. “There is a large 
mail order business for all of 
them. Why, you can write for 
tickets for ‘South Pacific’ and 
you can get them if you are 
not impatient.” 

“I’m oniy 54 
commented Kerr, 
can wait.” 


years old.” 
‘maybe I 


B. G. DeSylva, 55, Dies 
In H’wood; Prolific 
In Music, Legit, Pix 








Hollywood, July 11. 
B. G. (Buddy) DeSvlva, song- 
writer, music publisher, _ play- 


wright an<i film and legitimate pro- 
ducer, died in Hollywood hospital 
this morning (Tues.) of a heart at- 


tack. He was 55. 

One of the most prolific and 
versatile personalities in the past 
35 years of show business, de- 


Svlva’s activities embraced nearly 
all entertainment media, and gen- 
erally extended to more than one 
capacity in each. Starting as a 
songwriter he formed a music pub- 
lishing company that he sold for 
$4,000,000. and later became chair- 
of the board of a major re- 
In the legit field 


ihe wrote lyrics. then music, then 
\librettos, and finally went on to 
|produce three of the biggest 


|Broadway musicals of the past 15 


and went on to become ex- 
ecutive producer at Paramount. 
His most famous songs include 


(Continued on | pees 54) 


| — 


U.S. Air Force Balladists 


| writer 





End scene has | 
made by Beverley Baxter, | 
Evening | 
Standard under the heading “Come | 
. 98. Ade 


Vienna. July 4. 
Force Band's Singing 

















WILL 


THE INIMITABLE 


MAHONEY 


Heldover, Theatre, New 


York. 


Roxy 


Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING Cyr 








East SDG May Cut 


| years. In nilms, he began as a song- | 


Give Vienna a Scare 


Ties With Coast 


Screen Directors Guild in the 
east may sever its loose affiliation 
with the Screen Directors Guild of 
Hollywood, which recently changed 
its tag to Screen Directors Guild 
of America as it launched a drive 
for jurisdiction over video direc- 
tors, involving a fight with the Ra- 
dio-Television Directors Guild. 

Probability of the split emerged 
when the eastern SDG this week 
announced plans for a joint forum 
in N. Y. in September with the 
RTDG to celebrate tele’s coming 
of age and kudosing Gotham as 
the country’s top TV production 
centre. Move is significant as the 
first merging of film and tele union 
interests, 

Eastern SDG is presumably an- 
gered by the western group's don- 
ning a national mantle which may 
leave the N. Y. pic meggers in 
limbo. N. Y. union has 110 mem- 
bers directing instructional. ducu- 
mentary and advertising films as 
well as vidpic commercials. 

SDGA's campaign for tele juris- 
diction has thus far borne little 
fruit, although it has signed up 
some video directors on the Coast, 
because directors in all Gotham 
TV stations and most Hollywood 
outlets are signed with RTDG. 

RTDG national prexy Lester 
O'Keefe and eastern SDG prexy 
Jack Glenn issued a joint state- 
ment stressing the similarity of 
TV and pix and the*need for closer 
unity among craftsmen 
fields. The forum, it said, 
bring together advertisers. 
cies, webs, directors and the gun 
lic to maintain standards despite 
the need for low-budget produc- 
tion. 





EVERYBODY WANTS TO 


Sergeants male glee club and solo- | 


ist Glen Darwin arrived in Vienna 
the same week, as the edge of the 
Tron Curtain was having the jitters 
over the Korean outbreak. 

Hundreds of Viennese, 
large number of Air Force uniforms 
roaming the streets, immediately 
reached the conclusion that U. S. 
air action against the Soviet was 
under way. Only heavy propa- 
| gandizing for free concert in front 


seeing | 


DO DISKS NOWADAYS 


The number of top 
film names anxious, of late, to 
make phonograph records is a 
growing surprise to the diskers 
who conclude that the prime ap- 
peal is that the platters are the 


legit and 


| nearest thing to a permanent doc- 


|umentation of their talents. 


of City Hall given by the Air Force | 


‘ensemble allayed fears. 
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The exploitation values are by 
no means a secondary factor. 








Iturbi on Toscy 


Artistic reaction to the re- 
cent RCA-sponsored tour of 
the NBC Symphony Orchestra 
under Arturo Toscanini, with 
encomiums reaching the com- 
pany from many not on the 
RCA Victor label, accented the 
whyfor of not having heard 
from Jose Iturbi. RCA presi- 
dent Frank M. Foisom eventu- 
ally got the answer from the 
piano virtuoso, who wired 
him: 

“After hearing Toseanini I 
was so moved that [ went 
home and practiced until six in 
the morning, and l've been at 
it ever since.” 


in both, 
M pers 


The | 


the | 


Heller Ridicules SAG Offer To 


a 


Waive Rights on TV Jurisdiction 





SOCK SINATRA SHOW 


London, July 11. 

Frank Sinatra received an ova- 
tion after a 50-minute show at the 
Palladium, in which he delivered 
more than a dozen numbers. 
Audience’s demand for encores was 
continued even after the house 
orchestra played the _ national 
anthem, which formally closed the 
display. 

Hundreds remained outside 
the house during the show Many 
carried banners with welcome mes- 
sages, Inside, excited payees 
yelled as each song was ree- 
ognized. “Soliloquy,” from 
“Carousel,” and “‘Bewitched” were 
the highlights of a balanced turn, 
presented with sock showmanship. 

Virginia Lee and Patterson & 
Jackson also clicked heavily. All of 





the U. S. acts on the bill are play- 
ing the Palladium for the first 
time, : 


Legit Financing Setup 
For 1406 Rome Filming 
Of Menotti’s ‘Medium’ 


Marie Powers, star of 
sul,” will be taking a 


“The Con- 
temporary 


leave from the hit musical about 
the end of August in order to ap- 


pear in the film version of another 
Gian-Carlo Menotti show, “The Me- 
dium.” Pic will be made at the 
Scalera studios in Rome, with most 
of the company going over July 25 
and Miss Powers, who also starred 
in the Broadway version, leaving a 
month later for the film. stint. 
She’ll be gone about four or five 
weeks. 

Picture, being produced by Wal- 
er Lowendahl, of Transfilms, Inc., 

Y., is being financed through a 
limited partnership setup. That's 
similar to most Broadway plays, but 
highly unusual for a film. Budget is 
$140,000, with the backers being 
offered 1° units at $3,000. 

Producer gets 60°o of the re- 
turn and the backers split 40°o 
among themselves. Extra share to 
Lowendahl results from numerous 
participations he has given to play- 
ers and staff in order to get them 


at a low initial price and hold 
the budget down. 
Evan Frankel, a contractor who 


holds a piece of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” is the biggest sharehold- 


(Continued on page 55) 


CANTOR SET FOR MPLS. 
_ AQUATENNIAL SHOW 


Minneapolis, July 11. 

Eddie Cantor will head the cast 
for the annual WCCO Aquatennial 
radio show in the Auditorium here 
July 22. The show, one of the at- 
tractions of the summer mardi 
gras, is played before a live audli- 
ence of nearly 10,000, with admis- 
, Sion scaled to $6 top. 

Three half-hour local commer- 
cial air segments will precede the 
half-hour NBC coast-to-coast net- 
work broadcast. Garry Moore, 
Janette Davis and Cedric Adams 
top Cantor’s supporting cast. 

Bob Hope was the star of last 
' year’s show which had Arthur God- 
frey, luminary of the 1948 layout, 
as a guest performer. 








Korean War Almost KOs 
Biows’ Cook’s-Touring 

Milton Biow, head of the agency 
bearing his name, twice cancelled 
sailings to Europe in the past two 
weeks because of the Korea crisis, 
| but he and his wife are now set to 
sail tomorrow (Thurs.) on_ the 
Mauretania. They return Aug. 13 
| on the Queen Mary. 

Sylvia (Mrs. Ed) Sullivan, wife 
of the columnist-TV emcee, didn't 
start packing until 48 hours before 
| their sailing a fortnight ago, ac- 
| companied by daughter Betty, for 
the same uncertainty, and there 
are a number of show biz per- 
_sonalities who have decided against 
' any Cook’s touring for similar rea- 
' sons. Mrs. Irving Berlin is among 


_ the latter, having cancelled flying | 


'to Ireland with two of their three 
‘ daughters, — 


Television Authority, 


SCORES AT PALLADIUM 


for Warners in 1944. 


Jones Beach” 


Hollywood, July 11. 

George Heller, exec secretary of 
branded as 
ridiculous Screen Actors Guild of- 
fer to waive rights or claims to 
jurisdiction over live video. Heller 
declared SAG has no claim over 
live television, therefore it cannot 
waive its rights in field. 

Heller said SAG never requested 
a National Labor Relations Board 
election concerning live teevee, 
Actors Guild, at time of TVA’s ini- 
tial meeting with networks, notified 
the webs that the television union 
had jurisdiction only over live 
video and had no contro! over film. 
TVA is contesting SAG’s ciaim to 
all television film following failure 
of two guilds to arrive at dual con- 
trol over entire field. 

Heller stated SAG regards entire 
West Coast television film industry 
as unit, and further has failed to 
recognize there is difference be- 
tween motion picture and tele-pix, 
Heller will be in town for three 
weeks, and plans to talk to small 
groups concerning differences in 
scale between SAG and TVA inso- 
far as film is concerned. Heller 
feels there is much controversy as 
to which has proposed better scale, 
and will endeavor to point out ben- 
efits of TVA plan. 





Pat Rooney Sues 
WB on 0 Grady 
Pic; Asks 2506 


Warners’ film, “Daughter of 
Rosie O'Grady,” has injured him 
to the tune of $250,000. Pat Roo- 
ney charged Monday (10) in a 
N. Y. federal court suit brought 
against the studio. Also named de- 
fendants are Vitaphone Corp. and 
Warner Bros. Pictures Distribut- 
ing Corp. 

Rooney, who produced 
appeared in a i925 musical com- 
edy called “Daughter of Rosie 
O'Grady,” claims that the distribu- 


and 


tion and exploitation of the War- 
ner film infringes on his title to 
the copyrighted play. He asks. ex- 


emplary damages, an 
and an accounting of profits. 

Not only does the picture bear 
ithe same title as his 25-vear-old 
road production, Rooney asserts, 
but it also uses some of his dance 
routines, Furthermore. the vet 
hoofer alieges, his rights of pri- 
vacy have been invaded by the 
film, and it represents unfair com- 
petition, 

Same suit charges that Warners’ 
short, “Vaudeville Days,’ used 
Rooney’s name without his consent 
as well as using several’ of his 
dance steps. Terper asks that the 
court impound the original nega- 
tives and plates of both pix. 


LAUREN BACALL AND WB 
CALL QUITS ON PACT 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Warner Bros. and Lauren Bacall 
have called it quits. The actress 
is gaining her freedom under a 
mutually satisfactory agreement. 

She was suspended May 11 for 
nixing the femme lead opposite 
Errol Flynn in “Rocky Mountain.” 

It was her sixth suspension in as 
many years. She appeared in 
seven films since she first attracted 
attention in Howard Hawks’ pro- 
duction “To Have and Have Not” 
First sus- 
nixing “Storm 
which Ginger Rogers 
took over. She nixed “Stallion 
Road,” in which she was replaced 
by Alexis Smith, and “Girl From 
which Virginia Mayo 


injunction 





pension was for 
Warning,” 


made. 





Hersholt Heads Bldg. Co. 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Jean Hersholt succeeded him- 
self for the fifth time as president 
of The Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences building corporation. Jack 
Warner was reelected treasurer. 
The building corporation is a 


holding company formed to operate 
j the Academy theatre building. 
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Those Galloping Prices 


Louis B. Mayer not so long ago reminded a VaRIETY mugg that 
Marcus Loew had always advocated low admission prices for 
films so that the industry would remain family entertainment. 
Whether by such design or by accident, film-going became an 
American family custom, and as the kids grew up they retained 
the habit. 


It’s too easy to get out of a habit, especially as economic 
standards, traffic conditions and depreciation of values crop up. 
It seems surprising, therefore, with business on Broadway al- 
ready at low ebb, to find price resentment heightened by the 
capricious jacking up of admission fees the moment there are 
a few people in the b.o. line. That the $1.20, $1.50 and $1.80 
movie is no longer “family entertainment,” at least from the 
price viewpoint, goes without saying. The attendant ‘word-of- 
mouth creates further resentment. More of this is being heard 
anew as the tourist influx hits the main drag. Undoubtedly 
this juggling of prices is not unknown in the loops of other key 
cities, but it’s not as blatant as on Broadway. 


Those queues, have a value all their own and discouraging 
them is a mistake. Nick Schenck recalls that when he and 
his brother, Joe, ran Palisades Amusement Park (in New Jersey), 
in the pioneer days of their careers, they would slow up the 
sales of tickets on a new ride and create an artificial queue-up 
which, obviously, put a spotlight on it. John Golden recalls 
similar showmanship when he and Winchell Smith were trying 
to put over “Three Wise Fools” at the old Criterion on Broadway. 
Press and public panned the play, the title and almost every- 
thing else, but Golden felt that Smith’s comedy-drama had 
merit, so they hired shills at $2-a-day to stand in line in the 
tiny Criterion lobby, and people thus were attracted. 


It would be sounder showmanship for some of the Broadway 
picture theatres to feed that line at a standard admission price, 
and not exploit it by upping admissions in customers’ faces, 
jumping from 90c to $1.20 and $1.50 while boy-and-girl are wait- 
ing to get in. 

Pictures are better, but is the showmanship of such theatre 
operations? Abel, 


Ceorge Skouras Seen New UATC Prez; 





To Continue Deals With Indie Circuits. 





George Skouras is expected to? 
succeed Joseph M. Sclrenck as prez | 
of the United Artists Theatre Cir- | 
cuit. Schenck resigned last week | 
as prexy and director and has trus- 
teed his stock in accordance with 
Dept. of Justice restrictions on 
being an exec of both a theatre 
chain and a_ production - distribu- 
tion company. Schenck elected to 
remain a top studio official at 
20th-Fox. 

Skouras is a v.p. of UATC and 
has for a number of years been its 
actual operating head. Board 
members figure it a natural, there- 
fore that he accede to the presi- 
dency and will~so vote at their 
next meeting unless some legal or 
other exigency makes it appear in- 
opportune. Latter is considered 
unlikely. 

In addition to being v.p. of 
UATC, Skouras is also prexy of 
Skouras Theatres Corp. (72 thea- 
tres) and is active in the affairs of 


Metropolitan Playhouses, Inc. . 
UATC is primarily a holding com- | a jor ac or 
pany, but recently has been grad- 
ually switching to operating thea- 


Jekyllhydeish Hughes 
. Hollywood, July 11. 

Notcurnal working habits of 
Howard Hughes have always 
been something of a mystery, 
with question of how much 
time and attention he was giv- 
ing to RKO, of which he is pro- 
duction chief and _ prinicipal 
stockholder. It’s known def- 
initely, however, that since 
the start of the Korean war, 
film business has taken a sub- 
sidiary position on Hughes’ 
slate. 

Inventor and plane manufac- 
turer is said to be engaged in 
production of a guided missle 
that is occupying virtually all 
of his time now on a speedup 
basis. 











— the Skouras brothers also 
lave an interest. Metropolitan, in | F : 
turn, owns the theatres in the| Joseph M. Schenck reportedly 


Skouras and Randforce (43 houses) had his eye on television when he 
(Continued on page 16) 


on Mae Eee ee ee Tn Schenck Move 





TV, UPS FILM STOCKS *. 


|is believed that his brother, Metro 


Television stocks took it on the | prez Nicholas M. Schenck, will 
chin for the third successive day | choose to remain with the produc- | 


yesterday (Tyes.) while film stocks | tion-distribution company to be set 


conversely enjoyed a slight rise,| up when Metro completes its di- | 
apparently omthe belief that films | yorcement plans rather than take | 


can become the real “war babies.” |the top job with the theatre outfit 
Films enjoyed their greatest pros- | that will result from the split. 
Perity during the last war and the | 


hefty upbeats. |voreed, was unexpected, since 


United Paramount theatres yes- Schenck until two weeks was be- | 


‘erday rose about 5c, while lieved to have finalized his plans to 
On increased buying. Loew’s held had other reasons for his decision, 
about even, as did RKO. 

Video stocks were raided by bear factor. Theory is that theatre op- 
teiders last Friday (8) and again | eration, once video hits fullscale 
Monday (10), Selling was predi-| proportions, may be hurt badly. 
cated on possibility that manufac- | Film studios, however, Will be in a 
turing facilities might be switched | Comparatively better position, since 
‘o war production and that key they can swing into production of 


Personnel might be drafted. (Continued on page 15) 


$3,000,000 FO 





BANKERS TRUST 
CLOSING 3 DEALS 


While all other banks on both 
coasts have virtually shut down 
tight on loans to indie producers, 
Bankers Trust Co., N. Y., is in the 


R INDIE PRODS. 





TOA Slowing COMPO Up onExec VP. 
New Financing Plan Also May Hobble 


+ Reservations about the Council 
|of Motion Picture Organizations 
Not for Just a Year | felt by Theatre Owners of America 
In connection with aim of | was reflected at the meeting of 
the Theatre Owners of Amer- | COMPO’s personnel and manage- 





Lcwesrniptemg tnt sis 





9 e 
| in financing the new Jerry Wald- | 
Norman Krasna unit when and if B Way Dip Spurs 
| it consummates its deal with RKO | 
| or another studio. 


. e . sa ° 
[Ardrey asking for personal sizn-| Raet Pie Turnover 





‘dition new, stronger fare is giving sion 


| decided last week to resign as prexy | 
'and board chairman of United Art-| 
WAR SCARE NOSEDIVES | ists Theatres Circuit to remain with | 

20th-Fox as exec head of produc- | 
In line with*his decision, it 


Twentieth exec’s decision, neces- | 
market now, feels that if the coun-| sitated by the Government’s ruling | 
try again embarks on a war econ- | that film production and theatre | 
Omy, the film stocks are in for: operation must be completely di-| 


it’s reported that TV was a major) 


| round, 


ica to slow down establish- 
ment of the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations, trade 
observers pointed out this 
week that almost a year has 
passed since COMPO was con- 
ceived in a burst of goodwill 
and enthusiasm, 

Plan for the all-industry 
public relations organization 
was introduced at a meeting 
of reps of all facets of the 
business in Chicago last Aug. 
30-31. 


process of closing deals with three 
of them, it was learned this week. 
They are all revolving fund ar- 
rangements which might find the 
bank with a total of better than 
$3,000,000 on loan to the trio of 
indies at any one time. 

Producers are Louis de Roche- 
mont, Edward Small and Sidney 
Buchman. All are making pro- 
grams of pictures for Columbia re- 
lease and all the deals are similar 
in that Col is providing second 
money and completion guarantees. 

Alex H. Ardrey, Bankers exec 
v.p., has also indicated an interest | 











In no case is| 





(Continued on page 15) 
Dwindling attendunce at 10 
Broadway deluxers has. brought 
about a faster turnover of product, 
a study of pictures screened at 


$5,000,000 Bank 
» those houses discloses. For the | 
first six months of 1950, the 10 the- 
Credit for Wald atres booked 93 fresh films, com- 


pared to 87 consumed in the equiv- | 
— . alent 1949 semester. Exhibitors’ 
Negotiations now taking place | , ¢ | 
between RKO and the new Jerry | rush for newer celluloid merchan- | 
Wald-Norman Krasna Productions | dise also saw them giving reissues 
unit call for the setting up of a| the go-by. Only three oldies were 
$10,000,000 revolving production | used up to July 1, as against eight 
fund to finance the indie’s pix. | last year. 
Half the coin would be made | Curiously, some houses’ with 
available by a bank, with the | stage-show policies changed their 
other half—in the form of second | film bills more frequently in 1950 
money and completion guarantees | than competing theatres with no 
—advanced by RKO. | flesh entertainment. Roxy, for ex- 
Preliminary talks have been | ample, unreeled 10 pictures in the 
held with Alex H. Ardrey, exec) first six months of '49. Total of 
v.p. of the Bankers Trust Co., N. Y.,| 12 was used by the 20th-Fox flag- 
ne —_ og ~ a — _ * ship in the similar ’50 period. 
1e Security-First Nationgl in Los | : P 
Angeles. Both banks have indi- (Continued on page 16) 








Hollywood, July 11. 





cated interest in handling the | 
loan, either individually or 4 
‘aguas. | Sears on His Feet 


Wald-Krasna are currently | at | Grad Sears, United Artists 
midpoint in an eight-week time prexy, will be released from New 
period agreed on with RKO topper | york hospital at the end of this | 
Howard Hughes for negotiations | week. He’s been recuping there | 
looking toward a contract with | from a heart attack six weeks ago. | 
the studio. Unit's attorney, David Sears was permitted on his feet 
Tannenbaum, has been in almost for the first time this week pre-| 


(Continued on page 16) paratory to his discharge. | 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Post-Holiday Dip Clips Keys; ‘Bride’ Champ for 
4th Week; ‘Tower’ Second, ‘Annie’ Third 


Hot weather is wilting grosses is rated slender in Boston, its in- 
generally over the country this ses- waa oer 0 et otal 
; ee u omanche Territory 1), whie 
— although bigger pictures pew has about finished its key city first- 
tinue landing sizable biz. In ad- pun dates, turned in a smash ses- 
in Portiand, Ore. “Fifty 
some exhibitors a break, according cea nee Tale atae — 

_| in i. “Rock Islan rail” (Rep), 
to reports from VARIETY COrre-' 6:4, in Chi, is trim in K.C. and nice/ 
spondents in some 22 key cities. 


in Washington. 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) is re-| “Rocketship X-M” (Lip) con- 


maining champion for fourth suc- tinues racking up solid biz, being 
cessive week, with about $210,000 Wow in Toronto and fine in Port- 


; Ss d land. “Cactus Creek’ (U) is not 
registered in key spots. Second going well this round. “Night and 


best is “White Tower” (RKO), with City” (20th) is mild in Louisville. 
close to that amount, but not such “Iroquois Trail” (UA), not so 
uniformly big‘returns in all locali- good in Chi, will turn in a fancy 
ties. session in Phillv. ‘‘Winchester '73” 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) is finish- (U) looms good in St. Louis and 
ing third, just a step ahead of Toronto. 
“Irma Goes West” (Par), a strong “Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) shapes 
fourth-place winner. A new entry, okay in Philly. “Kill Umpire” 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th), (Col) looks average in Louisville. 
will take fifth money, while “Gun- “Good Humoi Man” (Col) is 
fighter,” also from 20th-Fox, is not doing any better than last 
winding up sixth. “Bright Leaf” week. It is fair in Boston but slim 
(WB) will be seventh and “Duchess in Chi. “Panic in Streets” (20th) 


Warner Bros. shares also climbed | ankle 20th While he naturally of Idaho” (M-G), also new, will shapes good in Boston. “Lawless” 


' round out the Big Eight. 


| (Par) looks mild in Philly. “Eagle 
Best runner-up ilm. are “Peggy” and Hawk” (Par) is just fair in 
(U) and “Crisis” (M-G), both new. N. Y. | 
Besides “Sidewalk” and “Duchess,” | “Robinson Story” (EL) looms 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) hints the Slow in Minneapolis. “Rogues ot 
most promise of new entries. Sherwood Forest” (Col) is disap- 
“Cariboo Trail’ (20th), also fairly | Pointing im Washington. 
new, ranges from mild to okay this (Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
“Underworld Story” (UA) — Pages 8-9) 


ment committee in New York last 
week. TOA reps there reportedly 
carried through with the aim of 
the organization “to slow COMPO 
up.” 

Personnel and management com- 
mittee, chairmaned by Leo Brech- 
er of the Metropolitan Motion Pic- 
ture Theatres Assn., aimed to sift 
through the names of about 40 can- 
didates for the exec veepee— 
COMPO’s top paid post and spark 
plug. It hoped to get down to 
three candidates from among 
whom the exec board might make 
its final choice. 

TOA argued, however, that it 
was premature to consider man- 
power before a program and 
budget has been drawn up. As a 
result, the committee put off its 
selection of an individual and 


| came up merely with a generalized 


personnel plan which was recom- 
mended to the board. 

Plans call for the deputizing of 
COMPO prez Ned E. Depinet as 


| operating exec head and forgetting 


temporarily the naming of an exec 
V.p. 

Si, Fabian was the official TOA 
rep at the four-hour Waldorf-As- 
toria session. Although ostensibly 
on hand as delegate of the Variety 


| Clubs, Charles P. Skouras, an im- 


(Continued on page 16) 


CHAS. MOSKOWITZ’S 
M-G BUDGET HUDDLE 


Metro veepee-treasurer Charles 
C. Moskowitz trains out for the 
Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) for 10 
days of huddles with production 
veepee Dore Schary and _ studio 
exec Louis B. Mayer. Moskowitz 
will onceover studio. activities and 





| determine, with Schary and Mayer, 


if there’s a possibility of further 
trimming production costs. 

Trip will be the first one taken 
to the Coast by Moskowitz in more 
than a year. 
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Sees U.S. Pix 


4 
Maas 


Gaining Another 


Market as End Result of Korea War 


U. S. film industry, rather than? 


having lost one of its foreign mar- 
kets as a result* of the war in| 
Korea. is bout to gain one, in the 
view of Irving Maas, v.p. and gen- 
eral manager of the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn., who returned to 


New York from the battle scene 
Jast Saturday (8). 
Maas.said he was certain that 


it would only be a matter of time 
before the North Koreans were 
subdued and a Yank-sponsored 
government installed over the en- 
that’s accom- 


tire country. When t 
plished, American pix will play 
throughout the whole area. No 


Hollywood product has been play- 


ing the Communist - dominated 
northern zone. 
“In the meantime,” the MPEA 


topper declared, “the Korean situ- 
ation is in the lap of the gods as 
far as we are concerned. We have | 
no idea where our prints are by | 
now and we were able to get out) 
none of our records. Every bit of | 
plane space in the emergency was 
needed to evacuate human beings, 
so that even small suitcases with 
personal belongings were prohib- 
ited.” 

Maas, his wife and Charles May- 
er. MPEA’s Far Eastern rep, got 
out of the country just 11 hours 
before the shooting started. He 
said that things were apparently 
perfectly peaceful at the time, 
with no hint as the 4 p.m. Satur- 
day, June 17, plane took off from 
Seoul for Tokyo, that the invasion 
would start at 3 a.m. the next 
morning. 

E. F. Johansen, the 
MPEA’s Korean rep, was not so 
fortunate. He came out the fol- 
lowing Tuesday (20) in the mili- 
tary evacuation of Americans, and 
was limited by the plane restric- 
tions to the clothing he was wear- 
ing. His efforts to get out MPEA 
records and safeguard prints and 
other effects were fruitless, Maas 
said. 

“Although the Korean territory 
is a very bad one for pirating of 
prints,” MPEA chief declared, “we 
have no fear that our pictures will 
be stolen or duped. The North 
Koreans had previous opportuni- 
ties to use our films if they want- 
ed. Like most other Communist 
states, however, they fear the 
showing of American pictures.” 


KOREA, SCIENTIFICTION 
TAGS INTRIGUE PRODS. 


The war in Korea, and science 
fiction, continued to intrigue Holly- 
wood last week as grist for new 
stories. After the flood of war 


titles registered during the first 
few days of the Korean attack 
the initial bloom was off. Neverthe- 
less, claims were staked out with 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica for “Wings Over the Far Pa- 
cific” and “Wings Over the South 
Pacific’ by Republic and “North of 
the 38th Parallel” by Arnold Stoltz. 
‘Charles Feldman, the previous 
week registered “38th ‘Parallel.” ) 

Current success of Robert Lip- 
pert’s “Rocket Ship XM” and 
George Pal’s “Rocket Ship to the 
Moon” apparently put another in- 
die, Shenandoah Pictures, to think- 
ing in the opposite direction. It 
registered “Journey to the Center 
of the Earth.” 


(Jimmy) 








Marshall Plan Story 
Told Via Pix Flotilla 


Washington, July 11. 

The story of Marshall Plan aid 
is being carried to the people liv- 
ing on the islands of the Aegean 
and the small coastal villages of 
Greece by a floating exhibit of 
films and pamphlets, the State 
Dept. has disclosed. 

A schooner, charted by the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Administration, 
is sailing through the area with a 
staff which brings the story. At 
each stop, the staff sets up a shore 
exhibit which includes a screening 
of documentary and educational 
films, including one animated car- 
toon in color to show the progress 
of the Marshall Plan and the 
American way of life. Ships car- 
ries a mobile generator to furnish 
power to the portable 16m _pro- 
jectors. 





Maxies as Dicks 
Hollywood, July 11. 

Maxie Rosenbloom and 
Maxie Baer, who used to do 
some plain and fancy reeling 
in the ring, are about to clinch 
again, this time in two two- 
reelers for Columbia. 

Now they are partners in an 
imaginary detective agency, a 
couple of private eyes, for 
laughs. Hugh McCollum will 
produce, starting July 17. 


MPEA Board To 
Weigh New Nip 
Earnings Deal 


The eight companies operating 
under the Motion Picture Export 
Assn.’s banner in Japan will re- 
portedly receive about $1,500,000 
from that territory during the 
next 12 months, if they accept a 
deal worked out by MPEA v.p. and 
general manager Irving Maas. 
Maas returned to New York over 
the weekend from a seven-week 
trip to Japan and Korea. 

One-year arrangement arrived at 
by Maas with the Japanese govern- 
ment and Supreme Command Al- 
lied Powers would give the MPEA 
companies just about the same 
amount they received under the 
one-year contract which expired 
June 30. That guaranteed 
$1,600,000 in convertibility of 
blocked yen, but it covered nine 
companies instead of eight. 

New deal will be presented to 
the MPEA board at a meeting 
which will possibly be held in New 
York later this week. If it is ap- 
proved, it will save the Jap terri- 
tory for the MPEA. Several of the 
majors have been threatening to 
pull out of the co-op distribution 
setup and go into Japan on their 
own, if Maas was not able to bet- 
ter the 1949-50 contract. 


| Meantime, the MPEA has lost 
its exclusive hold on distribution 
of U. S. product in the Nippon 
territory. The Nip government last 
week for the first time since the 
end of the war began granting 
| licenses to indie producers for im- 
| portation of their pix. Samuel 
Goldwyn got permits for six films 
and Walt Disney for two features 
and 24 shorts. Sol Lesser and Ed- 
ward Small have been informed 
they’il get four permits, while 








Selznick Releasing Organization is | 


awaiting word on its application. 
| Indies’ Dollar Problem 
| The licenses in no way guarantee 


the indies convertibility into dol-,| 


lars of the yen the pix earn. The 
producers will have to negotiate, 


just as MPEA did, a deal to thaw | 


earnings. It is expected they will 
win such a concession. Coin would 
be in addition to the reported 
$1,500,000 guaranteed MPEA, thus 
| (Continued on page 15) 
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PAR PACTS BEECROFT 
AS O'SHEA SALES AIDE 


| Harold Beecroft, formerly with 








20th-Fox, Metro and Eagle Lion, | 


joined the Paramount h. o. sales 
staff this week. He'll handle spe- 
‘cial liquidation and other duties 
as an aide to assistant general 
sales manager E. K. (Ted) O’Shea. 
In addition to his film experience, 
Beecroft has served as General 
Motors and Packard sales chief in 
the New York territory. 

Beecroft’s is the second ap- 
pointment to the Par h. o. distribu- 
tion staff recently. Howard Min- 
sky, former 20th-Fox manager in 
Philly, was named as a special as- 
sistant to O'Shea. He’s handling 
all phases of selling, including 
analysis. 

Company made a change in the 
field this week with the promotion 


of William A. Meier from sales- | 
man in Cincinnati to branch man- | 


ager there. He succeeds James J. 
Grady, who resigned. Meier has 
been with Par since 1935, when he 
started in the Cincy branch as as- 
sistant ad sales manager. He has 
been a salesman since 1940 except 
jfor time out in the war. 


Shirer to Narrate ‘Face’ 


Commentator-author William L. 
' Shirer has been signed to do the 
‘narration for “The Magic Face,” 
Mort Briskin-Bob Smith produc- 
, tion partially based on the life of 
Eve Braun. 
| Film, starring Luther Adler, goes 
' on location in Vienna July 14, and 
| Shirer will leave New York for 
_Vienna July 24. Pic also stars 
Patricia Knight and is directed by 
Irving Reis. 








Det. Combine Eyed 


By SIMPP Sleuth 


Robert J. Rubin, counsel for the 
Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers, left his N. Y. 
headquarters for Detroit yesterday 
(Tues.) to comm_ence inspection of 
the books and records of the Co- 
operative Theatres of Michigan. 
SIMPP was recently authorized by 
the federal court to make the in- 
spection in connection with the 
$8,500,000 suit against the buying- 
booking combine by SIMPP and 
its members. 

Also a defendant in the suit 1s 
United Detroit Theatres, but the 
inspection order does not apply 
against it. Rubin, who will be 
aided in his inspection by the So- 
ciety’s local counsel, 
Kerr, will be in Detroit for an in- 
definite period. Accountants and 
expert analysts will be called in 
when Rubin and Kerr have com- 
pleted their initial survey. 

Action was filed two years ago 
and has been delayed by the tak- 
ing of depositions, the inspection 
and other legal preliminaries. 
Suit charges conspiracy in _ re- 
straint of trade. 


Lawndale, Chicago, Asks 
Upped Damages to 9006 
Tn Anti-Trust Action 


} 
Chicago, July 11. 


_ 





An amended complaint to ii- 
crease damages of the Lawndale 
theatre in its anti-trust action 


against the majors was filed here 
Monday (10) in Chi federal dis- 
trict court. Seymour Simon, at- 
torney for the indie house, asked 
that original triple damages be in- 
creased to $900,000. 

When the initial complaint was 
filed in February, 1948, triple 
damage sum asked was $390,000. 
Theatre was operated by Charles 
and Herman Nelson from October, 
1937 to May, 1947, when the al- 
leged violations took place. An- 
other part of the suit, which de- 


mands $645,000 damages, remains | 


| unchanged. 





‘Insider Pix Stock Trade 
Dull; H. M. Warner’s Gifts 


Washington, July 11. 

Harry M. Warner made _ four 
separate gifts of Warner Bros. $5 
common stock totaling 2,900 shares 
during the month from May 11 to 
June 10, according to the Securi- 
ties & Exchanges Commission re- 
port issued today (11). All in all, 
it was a dull period for insider 
' stock trading in the film business. 
Despite the gifts, Warner retains 
254,350 shares of the common, 


plus another 16,000 shares in a. 


trust account. 

Loew’s, Inc., which has been on 
|a longtime buying drive of Loew’s 
| Boston Theatres $25 par common, 
| obtained an additional 70 shares, 
| boosting its holding to 125,945 
shares. 

' Harry Cohn gave away two 
| blocks of Columbia no par com- 
mon, aggregating 269 shares, but 


still retained 149,453. He also 
owns 400 shares of preferred. 
Abraham Schneider reported a 


gift of 816 shares of common, leav- 
ing himself 8,726. He also holds 
options for 12,500 additional shares 
_of common. 


SEG Okays New Pact 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Members of the Screen Extras 
Guild, by mail vote of 1,539 to 79. 
approved a new contract with the 
studios. 

Pact abolishes the $9.45 crowd 
scene rate and gives extras other 
substantial gains in working con- 
, ditions, 





/on Broadway. 


A. Stewart | 


Wilson Seen Easing U.S.-Brit. Pix Stand: 


Chance for Penalty Clause Change 





Bull Feathers to Fly 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Sitting Bull sat down for the 
last time a long time ago, but 
Hal E. Chester is dragging the 
old warrior up on his mocca- 
sins to kick about the use of 
the film title, “Sitting Bull.” 
by Olympic Productions, head- 
ed by W. R. Frank, Minneapo- 


lis theatre owner, and Sam 
Weisenthal, Coast producer, 
not members of the Sioux 
tribe. a 

Ghester claims he has a 
prior claim to the title and 
will let loose with legal arrows 
if Olympic attempts to toss 


“Sitting Bull” on a celluloid 


hoss. 








Novelty Pix Setup 
To Welcome Indie 
Product: Cowan 


Lester Cowan, currently on the 
Coast, said in New York before his 
departure last week that he'd seek 
out indies in Hollywood with any 
real nevel ideas on picture pro- 
duction to turn out one or more 
pix for the new Cinema Produc- 
tions, Inc. Latter is an outfit fi- 
nanced by a group of top exhibs 
to make a dozen features with a 


definite novelty twist to combat the 
inroads of television. 

Cowan, a v.p. of the outfit, will 
produce the first, to be made in a 
new three-dimensional process de- 
veloped by Polaroid and requiring 
the use of special glasses by the 
audience. Cowan hopes to get the 
pic, “The Customer Is Always 
Right,” before the cameras in New 
York by late August. He’s now 
casting it on the Coast. 

Producer said he expected to 
make only two of the projected 12 
pix himself, and so the way was 
open for any indie with an idea 
for novelty product that went be- 
yond a mere story switch. He 
Stated he'd listen to any such ideas 
in Hollywood and bring them back 
east for presentation to the first 
board 
next week. 

Robert Dowling, prez of City In- 
vesting Co., N. Y., is the latest ex- 
hib to join the syndicate. His firm 
owns the Astor, Victoria and Bijou 
Principal guiding 
spirit of CPI is said to be Fred 
Schwartz, head of the Century Cir- 
cuit, N. Y., who is treasurer. Also 
active is Memphis operator M. A. 
Lightman, who is prez. Others are 
Sam Pinanski, Si Fabian, George 
Skouras, Frank Walker, 
Stoneman, Sam 
chell Wolfson. 


Rinzler and Mit- 





N. Y. to Europe 
Thekla Kalia-Bey Arms 
Ellis Arnall 
Tony Bartley 
Milton Biow 
Richard Brooks 
Jack Carter 
Lou Cooper 
William Harrigan 
Helen Hayeg 
Erie Johnston 
Peg La Centra 
Peter Lawrence 
Bethel Leslie 
Luigi Luraschli 
James A. Mulvey 
Joyce O’Hara 
Herman Shunlin 
Sylvia Siegler 
Paul Stewart 
Roland Young 


Europe to N. Y. 


Leonard Bernstein 
Eddie Cantor 
Betty Garrett 

Jed Harris 
Harrison & Fisher 
Kessler Howe 
William R. Katzell 
William C. MaeMillen, Jr. 
Larry Rarks 

Billy Redfield 
Ross & La Pierre 
Francis L. Sullivan 


+ 
? 
j 


event 


meeting of CPI sometime | 





London, July 11. 

Board of Trade prexy Harold 
Wilson this week put a great big 
'“but’ back of his previous stand 
that the proposals he made re- 
‘cently for a new Anglo-U. S. film 
/agreement were his final offer. He 
-said he is still standing by his 
previous terms, but that he is not 
closing the door to further nego- 
tiations and is prepared to con- 
sider alternatives. 

This provided heartening news 

American film toppers whose 
reps will arrive here over the 
/weekend to renew negotiations 
next Tuesday (18) on the film pact. 
Wilson confirmed the date for the 
talks. which had been in some 
doubt up to now. 

B. of T. boss, who is chief Brit- 
ish negotiator on the new pact to 
‘replace the two-year agreement 
which expired last June 13. indi- 
cated he was willing to listen to 
alternatives, particularly on the 
penalty clause of the incentive 
plan he had proposed to guarantee 
maximum U. S._ production in 
England. This is the item to 
which Yank indies and most of 
the majors have principally ob- 
jected. 

It provides that if U. pro- 
duction in Britain doesn’t equal 
during the next two years the av- 


to 


S. 


erage it hit during the past two, 
permitted conversion of frozen 


pounds to dollars will be reduced 
below the $17,000,000 allowed un- 
der the old agreement. There is 
also a bonus arrangement in the 
there is more production, 
but this likewise may be elimi- 
nated. 
‘B Pool’ Seen Out 

Net result, it is anticipated here, 
will probably be a pact very simi- 
lar to the former two-year deal. It 
will permit $17,000,000 of conver- 
sion and provide a list of uses to 
which frozen currency can be put. 
The “B pool’—bonus for exhibi- 
tion of British pix in the U. S.— 

(Continued on page 18) 


REP’S HALF-YEAR NET 
UP 2006 OVER 1949 


Republic Pictures* net _ profit, 
after all taxes and charges, rose 
nearly $200,000 for the 26-week 
period ended last April 29, as com- 
pared with the corresponding pe- 
riod a year ago. Corporation 
showed a net profit of $703,589, as 
against $504,456 in the 26 weeks 
of 1949. 

Republic's 





net before federal 


normal and surtaxes amounted to 


Harold | 





$1.168,589 for the first half of the 
current fiscal year ended April 29, 
contrasting with $839,456 in the 
26-week period ended April 30, ’49, 
also before federal tax provision. 
Pickup in earnings refiected big 
grossing pix such as “Sands of Iwo 
Jima,” and studio economies. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Val Arms 

Miles B. Auer 
Leighton Brill 
Mady Christians 
Jerry Colonna 
Ann Corio 

Joan Evans 
Virginia Fields 
Harrison Forman 
Colleen Gray 

Cy Howard 
Colin-Keith Johnston 
Dennis King 
Martin King 
Hedy Lamarr 
Charles LeMaire 
Adele Mara 
Thelma Ritter 
Elissa Rohn 
Fritz Rotter 
Roger L. Stevens 
Jessica Tandy 
Jesse White 


N. Y. to L. A, 


Milton Berle 
John Effratt 

John Fearnley 
Joe Fields 

Nelly Golletti 
Morton Gottlieb 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d 
Kay Kyser 

Evelyn Koleman 
William B. Levy 
Morris S. Novik 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Aileen Stanley 
Helen Strauss 
Raoul Walsh 
Midge Ware 
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TREND TO SEMI-INDIE UNITS 














Mergerless Merger’ Pays Off 


Eagle Lion’s “mergerless merger” with Film Classics has serit 
EL’s weekly operating balance sheet from red to black. Each of 
the first four weeks since EL took over distribution of FC product 


and part of its staff June 12, has 


of better than $20,000 a week. That compares with losses of $10,000 
and more weekly by EL right before the “merger,” and $15,000 
weekly loss by FC. Through stringent economies instituted by 
EL in recent weeks, it has managed to cut its overhead below its 
pre-June 12 figure despite having absorbed some of the FC staff. 


It is now running about $67,000 
that shortly to around $65,000. 


operating expenses by EL of almost $75,000 and by FC of $50,000. 


Income during the past four w 


$300,000 mark, which compares with EL’s $200,000-$220,000 prior 
to the corporately-unconsummated merger. 
out of this take reportedly averages just a trifle under 30%. 


shown an operating profit for EL 


a week and the hope is to pare 
That compares with pre-merger 








feeks hds consistently topped the 


EL’s distribution fee 








Bernhard Seen Caught in Squeeze Play 
As Fading EL-FC Merger Cues Big Loss 


With 
of the Eagle Lion-Film Classics 
merger now _— uncertain, back- 
ground is beginning to unfold on 
a series of incidents and assump- 
tions that could cost Joseph Bern- 
hard, FC prexy and major stock- 
holder, his company and upwards 
of $500,000 of his own money. 

The former Warner Bros. circuit 
topper it’s figured got himself 
caught in a squeeze play from two 
sides at once. On the one hand 
he claims a backdown by the 
Chemical Bank & Trust Co., N. Y., 
on promised aid to pay off his 
creditors. At the other end of the 
squeeze is William C. MacMillen, 
Jr., EL’s v.p. in charge of opera- 
tions, insisting on 100% fulfillment 
of the commitments Berhard made 
to the new Eagle Lion Classics 
company before he’ll consent to 
the merger. 

Both Ed Van Pelt, Chemical v.p. 
in charge of film loans, and Mac- 
Millen hold themselves biameless 
for Bernhard’s predicament. Van 
Pelt maintains that Bernhard clear- 
ly misunderstood him if he ever 
thought the bank would advance | 
coin to pay off creditors, while | 
MacMillen argues that Bernhard’s | 
failure to come through on picture 
commitments has put him 


to act as he is doing. 

All, apparently, isn’t lost for 
Bernhard, however. Irving Kauf- 
man, who was named trustee in an 


assignment of his FC’s assets to | 


creditors a few weeks ago, is in- 
sistent that he can square away 
(Continued on page 20) 


Lighter Fare To 
Snare Summer B.0. 


Metro sales veepee William F. 
Rodgers, in a move to hypo warm- 
Weather grosses, has rearranged 
his release schedule to bring up 
M-G's three top Technicolor mu- 
Sicals for August distribution. The- 
ory is that customers would rather 





see light, escapist fare during the | 


Summer months than some of the 
heavier product Metro has on tap. 

Thus, “Three Little Words,” the 
Bert Kalmar-Harry Ruby biopic, 
tees off at Loew’s State, N. Y., Aug. 


9, following “Annie, Get Your 
Gun,” and is slated for national 
release immediately afterwards. 


“Duchess of Idaho,” Esther Wil- 
liams starrer which has already 
Opened in some keys, goes into the 
Broadway Capitol next, following 
the current “Crisis.” Third film is 
Summer Stock,” Judy Garland 
Starrer, on which the release date 
has been moved up from Septem- 
ber to August. 


that of several of the other major 
Company sales chiefs who have at- 
tempted to break tradition this 
years by turning out some of their 
More costly product during the 
Usual b.o. dogdays. RKO’s Robert 
A. Mochrie, for example, has slated 


chances of consummation + 


(Mac- | atre shutterings. Package plan, in- 
Millen) on the spot with potential | stituted by the late Carl Laemmle 
money-lenders to the new com-| when he was head of Universal, in- 
pany and he has no choice but|cluded a_ feature, 


Rodgers’ move is in line with | 





Arnstein ELC Controller 


Arnstein, formerly 
treasurer of Films Classics, has 
been named controller for Eagle 
Lion Classics. It’s a newly-created | 
post. 
David 
treasurer, 


Eugene 


Bagle Lion 
in the same 


Melamed, 
continues 
capacity with ELC. 


Package Revival | 
Sought as Closed 
House Antidot 


San Francisco, July 11. 

Plea for the revival of the com- 
plete program package offered to | 
exhibitors at one time for a flat | 
rental, was submitted to all major | 
company sales chiefs this week by | 
the Pacific Coast Conference In- | 
dependent Theatre Owners as an | 


antidote to the raft of recent the- | 





| 


} 
| 


comedy and 
newsreel for $12.50 up, on a once- 
| a-week basis. 

Pointing out that distributors 
“cannot sella closed theatre,” 
PCCITO claimed revival of the 
plan, while saving many exhibs 
from being forced to shut down, 
would also benefit the distribs. 
Plan should be offered to “those 
theatres that are struggling to keep 
open,” the exhib organization said. 
While various exhib groups have 
been clamoring for some time for 
reduced film rentals, the PCCITO 
is the first to suggest so drastic a 
change in present policy and is be- 
lieved to reflect the desperate sit- 
uation in. which many exhibs now 
find themselves. 

Organization pointed out that 
theatre operators have already cut 
their expenses to the bone. In) 
most_of the so-called marginal sit- 
uations, it added, ‘film rentals are 
running above 40% and many 
times over 50% and the distribu- 
tors will not cut. They do not care 

(Continued on page 18) 


MacMillen Due in N.Y. 


From Paris Quickie 
William C. MacMillen, Jr., Eagle | 
Lion’s v. p. in charge of operations, | 
returns to New York today (Wed.) | 
after a six-day trip to Paris. He | 
left last Thursday (6) with Sam) 
Seidelman, EL foreign chief. 











Sei- 
delman has gone on to London and 
will remain abroad several more 
weeks. 

Purpose of the quickie to France 
has been kept shrouded. It is said, 
‘however, to have been on “general 
| company business” rather than a 

specific production deal. 

| MacMillen is slated to go to the 
Coast shortly to explore the dispo- 
sition of EL’s studio, which is in- 
operative and promises to remain 





Six top films for release in July | so under the company’s policy serv- 
and August, while 20th-Fox sales | ing solely as a distrib, When he'll 
veepee Andy W. Smith, Jr., is also; shove off hinges on outcome of 
*tting some of his top product go| present negotiations regarding the 


this month and next. 


| merger with Film Classics. 


'tion holdings to J. Arthur Rank. 





pIycae npc EXIT | Jersey Exhibs Joust Over Who Started 
PIES NEW SETUPS Admission Cuts as ‘Samson’ Is Shorn 


tion on major lots via semi-autono- 
mous units is highlighted currently 
by the resignation last week of | 
Henry Ginsberg as Paramount’s 
studio chief. That reportedly was 
the takeoff point from which Par 
will veer more heavily to the unit 
plan, as RKO and Columbia are 
already doing and Warner Bros. is 
understood to be preparing to do. 


Shift in the method of studio op- 


Growing trend toward produc- | 
| 


| eration is partially an economy 


baby. It’s a means of cutting front | 
office overhead by slashing the 
number of supervisory execs and | 
putting more authority (creatively, 
although not financially) in the 
hands of the men actually making 
the pictures. | 


More importantly, however, it’s | 


|an attempt to find an answer to 
|the need for better quality films— | 


films that vary from the Hollywood | 
norm and that have individuality | 
and character. They are the only | 
xind that are doing appreciable biz 
at the b.o. currently. 
The semi-autonor:ous unit ful- 
fills this need in that it puts more 
emphasis on the craft. know-how 
and ingenuity of individual film- 
makers. It reduces the controls of 
the front office in everything but 
budget and thus tends to get away 
from assembly line techniques. 
At the same time, by having a 
sufficient number of the units and | 
with each given the responsibility 
of turning out two, three, four or | 
even more pix a year, it is possible 
to get the desired quantity without 
too much strain. Par, for instance, 
will be aiming for production of 36 
or more features during the com- 
ing year. That’s an attempt to 
take advantage of exhib demand | 
for more product. | 
Autonomy of the various units | 
differs. It hinges largely on the 
(Continued on page 18) 


Auten's 7006 Suit 
Vs. N.Z.'s Kerridge 


Harold Auten, now an exec with 
United Artists, filed a $706,125 
damage suit in N. Y. supreme 
court last week against New Zea- 
land theatre operator R. J. Ker- 
ridge as well as eight other An- 
tipodes picture firms. Basis of the 
action is Auten’s claim that Ker- 
ridge never paid him 10% commis- 
sion for engineering a sale of the 
latter’s theatre and film distribu- 





In another legal maneuver, 
Auten obtained a warrant of at- 
tachment June 30 directing a N. Y. 
sheriff to seize Kerridge’s account 
at the Chase National Bank. This | 
step was revealed in an affidavit 
submitted to the court by Auten, 
in which he requested permission 
to serve a summons on the theatre- 
man by publication, inasmuch as 
the defendant is a non-resident. 

On May 10, 1945, according to 
the complaint, Kerridge, in behalf 
of himself and other defendants, 
entered into an agreement with 
Auten whereby the latter was to 
effect a sale of the circuit chief's 
theatre and distribution holdings 
to J. Arthur Rank in return for a 
10% commision. Such a deal was 
negotiated, it’s asserted, when 
around March 29, 1946, Rank ac- 
quired voting stock, representing 
| 50% interest in Kerridge’s assets, 
for £1,750,000, or $7,061,250 at 
the existing rate of exchange. 

Despite his efforts in Kerridge’s 
behalf, Auten charges, the Down 
Under film topper “failed and ne- 
glected” to pay him anything for 
his services. Breach of contract 
suit seeking damages of $706,125, 
plus interest from March 29, 1946, 
followed. Aside from Kerridge, 
other defendants include Kerridge- 
Odeon Theatres; Kerridge The- 
atres; Fullers Theatres Corp.; 
J. C. Williamson Picture Corp.; 
John Fuller & Sons; Theatre Magt.; 
West Coast Amusements and 
British Empire Films of N. Z. 











| propriate action,” as 


Now Kelly, Chalif Must 





-+ New 


-Par’s Israeli Short 


Paramount is readying a two- 
reel film on Israel for early fall re- 
lease, company sales chief A. W. 
Schwalberg. said in N. Y. last week. 

Tagged “The New Pioneers,” the 
short deals with the progress of 
Israel since winning its independ- 
ence. Pic was produced and di- 
rected by Baruch Dienar at Israel 
Motion Picture Studios, Ltd. 


Minn. Exhib Group 
Admitting Lack Of 


Proof on Forcing 


Minneapolis, June 11. 
Although an appeal went out 
from North Central Allied several 
weeks ago for affidavits to back up 


complaints of forcing of pictures 
in alleged violation of the consent 
decree, nary a one has been forth- 





| coming yet, S. D. Kane, the body’s 


executive counsel, reveals. Con- 
sequently, the organization still has 
no tangible testimony or evidence 
to support its charges and to for- 
ward to the Dept. of Justice. 


Until such affidavits are availble 
to send to Washington the D. of J. 
will not be asked “to take ap- 
had been 
planned, and there'll be no attempt, 
accordingly, to have the alleged 
offenders prosecuted. Even the 
complainers haven’t sent in any af- 
fidavits, Kane admits. 


North Central Allied even went 


Jersey exhibs Walter 
|Reade, Jr., and Wilbur Snaper 
| were in a snarl this week over al- 
|legations made by Snaper in the 
press and in Jersey Allied’s bulle- 
jtin that the Reade circuit had 
initiated price-cutting on “Samson 
and Delilah.” It was Snaper him- 
self who started the admission- 
trimming, Reade charged, with the 
Reade action merely a retaliatory 
measure to show Snaper what 
,could happen:if he wanted to get 
(in a battle over prices. 

| Reade asserted that Snaper, 
| prez of N. J. Allied, had rushed 
into print about the Reade move 
merely to impress his membership 
with his vigilance. Reade is active 
in Allied’s rival exhib organiza- 
tion, Theatre Owners of America. 

Paramount, meantime, was 
caught in the crossfire of the two 
circuit ops. Par’s action was the 
initial breakdown since ‘“Sam- 
son's’ release last December of 
the upped admission scale on the 
pic. Other exhibs who had volun- 
teered to tilt their prices in ac- 
cord with the nationwide practice 
on the DeMille epic were pouring 
squawks in on the distrib. 

Par was powerless to stop 
either Reade or Snaper from 
Slashing scales, however, since the 
anti-trust decrees prohibit a dis- 
tributor from fixing admission 
prices. Policy previously had 
been adhered by exhibs merely 
at Par’s suggestion and by the 
fact that it was charging 70% 
rental, making the .upped prices 
almost a necessity if the house 
was to show a reasonable profit. 

Tear Sheets As Proof 

Reade this week .produced news- 

paper tear sheets to prove his 
(Continued on page 18) 





_ ort contrat aia sven went DOES, Wont Fight 


used in the affidavits. Kane says 


he can’t account for the lack of re- | 
body’s | 


sponse. Some of the 
leaders, however, are beefing about 
“lack of guts” on the members’ 
part and also are talking about | 
fears of distributors’ “reprisals” 
being deterrents. 


In the face of the absence of af- 
fidavits and local exchange heads’ 
denials of the charges of forcing 
or conditioning the sale of any pic- 
tures on the purchase of others, 
Kane still insists that the “unlaw- 
ful practice” is being engaged in 
by “some of the film companies in 
this territory.” “I know whereof 
I speak,” asserts Kane. “I also 
know that it’s only a question of 
time before we have the necessary | 
affidavits to bring about govern- 
mental action.” 





Sell UA Owners on Buy 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Arthur W. Kelly and Vitalis 
Chalif, repping United Artists’ 
board today (Tues.), held their 
third meeting in a week with own- 
ers Mary Pickford and Charles 
Chaplin. They are reportedly giv- 
ing them the details of Harry 
Popkin’s offer to take over man- 
agement of the company and try- 
ing to sell them on the idea of | 





| 
| 


Divorce Sked Date 


Dept. of Justice won’t tussle with 

Loew’s, Warner Bros. and 20th- 
Fox on a difference of interpreta- 
tion of the starting date for the 
divorcement-divestiture . schedule 
ordered by the Supreme Court. 
Filing of the Washington tribunal's 
mandate with the federal statutory 
court in New York teed off a minor 
dispute Monday (10) between com- 
pany and government attorneys on 
the starting date. 
' Supreme Court rendered its de- 
cision against the three firms 
June 5, ordering them to file di- 
vorcement plans in six months and 
complete divorcement in three 
years, as well as to file divestiture 
plans in one year. Question is 
whether the time schedule runs 
from the date of decision or from 
this past Monday when the court’s 
mandate was formally filed with 
the statutory tribunal in New 
York—a difference of a little over 
a month. 

D. of J. spokesman said yester- 
day (Tues.) that the department’s 
stand was that it started June 5. 
“However,” he added, “if the com- 
panies find that one extra month 
so helpful, we won't fight about it.” 
He admitted that the three de- 


| sociate in the deal, Joseph Just- 


accepting it. |fendants had some argument on 


Kelly and Chalif have also been | their side inasmuch as Monday's 


: : , ._ | was the first formal notice they 
huddling with Popkin and his as | had received of the Supreme Court 


decision. 


man, in an effort to work out 


further details. 





Popkin’s original 
offer was not acceptable to UA’s 
board and Kelly and Chalif were 
delegated to try to up the terms. 
It is believed that some com- 
promise has been achieved, but 
there are still facets unsatisfactory 
to UA, 

Deal calls for Popkin to advance | 
sufficient coin (better than $1,000,- | 
000) to the UA treasury to guar- 
antee continued operation of the 
company for at least a year and 
to provide product. When UA has 


Agency ‘Sales Confabs 


Helen Strauss, who handles book, 
mag and film sales for the Wiliiam 
Morris agency in New York, leaves 
today (Wed.) for the Coast. It’s an 
annual two-week visit for huddleés 
with Morris office execs there. 

Among yarns she is taking vith 
her for possible film sale are Prenk 
Yerby’s new novel, “Flood T.de” 





achieved a position of financial 
stability, Popkin would get 12,000 
shares out of the treasury, repping 
60% ownership 


which he has dedicaied to her. an@ 
ithe Max Shulman-Ro*ert Pens 
| Warren original, “Don’t Bury Me 


WM’s Strauss to Coast For _ 
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Three Little Words 
(MUSICAL-COLOR) ~ 


Metro release of Jack Cummings pro- 
duction. Stars Fred Astaire, Red Skelton, 
Vera-Ellen, .Arlene Dahl; features Kee- 
man Wynn, Gale Robbins, Gloria DeHaven, | 
Phil Regan. Directed by Richard Thorpe. 
Screenplay, George Wells, based on lives 
and songs of Bert Kalmar and Harry | 
Ruby: dances, Hermes Pan; musical di- 
rection, Andre Previn; camera (Techni- 
color), Harry Jackson; editor, Ben Lewis; 
technical adviser, Ruby. Previewed N. Y., 
June 20, ‘50. Running time, 100 MINS. 


Bert Kalmar Fred Astaire 
Harry Ruby ... 
Jessie Brown K 
Eileen Percy 
Charlie Kope 
Terry Lordel .. 
Mrs. Carter De |! 
Phil Regan 


| 


} 


Peet ir Vera-Ellen 
Arlene Dahl 
Keenan Wynn 
...s.++-Gale Robbins 
laven..Gloria De Haven 
.. Himself 


almar 


Clanahan Harry Shannon 
Helen Kane Debbie Reynolds 
Al Masters .....-- ; Paul Harvey 
Dan Healy.... ..Carleton Carpenter 
Al Schacht .. eee, George Metkovich 
The Great Mendoza bane Himself 


Metro has a sure winner in this 
one. A biopic of the songwriting 
team of Harry Ruby and the late 
Bert Kalmar, the picture is a 
charmful, entertaining cavalcade 
of show business which = spans 
their years together from _pre- 
World War I until Kalmar’s death 
in 1947. | 

It has Fred Astaire, Red Skelton 
and Vera-Ellen for the marquee; 
a full roster of the team’s top 
song hits, culminating in the title 
tune. “Three Little Words”; the 
standard lush Metro production 
trappings, beautifully endowe d 
with Technicolor, and the kind of 
story that should insure the best 
word-of-mouth. Plus which, 
there’s the nostalgic touch, usually 
good for extra grosses. It looks 
Jike a potent remedy for the cur- 
rently-dawdling b.o. 

“Words” is somewhat of a trade 
ripley in the biofilm category, in 
that Kalmar and Ruby took a hand 
themselves in lining up the story. 
However, it's not the first time 
that the subject of such a picture 
actually helped script it but it is 
much closer to realism than when 
Richard Rodgers, for instance, as- 
sisted on the Rodgers & Hart bi- 
opic, “Words and Music” (also 
Metro). George Wells gets full 
credit for the screenplay (and it’s 
an extremely nifty job), with Ruby 
listed as technical adviser. Audi- 
ence hepsters,-though, will recog- 
nize the authentic touches as re- | 
flecting the story contributions of | 
the cleffers. 

Toplined by Astaire as Kalmar | 
and Skelton as Ruby, the entire 
cast does fine work under the skill- 
ful direction of Richard Thorpe. 
For Astaire, it’s unquestionably his 
best picture in some time. His 
terping, as always, is tops, his 
singing is adequate and his char- 
acterization of Kalmar, while never | 
deeply-etched, does full justice to 
the late songwriter’s many talents, | 
which included, in addition to his | 
music, song-and-dance specialties | 
and magic. Skelton, too, turns in| 
his best performance in recent. 
vears. While the script gives him | 
plenty of opportunity to display | 
his mugging and slapstick, it also) 
gives him a role with some heart | 
and he turhs on the more sympa- | 
thetic emotions surprisingly well. | 

Vera-Ellen, with this picture, be- | 
comes the undisputed premiere | 
danseuse of the screen. She) 
matches Astaire tap for tap in 
their terping duets, which is no 
mean achievement, and looks to be 
—a the best partner he’s ever 

ad. Her singing, too, gets by and, 
as Jessie Brown, Kalmar’s vaude 
partner who later became his wife, 
she emotes competently—and those | 
beautiful gams are no hindrance. 
Arlene Dahl plays Eileen Percy, 
silent film star who later married 


Ruby, and also turns in a standout builds a good feeling of suspense gj 


performance. Her musical talents, 
while they don't get the play 
given the others, are adequate and 
she looks terrif in Techni. 

Yarn, while doing the usual 
glossy job on its subjects, sticks 
closely to the Kalmar-Ruby 
careers. It picks up Astaire and 
Vera-Ellen as a headline act in 
vaude, with Astaire (Kalmar) ach- 
ing to be a magico. Skelton 
(Ruby) is a Coney Island honky- 
tonk pianist with a bug for base- 
ball and a penchant for writing 
lyries. Two of them get together 
when Astaire makes an abortive 
aitempt to do a solo magie act. 
When a knee injury interrupts As- 
taire’s dancing Career, the two 
team in their songwriting, striking 
paydirt with their initialer, “My 
Sunny Tennessee.” Rest of the 
story traces their steady rise in 
cleffing, musicomedy production 
and their entry into Hollywood, 
where they wroté for Wheeler and 
Woolsey ‘who aren't mentioned) 
and the Marx Bros. ‘who are). 
They split over a misunderstand- 
ing and go their separate ways for 
several years until they are finally 
Teunited through a ruse cooked up 
by their wives for a happy fadeout. 

Interspersed are the bits of nos- 
talgia which help give the picture 
impact. Thus, everytime Skelton 
as Ruby, gets a yen for a wrong 
xal, Astaire and Vera-Ellen tip Al 
Schacht ‘played nicely by ball- 
player George Metkovich) te in- 





vite their erring partner down to 
spring training to get his mind off 
the women. It’s in these baseball 
scenes that Skelton sells his best 
slapstick. In addition, there’s a 
production sequence with Helen 
Kane (portrayed by Debbie Rey- 
nolds) making with the boop-boop- 
de-doop in “I Wanna Be Loved By 
You,” in which Miss Kane’s voice 
is used on the soundtrack. And, 
use of the title song as a peg on} 
which to hang much of the story, is | 
cleverly contrived. 

Supporting cast is topnotch. | 
Keenan Wynn gets 





in some fine} 
licks as Charlie Kope, the cleffing | 
team’s agent and friend, while | 
Gale Robbins is a beauteous|! 
femme fatale as one of the women | 
who almost leads Skelton astray. | 
Gloria DeHaven (playing her 
mother, Mrs. Carter DeHaven) is 
spotted in only one sequence, in 
which she thrushes “Who’s Sorry 
Now?” but she registers solidly. 
Phil Regan plays himself, and 
nicely too, as a bandleader who 
helps reunite the two estranged 
partners at the finale. Carleton 
Carpenter makes for a good Dan 
Healy, and Harry Shannon scores 
in a short bit as the honkytonk 
operator. ’ 

List of songs reads like an 
ASCAP  scoresheet. Among _ the 
other Kalmar and Ruby hits are 
such as “So Long Oolong,” “Never- 
theless,” “All Alone Monday,” “‘Up 
in thee Clouds,” “Thinking of | 
You” and “I Love You So Much.” 
Also featured is “‘Where Did You 
Get That Girl,?” penned by Kal- 
mar and Harry Puck; “Come on, 
Papa,” written by Ruby and Edgar 
Leslie, and “You Are My 
Star,” cleffed by Nacio Herb) 
Brown and Arthur Freed, which | 
serves as the theme tune for Re- | 
gan’s orch. 

To top off the film, producer 
Jack Cummings has given it the 
best in technical assists. Hermes 
Pan’s choreography is fine, par- 
ticularly a “Mr. and Mrs. Hoofer” 
routine danced by Astaire and 
Vera-Ellen. Harry Jackson’s su- 
pervision of the color cameras is 
masterful, and Ben Lewis’ editing 
helps the film perk along with nary 
a dull moment. Stal. 


Lucky | 


} 
| 





Union Station 
Hollywood, July 8. 


release of Jules Schermer 
Stars William Holden, Nancy 


Paramount 
production. 


Olson, Barry Fitzgerald: features Lyle 
Bettger, Jan Sterling. Directed by Ru- | 
dolph Mate. Screenplay. Sydney Boehm: 


based on a story by Thomas Walsh: cam- 
era, Daniel L. Fapp; editor, Ellsworth 
Hoagland. Tradeshown July 6, 50. Run- 
ning time, 81 MINS. 


Lt. William Calhoun.... William Holden 


Joyce Willecombe ..... Naney Olson 
Inspector Donnelly...... Barry Fitzgerald 
WED EI, vss 5 6.6 ¥.iea.000-4.3 Lyle Bettger 
Marge Wrighter ......... Jan Sterling 
Lorna Murchison......... Allene Roberts 
Henry Murchison.......... Herbert Heyes 


Gus Hadder 
Vince Marley ; 
Detective Shattuck ....... 
Detective Gottschalk..... 
Detective Fay............ 
Detective Stein 


Don Dunning 
obs eueebwas Fred Graff 
. James Seay 
Parley E. Baer 
Ralph Sanford 
Richard Karlen 


ROCSCtIVe ROG. .... veces. Bigelow Sayre 
Howard Kettner......... Charles Dayton 
Pretty Girl a . Jean Ruth 


Young Man Masher 
Conductor Skelly 


ee eeae Paul Lees 
. Harry Hayden 


“Union Station” is a melodrama 
that locales its thrills in a big city 
railway terminal and spins off a 
tale of kidnapping in a neatly 
paced 81 minutes. Names of Wil- 
liam Holden and Barry Fitzgerald, 
plus the generally okay reception 
that will be accorded it, indicate a 
nice b.o. payoff. 

The Thomas Walsh story holds 
together in logical fashion as 
scripted by Sydney Boehm and di- 
rected by Rudolph Mate. Latter 


and keeps the pace moving prop- 
,;erly. There are a few instances 
when he allows a single scene or 
player to become too theatrical but 
_the overall effect is exeellent for | 
| the melodrama market. 

_in appearance to head up the rail- 
| Way policing department of 


| 


|form and will be liked. 
| passenger arriving at the termi-' 
nal reports two suspicious charac- | 
/ters. The passenger is Nancy Ol- 
son, secretary ot a rich man and 
his blind daughter, Allene Roberts. 
Events prove Miss Roberts has 
been kidnapped and the terminal 
is to be used as the payoff location. 


The Jules Schermer production 
catches the feel of a large terminal 
and its constantly shifting scenes 
of people arriving and departing, 
aptly setting up the scene for care- 
ful city and railway police work 
_in solving the kidnap case. The 
elements of chase and danger, 
against an off-beat locale, hold 
the attention. 


__ Romance angle in having Hol- | 
den and Miss Olson strike a finale | 
clinch is ordinary but okay the-| 
|atre. From the death of one of 
the kidnappers beneath the stam- | 
peding hoofs of cattle in a stock- 
yard to the underground shoot-it- 
out battle between Holden and the 
gang leader, Lyle Bettger, how-. 


b 





Miniature Reviews 


“Three Little Words” (Mu- 


sical-Color) (M-G). Sock bio- 
ic of songwriters Kalmar & 
uby; surefire boxoffice. ; 
“Union Station” (Par). Kid- 
nap melodrama laid in metro- 
politan railway station. Good 
b.o. outlook in general market. 
“Abbott & Costello in the 
Foreign Legion” (U). Okay 
A&C comedy for their fans 
and general family situations. 
“South of Death Valley” 
(Col). Routine Charles Star- 
rett western in the Durango 
Kid series; okay for actioners. 
“Covered Wagon Raid” (Rep). 
Allan “Rocky” Lane in stand- 
ard sagebrush actioner for the 
western trade. 








ever, emphasis is on melodrama, 
not romance. 

This is Bettger’s second film 
start and he handles it well, put- 
ting over the tough, ruthless kid- 
napper solidly. Fitzgerald is like- 
able as wise city cop and Miss Ol- 


son is nicely matter-of-fact as the | 
girl who helps spoil the kidnap- | 


per’s game. Jan Sterling, Bett- 
ger’s moll, shows up neatly in a 
brief spot and Miss Roberts is good 
as the victim. Herbert Heyes, her 
father, and the remainder of the 
cast answer all demands. 
Schmerer’s physical production 


contributions have been expertly 
lensed by “Daniel L. Fapp and 
scored by Irvin Talbot. Editing 
by Ellsworth. Hoagland permits | 
few slack moments in the footage. | 
Brog. 


Abbott and Costello 


In the Foreign Legion 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Universal release of Robert Arthur pro- 
duction. Stars Bud Abbott, Lou Costello; 
features Patricia Medina, Walter Slezak, 
Douglas Dumbrille. Directed by Charles 


Lamont. Screenpiay, John Grant, Martin 
Ragaway, Leonard Stern; story, D. D. 
Beauchamp: camera, George Robinson; 
editor, Frank Gross. Previewed July 10, 
’*50. Running time, 80 MINS. 
OS i Oo era Bud Abbott 
EeG BIOtenRia®...iccvcia Lou Costello 
POUCUNE occ dsb caereasense Patricia Medina 
Axmann..........ssce..-.-Walter Slezak 
Hamud El Khalid..... Douglas Dumbrille 
ree Leon Belasco 
PEARS .4.0 00 cnc rsosvvce Mare Lawrence 
pS” errs caer ee Wee Willie Davis 
ee ae errr ree ee Tor Johnson 
BertPaM . cc. ccvccccccces Sam Mancker 
Ali Ami . Jack Raymond 
Commandant. ....cccscccees Fred Nurney 
Ibn Jaeee bbe eWhar cane Paul Fiefro 
DD. 2 cube cohiataceeaness Hienry Corden 
Abbott and Costello transport 
their usual set of antics to the 


Foreign Legion for the pleasure of | 


their following and the family 
trade in general. “A&C in 
Foreign Legion” isn’t the comics’ 
best, neither is it the worst, so 
boxoffice returns should please in 
those situations that always rate a 
payoff on the two laugh-makers. 
Charles Lamont’s direction isn’t 
always as fast as it should have 
been, but he handles the gags and 
physical comedy situations neatly 


during the 80 minutes of footage. | 


Comedy routines are broad in 
treatment in the script by John 
Grant, Martin Ragaway and Leon- 
ard Stern. All will 
laughs but few real roars. 

Plot idea in D. D. Beauchamp’s 
story has the two comics chasing 
off to Algiers to persuade an 
Arabian behemoth to return to the 

S. wrestling circuit. Once in 
the desert, the boys get fouled up 
in a nasty piece of skullduggery 
between natives and a Foreign 


Legion traitor and find themselves | 
the Legion- | 
In between chasing pretty 


duped into joining 
naires. 
ave girls, avoiding native knifes 
and desert thirst, the clowns foil 
the plot, wind up heroes and get 
their wrestler. 

Wrestling routines are good for 
chuckles and there’s a chase across 


the desert with the comics in a 


William Holden, while vouthful jeep and the Arabs on horseback | 


that has its comedy-action points. 


a Costello’s inadvertent purchase of | 
_metropolitan terminal, is in good; a group of slave girls at auction | 
Kidnap- and sights of other scantily cos- | 
ping is revealed when a femme, tumed femmes offer something for | 


the male adults. 
In such an escapist setup there 


has to be a beautiful femme spy. | 
Role strains | 


Patricia Medina is it. 
no histrionic talent but treats the 


eyes. Walter Slezak is the dirty 
Legionnaire traitor and Douglas 
Dumbrille plays the  skulking 


sheik who aids the skullduggery. 


Wee Willie Davis is the Arabian | 


wrestler, impressive in size. Others 
in the cast have very short footage. 
Robert Arthur’s production su- 
pervision supplies a good array of 
technical assists to abet the 
comedy, such as George Robin- 
son's lensing and the editing by 
Frank Gross. Brog. 


Thorpe on ‘Thorpe’ 


Hollywood, July 14. 





Jim Thorpe reported to Warners | 


to begin work as technical adviser 

on “Jim Thorpe, All American.” 
Film rolls next month with Burt 

Lancaster starring, 


the | 


rate good, 


South of Death Valley 


Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett; features 
Gail Davis, Fred Sears, Lee Roberts, Rich- 
ard Emory, Clayton Moore, Tommy Dun- 
can & His Western All Stars. Directed by 
Ray Nazarro. Screenplay, Earle Snell, 
from story by James Gruen; camera, 


Fayte Browne; editor, Paul Borofsky. At 
New York theatre, N. Y., July 4, °50. 
Running time, 54 MINS. 

Steve Downey! 

Durango Kid |j|........ .. Charles Starrett 
Smiley Burnette....... . Smiley Burnette 
Molly Tavish........ bate 44 408 Gail Davis 
pS Baer PORT Pe ~ fF | 
Scotty Tavdaih.. .cccccccees Lee Roberts 
Tommy Tavish..... «.eee+ Richard Emory 
lS) Peer rer re ie re te Clayton Moore 
NE: 4 6 « ha wribtewiace ..... Jason Robards 


Tommy Duncan & His Western All Stars 





Again holding down a dual role, 
| Charles Starrett gets off some hard 


|riding and snappy shooting to foil | 


the outlaws in “South of 
| Valley.” Story is no gem of orig- 
inality, but it’s an adequate prop 
on which to hang a bundle of ac- 


tion. Film will satisfy oater fans 
and rates as suitable for its in- 
tended market. 


Old yarn about the miners vs. 
ranchers in a war over polluted 
water was pulled off the 
shelves by Earle Snell, who screen- 
played from James Gruen’s story. 
As usual, Starrett is a virile, two- 
fisted champion of law and order. 
Smiley Burnette supplies the com- 


Death | 


story | 


edy relief while the supporting | 


cast is topped by Gail Davis, Fred 
Sears and Lee Roberts. Tommy 
Duncan and His Western All Stars 
render a couple of outdoor ditties. 


Direction of Ray Nazarro is stand- 
ard, as is the lensing of Fayte 
Browne, Gilb. 


Covered Wagon Raid 
Hollywood, July 7. 





Republic release of Gordon Kay pro- 
duction. Stars Allan “‘Rocky” Lane: fea- | 
tures Eddy Waller, Alex Gerry, Lyn 
| Thomas, Buron Barr, Dick Curtis.  Di- 
| rected by R. G. Springsteen. Written by 
M. Coates Webster; camera, John Mac 
Burnie; editor, Harry Keller. Previewed 
July 7, ’50." Running time, 60 MINS. 
Allan “Rocky” Lane....... Himself 
PAMEOD GAME io hcciet ices Eddy Waller 
Harvey Grimes........ ; Alex Gerry 
Bi 2 Se Lyn Thomas 
ee ore Byron Barr 
Grif F605 4b ab os 69 Kk Dick Curtis 
OS a eee rey Pierce Lyden 
SE Sen yk oal wb aaa igo ee .Sherry Jackson 
SD PODS ny 64 based sane Rex Lease 
Pete .. Lester Dorr 
A ee ..Lee Roberts 

Allan- “Rocky” Lane turns in- 
Surance investigator in his latest 
sagebrusher, “Covered Wagon 
Raid.” Its ingredients are stand- 
‘ard to the Lane series, with 


enough oater heroics to please the 
Saturday matinee fans. 

When settlers journeying 
rich valley are continually 
bushed, robbed and killed, Lane 
is sent to locate the trouble. He 
finds a gang of hijackers, well-in- 
formed on settler movements, get- 
ting rich off their loot. Knowing 
that the gang’s apparent 
isn’t brainy enough to steer the 
dirty work, Lane suspects an un- 
'dercover leader. 
it’s the seemingly 
saloon operator and town post- 
master, who reads other people’s 
mail to learn what settlers to rob 
and kill. 

With the aid of Eddy Waller, 
crusty ranch foreman and Byron 
Barr, prairie playboy who settles 
down just in time, Lane geis the 
goods on his men, and those who 
+do not fall under the fire of his 
sixgun, land in jail. Lane’s steed, 
| Black Jack, 
chance to do a few tricks for the 
pleasure of the kiddies, but other- 
wise, he is an able partner in the 
chase action. Waller, Alex Gerry, 
the top crook, Barr, Dick Curtis 
and others supply the standard 
characterizations to be found in 
M. Coates Webster's script. 

R. G. Springsteen’s direction of 
the Gordon Kay production could 
have been tigher, but he does em- 
phasize a number of fast-action 
sequences with the flamboyance 
that appeals to moppet ticket-buy- 
ers. 


to a 
am- 





Bitter Springs 
(AUSTRALIAN) 
i Sydney, June 23. 
British Empire Films release of Ealing 
Studio-Michael Balcon production. Stars 
Tommy Trinder and Chips Rafferty. Di- 
rected by Ralph Smart. Screenplay. W. P. 
Lipscomb anc 
| George Heath; 


editor, 
Previewed 


t . Bernard Gribble. 
in Sydney. 


Running time, 


leader | 


Sure enough, | 
respectable | 


arrives at Bitter Springs, a water- 
hole in the possession of the Kara- 
garni tribe of aboriginals. King 
drives the aboriginals away from 
their natural hunting grounds, 
| They retaliate by killing his sheep. 
,How King, his family and tribal 
| leaders finally work out a plan so 
| that the white man and the natives 
'may live in harmony makes for a 
|/moving and novel piece of screen 
| entertainment. 

Chips Rafferty, as Wally King, 
turns in a neat performance, cap- 
| turing the true spirit of the Austra- 
‘lian pioneer seeking new lands to 
conquer. Tommy Trinder fits easily 
into the plot as an ex-vaude per- 
former down on his luck who joins 
the trek to the new land. 

Smart has interwoven into the 
plot for femme appeal a well-con- 
structed romance between Nonnie 
Piper (easy-to-look-at new Aussie 
player) and Britisher Gordon Jack- 
son. Michael Pate as a mounted 
gendarme of the backwoods gives a 
good performance, with the re- 
mainder of the cast adequate. 
| The big novelty in the film is the 
amazing acting turned in by a tribe 
of untrained aboriginals. There is 
something new in their tribal 
dances and hunting expeditions. 
Camera work by George Heath is 
superb. _# 

“Bitter Springs” is without doubt 
the best Aussie production turned 
out by Ealing. Rick. 





y y hy —] . 
World Youth Festival 
(Color; Documentary) 
(RUSSIAN) 

Artkino release of Moscow Central Doc- 
umentary Film Studio production. Di- 
rected by Arsha Ovanesova; screenplay, 
Ovanesova: camera, Georogi Bobroy, At 

Stanley, N. Y., July 8, ’50. 





The Budapest International 
Youth Festival, held in that city 
last year, is the basis for this rou- 
tine documentary. Some 16 coun- 
tries are billed in narration as par- 
ticipating, with about 10,000 dele- 
gates in attendance. It shapes up 
as strictly another youth day or 
peoples’ mass meeting in Moscow, 
only on a lesser scale. It is okay 
for Russo-language houses, espe- 
cially when given supporting pic- 
tures, as at this house. 

“World Youth Festival” isn't the 


best documentary made by Soviet” 


producers. Heavily padded with 
patent Russian propaganda, it 
won't do so well in many Ameri- 
can theatres of today. 

Most colorful part of film is the 
athletic meet. But every winner 
appears to be a stalwart from the 
Soviet Union. Occasionally, a 
Hungarian athlete is announced as 
copping first, but not often. And 
always, it’s a new record or some- 
thing super that the Russian has 
done. The Magic-color used is 
similar to any number of color 
processes used in the U. S., but 
not as good as Technicolor. Wear. 


Ho Sognato ll Paradiso 


(I Dreamt of Paradise) 
| (ITALIAN) 


| Artisti Associati release of 


should have had a. 


Genoa, July 1. 
Itala Film 
production. Stars Geraldine Brooks, Vitto- 
rio Gassmann; features Franca Marzis 
Saro Urzi, Lucille Marsh, Gianni Guar- 
neri. Directed by Giorgio Pastina. Screen- 
play, Pastina, Fulvio Palmieri, from play 
by Guido Cantini; camera, Arturo Gallea; 
editor, Giancarlo Capelli. At Lux, Genoa, 
Running time, 85 MINS. 


A superficially treated and weak- 
ly directed film version of a Guido 
Cantini play, this deals with the 
attempt by a prostitute to escape 
her present way of life and find 
happiness in the love of a young 
attorney. At first ignorant of her 
social status, he finally finds out 
the truth, and in desperation, she 
commits suicide. 

Looks very dubious for U. S. 
Characters are weakly drawn and 
film maneges only a few sincere 
moments under director Giorgio 
Pastina’s uninspired direction. 

Geraldine Brooks’ performance 
as the girl is fine and limited only 
by the material at hand. Vittorio 


/Gassmann is miscast as her vis-a- 


M. Danischewsky; camera, | 


» MINS, 

woe «ay CREE Ce Tommy Trinder | 
| W _. 2 * Beene ras Chips Rafferty 
Mac... oes eee seeecnsets Gordon Jackson 
| “*Ma King errr rT TTT rer ... Jean Blue 
John Kins Lanbeeretaents Charles Tingwell 
| mma King............+... Nonnie Piper 
CDOPHC.....+.- wertry Nicky Yardley 
yo! | errr Michael Pate 
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Henry Murdoch 





| Director Ralph Smart has cap- 
| tured the real spirit of Australia 
| pioneer days in “Bitter Springs” 
|for Ealing, bringing to the screen 
_a grand piece of cinematic fare. It 
_looks to win solid boxoffice in this | 
area and throughout the British 
_Isles. There also is a good chance 
ted healthy coin in selected U.S. 
eys. 


| The story opens in the seit | 


i After many early tribulations King | 


lot. Running time, 109 MINS. 
cheney neg, ES Anton Wolbrook 
Streetwalker............Simone Signoret 
OMG... . . 55.0 eka sees, Serge Reggiau 
Chambermaid .....seccseee> Simone Simon 
Student...... Pee cce ete seve Daniel Ge ‘0 
5. See $e0ebeds Danielle Darr 4 
are eeoeeee-Fermand Gr. 
te eh, SEE Odette Joys 
Piaywright..... ..se+ Jean-Louis Barrault 
ACCPOSB. oc ccsncsvoccecseccss Isa Miranda 
RNB. 04 Seer ebees saaneeeas Gerard Philipe 


1900’s when Wally King secures a, pean chore in 15 years. 
, government grant of 1,000 square tains many cinema names known 
miles in the heart of Australia, and! here, some with appeal for U. 5. 
decides to start a new sheep ranch. awdiences. “La Ronde” is a fantasy 





vis. Support is negligible. Techni- 
cal work is good. Pic has good ex- 
ploitation possibilities in Italy, but 
theme makes it a tough one to han- 
dle in America. Hawk. 


La Ronde 
(The Round) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, June 24. 
Sacha Gordine release and production. 
Stars Anton Wolbrook, Simone Simon, 
Daniel Gelin, Danielle Darrieux. Direct- 
ed by Max Ophuls. From a play by At 
thur Schnitzler. Camera, Christian Ma- 
tras; editor, Azar. At Palais De Chail- 





This is Max Ophul’s first Euro- 
Cast con- 


(Continued on page 16) 
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: Theatre TV Projection Unit | Pros & Cons of Theatre TV to Get 0.0 

New RCA aire Ojection UNI | ros & UONnS OF hear 0 Ler U.U. 
| | 
e H | e 
Schedule OF iflal AUN f ‘PTOM NeW £XxniD Group; INO Tie 
\ | ¢ = 
5 rCA’s new and improved thea-+ | | + Washington, July 11. 
tre television projection unit, | q. " Toa. oF | ‘By WHITNEY WILLIAMS . ° Articles of incorporation for the 
° which has been developed in as- Siegel Gets Post With 50 Hollywood. J - ‘a | Legion Hits ‘Robbery,’ new National Exhibitors Theatre 
. ati vi the 20th-Fox engi- . ‘a ollyw »vuly il. | . 9 ‘ levisi ; itte rere filed 
| | fociation (with, the, 20th-Fox engi) Royal Film Performance | yotiywood “producers: “desvite| ‘Panic’ Also Gets B Label Television Committee ‘were ‘fed 
8 or unvelliad within the next two! Norman Siegel, Paramount stu- squawks that there have been too! “Suggestive sequences” contained ganization which will study the 
. sell <« via a trial run at 20th’s .di0 ad-pub director, last week was many feature westerns, are going in RKO’s “Armored Car Robbery” | pros and cons of theatre video and 
a >a rere studios, N. Y. If the ,2&med member of the general com- | ahead with projected plans for the' and Monogram’s British import,| determine how they can best be 
“ _ gta Ir successful, RCA and | Mittee of the 1950 Royal Film Per-| same amount or more of these , “While the Sun Shines,” caused the utilized to aid picture houses. 
- a set decide to try it on the formance, sponsored by the Cine-, glorified gallopers. Studios’ angle! National Legion of Decency to af- Next step will be a formal or- 
i porn Oo ‘at one of the Broadway | ™atograph Trade Benevolent Fund. | is that westerns always have made fix Class B ratings to them last ganization meeting at which of- 
e showcase houses, probably the His appointment is in recognition | money, plenty of it, and time and | week. ficers will be chosen and the by- 
od act or Rivell | of his services to the fund in thg again have pulled both film com-| “Panic in the Streets,” a 20th-Fox laws ratified. Approval of the in- 
1 gg Piel of the new model will | Past. panies and theatres themselves out | entry, drew a similar label. It corporation papers is virtually 
7 S. oe 1]; Siegel was Hollywood coordina-, of the doldrums by their universal “tends _to condone immoral ac- Rees ti , “th 
also determine whether 20th will . s | ; L automatic; they were filed by Ma 
's ahead with its plans for a 22- tor for three Royal Film Perform-| appeal. Why, then, they ask,’ tions,” the Legion. stated. leus Cohn. radio attorney who ‘s 
theatre. £V circuit on the Coast | 22¢es which raised almost $500,000 | should they bypass these perennial | | special TV legal consultant for 
r this year. Charles P, Skouras, Na-| fr the British counterpart of Hol- bread-and-butter films for some-| 2 Theatre Owners of America. In- 
. oe 1 Theatres prez is currently | 1YWood’s Motion Picture Relief thing far less tangible? | corporators are listed as A. Julian 
in. Ne York ‘and expects to re-| Fund. In 1948 he also co-produced Result is that Hollywood is em- | rive- ns ell | Brylawski ‘Warner Bros. real estate 
oo he til the set is tested. If 4 Stage show for the British royal, barked upon as handsome a pro- | | chief here, and head of the D. C 
: wi nny well 20th reportedly family. joe ng voeraghs nat pangs Gramas «” | Theatre Owners Assn.; Frank M. 
ease pm 7 | as has been extant in a consider- | SO ag” ty - 1. 
plans to prime its Coast experi- | |: : Re Pe Peay at | H h M Boucher, manager of the Kogod- 
¢- ment for au early launching. Com- | > FrenPhenege Pegg: eee | | Wa enace | Burka theatre chain; and Harry 
‘ ay ia eakd te fae. adeleed tm this form of film is to get a hea thy | | Bachman, an indie Washington, ex- 
. ee Mee ee Nees te eae 0 ari S | boost in interest from here on in. | Poy ; 
At attempt leasing Tolerant ‘ ‘ink | Every major has one or more com- | | aie. nieeeiilieeies \Gontunis. ot ite 
ne or tee any Fed te | Ing up, and the majority currently | y tate roups | ener telnet is that it is com- 
al Co a vrrichy Commdenen hes | AFe, Soma Sar OF Benes. | | pletely independent of COMPO 
ommunications miss . All Metro also have a nice | | ee ecg 
Ly not decided by that time whether | ef on anneis sactiea’ oak te ie spaaiie ‘wilh | Washington, July 11. | (Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
u- to allocate exclusive air channels | ' be in this position. Currently it’s | The fast-growing drive-in the- | izations). Reason | for this, eX- 
wl for theatre TV use. shooting “Vengeance Valley,” star-| 4tre is creating new traffic head- | aor Mra eg agtiowr laa 
oy New unit basically is much lring Burt Lancaster, Robert Walk-| @ches for the states, which will re- | terest of the exhibitor in television 
a smaller than its predecessor, which For Theatre TV- she en sangeet Sone tecianl. | quire legislation to prevent mount- | is entirely different from that of 
“4 was the one used by 20th two |and Clark Gable next week is to | ing traffic jams and accidents, veh pong gg age baa cag 2 At 
, yeert ee for its experiments at Specific date when the Federal | get away with “Across the Wide — to a survey just | a ee 
ay the Fox theatre, Philadelphia. In Communications Commission will | Missouri,” with John Hodiak and | y ho a or: of i" oo t-te tities audi: tw 
e- order to meet fire underwriters | tee off its hearings on, granting ex- | James Whitmore also in top roles. | Hig me Officials. e | clei Gite te ational 
ice specifications, the control panel 'clusive channels for theatre tele-| (Continued on page 15) prong dy og to A peg i - | a niitece What Television a. 
for the unit will be operated by | vision is still undetermined. FCC | out de ¥ wit : + prone es se | aeleiiene sciestins ‘i deteate dene toneaiomena 
af Hees posth, Protector iteelf is | Ch#itman Wayne Coy, answering | rye multipiying, the states tansy ‘he| LARGO. eae still cutaide the {cla 
et theatre booth. Projector itself 1S| 4 request for specific information | multiplying, e states may be} Largest 0 s — oo 
th designed tor mounting either in a | ¢orwarded. by Gael Sullivan, exec | ] an ags swamped with conditions difficult |is the Allied States Assn., which is 
at theatre balcony or on a specially-| director of the Theatre Owners of | ee “yes first et a Bae nei 7 rae bad rb a tar 
ri- built platform in the auditorium, America, this week declined to es- | . ‘ we _ ‘” — ce) e| e n+ sats a SD e 
he s0 that projectionists will not be timate a date for the hearings be- | | Sree ened out, says e . aioe! p 
mid forced to work with high-tension | cayse of the “extensive work load | 0 Ca ers Ip | is ve gy — ene mos tly —— 
“9 equipment, _ of the Commission,” but Sullivan | 9 eg ogg pot ma pene Ma reg | That Ole Devil Video Is 
; Set will also reproduce a greater expressed the hope that the FCC’s | Although circulation of film fan | saiiieeks a 
number of scanning lines than its work Id ff ht Comments the report: : . ° 
- redecessor, which is the deter-| mi the hearines to be hell “besore mags is reported to have dropped| “Lack of location control has | Still Leadin in Surve 
1 preaecessor, which is tne deter-' mit the hearings to be held “before | fstatilies . s oy . op g y 
= mining factor in the definition and | 1959 is over.” —— a - — —— ye |Tesulted in 90% of the drive-in | 
«el . a j ween, 1 os a F , | ures for the quarter ending 14aSt| theatres being located on major 
1as Clarity oF. ne picture it delivers, | Information was contained in an March 31 belie this. Audit Bureau | highways. dhe are being 10. On Theatre Attendance 
a . _ exchange of letters between Coy | of Circulation statistics for the sec-| cated in the main on highways al- List of 10 points to be included 
ut Cliffhanger Sequence | and Sullivan, instituted by the lat-| ond quarter, winding up June 30,| ready overloaded and are dumping |in a nationwide market study of 
_ ter to clear up some misconceptions | won’t be available until August or| short-time peak loads onto high-| film attendance was issued by Dr 
ar “ |by TOA members on the FCC’s| jat peer yr as facilit t ~a G Gall d . R : 
¥ 7 2 , ater. odat .._| speed highway facilities not we eorge Gallup’s Audience e- 
e From Pic as Tele Plug role in the matter. Coy confirmed! Some of the top publications in| suited for absorbing such loads. | search, Inc., last week. Points were 
F C ’ 0 D * a? that the FCC has full power to the field showed very minor losses | About 32% of the theatres reported | the principal ones suggested by in- 
OF LOLS UCeaN DIIVE | allocate channels exclusively for) during the first_threesmonths, al-| are located on curves and 28% on/| dustryites in answer to a request 
Hollywood, July 11 theatre TV “if it finds that the pro- | though a couple came up with) hill crests where limited sight ex-| by the Gallup agency prior to get- 
" Conn Pi rd — ’ sl A | posed service will be in the public strong gains. The Fawcett group’s | jcts.” ting underway with its survey. 
ito: plugging, television of “711, interest, convenience and necessi-| Motion Picture jumped from 794.-| The locations of 58% of drive-| Number one point that ARI and 
Male Ocean Drive” will feature a three- |‘: That factor is one which the 913 last June to 856,548 for March. | ins, says the highway group, cause|the industry want to know more 
een: anc-one-half minute trailer. Trailer | V2"10US exhib interests scheduled | Jdeal’s Movie Life went from 350,-| joss of speed by cars in the adja-| about is effect of video on theatre 
pay will pull entire se uence from | to appear at the hearings will be |094 for the six months preceding | cent vicinity and create potential| attendance. Other items include 
nen the fim onde on a in ineet | Sosced to prove by pointing out | Dec. 31, 1948, to 371,903 for the | traffie accident areas. influence of ticket prices and other 
note ' | that they will be prepared to utilize | comparative 1949 period, latest! “ One question raised is the res-| economic factors (including amuse- 

This idea was suggested by the | large-screen video for public serv-| figures available. | ponsibility of the drive-in for acci-| ment taxes), the competition of 
‘ak- TV stati - ben i set new to ice and education, as well as to, deal’s Movie Stars Parade, 0n | gents, since states have not yet be- other forms of entertainment, such 
ido sendl ans os anne , turn a profit for themselves. the other hand, went from 305,720 | sun to break down their statistics as sports; and the effectiveness of 
the ret pi —— ‘tir ie 1 nath | Coy also denied the belief by to 269,726 in a similar comparison. | tg include this classification. Visi-| film publicity and advertising “io 
ape ted ers run the same — _ (Continued on page 47) | Another that had a considerable | (Continued on page 16) determiné to what extent people 
find redd pot gooes ES eh a! drop was Fawcett’s Movie Story, | don’t see films they'd like to see 
od sae a e sequence as a if p , Th | which went from a — -“~ ~— i simply because they don’t know 

"Th, cohen iss a” |age of 406,569 for the first six [) about them.” 

_ “ In ao pees dh ange Woo repping ree |months of 1949 to es for ened Lippert in Hefty Swat Public’s opinion of the subject 
- stove Ape ; - . 1 | first three months of the current | M.; matter of pix will be investigated, 

e gp where they learned of the Production Outfits | year. . | At Hollywood Majors as well as impact of stars; “im- 
Te - rg what brought them aoe e L e | Macfadden’s Photoplay, biggest | hib portance of the alleged gregarious 
ere stud BR oes Me op gerne inl For Foreign ensing in the field, wound up the first In New Mag for Ex IDS | instinct which is supposed to take 
ond studio will also query the station (1950 quarter with 1,232,723, a rela- people out of their homes”: the ef- 

B on which blurb was seen. Hollywood, July 11. |): ahr f 3 Hollywood, July 11. : : 

‘. : — : ibly th duc-| tively insignificant drop from 1, . k heft fect on attendance of the sale of 
nee Campaign will start July 13. Pic- ; Two, and possi y og a - 237,661, which was the 1949 12-| Robert Lippert takes a he Y popcorn, soda and candy; the ef- 
only {ure will open in 12 spots July 20. tion deals will be signe ere by | month average. Dell’s Modern swat at Hollywood producers Oe as mls denen nek eae 

" | James Woolf, British financier and | f .|' new monthly publication sent to); t ; 
orio i R lus Films. cur-| Screen had a small increase for pe- | h 4 ne chemiont Bee tinuous showings (including the 
oar MERRY CO ROUND FOR ae in Gon ae 'riods comparable to the above, go- | filmhouse owners by Lippe timing of shows), and parking 
hni- “uu~ /rently in wen for a closeup gander | ing from 1,096,797 for 1949 to 1,-, ony: sou One Medgar ed — problems, baby-sitters and other 
| eN- 1G 6 y at Hollywood. — | 163,418 for the first quarter of | was the slogan, “Movies Are Better ¢,ctors which make attendance 
but METRO S BIG COUNTRY | Woolf is putting up coin to make | 1950. Screen Stories (Dell) climbed | Than Ever.” Speaking as a pro- Gini wit 
han- | two American fiims now in produc- | from 397.942 last year to 413,959 ducer, distributor and exhibitor | 
ie Metros a eoee ey, pig tion abroad. They are the Albert | average for the first three issues of | Lippert suggested that the slogan 

Co ttOS Upcoming “It's a Big) ewin picture, “Pandora and the, 1950 8 |might have read “Movies Are $0 AFRICAN-LOCALED 

mt pegs Reinag: is to rae pe Flying Dutchman,” costarring 50. Waren Sham Seer.” te seid ie ‘ 

{ : number of separate episodes James Mason and Ava Gardner, | e part: j 

ae Mon rt ig gry Aas oe and the Joseph Kaufman produc- Einfeld Back from Coast | “Today you are receiving in your | M-G PIC SNEAK IN NY. 
4. ae os pes. as been t —_— | tion, “I’ll Get You for This, with | ‘iF ' theatres the first pictures coming | Hollywood, July 11. 
ction. Production veenag ny Bo sound. | George Raft and Coleen Gray in On Ad-Publicit Huddles from the Hollywood studios where-| rina, “King Solomon's 

iction veepee Dore Schary | y ll d th é i 

feect- originally p top spots. Understood Woolf wi in they have attempted their so-' \7. 0 Oo» recently completed in 
y At episodes 1 eee to have seven jake at least two more similar} Twentieth-Fox ad-publicity vee-| called economies. Most of the South Africa om ene of thé bettiest 
Chail the te , >, in the story, then hiked | geais with Hollywood producers! pee Charles Einfeld returned to economies are reflected right On| pudgets for an M-G film in some 

up t 10 to nine. He later went | ¢5; Furopean release through Brit- | the homeoffice Monday (10), after the finished pictures, and no one is time, will have its first sneak pre- 
brook - ass ~, ae back to eight andj.) Lion. Metro is releasing “Pan- 10 days of huddies with production fooling the public. They have be-, chee’ Menace tere ig gpl el 
gia Studio ‘ae ae aca «i dora” in the U. S. veepee Darryl F. Zanuck, studio | come educated, and they alc the Loew’s theatres in New York. 
mor more pen = pag yee a publicity chief Harry Brand and accept the regular type of picture, Film co-stars Deborah Kerr and 
Ge rb we es for “y on uction AUSTIN, TEX., BLUE LAW other 20th Coast execs. Besides —and nothing answers this better ede Srnsaaien 
~ @ _\ 'S now reported seeking one July 11 setting ad-publicity plans on the than your boxoffice receipts. | ; : ; mn 
ref “'(\h a Jewish motif to round out Austin, Tex., July 11. . =i duction,| “Instead of the big major com- Production veepee Dore Schary 
nae 7, list of races and nationalities.| The city attorney here has) companys vee Sd mae pebewes | ia “takini “hey romendaes has assigned the film’s cutter and 
randa ‘0 new ones are “Shine,” story | dusted off an old blue law almost a Ww eee: ~ d usi it a studio projectionist to take the 
"oe A CocgenNeete,, Boxer by Eustace |forgotten, in. the local lawbooks  . Tentieih tnd ‘advertising man: on bigger’ 'and. better pictures, print to Manhattan to make cer- 

‘ocker $ force m ’ r., an -|on ted ‘ _— 
Euro | +o kerell, which is being adapted | and will have local police enfo cane dene aaneneld. Gee bet 20 | they are attempting to protect their tain it gets correct treatment. 
cons | y Isobel Lennart, and “Wedding | it. di by enlarging their| They'll later fly it back to the 
nown lans,” another original to which| Local theatres will be affected companied Einfeld to the studio, | financial ageeeet veg one ghee studio for. some possible further 
U. S. ho scripter has been. assigned. |in that they will not be ee ae to New York late last ae sch ules by as editing. ; 
ntasy Schary himself, to open on Sundays uatil 1 p.m. week, as O- é 
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L.A. Lagging: ‘Bride’ Lively $25,000, 
‘Sidewalk’ OK $41,000, ‘Crisis’ Fair 
266; ‘Tower’ Big 22G ‘Irma’ 206, 2d 


| 





+ 


Los Angeles, July 11. + 
Broadway Grosses 


With only medium boxoffice re-| 
Estimated Total Gross 





} 


action to many of new bills and 
heavy line-up of holdovers, first- 
run pace is not very bright this | 





frame» “Where Sidewalk Ends,” | ee 

expecting okay $41,000 or near in| This Week ........ $516,000 
five theatres, will command the (Based on 18 theatres.) 
most coin. However, “Father of Last Year... $550,200 


(Based on 18 theatres.) 


Gunfighter’ NSG 
$10,000, L’ville 


Louisville, July 11. 
Biz is holding up fairly well cur- 
rently. “Gunfighter” at Rialto is 
getting some play but looks only 
moderate. Mary Anderson’s “Kill 


Bride” is comparatively much 
stronger with nice $25,000 in two 
locations. ; 

“Crisis,” in for 10-day stretch in 
two situations, is only fair $26,000. 
Second frame of “White Tower’ 
looks fine $22,000 in two houses. 
“Irma Goes West,” also two spots, 
is okay $20,000. Second round of | 
“Bright Leaf” is dropping to $20,- | 
000 in three sites. “City Lights” | 
shapes good $6,500 in second ses- 
sion at Four Star. 

Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 

Lovola, Wilshire ‘(FWC) (2.097; 2,- 








048; 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 60-$1)— Umpire” is average. “Father of 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th). Bride” is moving along at a healthy 
Okay $41,000. Last week, “Gun- clip in ~second round at Loew's 
fighter” (20th) (2d wk), $24,500. State. 


Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.200: 
45-65)—“‘Kill Umpire” (Col). Aver- | 
age summer biz at medium $6.500. | 


Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2.344; 60-$1)— 
“Bright Leaf’ (WB) (2d wk). Off 
to $20,000. Last week, good $33,- 


Hollywood, 


000, but below hopes. 


Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) 
(2,404; 1,538; 60-$1)—“‘Crisis”’ 
(M-G). Fair $26,000. Last week, 


“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (Sth wk- | 
3 days), $10,500. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
890; 2,812; 50-$1)—‘‘White Tower” 
(RKO) and “Rider From Tucson” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Nice $22,000, Last 
week, good $33,700. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 40-$1) 
-—‘Irma Goes West” (Par) (2d wk). 
Oke $20,000. Last week, $29,500. 

Orpheum, Hawaii ‘ Metropolitan) 
(2,210; 1,106; 50-$1)—‘Father of | 
Bride” (M-G). Nice $25,000. Last 
week, “Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) (2d 
wk-10 days), $15,000. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vozue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1,370; 885; 

Creek” 

Mono) (2d wk). Slim $13,500. Last | 
week, only $18,000. 


Four Star (UA 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (2d | 
wk). Good $6,500. Last week, fine | 
$9,500. 

Fine Arts, Guild (FWC) (679: 


968; 60-$1)—‘‘Paisan” (Indie) and | 
“Open City” (Indie) reissues) (2d | 


wk). Last week, 


Small $2,500. 
$4,100. 





| also 





Last week, “Bright Leaf’ (WB), $7,- 
500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; | 
45-65)—“Gunfighter” (20th) and|} 
“Port of New York” (EL). Barely | 
passable at $10,000. Last week, 
‘Friend Irma West” (Par) and “Boy 
From Indiana” (EL), oke $12,000, 
and m.o. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Healthy $9,000. Last week, solid 


$14,000. 
Strand (FA) (1,400; 45-65)— 


| “Night and City” (20th) and “Motor | 


Last 
(Rep) 


Patrol” 
week, 


(Lip). Mild $4,000. 
“Rock Island Trail” 


and ‘‘Destination Big House” (Rep), 
$4,500. | 





‘Winchester’ Bangup 176 


St. Louis, July 11. 


New, strong product is giving 


| 


; Sunday (9). 


‘BRIDE’ STANDOUT IN 
OMAHA,*SOCK $15,000 


Omaha, July a3. 
“Father of Bride” is brightest 


spot here in a generally soggy 
week. Shapes smash at Paramount. 
Henry Busse’s band revue led by 
Gene Sheldon with “Story of Molly 
X” at Orpheum looks okay. The 
Brandeis with “The White Tower” 
is fairish. Weather has been per- 


Dog Days Hit Hub; ‘Humor’ $11,000, 
Story’ Dull 126, Bride’ Oke 236, 2d 


* Boston, July 11. 


Saturday closing of downtown 
department stores, night baseball 
and ideal summer weather are con- 
bining to clip biz at major houses, 





Key-City Grosses 








Estimated Total Gross 





ect. Only two newcomers in town; 
Estimates for This Week This Week...... $2,139,000 “Good Humor Man” at Boston only 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- (Based on 22 cities, 179 the- | fair, and “Underworld Story” at 
65)—‘‘Father of Bride” (M-G). atres, chiefly first runs, tnclud- | Met, panned by crix and doing 
Smash $15,000. Last week, “No ing N. Y.) only so-so. “Father of Bride” at 


Man Own” (Par), $9,000 in 6 days. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
80)—“Story of Molly X” (U) with 


State and Orpheum looks standout 
|in second. “White Tower” at Me- 


Tatal Gross Same Week 
Last Year........$2,618,000 





Henry Busse orch and stage revue. 
Lighter than usual but still okay 


at $19,000. Last week, ‘Friend 
Irma West” (Par) and “Golden 
Gloves Story” (EL), nice $11,000 


at 16-65c scale. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 
“White Tower” (RKO). 
$7,500. Last week, “Rogues Sher- | 
wood Forest” (Col), $6,700. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Yellow Cab Man” (M-G) and “One 
Way Street” (U). Oke $5,500. Last | 
week, “Great Rupert” (EL) and} 
‘Master Minds” (Mono), $4,200 in ; 
6 days. 


‘Sidewalk’ Smooth | 


$23,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, July 11. | 
Film biz is uneven this session 


16-65)— | 
Sturdy | 








although cloudy, cool weekend | Solid $9,000. 
weather titled first-run grosses.|; and City” 

Strongest entry is 
walk Ends,” which looks big at the | 
Fox. 
strength is “Iroquois Trail” paired 
with “Great Plane Robbery,” with | $10,000 or near. 


“Where Side- 


Also showing surprising 


fine week in prospect at Stanton. | 
“Big Hangover” looms okay at 
Boyd. The 1,300-seat Aldine shut- | 
tered for summer after final show 


Estimates for This Week 


| —‘‘Peggy” (U) and “Spy Hunt” (U). 


(Based on 25 cities and 211 |morial and “Friend Irma Gues 
theatres.) | West” at Paramount and Fenway 
Shape fair in second sessions. 








|““Panic in Streets” at Astor is oke 
| for second stanza. 


¢ 9 
Tower Strong | Estimates for This Week 
| Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95) — 
“Panic in Streets” (29th) (2d wk). 
About $7,500 after good $9,000 for 
A a e first. 
° , | Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (780: 
Seattle. July 11. 40-90) —‘“‘Kind Hearts, Coronets” 


: EL) (2d wk). Ni 6,00 ft 
Mid-summer weather and night pe eo eating ad a $ 0 after 
baseball will take a heavy toll at Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-85)— 


first-runs here this week. “White | “Good Humor Man” (Col) and 
Tower” shapes standout with fancy tits Sit bee tar de ee = 
= . Sin. | ser : or ays. Last wee 

takings at Paramount, but else-| “Armored Car Robbery” (RKO) 


where trade is mainly below hopes. | eveg si Se oes 
“Peggy” is an exception with stout = Me phan Be Killed” (EL), $8,- 
session at Liberty. “Father of ays. 


Bride” continues its extended-run, |, Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
being still great at Music Hall in| “Friend Irma West” (Par) and 
i *‘Lost Voleano” (Mono) (2d_ wk). 


fourth week. | fds : . 
Estimates for This Week Off to $3,500 after mild $5,000 for 


first. 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877: 59- | M ; 
rs ana pei -,.) |.. Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
84)—“‘Atrocities of Manila” (Indie). “White Tower” (RKO) (2d. wk). 


Last week, “Night | g;; E 
; ben .y Slipped to $11,000 following okay 


Fury” (EL), oke $7,200. 
; : _| Metropolitan (NET) (4367: 40- 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.349: 85)—"“Underworld Story” (UA) and 


59-84) — “Irma Goes West” (Par) | 2°. _ ” “nde 
and “Golden Gloves” (EL). Okay siscek a saps ty 
Last week, “Gun- | “pF ONY ain * kad 
” ‘a ght Leaf” (WB) and “Trial 
penton s” epee, and , “Young without Jury” (Rep), $12,500. 
overs’ (EL) (8d wk-2 days), poor | Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 


$1,500. 
; oe a “Father of Bride” (M-G) (2d wk). 
getty, (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) | Holding up well with $14,000 after 
smash $20,000 opener. 


Stout $9,500. 
“7 Paramount (NET) (1,700: 40-85) 


Last week, “Cactus 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) — Creek” (U) and “Trial’ Without| Par 1 
“Peggy” (U). Weak $5,000 in 10) Jury” (Rep), $5,800. om Heo) Irma } + “ae — 
days. Last week, “Cactus Creek” : cas —— “Los oleano” (Mono) (2d_ wk). 
| (U), $6,200. oo “lee eee ho Fair $9,500 after neat $14,000 for 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Big | Okay $4,000. Last week. “Con_| Ht: 

Hangover” (M-G). Okay $18,000 glaise” (EL) and “Arizona Cor | State (Loew) (3,500: 40-85)—~ 


‘Uy and. ““Lost. voleano”| St. “Loo; ‘Duchess’ Lush 


900: 60-81... 922,000, ‘Irma’ Nice 146 


or less. Last week, ‘Father of | 
Bride” (M-G) (6th wk), fine $10,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘“Law- | 


less” (Par) (2d wk). Down to $7,- 


first-run biz a lift her this stanza | 


despite summer weather and other | 


seasonal factors. “Duchess of 
Idaho” shapes socko at Loew’s to 
pace the city. “Winchester °73” 
is good at the Fox 
“Friend Irma Goes West” 
fine at the St. Louis. 


| 


while 
looms | 
| wk). 








Estimates for This Week 


Hampton Ups ‘Armored’ 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60) — “Win- |! 
1 ieen*? = chester 73” «(U) ‘and “Bomba. 
Hot $26,000 i Frisco; Panther Island” (Mono). Good | 


‘ ? $17,000. Last week, “Bright Leaf” | 
Irma Wow at $20,000. cen “aie — Murder” | 
agen Francisco, July 11. | “Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 

Holiday tourist biz is held re-|“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) and/ 
sponsible for boosting biz here this \“Father Makes Good” (Mono). | 


round. Lional Hampton_ band is |Socko $22,500. Last week, “Father 
boosting “Armored Car Robbery /of Bride” (M-G) (3d wk), big! 
to sock session at Golden Gate. $16,500. : | 
“Irma Goes West” shapes strong | Missouri (F&M) (3,500: 60) — 
at Paramount while “Father of|“Back to Bataan” ~RKO) and 
Bride” still is heft in third stanza “Marine Raiders” (RKO)  (re- 


at Warfield. “Cariboo Trail” looks issues). Modest $9,000. Last week, | 
only mild at the Fox. | ““Gunfightc:” (20th) and “Night | 
Estimates for This Week jand City” (20th) (m.o.), $8,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60-! St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 60) iia 
85) — “Armored Car Robbery”|“Friend Irma West” (Par) and 
(RKO) plus Lionel Hampton orch. |“‘Humphrey Takes Chance” (Mono). 
Sock $26,000. Last week, “Arabian | Fine $14,000. Last week, “Ar-| 
Nights” (FC) and “Sudan” (FC) mored Car Robbery” (Mono) and | 
both reissues, 6 days, a thin $8,500. stageshow, big $19,500 

Fox (4,651; 60-95) — “Cariboo |/ — 


“Bright Leaf” (WB) (2d wk). 


| 


000 after thin $9,500 getaway. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) —/J 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th). | 
Big $23,000 or over. Last week, | 
“Caribou Trail” (20th), fair $15,-' 
000. | 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“‘Friend Irma West” (Par) (2d | 
Still smash at $15,000. Last | 


Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Oke $9,000 or close. Last week, 
hefty $12,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: one 
O 
to $12,000. Last week, drag $15,000. 

Randoiph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 


. week, $26,000. 


| 99)—*“‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (5th 


wk). Fine $15,000. Last week, nifty 
$20,000. 


“Father of Bride’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fair $9,000 after first week’s nice 
$13,000. 


boy” (EL), $3,000. 


Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.200; 59- 
84)—“Father of Bride” (M-G) and. 
“Shadow on Wall” (M-G) (4th wk). | 


oy Saeed the fed 

the gab nt aust unc! osi| Hum’ $26, ‘Bride’ 286, 
Fotomate Week sine) 1350: 4o.| Wham; ‘Tower’ High 156 
59-97) — “Big Hangover” (M-G) Washington, July 11. 


|(2d run) plus vaude. Passable Big news in current session is 
$5,000. Last week, “Champagne for | the heart warming sidewalk traf- 





Palomar (Sterling) 


| Caesar” (UA) plus Count. Basie fic j 0 bi 

Jam in front of the two big F 

| oke $8,000. | Street Loew houses. It’s been 
aramount (Evergreen) (3,039; ; many a month since there’s been 


| 59-84)—-“White Tower” (RKO) and | such wicket activity here. An “all- 
| “State Penitentiary” (Col), Tall | star” vaude show at Loew's Capi- 
_ $12,000. Last w eek, “Cariboo | tol, headed by Jerry Colonna and 
| Trail” (20th) and David Harding” | the Three Suns, has skyrocketed 

(Col), only $10,500 in 10 days. |“Spy Hunt” into greatest grosser 
| here for last three months. Right 
/ next door, at Loew’s Palace, “Fath- 





‘Comanche’ Wow $13,000 





Frage WB) (2,950; 50-99) — In P er _ Bride” is topping even the 

“Great Jewel Robber” (WB) (2d n .° er’ l/ recent click of “Annie Get Your 

wk). Puny $7,500. Last week, ort , ‘Tower 13!2G Gin” and ‘White Tower” at 

$10,000. Portland, Ore., July 11, | RKO Keith’s shapes hefty and will 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99) —| Hot weather is cutting into first. | hold. 


“Iroquois Trail” (UA) and “Plane 
Robbery” (UA). Fancy $10,500 or 
near. Last week, “Return Frontiers- 
man” (WB), $9,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (2d wk). 
Holding at $6,500 after neat $7,- 
500 tee-off. 





Trail” (20th) and “Lucky Losers” 
(Mono). Mild $15,500. Last week, 
“Bright Leaf” (WB) and “Motor 
Patrol” (Rep), $15,000. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Still hefty at $15,000. Last week, 
big $20,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 
“Irma Goes West” (Par) and “Side 
Show” (Mono). Great $20,000. 
Last week, “Side Street” (M-G) 
and “Please Believe Me” (WB), 
$12,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85) 
—‘“Going My Way” (Par) (2d wk) 
‘relssue). Thin $6,000. Last week, | 
okay $9,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448; 55- 
85)—“Kill the Umpire” (Col) and 
“On the Isle of Samoa” (Col). | fair $18,000. 

Light $13,000 or near. Last week, Estimates for This Week 

Kid from Texas” (U) and “Rookie; Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95) — 
Fireman” (Col), $16,000. | “Gunfighter” (20th) and “Armored 


Trma’ Fair 186, 


Biz continues on slight upgrade 
which began last week. “White 
|Tower” is climbing to a 
' $20,000 at Palms. “Annie Get 
Your Gun” is shaping swell $15,- 
000 In second week at Adams.-The 
Fox is doing oke with neat $24,- 
000 for second round of “Gun- 
fighter.” 
Friend Irma Goes West,” 





looks 


Detroit, July 11. +“White Tower” 


{ 
smash 


The Michigan, with “My | 


Det. Better; ‘Tower’ Lofty $20,000, 


‘Annie’ Fat 156, 2d 


(RKO). Terrific 
| $20,000. Last week, “Return of 
|Frontiersman” (WB) and “Killer 
| Shark” (Mono), $12,900. 

| United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
| 95)—“Cactus Creek” (U) and “Spy 
_Hunt” (U). Weak $8,000. Last 
| week, “Good Humor Man” (Col) 
and “Captive Girl” (Col), $9,000. 
; Madison (UD) (1,800: 70-95) — 
| Skipper Surprised Wife” (M-G) 
and “Sideshow” (Mono). Slow $6.- 
/000. Last week, “Rogues Sher- 
wood Forest” (Col) and “West of 
| Wyoming” (Rep) (2d wk), $6,000. 


zum grosses somewhat but strong | Estimates for This Week 
,fare is enabling many spots to} Capitol (Loew’s) (2 434: 44-85)— 
/make a good showing this week. | “Spy Hunt” (U) plus vaude topped 


ee looms sock by Jerry Colonna. Torrid $32,000, 


“Comanche Territory” 
_at the Broadway. “White Tower,” | best in months. Last week, “Crisis” 


at Orpheum and Oriental and | (M-G) pl de. b 

7 ip X ; : tter than es- 
Rocketship X-M” at Paramount ti pius vaude, be 

‘ee nice. “Father of Bride” ic imated at $22,000. 


Reise were in third United | «,oupe Ale | Nie ype is ay 
~ Hse |000. Last week, “Golden Twen- 
stimates for This Week | ties” (RKO) (2d wk), satisfactory 

Broadway (Parker) (1,830; 50- $3,500. 

“Comanche Territory” (U)! Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)—~ 

So k Was a_ Shoplifter {U). | “White Tower” (RKO). ' Unusual- 

bre SWB) anastwveek, “Bright ily hefty $15,000, and holds. Last 

a Is side of | week, “ , , ni 

Law” (WB), $12,000. ‘— ee er a 


| Oriental (Evergreen) (2 000; 50- Bag 
85)" White eres) (2,000; 50 Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 44 


85)—"*" x and | 74)—“Rock Island Trail” (Rep). 
Girl in Heart” (Mono). Day-date | Nice $6,000 for small-seater. Last 
with Orpheum. Okay $4.500. Last | Week, “Return Frontiersman” 
week, | Friend Irma West” (Par) (WB), $5,000. 
jand | Great Rupert” (EL), fine| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
$6,000. | | “Father of Bride” (M-G).. .Smash 
Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- | $28,000, with holiday biz ahd scale 
| 85)—“White Tower” (RKO) 'and| helping. Last week, “Annie Get 
‘cuirl in Heart” (Mono). Also at | Gun” (M-G) (3d wk), firm $13,000 
|Oriental. Big $8,000. Last week, | im 6 days and moved over to Co- 
| Caged” (WB) and “Tough As-|lumbia for fourth downtown week. 
| signment” (Indie), $7,500. Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85) 
Paramount (Evergreen) aaa ae and Sinners" (Indie) (4th 


(3,400; 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,-/ Car Robbery” (RKO) (2d wk) Oke| Ad * Holdi : 
“— ) | i | ams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— | 50-85) — “Rocketshi X-M” nt | olding to fairly good $4, 
— Memadertn betty fad | Michigan Cinna bee, ann, | Ms ed om Your Gun” (M-G) (2d sae sitet of Arizona” (Lipp. | yg) ied we “a 164. 44 74) 
| gan etroit) (4.000; | wk). . Fine $15,000. L ine $11,000 or , eek, | « Poreat” (Col), 
jal ae at eri 5 days. | 70-95)—“Friend Irma West” (Par) | $17,500. . ee, “Friend Irma Weat” gem Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col). 
Siagedeas thakeroan - Rocenar) Fair $15,000 eat sary “Brant | 95r Wasonaban) (2.900; 70. |“Great Rupert” (EL), $9,700. Laat (ae ea ee ae 
. Priors ml san eK, rignt | — “Wagonmaster” ( , ° . 
(370; 85-$1)—“Kind Hearts, Coro-| Leaf” (WB) and “This Side of | “Tarzan Slave Girl” (RKO) (2a wid. 85)—"Fatinn a Brainst) ,(890; 50-| | Trans-Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80)— 


nets” (EL) (3d wk). 


Bi ,000. we ‘ . 
Last week, about same. asics ey 


Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95) — 


. 


=> r 
> 










Bride” (M-G) (3d (4th wk). 








Slipping to $6,000, Last week. | wk). - een evinslow Boy” (EL) 
possible $8,000, , — $0 50p. $8,000 near last week’s slight drop to $5,000 after $5,500 
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Chi Still Strong But New Films 
NSH: Duchess’ Stout $27,000, Tower’ 


116; ‘Annie 


Chicago, July 11. 
Despite the post-holiday let-up 
and pleasant weather, current fare 
ontinues strong, with the general 


outlook on bright side. New ~ 
oe however, are mainly 

ak side. In contrast, biz is sek 
i the Oriental and Chicago. 


Duchess Of Idaho” is 
97000 at Woods. i 
T! a’ and “The Avengers,” is 
lukewarm $10,000 at United Art-| 
ji Palac e | 


ists ‘White Tower” at 

looks modest $11,000. “Good 
Humor Man” and “Fortunes of 
Capt. Blood” at State-Lake, 1s 
6 $8.000 for second round. 
island Trail” is down to 
¢7000 at the Roosevelt -in second 
Sock success of “Annie Get 


5 Gun” at Oriental, with Ames 
Bros. topping stageshow is help- 
to offset the slow openers, 
\ a great $45,000 for second 
We Chicago’s bill of “Bright 
teal” with Andrews Sisters and 
Bob Crosby heading stage lineup 
paces the field with excellent 
¢417. 000 “50 Years Before Eyes” 
rooms lush $7,000 for small Loop. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,000; 98)— 
“Rright Leaf’ (WB). with Bob 
Crosby and Andrews Sisters on- 
stave (2d wk). Excellent $47,000, 
Last week, $57,000. 

Garrick (B&K) 
‘Leave To Heaven” 
“Northside 777” (20th) (reissues). 
Lean $5,000. Last week, “Killer 
(Mono) and “Young Daniel 


(900; 50-98) — 
(20th) and 


Shal Kk 
3o0one” (Mono), $6,000. | 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98) — 
“Rocketship X-M” (Lip) (2d» wk). 
Smooth $8,000. Last week, big 
$15.000 
Loop (Telenews) (625; 50-98) —| 
*5) Years Before Eyes’ (WB). 
Hefty $7,000. Last week, “The 
Eavle” (Par) and “Tillie’s Punc- 
tured Romance” (Par) (reissues), 


$5 B00 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98) — 
*“\nnie Get Gun” (M-G) and Ames 
Bros. topping stageshow (2d wk. 


Smash $45,000. Last week, $60,- 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — 
“White Tower’ (RKO). Moderate 
$11.000. Last week, “Lives of 
Bengal Lancer” (Par) and “Beau 
Geste” (Par) (reissues), $12,500. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98) — | 
“Rock Island Trail” (Rep) and 
‘Johnny 
Fair $7,000. Last week, $11,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
— ‘Good Humor Man” (Col) and 
“Fortunes Capt. Blood” 
wk. Lean $8,000. Last 
$12,000. 


week, 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- | 


88 —“‘Iroquois Trail” (UA) and 
“The Avengers” (Rep). NSH $10,- 
000, Last week, “D.O.A.” (UA) 
and “Women from Headquarters” 
(Rep', $8,000. 


Woods (Essaness) (1.073: 98) — 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G). Stout 


$27,000. Last week, “Night and 
City” (20th), $9,000 in 6 days 
World (Indie) (587; 80) — “Her 
by ndertul Lie” (Indie) (2d wk). 
ight $3,000. Le reek, $3,800 
$3,000. Last week, $3.8 oF 





Indpls, Sluggish With 
‘Brute’ Weak at $7,500. 


Indianapolis, July 11. 


: There is nothing to shout about 
‘ere this week except the strong 


Showing of “Father of Bride” in 


holdover stanza at Loew’s. It’s 
Still leading town and will get 
®Xira days on third round. Other | 
Situations are failing to best ideal | 
Outdoor weather. Both “Bright | 
Leat” at Indiana and “Love That 


Brute’ at Circle are tepid. 
Estimates for This Week 


_Cirete (Gamble-Dolle) (2.800; 44-| 


’)? "Love That Brute” (20th) and 


_Yoman of Distinction” (Col). 
~'OW $7,500. - Last week, “Gun- 
‘shter’ (20th) and “Side Show” 
‘Mono), oke $10,000. 


ane (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) —. 


sht Leaf” (WB) and “it's 
“tall World” (EL). Modest 
>4.000. Last week, “Friend Irma 
"est (Par) and “Timber Fury” 
"ta, OKe $10,500. 


Loew 


Father of Bride” (M-G) (2d wk). 


Stout $11,000 on top of sock $14.-_ 


500 opener | 
Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 
“Roc ‘Ketship X-M” (Lip) and 


ever ‘ation Haylift” (Lip). So-so 
$s 100 Last week, “Return of | 
ontierman” (WB), $,3,500, 


stout | 
“Iroquois 


One-Eye” (UA) (2d wk). | 


(Col) (2d | 


(Loew's) (2,427; 44-65) —| 


Ames Bros. Sock 456, 2d 


7% 





os 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
4 ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
“4 without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
| tors share on net take, when 
| Playin; percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 





prices, however. as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








Bride’ Boffola 
In Balto, $22,000 


Baltimore, July 11. 


Big news here this week is the 
smash biz being built by “Father 
of Bride,”’ at Loew's Century. Also 


in a nice position is “The White 
Tower,” at the Town going into a 
second session on better than aver- 
(age response after nice first week. 
Elsewhere, trade is just fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60\—"‘Father of Bride” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Starting second round today | 
$22,000 


(Tues.) after terrific 


opener. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- | 


60)\—*‘Winchester ’73” (U). Opening 


today (Tues.) after 10 days of “Cac- | 


tus Creek” (U) hit mild $6,500. 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) — 
“Palomino” (Col). House average 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Wake Island” 


(Par) (reissue), $3,400. - 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 
“Cariboo Trail” (20th) Modest $5.- 
500. Last week, “Night and City” 
(20th) (2d wk), all right $6,200 on 
heels of solid $9,400 preem. 
Stanley (WB). (3,280; 25-75) — 
“Bright Leaf’ (WB) (2d wk). Main- 
taining fairish pace at $9,000 after 
mild $15,300 for first. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
— "White Tower” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Starting second round okay today 
(Tues.) after nice $10,700 opener. 


‘Annie’ Record $16,500, 
. Denver; ‘Tower’ Hep 156 


Denver, July 11. 
“Annie Get Gun” is near-capacity 
at Broadway this frame, with new 





record certain, and indef run on) 


tap. “Gunfighter” is landing big- 
gest total, playing in four houses. 
“White Tower” 
Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alladdin (Fox (1,400; 35-74) — 
“Kiss for Corliss’ (Col). Fair $2.- 
500. Last week, “No Sad Song” 
(Col) (2d wk), $1,500. 

Broadway (‘Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
'70)—"“Annie Get Gun" (M-G). 
Record $16.500. Holds. Last week, 
“Father of Bride’ (M-G) (4th wk), 
fine $7,000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-70). 


—‘‘Irma Goes West” (Par) (2d wk). 


Down to poor $8,000. Last week, | 


big $15.000. 
Denver 
| “Gunfighter” 
| Bystander” 
| Esquire, Tabor, 
000. Last week, 
“This Side’ of Law” (WB!, good 
| $14,000. 
| Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) — 
“Gunfighter” (20th) and “Guilty 
Bystander” (FC), also Denver, Ta- 
bor, Webber. Fine $2,500. 
week, “Caged” (WB) and 
Side Law” (WB), $2,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35- 74\— 
“White Tower” (RKO) and “Arm- 
-ored Car Robbery” (RKO). Fancy 
/$15.000 or near. Last week, 
Hangover” ‘(M-G) and “Destination 
Murder” (RKO), nice $13,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Cactus Creek” (U) and “David 
Harding” (Col). Fair $7,000.° Last 
week. “Palomino” (Col) and “Fath- 
er Is Bachelor” (Col), fair $7,000. 
Tabor (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘‘Gun- 
fighter” (20th) and 
stander” (FC), also Denver, Es- 
quire, Webber. Solid $4,000. Last 
week, “Fortunes Cap. Blood” (Col) 
and “Fast on Draw” (Lip), $3,00 


(Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — 
(20th’ and “Guilty 
(FC), day-date with 
Webber. Nice $15,- 
“Caged” (WB) and 


“Don’t Take To Heart” (Indie). 
Fair $2,000. Last week, “Rigoletto” 
(Indie) (2d wk), $1.700. 

Webber (Fox) (750° 
“Gunfighter” (20th) and “Guilty 
Bystander” (FC), also Denver, Es- 
quire, Tabor. Fine $2,300. Last 
week, “Palomino” 
jer Is Bachelor’ (Col, 


20-60)— | 


shapes lofty at. 


Last | 
“This 


“Big~ (Indie) and 


“Guilty By-| 


35-74) — 


(Col) and “Fath-! 
fair $1,700. | 


‘IRMA’ FINE $12,000, 
| CINCY; ‘CARIBOO’ 736 


Cincinnati, July 11. 
Downtown trade is about even 
with last week’s holiday bounce. 
Top newcomer, “Friend Irma. 
West,” is just behind holdover of | 
“Annie Get Gun,” which is pop- 
ping loudly after a preem bulls- 
| eye, Other _first-runs, 
| Tower,” “Peggy” and 
| Trail” will do this round. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)—! 
“Friend Irma West” (Par). Pleas- 
| ing $12,000. Last week, 
| Leaf” (WB), $10,500. 
| Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 





“White | 
“Caribou 


“Bright | 


| 75)—"“Peggy” (U). Oke $8,000. 
| Last week, “Lawless” (Par), about 
| Saine. 

| Grand (RKO) (1,400: 55-75)—)§ 


“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Holding town lead in great $12,500 
' stride in wake of sensational $19.- 
000 bow and theatre’s 1950 record. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
| 75)—“Cariboo Trail” (20th). All 
b~ $7,500. Last week, “Rock 

Island Trail’ (Rep), $6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“White Tower” (RKO). So-so $9.- 
500 in 8 days. Last week, “Sun- 
downers” (UA), mild $7,500. 
| Shubert (Mid-States) (2,100; 55- 
75)-—‘Salome” (Indie) and “Gypsy 
Wildcat” (Indie) (reissues). 
able $5,000. Last week, “Gun- 
fighter” (20th), third downtown 
sesh, $4,500. 


Tower Rousing 


$16,000 in Prov. 


Providence, July 


One of first good weather a 
ends cut heavily into all houses. 
Claiming best biz is RKO Albee 
with “‘White Tower.” Holding over 
for steady runs are State’s “Father 
|of Bride’ and Strand’s “Friend 
Irma Goes West.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“White Tower’ (RKO) and “Ar- 
mored Car Robbery” (RKO). Eight- 
day stand shapes big $16,000. Last 
week, “Tarzan Slave Girl’ (RKO) 
and “Blue Grass Kentucky” (Mono), 
fair $9,500. 





Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Rright Leaf’ (WB). Dull $7,000. 
Last week, “Love That Brute’ | 


(20th) and “House By River” (Rep), 
nifty $12,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—‘‘Naughty Nineties” (FC) and 


“One Night in Tropics’ (FC) (re- 
issues). Fair $4,800. Last week, 
“Return Frontiersman” (WB) and 


“Humphrey Takes Chance” (Mono), 
nice $8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fast $12,000. First week, $19,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Friend Irma West” (Par). Sec- 
ond week began yesterday (Mon.). 
First week was neat $13,500. 


‘Bride’ Huge $21,000 In 
K.C.; ‘Tower’ Trim 116, 
‘RIL. Trail’ Rebust 756 


Kansas City, July 11. 

Some bigger money coming 
through the wickets in at three 
first-runs. Midland’s “Father of 
the Bride” is huge $21,000 to lead 
town. “White Tower” brings 
switch in policy to single bill at 
the Missouri, and getting good 
$11.000. “My Friend Irma Goes 
| West.” in second week. is holding 
up nicely at the Paramount. Favor- 
able big weather all week with 
under-average temperatures. 

Estimates for This Week 
Esquire-Apollo (Fox Midwest) 





Favor- | 


| passable $46,000. 


Bway Spotty; Sidewalk’-Blaine Plus 
~Mahoney-Iceshow Fine $75,000, Flame’ 


| 
Despite five new bills, including | 


;One_ reissue combo, Broadway | 
| firstrun theatre business is very | 


spotty currently. There was an en-/| week. 
couraging undertone of strength | next, probably July 20. 


in evidence at several of the larger 
| houses, 
tions where novel fare or outstand- 
ing screen vehicles were playing. | 
Ideal outdoor weather over week- | 


end and heavy rain all day Mon-| 


day (10)-put a dent in the boxoffice 
take generally. 


Pacing the newcomers is the 
Roxy, with “Where Sidewalk 
Ends,” plus ice show and Vivian 
Blaine and Will Mahoney topping 
stage bill. Strong all-round bill, 
with return of ice shows a definite 
asset, looks to hit nice $75,000, 
one of bigger opening weeks at 
house in recent months. 

Strand shapes okay $45,000 or 
over with “Flame and Arrow” and 
Jane Pickens, Buddy Lester and 
others onstage. After getting off 
to a rousing start, “Crisis,” with 
Ralph Flanagan band and Thelma 
Carpenter topping stage show at 
the Capitol, tapered, with barely 
Paramount also 
is fair at $57,000 with “Eagle and 
Hawk” and Peggy Lee and Herbie 


| Fields band heading the bill. 


Outstanding new entry is the re- 


| issue combo of ‘‘Mutiny on Bonuty” 


and “Day at Races,” 
$25,000 at Globe. This gives the 
house its best opening stanza in 


many weeks. 


Still in the chips is the Music| 


Hall with “Next Voice You Hear” 
and July 4 stage show. 


ing to a nice $135,000, with the an-| 


nual Independence Day stage lay- 
out admittedly helping at boxof- 
fice. “Destination Moon” is hold- 
ing very well, all considered, with 
a big $32,000 at the Mayfair. 
Astor, Rivoli and Criterion are 
all off sharply in second and third 
weeks, with new bills soon to open 
at the latter two spots. Astor closes 


| down today (Wed.) for three weeks 


“Edge 
theatre 


for refurbishing the house. 
‘of Doom” reopens the 
Aug. 2. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘‘*The Lawless” (Par) (3d-final 
wk). Fell to $5,000 in final round 
after slim $8,000 for second stanza. 
Heuse shutters today (Wed.) for 
three weeks for face-lifting. Re- 


opens Aug. 2 with “Edge of Doom” 
(RKO). 
Bijou (City Inv.) (589: $1.20-! 


$2.40/\—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) 
wk). Dropped back to recent pace, | 


with $5,500, still es after |‘ 


$6,500 last week. Stays on. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
—"“Crisis” (M-G) with Ralph 

_ Flanagan orch, Thelma Carpenter 

| topping stage bill (2d wk). First 


| week ended Sunday night (9) hit 


| (3d wk). 


| just okay $46,000. Started out big 
_but heat and new bills opening 


Friday hurt. Pic did not get much 
from crix. “Happy Years’ (M-G) 
‘with Bert Wheeler, Toni Arden, 


Sonny Dunham orch opens July 20. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘White Tower” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Down to mild $8,000 after fairly 
good $16,000 opener. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) . 


—‘‘Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) and 
“Day at Races” (M-G) (reissues). 
Hitting smash $25,000, unusually 
strong for oldies at this time of 
year especially in view of 4!2- 
hour show. Holds. In ahead, 
“Without Honor” (UA), $8,000. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 
$1.20)—‘‘Destination Moon” (EL) 


' Monday (10) held well considering 


(820, 1,050; 45-65)—‘“Rock Island | 
Trail” (Rep) and “Dakota” (Rep). | 
Trim $7,500. Last week, Esquire | 


solo played “Outrages of Orient” 


die), fine $4,500 in 6 days. 

| Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—‘Father of Bride” 
“Customs Agent” (Col). Great 
$21,000, and holds for’ second. 
Last week, “Skipper Surprised His 
Wife” (M-G) and “Shadow on 
Wall” (M-G), 5 days, light $8,500. 
* Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 
“White Tower” (RKO). 
$11,000 solo. Last week, 
ion Tokyo” 


ilot’” (WB) (reissues), 


Vogue ‘Wolfberg) (600; 60-74)— > fair $8,000. 


Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 
45-65)\—“‘Friend Irma West” (Par) 
(2d wk). Good $9.000. Last week, 
pleasant $12,500. 
| Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
—“Peggy” (U). Slow $10,000. Last 
week, “Gunfighter” 
average with $14,000. 


“Savage Bride” (In-| 


(M-G) and)! 


45-65 )— | 
Sturdy | 
“Destina- | 
(WB) and “God Is Co- | 
6 days, | 


at $32,000 after sock $44,000 open- 
er. Stays ae 

Palace (RK (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“This Side of Law” 
vaude. Off with most other spots, 
with $18,000 or thereabouts. Last 
week, “Skipper Surprised Wife” 
(M-G) with vaude, nice $22,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Eagle and Hawk” (Par) plus 
Peggy Lee, Dave Barbour Quartet, 
Herbie Fields orch topping stage 
show (2d wk). 
night (Tues.) was fair $57,000. In 
ahead, “Secret Fury” (RKO) with 
Jack Carter, Gloria DeHaven, Ray 
Anthony orch onstage (2d wk), 
$53,000. , 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
'—“‘Rocking Horse Winner” (U) 
(95th wk). Current session end- 
ing today (Wed.) held to neat 
$4.500 after $5,00 st week, below 
hopes. Stays on . 

Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
'fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40). “Next 
Voice You Hear” (M-G) plus an- 


(20th) topped nual Independence Day stage show 
Holding in fine fashion | 


i(2d wk), 


with trade good in loca- | “Suspense” 


}out and pic undoubtedly 


smash with | 


It’s hold- | 


(90th | 


Second week ended last | 


(WB) and' 


First week ended last | 


And Stage 456, ‘Crisis-Flanagan 466 


with $135,000 likely after resound- 
ing $150,000 opening week, over 
| expectancy. Continues a_ third 
“The Men” (UA) comes in 
Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 

(Indie) and “Mutiny in 
Arctic” (Indie) (reissues). Opened 
yesterday (Tues.). In ahead, 

“Naughty Nineties” (Indie) and 
“One Night in Tropics” (Indie) (re- 
issues), good $7,000. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 90-$1.25) 
—‘“If This Be Sin” (UA) (2d wk). 
Down to dull $8,000 or less, after 
light $11,500 opening round. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886: 80-$1.75) 

“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) plus 
ice show and Vivian Blaine, Will 
Mahoney onstage. Return of ice 
show helping but strong stage lay- 
pushing 
biz up to nice $75,000 or over, one 
of bettter recent weeks here. Last 
week, “Gunfighter” (20th) with 
Robert Merrill, De Castro Sisters, 
others, onstage (2d wk), $53,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Annie Get Your Gun” (M-G) (9th 
wk). Eighth stanza ended yester- 
day (Tues.) slipping down to 
$18,000, still good for this stage of 
run after $23,000 for seventh ses- 
sion. “Three Little Words” (M-G) 
set to open Aug. 9. 

Strand (WB) (2,776; 55-$2) — 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) with 
Jane Pickens, Buddy Lester on- 
stage. Shapes to reach Okay $45. 
000 or better opening round. 
Holds. Last week, “Bright Leaf” 
(WB) with Tommy Dorsey orch 
|(3d wk), $25,000, which was better 





ithan expected. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50) — 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (6th wk). 
Fifth frame ended Monday (10) 
held to $9,500 after fine $10,500 
for fourth week. Continues. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T- L) (453; 
74-$1.50) —“Kind Hearts, Coro- 
nets” (EL) (4th wk). Holding 
nicely with $11,000 or near after 
big $12,500 for third week, over 
hopes. Stays on. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50\—“‘Third Man” (SRO) (23d 
wk.) Nearing end of run here, with 
_Passable $6,500 likely this session 
‘after $7,500 last week. “Our Very 
Own” (RKO) opens on July 26. 


‘IRMA’ ROUSING 176, 
BUFF; ‘PEGGY’ $8,500 


Buffalo, July $1; 
Best bet this session is ‘Friend 
Irma West,” big at Paramount. 
‘Where Sidewalk Ends” shapes 





'good at Buffalo. “The Gunfighter” 


still is okay in second round at 
Center. 
Estimates for This Week 

‘Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th). 
Good $13,000. Last week, ‘“‘Father 
Ea ak (M-G) (2d wk), big $13,- 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Friend Irma West” (Par). Big 
$17,000 or close. Last week, 
“Vicious Years” (FC) and Lucille 
Ball-Desi Arnaz onstage, smash 
$20,000 in 4 days. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70) — 
‘The Gunfighter” (20th) (2d wk). 
Hoiding okay at $8,000. Last 
week, solid $12,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Peggy” (U) and “Side Show” 
(Mono). Mild $8,500 in 8 days. 
Last week, “I Was Shoplifter” (U) 
and “Woman Hater” (U), only 
$5,000 in 3 days. 





‘Irma’ Fancy $10,500 In 
Toronto; ‘Lamp’ $14,000 


Toronto, July 11. 

Holiday exodus is denting biz 
but “Friend Irma Goes West” and 
“Blue Lamp” are leading the town, 
both nice. Housed in a small seat- 
er, “Rocketship X-M” is doing 
turnaway biz in second stanza. 
Looks in for run, after breaking 
house record in opening round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Tavlor) (1,059; 955: 698; 694; 
33-57) — “Black Hand” (M-G) and 
“Father Makes Good” (Mono). 
Light $10.000. Last week, “Win 
and Prayer” (20th) and “Immorta 


Sergeant” (20th), $12,000. 
Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; 
1,140; 38-67)—“I See Ice” (Indie) 


and “Show Goes On” (Indie’. Big 
$10,000. ‘Last week. “Beau Geste” 
(Par) and “Lives Bengal Lancer” 
(Par) (reissues) (3d wk), $8.000. 
Hyland (Rank) (1,357; 46-77'\—~ 
“Kind Hearts. Coronets” (EL) (4th 
(Continued on page 20) 
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“Riproaring... should hit the 
boxoffice jackpot everywhere.” 
~—SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 


and is loaded with boxoffice po- 
tentialities.” ~THE EXHIBITOR 


“Goes without saying that wher- 
ever there is a boy or adult famil- 
iar with this famous adventure 


“Rates high as adventure...a 


ad story, he will beat a path to the 
gripping story. —M. P. DAILY 


There should be more like this licdiies Wnsabiae 21S ree re 


one... Should sail a highly prof- 


' “s “Every mian-jack who has read 
itable course. -—FILM DAILY 


and dreamed over Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s immortal classic 
should bring his doubloons to 
the theatre turnstiles ... A sure 
winner,” ~—BOXOFFICE 


> Island 


LL PBERT NEWTON °* BASIL SYDNEY 


RON HASKIN © Screenplay by LAWRENCE &. WATKIN 


‘“Allages are in fora screen treat.” 


—DAILY VARIETY 


‘“Handsomely mounted...Should : 
mop up.” ~VARIETY “Beautifully produced ... dialog 
bold ... action thrilling.” 


‘Ranks with the best of its kind. ~HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


Dire 


-.. THE MOST WANTED picture of the moment! And now there’s no more 


waiting! 
J 


7} fA». Spurred in the first 50 cities by the most fabulous tie-in “Treasure Hunt’ 

4 = ever imagined! ... Thousands upon thousands of dollars in merchan- 
dise prizes, with big newspapers, radio stations and department stores 
participating! 


... Backed by a national ad campaign of spreads and full pages in four 
colors in all the big magazines, and in comic supplements of news- 
papers to the astronomic total of 55,027,524 CIRCULATION! 
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VARIETY 


"‘VARIETY’@’ LONDON OFFICES 
8 St. Martin's Piece, Trafelgar Square 





35 Parisian Legiters Shutter But 
» New Season Production Looks Pig 





Paris, July 11. 
Economic conditions resulting in | 
a nosedive of the spending power 
for amusements and the usual sea- 
sonal drop in attendance have re- 
sulted in 35 legit houses shutter- 
ing. This leaves about 15 open. 
Plans for next season include so | 
far many revivals: ‘“Clerambart,” 
this season's hit, at Comedie des 
Champs Elysees, “Aiglon” at Sarah 
Bernhardt, “Nina” at  Bouffes 
Parisiens, “Bobosse” at Michodiere, 
“Cheri” at Madeleine and J. P. 


Sartre’s ‘“Mouches” at’ Mont- 
parnesie. 

At the Antoine “Harvey” is to 
be produced by Simone Berriau 
with a Marcel Achard adaptation. 
It will star Fernand Gravet. After 
which, she plans to do either 
Sartre’s “Passion,” with Francois 


Perier starring, or Henri de Mon- 
therlant’s “Malatesta” as a vehicle 
for Charles Boyer. Montherlant is 
likely to have another one of his 
plays done at the Madeleine, star- 


ring Victor Francen and Gaby | 
Morlay. 
A play that Armand Salacrou 


wrote years ago but which was 
never produced, “Poof,” will be| 
done at the Edouard VII. The} 
Michel opens the season with a 
revue by Mauricet and Pierre 
Varenne. ; 

Henri Bernstein is prepping his | 
new play, “Victor,” starring Ber- | 
nard Blier and the Simone Renant 
at his Ambassadeurs. Sacha 
Guitry will have the Gymnase, 
where after an early showing of 
“Debureau,” he will produce “Une 
Folie,’ Jean Anouilh is going to 
have three plays at the same time 
done in Paris at Marigny, Comedie 
des Champs Elysees and Atelier,’ 

At the Athenee, Louis Jouvet 
will give his presentation of 
Moliere’s classic, ‘‘Misanthrope,” 
which will also be done by Gerard 
Philippe at the Vieux Colombier. 
Following ‘Misanthrope,’ Jouvet 
will produce a new play by Jean) 
Giraudoux, ‘“Lucrece,’ at his 
Athenee. 


FREE AUSTRIAN STATION 
FINDS IT’S NOT SO FREE 


Vienna, July 4. 

Russian pressure on Radio Aus- 
tria, supposedly a free Austrian | 
station but located in the Russian | 
sector of Vienna, has led to a crisis | 
in which Communists and anti-| 
Communists are fighting for con- 
trol. 
and 





{ 
| 


literally, 


poke at his non-Communist news 
chief. 


4 
 ¥ 


Fighting is both figuratively | 
for a Communist | 


' 
news broadcaster last week took al and af a time before the song had 


| been written. 


David Rose Gets Govt. 
- Coin For Milland Pic 


London, July 4. 


The second Coronado picture to 
be made by David Rose in Britain 


Forwarding Addresses 

Maxime de Beix, VARIETY’s 
longtime Paris bureau chief, 
finds that more and more show 
people are hiding away in the 
lesser hotels and apartments, 
-with result that quite a few in- 
quiries have arisen about 
whereabouts of certain people 
traveling in Europe. 

It is suggested that forward- 
ing addresses be left with Mr. 
de Beix, Hotel George V, Paris, 
Where requested he will keep 
these sub rosa and act only as 
a servicing agency for mis- 
directed letters and the like. 





is to receive financial backing from 
the state film bank. First pic, the 
Robert Montgomery starrer, “Your | 
Witness,” also was supported by a 
government loan. Their. second | 
venture will be “Full Circle,” with | 
Ray Milland in the lead, which | 
starts lensing in September. Rose | 
is due back from U. S. in a few 
days to finalize plans. 

This is one of 16 films to have 
received financial support from the | 
Finance Corp. during the last three 
months. Others include Anatole 
de Grunwald’s “Flesh and Blood,” | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 








Film Colony In 
Arg. Doubtful 


Beunos Aires, July 4. 
Initial steps towards the estab- 
lishment of an Argentine film col- 
ony, patterned after Hollywood, 


Italian Pix Production on Upbeat — 
With Location Work Favored 


by Many 





vv 


3-Week Bike Race Big 
Boost for French TV 


Paris, July 11. 
Video will get its biggest boost 
yet in France when French TV 
gives a daily report of the bicycle 





race known as Tour de France 


| which is the biggest French sport- 
|ing even of the year. It lasts about 
| three weeks. 


the new Jay Lewis film, “Final| were begun recently. The idea of | 
Night,” Monarch’s “Lilli of Mar-| having the film industry concen- | 


lene.” and Independent Artists’ 
“Man Detained.” 





Vienna’s Red Theatre | 


Now Bypassing Russian, | 
Propaganda Vehicles 


Vienna, July 5. 
Vienna’s Communist Scala The- 


Russian play and only one outright 


propaganda piece. The - 
ganda play, “The Great Betrayal, 
an anti-Tito drama by _ Ernst 


Fischer, author and leader of Aus- 
tria’s Communist party, was a flop. 
Garson Kanin’s “Born Yesterday,” 
with heavy emphasis on social sig- | 
nificance rather than comedy, was 
about the next nearest thing to 
propaganda in the Scala during the 
season. Two revivals, “The 
Weavers,” by Gerhardt Hauptmann 
(who was a pro-Nazi), and “The 
Marriage of Figaro,” by Beau- 
marchais, contained dated social 
significance. 

The Beaumarchais play, on 
which the Mozart opera is based, 
is said to have helped incite the 
French Revolution. But with the 
exception of the monologue in the 
last act its political message lay in 
its impertinent treatment of 
royalty, which is tired stuff today. 
In the Scala, it proved to be a 
lively and funny farce. At one 
point, however, the “Volk” ap- 
peared on the stage with red ker- 
chiefs amd banners and sang the 
“Marseillaise,” although the action 
takes place in Spain, not France, 


This incident, which led to an ,. Mee 
investigation by a Communist-| litical significance, 


packed “disciplinary committee,” | | ' 
occurred when the news chief re-| liebe Wellen,” based on the story 


have been 


fused to obey a directive by one| 0f Hero and Leander, by Grill-| 


of the highly placed Commies re-| Parzer, Austria’s greatest classical 
garding use of Tass material. This poet-dramatist, and “Lumpazivaga- 
directive instructed news broad-| bundus,” a posse (sort of folk 
casters to use the Russian news farce) by the 18th Century Austrian 


agency’s copy among the regular, playwright Nestroy. 





“Othello,” “Des Meeres und der | 





news reports without specifying 
the source, thus making it possible 
for Soviet propaganda to go out as 
straight news. 





“Jolson, ‘Bride,’ ‘Cluny’ 
Current Vienna Clicks 


Vienna, July 4. 

“Cluny Brown,” translated 
“Heart of the Right Place,” is a 
current hit here. “Bride for Sale,” 
with Claudette Colbert and Robert 
Young, and “Jolson Story,” are en- 
Joying good runs following especi- 
ally nice reviews. “Mr. Blandings 
Builds His Dream House,” with 
Myrna Loy and Cary Grant, just 
opened to solid crix appraisal. 
Alexander Korda’s “Winslow Boy” 
drew lukewarm reviews. 

The Pudowkin silent film, “Storm 
Over Asia,” has been reissued. 


Critics said the old Russian pic- 


dure, made in 1928, 
umph in film making, 
many lessons for 
ducers. 


‘Sword’ Sharp in Sydney 
Sydney, July 4. 
Universal’s “Sword in the Des- 





ert,” which created quite a stir 


in other British territories, is cur- 
rently doing sock biz at the Ly- 
ceum (Greater Union), 


London Legit Bits 


London, July 11. 
John Wildberg, who pulled in 





is still a tri-| least $80,000 . . 
and contains presentation of “Kiss Me, Kate,” 
modern pro- the American hit, probably. opens 


Head,” after several weeks provin- 
cial tryout, is having it rewritten 
and will present it again at the end 
|of July with Harry Green starred 
'and Karel Stepanek and Roberta 
Huby featured ... E. P. Snow’s 
new play, “The End of the Earth,” 
is being presented by the Company 
of Four Players at the Lyric thea- 
/tre, Hammersmith, for short run, 
after which it comes to the West- 
'End ... William R. Katzell flew 

ack to New York after making ar- 
|rangements to present ‘Lend An 
Ear” in the West-End in the fall 
. . . Courtalds, the Rayon million- 
|aires, who used to back Michael 
'Balcon in his film ventures, are 


| 


his new play “Don’t Lose Your} 





behind the Stephen Mitchell’s mu- | 


| sical “Golden City” venture at the 
| Adelphi theatre to the extent of at 
. Jack Hylton’s 


at the Opera House, Manchester, 
as Christmas attraction for eight 
weeks before coming to London 
|}. « . Tommy Trinder, back from 
three weeks vacation in Cannes, is 
starring in Val Parnell’s “Star- 
light Roof” revue, which comes to 





| for run... Peter Daubeny has ac- 
quired a new play opening at the 
Ambassadors’ first week in Sep- 


“Sword” has been set by GU for | tember. Stars Hermione Baddeley 


al] Aussie key spots. 


and Henry Kendall, 





: ton Valees, i i 
‘the Hippodrome, Brighton, July 18 | on Valees, Hollyw\od designer, in 


Ciudad Cinematografica was origi- 


didn’t start rolling untfl recently. 
However, indications point to the 
project turning into a valuable real 
estate development having little 
connection with the picture busi- 
ness. 

The future of the development, 
naturally. hinges on whether film- 
ites think the location, which 


production. 


there’s strong doubt that 
will follow suit and set up resi- 
dence there. Few film workers 
want to establish residence near 
the picture studios. 


prospects for the Ciudad Cinema- | 


but their earn-| the official list. 


tografica scheme, 


Even if the situation | 
propa- is found agreeable for production | 
actors | 


‘trated in one sector to be labeled | 


| nally introduced two years ago, but | 


The race, taking bikers all over 
France, opens July 13. Two TV 
reporters, Michel Wakhevitch and 
Henri Piersin, will use 16m pic- 
ture cameras to film six or eight 
reels daily. These will be .ushed 
to Paris, developed, and the pre- 





Rome, July 4. 


With film production booming 
here, the swing currently is to 
make pictures on locations. With 
most of new pix in work virtually 
all shooting is on location with the 
exception of a few interior shots 
done in the studios. Oddly enough, 


| Rome has about 11 picture studios 


| 


; 


| 


ceding day’s race put on TV at); 


12:30, 6:45 and 9 p.m. Also these | 


pix will be projected on the Rue 
Washington studio large screen for 
those who do not have sets. 

The broadcasts are under the 


| 


| 





with plenty of space for normal 
production but many Italian films 
are being turned out in various 
spots around the country. 


Reason for this trend, obviously, 
is that location work is much 
cheaper, especially in Italy. Pro- 
ducers are able to put in longer 
hours (there is no screen Actors 
Guild here). And there isn’t the 
large overhead for transportation 
to various sections of the city (gaso- 
line now is about $1 per gallon). 

List of pix now in production 
points up the location trend, 
“Romance of Love,” Danielle Dar- 
rieux starrer, is being done mainly 


supervision of Pierre Sabbagh, of | in the Italian Alps, plus some 


French TV. 
set manufacturers 
will use a special publicity cam- 
paign in plug television here. 





‘Secret BBC-Publishers 
Pact Attacked by Band 


is | 
atre has produced not a single nearby Moreno, a suitable spot for | 


} 


Directors London Meet 


London, July 11. 
‘A secret agreement between the 
Music Publishers Assn. and the 
British Broadcasting Co. on song 


| plugging was attacked at the an- 
|nual meeting of the Dance Band 


|ings are so meagre that it’s doubt-| 
ful whether they could invest in the | 
|purchase of lots even on an install- | 
'ment plan. However, the tremen- | 


dous publicity surrounding the 
scheme will undoubtedly attract a 
large number of picture followers 


; ; -1.),,; Directors Assn. 
Pic extras are the most likely | ers alleged that 60% of the broad- | 
cast musical items must come from Liovd Mridess, Lea Padovani Aldo 


The baton wield- 


Demanding an end 
to the present arrangement, the 
band leaders claimed the right to 
pick the tunes that they liked for 
broadcasting. The existing system, 
they claimed, encouraged plugging 


| and was ‘‘an unwarranted interfer- 


into setting up residence in Mo-| 


reno. 


| Vienna Theatres Sked 


B’way and London Hits 
Vienna, July 5. 


German-language adaptation of 
| Elmer Rice’s “Street Scene,” with 
ithe music of Kurt Weill, is being 
| considered by Vienna’s Volksthe- 
'atre. Premiere rights are said to 
‘have been acquired by the 
| Deutsches Theatre in Goettingen, 





ence.” 

The BBC contends there is noth- 
ing secret in the arrangement, 
which is a friendly agreement 
reached in 1948. Before that time, 


they assert, some band leaders 
“accepted inducements to plug 
| tunes.” 





‘Romulus Films Seeking 


| 


New U.S. Production Deal 


London, July 4. 
Already involved in two Anglo- 


|recently taken over by Heinz Hil- | American picture ventures, Romu- 
| pert, one of the German-language | lus Films is negotiating with un- 


| tors. 


The Theatre in der Josefstadt 
| has scheduled John Steinbeck’s 
“Of Mice and Men” for the fall. 
This theatre will also produce 
Maxwell Anderson’s “Anne of the 
1,000 Days.” John _  Patrick’s 
“Hasty Heart,” first considered by 
the Volkstheatre, has been finally 
accepted by Die Insel’ following 
its successful Austrian premiere in 
the province at Graz. 


Die Insel will also produce T. S. 
Eliot’s “Murder in the Cathedral,” 
while the Burg Theatre has sched- 
uled Eliot’s “Cocktail Party,” tak- 
ing it away from the Josefstadt | 
after the latter took too long in | 
making up its mind. The Burg 
Theatre will also produce the Eng- 
lish hit “Black Chiffon,” by Lesley 
Storm. 


London Film Notes 


London, July 4. 


Boulting Bros., Charter Films 
toppers, offered $25,000 to George 
and Alfred Black and H. M. Ten- 
nent, Ltd., for their current hit! 
“Seagulls Over Sorrento” by Hugh | 
Hastings, which is packing them in| 
at the Apollo. But producers are | 
asking $28,000 . . . For the first | 
time, an American has been of-! 
fered to stage the show for the| 
Royal Film Performance at the | 
Empire, Oct. 30. Nat Karson has 
been chosen by the executive com- 
mittee for that honor . . . Michael 
Redgrave has been assigned top 
role in Renown Films’ pic ‘“With- 
out Armour” which starts shoot- 
ing the middle of July ... Arling- 








| 


London ordering costumes for the | 
jon bo dag — “The Bar- 
ain,” which is being produced b 

William Marshall in Paris an | 
Nice; pic features Agnes Moore- 
head and Vincent Price, j 





dora and the Flying Dutchman,” 


Other productions, of no po- | theatre’s foremost producer-direc- disclosed U. S. interests for a fresh 


|joint production deal. In an at- 
' tempt to work out an arrangement, 


‘Romulus head James Woolf is now | 


‘in Hollywood huddling with Amer- 
| ican film execs. 

| Woolf’s objective, it is under- 
stood, is to secure U. S. financial 





| backing for his company’s next two | 


_ British-made pictures. General idea 
‘is to ink American stars to give 
their films a fighting chance in the 
North American market. Previous- 
ly Romulus participated in Joe 
Kaufman’s George Raft starrer, 
“I'll Get You for This” and “Pan- | 


with James Mason. 





Italians Do Complete 
Switch on U.S. Pix Tags 


Reme, July 4. 

Italian distributors of American 
films use some odd tags in tran-| 
slating the U. S. titles for showing | 
here. Sometimes the original 
moniker does not make any sense 
translated to another language, 
but the change in other cases 





makes the advertising clearer for | 
Italo ‘audiences. | 

“Lost Boundaries” has become | 
“Tragedia of Harlem” while “Hol-| 
lywood Canteen” is now known as | 
Ke Have Kissed a Star” 
“Pinky” is going out locally as 
“Pinky, a White Negress.” 





So. African Femme Spieler 


Capetown, July 4. 

Radio station at Lusaka, small 
Northern Rhodesia town which 
broadcasts exclusively to natives, 
engaged a native femme an- 
nouncer to attract more women 
listeners, te 

Result, however, was a large and 
growing fan mail from male ad- 
mirers, 





: British, Italian Confab 





While the race lasts, | scenes near Rome and in Florence. 
and retailers | “The Ivy,” Genona production, is 


being made on the Island of Sar- 
degna. “Cliffs of Sin,” starring 
Gino Cervi, is in work on the 
Island of Ischia, twin isle of Capri. 

“The Way of Hope” is being 
produced near the small town of 
Maccarese, outside Rome. Naples 
is location used by ‘“‘Zappatore” 
and “Our Destiny.” 

W. Lee Wilder is here from Hol- 
lywood making a murder mystery 
in collaboration with Union Films 
of Rome. He is using the ancient 
city of Amalfi, being the first 
American to have found this out 
of the way place for picture back- 
grounds. His pic is titled “Three 
Steps North.” Cast is headed by 


Fabrizi and William C. Tubbs. 





AFRICO SPONSORS BEEF 


ON COSTLY DISK SHOWS 


Johannesburg, July 4. 


Advertisers and commercial firms 
are complaining that the South 
African Broadcasting Co. is mak- 
ing exorbitant profits on tran- 
scribed programs imported from 
Australia, and resold to sponsors 
here. Cost price reputedly ranges 
from $14 to $22.50 for a quarter 
hour program, while the SABC is 
charging sponsors $42, plus the 
usual cost of air time. 


Advertisers are prohibited by a 
new regulation frem importing 
transcribed programs direct from 
overseas, the reason being that the 
SABC wants to protect local artists 
and productions from the competi- 
tion of overseas recordings. These 
transcriptions were made in Aus- 
tralia some years ago. Original 
cost might have been high but 
they are now available secondhand 
for a few pounds each. 


$83,000,000 Invested In 
India’s Film Industry 


Washington, July 11. 

Film industry in India now em- 
ploys about 100,000 persons and 
has a capital investment equiva- 
lent to $83,000,000, according to 
Nathan D. Golden, Commerce 
Dept. film chief. ‘It lists 700 pro- 
duction units and 3,000 theatres, 
ee the portable traveling 
units. 


The Film Inquiry Committee, 
appointed by the government, now 
has two questionnaires. . The one 
addressed to the film industry asks 
data on economy and organization 
of production. The other, to the 
general public, press and edu- 
cators, wants reactions to theatre 
facilities, patronage, quality of 
films and censorship. 








On Production Set Up 


London, July 4. 
With the blessing of the Board 
of Trade and the British Embassy 
in Rome, a meeting is to be held in 
London shortly between British 

and Italian producers. ' 
As a sequel to a report from its 
export committee, the British Film 
Producers Assn. decided at their 
meeting to appoint a small commit- 
tee to meet the Italian producers 


“for discussions on matters of com- | 


mon interest” when they arrivé 
here, 


i 





















































CONC 
Coop 
Mem 
Whic 
dire, 
Co 
izatic 
In or 
theat 
tion 
tles 
Slice 
POSse¢ 
tree 
on t 
and « 


Par} 





Maj 
SCO) eq 






Osity 
V eel 


A 
Des 


he; a 














Ogi ap 
Dare} 
those 
Contu 
Fren, 
all yw 
Puted 
distin 
Melug 
and 











’ 
-e 


DMkis. 


























i, is 
; 
1a 
25% OTRALSRE ‘2 gota : 
: .| 
‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE , ; 
8 St. Martin's Piace, Trafaigar Square ~ > ~ : : 
__ = | VARIETY | INTERNATIONAL 13 if 
° 7. - . » i 
Metro Would Expand Aussie Theatre | eles Show Shaky Rank Cites Swing of Brit. Production i 
Paris, July 11. wing ® ‘’S tf 
‘ q ‘ Orson Welles’ legit, “The Blessed | b tt 
> and the Damned,” which opened | . t . : i 
tup Sing rozen LON { CTS, LOO three, .weeks ago at the Edouard oO indies: Lauds yan 00 ration 7 
3 ’ sd so is poaty. fold next week. ) iW 
> | Welles himself, in a speech at an < 
aleuca peor Balt + American Club lunchegn, said his | r% London, July 11. if 
The only U. 5, aistriputor operat- a *9 show is playing to virtually empty ° The ‘sevolutionary” change in | 
ing its own Aussie cinema loop, Roberto S St. Francis houses. He blames the heat. NY. Ballet Sock i London; British production, where the bulk i 
Metro is still seeking additional . . d f Other reasons are unfavorable | ; of the output no longer comes from my 
theatres in which to show product | Reai ; for Distribution word-of-mouth and the high scale. | 246 Advance Set to Soar. major groups but from the inde- iF 
prior to general release. Metro cur- |pendents, was referred to by J. oF 
rently is seeking to set a deal with Rome, July 4. London, July 11. | Arthur Rank, making his valedic- 
the independent Sesqui, a 1,050- ‘St. Francis of Assisi,” Roberto Blumberg Daff Huddle | The New York City Ballet Co.| tory address as prexy of British 
seater. wire 4 yo _ addi- agian s ag directorial ef- ’ | had a brilliant premiere at Covent! Film Producers Assn. The British 
tional irons In e fire for a cir- fort, is now in the can and is ex- nl ate ~ . | Garden last night (10). David Web-| film tycoon quit the post at the 
cuit splurge ve as gg se 2g on ready for release With British Distribs, | ster, general administrator of the! sehaelat dt an last ie after 
\ietro currently controls two key early this fall. Both the director e opera house, described it as the! seven years. and has been suc- 
houses here, the St. James, 1,600- and his actress-wife Ingrid Berg- Exhibs on Sales: Ideas greatest artistic success for a for-| ceeded by Reginald P. Baker of 
seater, and Liberty, intimate 650- man are scheduled to leave for London. July 11 eign company in the history of.the | Ealing Studios. 
ter, plus two key nabe theatres London on July 15 for distribution Nate J Blumberg, “Tintweraal theatre. The distinguished audi-| Alongside the indies. who were 
at Bondi and King’s Cross. talks with Sir Alexandér Korda. prexy and Al Daff exetutive vice- ence included many European vis- active im production, Rank added 
in Melbourne, Metro has two key _ Meanwhile, Rossellini’s produc- prez accompanied by Ben Henry,|‘t0TS and continental critics, and the contribution made by Ameri- 
tres plus a couple of nabe tion plans are somewhat obscure. | jocai U chief. left London yester- the artists took 14 curtains. — can outfits who were using iced 
spots, With additional holdings in “he director denied reports that | gay (10) by plane for Glasgow to|.. Maria Tallchief’s ankle accident} sterling for British film-making. 
Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth. Un- he would handle “Christ Stopped | pegin a week of meetings with the |i", the first piece necessitated her) These changes in the production 
deystanding here is that Metro, at Eboli,” a prize-winning story by company salesmen and exhibs. | subsequent replacement by Melissa | set-up had taken place in the last 
via use of frozen coin, is anxious Carlo Levy. However, he added Reported that this is one of the | Hayden. Advance bookings already |two or three years, during which 
to control an’ Aussie-wide nabe that he would act as a consultant first occasions on which a Holly-|¢X¢eed $24,000 and are expected to/| time output had fallen substan- 
, chain in which to spot second-run on that project to Lucian Emmer wood topper has toured Britain in | S04", following the generally en-’ tially. 
> product after key dates before let- who's been named director. order to get firsthand reactions | thusiastic press reaction. — Troupe | Although American and British 
; ting product out on general re- from the men who have to sell his performed Serenade, ; Aes Bad producers were competitors, Rank 
7 lease product and from the theatre op-| 4>x!ety and “Symphony in C. | insisted that since the Washington 
- \ussie exhibs ‘are protesting erators who show it. |meeting in April, 1949, there had 
7 against such opposition from an renc ll rs Speaking before a Glasgow meet | | been no misunderstandings be- 
e \merican distrib. Many exhibitors of top sales execs of J. Arthur| d { L d |tween the Motion Picture Assn. 
be are already buying up freeholds ~ Rank’s General Film Distributors, | y ge 0 on on | and the BFPA, and that the two 
g of theatres here to stop further U.S. Ltd. today (Tues.), Blumberg | |§roups were on terms of close 
f distrib inroads. il ay oost stressed the importance of improv- | | friendship and understanding. The 
S Tnere is a feeling here that it ing public relations along lines decision of American interests to 
‘. mth ¢ aie adopted by America’s Council | or ali a S join with other distribs in accept- 
won't be long . before Warners Paris. July 11 a” ake i Hale em ed ling tl erdmnends tas ache 
one : te. the + . of Motion Picture Organizations | | ing the governments tax scheme 
sabe a a oa ission t After four months’ dickering,|(COMPO). Every. industry mem- Sydney. July 4. | aS & handsome gesture to a com- 
ss per nse “ye He dc - I 6 French dubbers called off their ber, he emphasized, must pitch in | ge chairman of Peung industry and evidence of 
y erect Its own show window here: strike against studios here last|to build prestige and community| Norman B. Rydge, chairman of | the improved relationship between 
1S WB owns a choice site right in the week. Windup was hailed a major | goodwill Greater Union cinema circuit,! the two industries. 
it heart of the cinema zone in Syd- victory by dubbing technicians,| At future stopovers, managers | !eaves for London shortly toconfer| after expressing his thankful- 
st om) 7 hh ree artists and other workers, since | and salesmen will be called in from | With J. Arthur Rank and other top ness for the limited assistance to 
it Paramount likewise is reported the wage increase under the new| surrounding territories and con-| British production chiefs. It S| the industry by the revised ad- 
c- eazer to operate its own chain as pact averages 85° for all grades,| fabs will be organized to enable several years since Rydge has been | mission tax scheme, Rank com- 
e presently being dohe by Metro. with some increases ranging as| Blumberg and Daff to meet the | @>road. He likely will take time to mented on the improved relation- 
ry These major distribs see theatre | high as 250%. | theatre owners. They are skedded | Visit N. Y. and Hollywood. |ship that existed with the exhibi- 
lo buvs as a sound investment for 


their frozen coin, 


Paris Gets Florence, 
Zurich International 
Theatre Festival Itch 





Original demands called for’ 
overall increase of 300%. It is/| 
estimated that the new wage scale | 
will be reflected by a 35% increase 
in dubbing costs. 

Most U. S. major distribs main- 
tain their own dubbing facilities in 
France, though there are several 





to return here by the weekend for 
final conferences, not only with the 
London area reps, but with others 
as far away as Cardiff. 

The U-I chiefs then plan a hop 
to Paris with a few days stay in 
the French capital, before planing 
back to N. Y. on June 20. 





| Rank product is now timed to go 
|through British Empire Films, ma- 
| jor distrib outfit under the GY tent. 
| Rank is virtually a 50-50 partner 
‘in. GUT and BEF on deal made 
| several years ago. 
|handled by 20th-Fox, with release 
| via the Hoyts’ chain. 





tors as a result of which they were 
able to put up a unanimous recom- 
mendation ,to slice the quota to 


, 30% and also to work together on 


It was formerly | 


‘House of Lords Suggests 


other issues. 





indie French orgs servicing cus- BEF is currently distributing, o,° ? 
an Paris, July 4 tomers from U. S. and film im- | 20TH CLOSES RANK DEA | besides Rank pix, Ealing, Mono- British Tele Go Comm’! 
a iain sumied oe i eae from — | J — . gerne wn soa | T ¢ t R h Mi 
OSS J. : American companies had one ad- cagle Lion. Understood that Rydge 
ne nual International Theatre Festival vantage throughout the hassle in ON NEXT PIC IN BRITAIN has certain other major distrib 0 € esearc I oney 
ym similar to those at Zurich and that there was a backlog of pics |deals in mind. He will be joined in | London, July 11. 
x Florence was broached to the (38 already dubbed which was more Hollywood, July be | London by John Evans. his right- » Suggestion that British TV 
es national delegations to the third than sufficient to fill current needs Twentieth-Fox closed a deal with | hand man in the GU organization, | Should be thrown open to commer- 
er annual convention of the Inter- under skimpy French import J. Arthur Rank for shooting of its | who already is there. cial advertising interests at times 
1s national Theatre Institute last quota. next British production, “No High- | ‘ 'when normal BBC _ transmissions 
he week. Plan was suggested by the way,” at either Denham or Pine- | : are not being held, and thus raise 
Institute’s information committee, R : ’ § | a Set wood studios, both belonging to New Coward Musical /capital { « research and develop- 
Pa which also asked that an annual attigan S yivia Rank. This will mark the first | ° - | ment, was made by Lord Brabazon 
ing International Theatre Week be set . time the company has negotiated | Gets Mixed Reception when he opened a House of Lords 
om up For Cambridge, Oct. y with Rank for one of his studios. | |debate last Thursday (6). Lord 
the Convention, which met from - ly 11 In the past, 20th has dealt ex- | London July 11. | Brabazon, a director of Electric 
sts June 22 to 29, unanimously elected Terence Ratti ndon July — _ | clusively with Alexander Korda for “Ace of Clubs,” a new Noel/|and Musical Industries, radio and 
tie Roger Ferdinand, president of the “gine te P a ae gel P ot use of his Shepperton studios, but Coward musical, drew a mixed|TV combine, revealed that the 
ese French Societe des Auteurs, presi- (6° “" s hy yo agg Page A ag so the deal is now washed up. Com- press following its preem Friday treasury had recently allowed a 
us- dent for 1951. It also selected an ‘eit R * ‘ Flex iri and | Pany had a four-picture commit- | (7) at the Cambridge. Most re- | British firm to pay $250,000 a year 
nal Oslo as the site of the next con-) > . — cul me wed ye ast} ment with Korda, which ends with viewers were critical of the show’s to an American company for its 
but vention, tat cog! “vt nt ¢ the W fhe the windup shortly of “The Mud- | “old-fashioned” construction. How- knowhow. What encouragement 
and Institute was organized under "Se ts Gene to y= the lark.” ‘ever, firstnighters’ reaction was | was there, he asked, “to indulge 


try 


the sponsorship of UNESCO and 
concerns itself with international 
cooperation in the theatre arts. All 
ember nations have “centres” 
which actively cooperate under 
direction of the Institute. 





comedy Rattigan originally intend- 
ed for Rex Harrison, but which the 
latter turned down. The author 
also planned to have it done first 
on Broadway by the Theatre Guild, 
with the subsequent London pre- 





| 
! 


| 


12-Pix-Per-Year Deal 
Set for Jamaica Prod. 





mdin!y enthusiastic aside from a 
small number of dissident gallery- 
ites. 

Presented by Tom 
musical play covers a 
phase of London night life. 


Arnold, the 
colorful 
In the 





| 


in research in this country in a 
subject in which we were the pi- 
oneers?” 

The sponsored TV_ suggestion 
was supported by Lord Balfour, 
who pointed out that Britain had 


Conventio roposed standard- oo iijatj ' , London, July 4, | main, the offering results in a mix- Only two stations in contrast to the 
a ization of bonis aeadia equipment —— R. M. Tennent (Hugh Release deal for a program of 12 ture of wit, sentiment, brilliance 104 In America. He thought tie 
os in order to facilitate international wigiummenuatl pix to be completed within a year|and mediocrity. Several lilting capital expenditure involved in re- 
and theatrical tours Such standardiza- ° in Jamaica, all of which will rank numbers are nicely sung by Pat | Search and expansion was beyond 
eA tion would refer to lighting facili- Basil Dean May Present as British quota, is being negotiat- | Kirkwood and Graham Payn, —_ ng ta aw oe gh 
‘s its . > ae , here by Lester Cutler, exec pro- of the piece. Sylvia Cecil also inding up the three-hour de- 
det mise prod : foe 7 ag Phat Heart’ as London Legit | Sucer of Kingswood Films of King. scores. . bate for the government, Lord 
pro- posed res pies eo xy previde London, July 11. | ston. American distribution will) With 16 musical numbers in its | L¥can said the number of TV li- 
tres, iree information to visiting tours _ Basil, Dean, who collaborated pe through Eagle Lion. “makeup, show is staged in a Soho | C@Mses had risen from 7,500 in 1946 
ling on techakeal saolaeneed ees with Graham Greene on the First film, “The Sunken Treas- | pitery. — Players were drawn | 0 386,000 last May. and that the 
and other stage information dramatization of the latter's novel, ure,” with Robert Preston starred, from the straight and musical | figure was rising at the rate of 
ttee, pce x ‘+ + “Heart of the Matter,” and di- has started. Charles Deake is di- | gtage. Among them are Elwyn | 43,000 a month. He hoped there 
now Par; rected the Richard Rodgers-Oscar yecting. It will be a $500,000 Brook-Jones. Jean Carson. Ray-| Would be some regional variation 
one aris Dazed by Graham; Hammerstein, II, production of the pudgeter. ~ mond Young. Myles Eason. Lisbeth | Of Programs in the near future, 
asks Dance Too Advanced ama in a tryout in the U. S. last Kingston Films, which also set Kearns. Jack Lambert and Patrick | Put couldn't comment on the idea 
ation : spring, may present the play in yup an American organization is Westwood. Mantovani’s orchestra | °f. Sponsorship, as that was now 
Awe \ : Paris, July 4. London next fall on his own or in providing dollar finance. Board supplies the music. being considered by the Beveridge 
edu- lask-faced Martha Graham association with some other man- of directors includes Robert Cum- , Committee. 
eatre ‘cored a personal triumph of curi- agement. Rodgers & Hammerstein mings as prexy; N. N. Aschenheim, He assured the Lords that re- 
y of ‘ty at the opening of her two- are understood to have relin- r Costa, search work was given consider- 


.Up 


Vee] 


x engagement at the Theatre 


chairman; Charles De 


D'Arcy Henriques and N. N. Neth- 


McLeish (Aussie) Chain 


able prominence in the BBC's 


ished their rights to it. 1: . ‘ , 
en Pee Elysees. _ However, * moon leaves Cuaele for South ersole. David Garby is general Signs U for 30th Year plans, and that they were now in- 
Kae advance, interpretive chore- Africa, where he will present and manager. The company is operat- McLeish circuit of Australia, by vestigating the principles of color 
raphy, obtuse symbolism and direct “Hassan.” which he pro- ing from a former U. S. air base. | TV and definition standards. 


barefooted body contortions left 





Cutler is expected to leave London 





recently inking a new pact with 





those wi : duced successfully in the West End toluisiaial . 1 Fi 
‘. ose’ without programs in great a in a few rays, and will probably Universal International Films, set} ° 
3oard Yea oe a ner ge 4 amie Oe return to Jamaica via N. Y. what is considered to be a record | lrish Newsreel Suspends 
euch were aze by it all, but —" . . ‘ " . " ag Dubli JTulv 4 
bassy all wer : “be . New Musical for uninterrupted relations be ublin, July 4. 
eld in ene Pel vera ae  - in the undis- Stolz —, ‘ich. July 4 , A ° Hi tween exhibitor and distributor. After eight issues, the Irish Pic- 
ritish distinguished pees A gage A Robert Stolz scepaninel his an- Bergner $ ussie it Consummation of the deal for a_ torial Review, newsreel produced 
<4 } v . be j sie , i 2 » r " » , § eee TH} ; 
including Mrs. Sleener Resarvelt nual U. S. concert tour as a con-— Sydney, July 4. rag of U-l aap ten Magan ot bs jue eS ee 
ym. its and Ambassador David K. E. ductor, has announced completion Elisabeth Bergner scored a per- 30th we year the chain has _ aot eae g Bm 5 ae 
Per Bruce gave her an ovation. of the score for a new musical sonal success in “The Two Mrs. | $8ned with the company, | ston ‘WF uM White casein thas 
ite Untortunately Miss Graham suf- comedy, with lyrics by Robert Gil-|Carrolls” at ee . i a nner rae | yee tay Po Pemecrs a 
‘ered a knee injury afte eni bert, presently entitled “Madonna | June 26, for the Fullers. House is tiations were fot ’ >| . : * 
jucers night (97) woe ee | 7 ri.” in | sol yeeks in advance | Australian southern division super-| of support from major ang first- 
vs sht (27) and hasn’t appeared with on Isle of Capri.” World preem in| sold out weeks in . A c be ter ; co ie 
f com ‘he troupe since, The fer tek ‘Switzerland is set for next season.! Show is nicely produced by Paul visor, and Brian Casey, Victoria | eye te ae itsilienet 
arrivé ol the 28th was cancelled and then Czinner. Cast includes John Rob- branch manager. On hand for Mc- | e adde nat he expec 
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“a sroup did two recitals without 
‘ Sans Martha Graham, the 
“oc@ group doesn’t offer much. 


Stolz completed a new version 
of one of his oldies, “Dance Into| 
Happiness,” to be done this year 
at Bernhard theatre here. 


inson, Nina Latta, Ailsa Graham, 
Winifred Hindle, Grant Tayler and 


\Peter Woodruff, 


| Leish, largest independent loop in further news in the next week or 
Victoria, were R. McLeish and R. J. | yor which he hoped will be favor- 
\ able. 


| McLeish, 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Role of the late Sime Silverman, founder and publisher of Variery 
in the development of the career of Jimmy Durante, is detailed in 


Maurice 


Zolotow’s piece on Durante, “The Great Schnozzola,” in. the 


July 15 Satevepost. Article relates how Durante opened the Ciub Durant 


on West 58th St., with the painful lack of business that followed. Sime, 


the article relates, “got the town talking” about the club and about 
Durante, and soon it was crowded with everyone from “successful gang- 


sters to soctety people.” 


Later, the article relates, it was Sime who 


advised Durante to break away from the Durante-Eddie Jackson-Lou 
Clayton combination and work as a single. 





U. S. State Dept. has endorsed the Walter Huston Memorial Inter- 
national Scholarship now being established to finance education of two 
English-speaking students from the city of Trikkala, Greece. at the 
u. of Arizona. Initial funds for the annual scholarship will be raised 
at the world preem of Paramount’s “The Furies,” in Tucson July 21. It 
was Huston’s last film. Barbara Stanwyck, of the film’s cast. as well De 8 Se ae eee 
as John Huston, son of the late actor, are slated to appear at a dedi- 


cation at the university. 


students a closer view of democracy at work in this country. 








Indies $3,000,000 


Continued from page 3 


tees on the loans or for any other 
guarantees (except completion). 
He feels they are not desirable, 
tending to lead into legal difficul- 
ties, such as the current suit by 
Bank of America against the Nasser 
brothers. y 
Joint Collateral 


Ardrey will not, however, make 
'loans against individual pictures. 
He insists now that any deals must 


} 





| tives of the whole group serving 


Scholarship is designed to give European | jointly as collateral. That means 


that in the event one pic turns 


In an effort to shave production costs, Metro has ordered all pro-| On; BAC, She SeenuNTy nees Wee 


ducers to cut the time lag in getting product out after photography is help it to bail out. 
Order was inspired by the savings on “The Next Voice You 


finished. 


Each of the 
'indies under the Col deal will 


Hear .. which was previewed one week after the cameras stopped | i 
turning. Although studio toppers realize this speed can’t shnnge be ree s bps of three and 
duplicated, producers are being urged to help reduce budgets substan- | een oC aie, Wale tenes 


tially by reducing period between end of lensing and completing film | #>0ut making 12 a year for five 


for final lab work, 





Results of photographing on standard film the paper rolls of re 
which have lain for years in the vaults of the Library of Congress in | 


Washington, are seen in Warners “50 Years Before Your Eyes.” Many 


of the early 20th century shots are from material lensed when Thomas | 
A. Edison and others copyrighted their film by filing entire negatives 
printed on paper just as snapshots are printed. These have, in turn, | 


been lensed on standard film, with the result that oldtime clips are in 


good condition, 





Ted Gamble’s Riverside theatre, Milwaukee, pulled the rug under 
a newspaper story in that town which claimed films were in the dol- 
. House bought a 700-line ad to proclaim that “more people are 
attending the Riverside—our attendance is ahead 6.4%.” 
the theatre reproduced a letter from a CPA firm which showed admis- 
sions from Sept. 1, 1949, to June 1, 1950, were 45,000 more than in the 
corresponding period of the preceding year. 


drums. 





Time needed to process and print color film has been cut from three 
hours to 35 minutes through development of a chemical kit by Ansco 
Process makes use of a pre-hardener that 
allows processing to be done at 80 degrees instead of the present 68 

Under present methods, emulsion would become téo soft at the 
Kit isn’t available yet for commercial use, since 
the Armed Forces are buying up the entire supply. . 


for use by the Air Force. 


to 70. 


higher temperature. 


As proof, 


| years. 


Bank is loaning 50% of the 
udget on the initial pic of each 
of the indies and 60% on subse- 
quent films after the first one is in 
release. This plan is designed to 
| allow the income from the first pic 
to cover part of the outlay on the 
later ones, 


No overall ceiling has been put 
on the loans, but there are maxi- 


| mums on various types of pix to 


be made by the producers, These 
differ with the produeers. Buch- 
man is making relatively expensive 
products, Small is turning out 


ones, including the topper of the 
lot, ‘“Valentino,” at over $1,000,000, 
and de Rochemont is making some 
low ($150,000) and some medium- 
priced pix. 

Loans are administered by Bank- 
ers v.p. Dan C. Hickson. Institu- 
tion, aside from the _ present 























Latter film will be produced by 
Robert Sisk and megged by Will- 
iam Wellman. “Valley” has Rich- 
Thorpe on _ direction, with 
Nicholas Nayfack producing. 
Paramount Leads 


Paramount leads with the num- 
ber of high-budgeters coming up, 
four, and both Warners, 20th-Fox 
and RKO have three on the up- 
coming agenda. Columbia is prep- 
ping a pair, and one each is thus 
far planned by Universal-Interna- 
tional, Allied Artists and Eagle 
Lion. Overall picture, of course, 
doesn’t include any of the regular 
western Series, which roll on like 
the river. 


Pine-Thomas last week launched 
“Passage West” for Paramount re- 
lease, and Nat Holt gets away Aug. 
1 with “Warpath,” after having re- 
cently turned in “The Great Mis- 
souri Raid.” Irving Asher also 
just completed a high-cost western, 
“Beyond the Sunset,” teaming Ed- 
mond O’Brien and Glenn Ford, for 
his first Paramount producer as- 
signment. Hal Wallis later this 
year will do “Quantrell’s Raiders,” 
and Robert Fellows has “Shane” 
on his production slate, Company 
has backlog of five. 


_Twentieth-Fox, which has been 
Singularly fortunate in its top- 
budget western productions—wit- 
ness “Yellow Skies” and current 
‘The Gunfighter’—has a trio in 
the prepping stage, in addition to 
another three awaiting release. 
Latter are “Broken Arrow,” James 
Stewart starrer; “Rawhide,” Ty- 
rone Tower-Susan Hayward dual- 
er, and “Two Flags West,” tripling 
Linda Darnell, Joseph Cotten and 
Cornel Wilde. 
20th’s Trio 


Trio planned include “Convict 
Lake,” which Fran’: Rosenberg 
will produce; “Zapata,’’ sivry of 
Controversial bandit-patriot figure, 
to be filmed in Mexico, and 
Kangaroo,” a western with an 
es ralian background, lensed over 
RKO 
Weeks will 
Bad Men,” with Jack Buetel 
‘tarred. This marks the actor's 
(rst appearance since he starred 
— ago with Jane Russell in 
Howard Hughes’ “The Outlaw.” 
erman Schlom will produce and 
William Russell direct. Coming 
Ub, too, are “Sun Scarred,” story 
%f the Texas Rangers, and “Half 


ad 


ard 


More Glorified Giddyappers 
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Breed,” to costar Buetel with Rob- | 
ert Ryan. 


Warners’ three will be “Raton | 
Pass,” Dennis Morgan starrer, | 
slated to go before the cameras in | 
about two weeks, and two for fall | 
filming. These are “Along the 
Santa Fe,” which Randolph Scott 
will make, and Errol Flynn’s “Car- 
son City.” 


Universal - International, with 
three in its backlog, currently is 
producing ‘Kansas Raiders,” star- 
ring Audie Murphy, Brian Don- 
levy, Scott Brady and Marguerite 
Chapman. Studio also is winding 
“Tomahawk,” shot mostly on loca- 
tion by director George Sherman, 
with Van Heflin and Yvonne de 
Carlo costarred. Producer Val 
Lewton is prepping “War Dance.” 

Columbia is now in the final 
stages of lensing “Santa Fe,” 
Harry Joe Brown-Randolph Scott 
production. On the upcoming slate 
is “Texas Rangers,” and Sam Katz- 
man will do “‘When the Redskins 
Rode,” starring Jon Hall, and a 
serial, “Roar of the Iron Horse.” 
Allied Artists has “Short Grass,” 
to star Rod Cameron, set for Aug. 
1 start, and Ventura Pictures will 
tee off late this week, for Eagle 
Lion release, “Rogue River,” team- 
ing Rory Calhoun and Guy Madi- 
son, 








Schenck Move 


Continued from page 3 





films for TV, and thus continue to 
make money. 

As far as divorcement for both 
20th and Metro are concerned, it is 
believed they will follow the pat- 
tern already established by Par- 
amount. HH Nicholas Schenck de- 
cides to remain with the produc- 
tion-distribution company, it’s be- 
lieved he’ll be joined by J. Robert 
Rubin, Metro veepee and general 
counsel. Joseph R. Vogel, now 





within next couple of| Leopold Friedman, veepee and sec- 
launch “Best of the retary, joining him. 


veepee of Loew’s, Inc., in charge 
of theatres, will probably take over 
as head of the theatre circuit, with 


What outfit 
Charles C. Moskowitz, Loew’s vee- 
pee and treasurer, will join has not 
been reported. 

In announcing his decision, Jo- 
seph Schenck said he preferred to 
“retain the production affiliation 
with Darryl F. Zanuck, which has 


angeling, has indicated its willing- 


| ness to cooperate with the indies 


by offering to set up a $20,000,000 
financing pool, if a survey shows 
that this type of production in gen- 
eral has paid off over the past 10 
years. Data is currently being 
sought from various indies. 


Theatre TV 








some low-budgeters and some high | 
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plains the purpose as follows: 

“To promote and foster the art 
of theatre television in order that 
this new informational medium 
may fully serve the public interest 
by being made available in thea- 
tres, community centers, and other 
appropriate meeting places. 


Added Pubservice Angle 


“To encourage and engage in 
scientific, sociological and other 
studies designed to determine the 
public need and desire for a thea- 
tre television service as well as 
ways and means to use this me- 
dium in theatres as an additional 
public service by making~ theatres 
available during non-operating 
hours for educational and social 
welfare programs and for utiliza- 
tion by government agencies for 
instructional and training purposes. 


“To make available all data ac- 
cumulated in such studies for the 
consideration of interested individ- 
uals and groups, including public 
and private officials, whose co- 
operation might aid in the achiev- 
ing of such objectives. 


“To consider and deal with all 
problems relating to theatre tele- 


| vision, to promote cooperative ac- 


tion consistent with the public in- 
terest in advancing the common 
interests of the members of this 
association, and to promote activi- 
ties aimed at enabling the motion 
picture exhibition industry and 
others further to benefit the pub- 
lic by furnishing a theatre tele- 
vision service. 


“As a non-profit corporation, 
none of the income of which shall 
accrue to any member or other 
persons, to obtain contributions to 
have officers and to employ per- 
sonnel, professional or otherwise, 
in order to effectuate and carry on 
its objectives and purposes.” 

The by-laws provide for a board 
of from three to 21 directors, with 
chairman, vice chairman and other 
officers. In addition, there shall 
be an executive secretary to han- 
dle the day-to-day routine and an 
executive’ committee of not more 
than nine members of the board, 
inclu the chairman. Proxy 








endured for the last 18 years, and 
with Spyros P, Skouras.” 


and m 


- 
»* 


voting are provided for, | 294 


Bank of America Sues Nasser Clan 
For 8296, Claims Assets Concealed 





vr 


RFC ‘Coy on Loans 
Washington, July 11. 


Nix by the Reconstruction 
Finance Corp. last week of 
the request of Sam Bischoff 
for a production loan makes it 
certain that two other similar 
requests. now pending will also 
be brushed. They are from 
Harry Sherman and Waltef 
Wanger. 44 

RFC, as expected, is back- 
ing away from any loans to 
media for fear of being 
charged with propaganda, 
censorship or merely backing 
the wrong. entertainment 
horse. Agency feels a loan to 
an idie producer would open 
it to all sorts of possible 
charges in Congress. 


Share in Saranac Hosp 
Management Sore Spot 
In N.Y. Variety Club Aid 


Decision by the New York Varie- 
ty Club tent on whether to adopt 
financing of the Will Rogers sana- 
torium at Saranac, N. Y., as its 
major charity should be forthcom- 
ing within a week. A subcommit- 
tee of the New York tent met last 
week with members of the hos- 
pital’s finance committee to “clari- 
| fy” what obligations and respon- 
sibilities the Tent No. 35, would as- 
sume should it adopt the plan. 


This committee is scheduled to 
report to Tent 35’s board of direc- 
tors within a week, at which time 
a decision would presumably be 
made, Board decision, though, 
would probably have to be ratified 
by full membership of the tent. 


A great deal of confusion sur- 
rounds the question. The tent re- 
portedly wants to take over man- 
{agement of the hospital as one 
| requisite of helping to finance it. 
And the finance committee of the 
| hospital, which has been negotiat- 
|ing with the tent, opposes this 
| course of action. 


Tent 35, formed a little over a 
year ‘ago, has not yet adopted 
what is known as a “major charity.” 
Bulk of the tent’s fund-rasing ac- 
tivities would go toward support- 
ing this charity. Idea of helping 
to support the hospital was 
broached to the tent several 
months ago, but was rejected June 
1, reportedly because the tent felt 
it was too large an order and be- 
cause it wanted some project in 
which it could have a say in the 
management, 


In return for financial support 
to hospital, the tent would expect 
some voice in its management. 
This remains a sore spot in the ne- 
gotiations. Hospital has $220,000 
in cash in its treasury, which, if 
Tent 35 took over, would have to 
be turned over to them. Finance 
committee naturally opposes any 
such action. 


It’s expected though, that Tent 
35 will ask that more of its mem- 
bers be placed on the board of 
directors of the hospital. This 
would give them a greater voice in 
the management, in return for 
their financing. About 80% of the 
present board consists of members 
of the New York -tent, but it’s 
plain that some of them, like mem- 
bers of the hospital’s finance com- 
mittee, don’t see eye-to-eye with 
official tent policy on the question. 
Bargaining will probably boil down 
to who and how many of the tent’s 
members will be appointed to the 
hospital board in return for the 
tent’s funds. 


Those present at meeting last 
week were Ira Meinhardt, Harold 
Klein, Matthew Cahn and David 
Snaper, representing the tent, and 
Abe Montague, -Dick Walsh, 
Charles E. (Chick) Lewis, Charles 
M. Reagan and Robert Mochrie, 
representing the hospital com- 
‘mittee. 














Yank Pix Top Swiss Imports 
Zurich, July 4. 
Swiss foreign film imports were. 
again strongly dominated by U. S. 
products in 1949. Of 1,400 new 
films, the Yanks delivered 659 en- 
tries or 47%, 








In second place is France with 
films, 


Los Angeles, July 11. 

Bank of America filed suit for 
$829,528 against the Nasser family, 
charging fraudulent concealing of 
assets. Named in the action are 
James, George, Henry, Richard and 
Theodore Nasser; their sister, Mrs. 
Anne Bushala, and a number of 
family corporations such as the Es- 


quire Holding Co., Sunset Enter- 
prises, Inc., and the Ressan Corp. 

The bank alleges that James, 
George, Henry and Theodore 
pledged their personal fortunes as 
collateral for loans, and then turned 
same over_to relatives with “no 
adequate consideration involved in 
the transfers.” 

Petitions for proposed “arrange- 
ment of debts” under bankruptcy 
laws were filed in federal court by 
the four brothers and affiliated 
companies. Court was asked to ap- 
prove a plan to protect unsecured 
creditors as petitioners stated they 
were unable to meet current obli- 
gations. Federal Judge Pierson M. 
Hall allowed petitioners until July 
18 to file schedules of outstanding 
obligations, assets and liabilities. 


James Nasser stated the action 
was “percipitated by premature ac- 
tion filed by the Bank of America 
on picture obligations. Allegations 
made by the bank are erroneous, 
unwarranted and unjustified in 
that the companies and individuals 
sued have assets far in excess of 
their liabilities. Unconscionable 
demands by the bank for prefer- 
ences, subordinations and collater- 
al could not be met by the Nas- 
sers. In a matter of months, play- 
out of pictures will enable repay- 
ment of bank and other credi- 
tors. Assets of studio are free and 
clear excepting a small encumber- 
ance of $190,000 (Union Bank & 
Trust, Los Angeles), on property 
costing $1,700,000. 


“Because marketing of pictures 
has been slower than anticipated, 
and in order to meet this condition, 
it was necessary to file a proceed- 
ing for purpose of reorganizing the 
business assets, effects of corpora- 
tions, and individuals. The court, 
in considering the plan as pre- 
sented, made an order authorizing 
corporations and individuals to 
remain in possession of respective 
assets for the purpose of working 
out plan for creditors and other 
parties interested.” 


Dassin May Direct Indie 
Before Next Fox Stint 


Hollywood, July 11. 


Jules Dassin is huddling with 
20th-Fox heads, following his last 
weekend bowout from megging 
20th's “Half Angel,” on his next 
possible assignment. Director has 
a commitment with the studio for 
one picture annually. 

If they can’t arrive at a decision 
on his next pic, Dassin will take 
time out to make an indie for a 
new oufit he and Lewis Milestone 
set up, returning afterwards for 
the 20th-Fox assignment. 


MPEA Board 


| Continued from page 4 


probably considerably upping last 
year’s $1,600,000 take by the entire 
industry. 

First pix to be released by Gold- 
wyn will be “The Bishop's Wife,” 
“The Princess and the Pirate,” 
“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty,” 
“Hurricane,” “The Westerner” and 
“Wuthering Heights.” Disney’s 
pair will be “Snow White” and 
probably “Song of the South,” ths 
latter at the U. S. Army’s request. 

Goldwyn’s initialer will be “The 
Westerner” is September. Disney 
at the same time will send out 
“Snow White” on a _ roadshow 
basis. Distribution for both pro- 
ducers will be handled by the 
Daiei Motion Picture Co. of Tokyo, 
which services 950 theatres that 
are said to sell about 65,000,000 
tickets monthly. 

MPEA, if its directors okay the 
new deal, will maintain its own dis- 
tribution setup. 
ticipating are Paramount, Metro, 
Warner Bros., Columbia, RKO, 
20th-Fox, Universal and Republic. 
Not included is United Artists, 
which was in the co-op last year, 
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Membership, Field 


7 | Continued from page 3 
| portant factor in the exhib organ- | 
up inl 9 | ization’s councils, was to all in-| 
tents and purposes supplementing | 
To Be Set This Wk. 


Fabian as a rep of TOA. National 
Eligibility for membership in| 

the Council of Motion Picture Or-| for the industry is anticipated | 
ganizations and the field setup Of | when the budget and finance com- | 
the new all-industry public rela-| mittee meets in a few weeks. It) 
tions body will be determined this | 1s aay eset by a ee 
P . : ‘ire x Al 
week. Initial meetings of the et ee a oe 
mittees recently set up by COMPO! 704 is expected at that time to 
prez Ned E. Depinet to consider bring up. a new facet on the’ 
these matters will be held in New financing that may considerably 








especially for the meeting. 
A further slowdown on ar 


York extend the time before any plan | 
; . | can become operative. It will sug- 
Membership committee, chair- gest the possibility of exhib con- 
maned by Robert J. O’Donnell,| tributions to COMPO via their 
meets at 10 a.m. today (Wed.) in| member organizations, rather than 
the Paramount board room. Com- | directly. Aim is to strengthen the 
; Rare e ‘hi yp | Position of the organizations by, 
mittee on organization, of whic a vital part of the 


; making them 
Harry Brandt is chairman, con-| financing, rather than weaken their | 
venes at the same time tomorrow | status by having coin for COMPO’s 
(Thurs.) at the Hotel Astor. | war-chest go around them. 

They are part of five commit-| Original plan approved at the 
fees ordered set up at the all-in-| last all-industry meeting to set up 
dustry meeting in Chicago last |COMPO was for each exhib to pay 
May, when COMPO was formally | 10c on each $100 of his film rental, 
organized. They have been charged with this sum to be matched by 
with filling in with details the | the distribs. Mechanics and book- 
skeleton of COMPO’s constitution, | keeping would be relatively sim- 
which was adopted at that time, ple since it could be handled by 

Finance committee, chaired by | distribs in the normal course of 
Sam Pinanski, is the only one that | billings and collections with very 
hasn't met or set a meeting date | little trouble. 
yet. Program and planning group| TOA idea, on the other hand, 
huddled in New York in June and | Would be much more difficult. Col- 
the personne! committee met last | lection system would have to be 
Thursday (6). When all have, Set up by the various organizations 
drafted their recommendations| and by COMPO; checking and 
they will be taken up by COMPO’s | dunning would be all but impos- 
exec board. Unanimous vote of ap-| Sible, and there would be a basic 
proval of the 10 constituent organi- | fault that TOA itself previously 
vations represented on the board | Objected to. That is, that the pay- 
is required to make committee rec-|™ents would indicate what an 
ommendations official. | exhib was giving in film rental. 

O'Donnell group will take up to- Since there would have to be book- 
day the matter of eligibility of “in- keeping within the exhib organi- 
dustry. members” of COMPo. | Z@tion, a theatreman’s opposition 


Shem ave cammenins or eames |; might well learn what terms he 
; i ‘ 8 was getting. Under the original 


tions outside of the 10 charter COMPO system, the only person 
members, but which have a vital) ~;-, 1 ol pes ieenee * 
interest in the film biz. Eastman who'd have nad en - — 
Kodak would be an example. Also would be the distrib—who obvious- 
to be determined is what would ly already knew what film rental 
be fair dues for these outfits and a. br 9B my down 
pogo ow - “pal participation the establishment of COMPO is 
ye color pre b tit d similar to what it has been from 
vommittee has been constituted the beginning. That is to keep the 
fo comprise members who are | all-industry body from attaining a 
he po ge ees organiza- | position of such importance that 
lons or who deal with concession-| jt overshadows TOA itself. it 
aires, so that they are familiar with | doesn’t want to have a hand in the 
peed erage oo and — creation of an organization which 
probiems. n e group are -| lessens TOA’s own function. 
ward Lachman, who reps Allied | While that has been TOA’s be-.| 
and owns theatres, but also has a/ hind-the-scenes attitude all along, 
projector carbon sales organiza- | ijt has been most cooperative up to! 
tion; Herman Robbins, who reps this time in the various all-indus- 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- | try sessions leading up to the birth | 
ica and is prez of National Screen | of COMPO. Whether because of | 
ae ae aimee = = | the Bigh tathusionn and Capen | 
1e Society | expresse y the nine other com-) 
Picture Producers; William Brandt, | ponent member organizations at 
Independent Theatre Owners | these conclaves, or for other rea-_ 


Roxy Product Set Up To 
Jan. 1; Majority Seen 
As Two-Week Bookings 


With a majority of pictures fig- 
ured as two-week bookings, Roxy 


Theatres topper had come east! theatre, N. Y., has set product up 
rival t? Jan, 1, 1951. The fact that so 


lot the day when COMPO is finally | many productions are figured as 
a functioning public relations arm | only good for two weeks is no par- 


ticular reflection on the draw, but 
simply that most shows aren't able 
to show profit longer than that un- 
der current Broadway conditions. 

Important change in the prod- 
uct lineup has moved “Guerrilla in 
Philippines” up on the schedule to 
early in November because of the 
war situation. It originally was 
set for after the first of the year. 


After “Where the Sidewalk 
Ends,” now current. Roxy will 
play “Broken Arrow,” “Panic in 


the Streets” and “Stella.”  Last- 
named opens Aug. 18 with Milton 
Berle. 

“Black Rose” opens on Sept. 1, 
with “My Blue Heaven,” “I'll Get 
By” and “All About Eve” follow- 
ing. “For Heaven’s Sake” is the 
Christmas pic opening on Dec. 22. 

Theatre has spotted “Halls of 
Montezuma” in on Jan. 19 tenta- 
tively, because of revived interest 
in Marine Corps since ordered to 
Korea. 








a 
| 


B’way Dip 














es Continued from page 3 Soames 


Paramount also used one more pic 
this year than last. 

That there’s a marked trend 
away from reissues at the better 
houses is seen in the fact that only 
Chaplin’s “City Lights” and a twin 
Warner bill, ‘God Is My Co-Pilot” 
and “Destination Tokyo,” were re- 
vived on Broadway this. year. 
Oldies exhumed in the first half of 
49 included Columbia’s “Cover 
Girl” and “You Were Never Love- 
lier,” dualed at the Criterion; 
“Treasure of Sierra Madre” (WB) 
and “Johnny Belinda’ (WB), 
twinned at the Strand, plus four 
others run as singles at the May- 
fair. 

Analysis of films’ staying power 
at the Roxy reveals that “Belve- 
dere Goes to College” took the 
laurels in °49 with a four-week 
stand. Five others stayed three 
weeks. This year ‘“‘Cheaper by the 


| Dozen” remained four weeks, but 
| only three others had enough pull 
| to stay three weeks. 


Music Hall 
came off somewhat better in the 
same ‘’50 stretch with two Metro 
pix, “On the Town” and ‘Father 


of the Bride” copping six-week 
/runs. House, however, screened 
eight films apiece in each six- 


month period. 


First half of the ‘'50 calendar 


| was also marked by some unusual 


bookings at the Capitol and Para- 


Assn.; Charles E. (Chick) Lewis for | sons, TOA has always gone along. | mount which in the past generally 
tradepaper publishers; Elmer Rho-| jt is for that reason that its talk| SCfeened Metro and Par product 


den, Theatre Owners of America; of qa “slowdown” 
Sam Rinzler, Metropolitan Motion | taken less seriously than might 
Picture Theatres Assn.; and Al) otherwise be the case. However, 
Rogell, Motion Picture Industry TOA’s action in committee meet- 
Council. |ings—as contrasted to the big 
Brandt's committee is made up overall! sessions—may undoubtedly 
of 40 members—purposely large to | have the effect it desires. 
take in reps from 20 different ex-| Others attending last Thursday's 
change areas. They will work out | huddle of the Brecher committee 


for COM?O is| ¢X¢lusively. 


| United Artists. 


Fact that Metro is 
selling away its best pix to the 
State and Music Hall accounted for 
the Cap’s need for two outside 
films both of which came from 
Divorcement of 


| the Par from its parent company 


how COMPO shouid function in the were Barney Balaban, repping Mo-. 


field, whether through existing or- tion Picture Assn. of 
Zanizations or by setting up area Maurice Brown. subbing for Will- 
chairmen or some other method.| iam Namenson of Independent 
They're also charged with deciding Theatre Owners Assn. of New 
how the work of COMPO should’! York: William Levy, subbing for 
be fitted into that of the 10 mem-, Gunther Lessing of Motion Picture 
ber organizations and vice versa. 


America; | 


| Industry Council; Martin Quigley, | 


Depinet and Francis Harmon, 5*-, for tradepress publishers; Mar- | 
COMPO secretary and v.p. of the tin G. Smith, subbing for William. 








MPAA, are sitting in ex-officio on. Ainsworth of Allied, and ex officio 
and Francis Harmon, secretary. 
Unable to be present were Ben 
‘= y . 
o0 Years’ Being Held On ¥. Shean ; 
ote ° acific Coast Conference of Inde- 
In Sock Circuit Draw pendent Theatre Owners. and 
Warner's documentary covering the of Independent Motion Picture 
Jast 50 years, not only held over a_ Producers. 
Embassy Newsree! circuit, but may 
gO three or four weeks in most of 
i : : Hollywood, July 11. 
in which the 73-minute feature pic Possibility that some phase of 
second session in the five spots! the Independent Theatre Owners 
with about $26.000. afier a sock of America for the RKO chain 


all committee meetings. Ned E. Depinet, 
F. Shearer, of Seattle, rep of the 
“Fifty Years Betore Your Eyes,” David O. Selznick, repping Society 
zecond week in five houses of the | 
ITOA-RKO Move Seen 
these theatres because of the way 
heid up. Film looks to finish its | negotiations being conducted bv 
$33,000 in first week. | will take place this week, is seen 


explained its buys of two pix from 
Universal and one apiece from 
RKO and Columbia. 











Drive-Ins 


Continued from page 7 =——— 








bility of the screen from the high- 


way is also described as a hazard, | 


and the design of the entrance and 


exit facilities of some drive-ins are 


COMPO prexy,'| 


also blamed for many accidents. 
The highway officials say there 
are three alternatives—(1) “By ap- 


| propriate legislation, construction 
_of drive-in theatres can be prohib- 


ited entirely in designated areas: 


| (2) Short of such prohibition, ac- 


cess to the highway to which they 
are adjacent may be controlled by 


denying direct access either wholly 


Favorable word-of-mouth is one. With the arrival of Charlotte Gross. | 


of the main factors in helping “50 | executive secretary of ITOA. 
Years,” hold up. The comparatively! Group, which is headed by 


short running time has made pos- Harry Brandt, has been dickeriag | 


sible a rapid turnover in Newsreel | with Howard Hughes interests for. 
circuit’s houses, which have a total some time and Miss Gross 
of 2.500 seats. | figure in talks while she is here. 


—< -- 


may | 


or partially. (3) In lieu of statutory 
control, consultation with the pro- 
posed owners of the theatre facil- 
ities in the planning stage may be 
relied upon as the only safeguard.” 

The report asserts that local offi- 
cials are not strong enough to de 
the job and that any legislative 


controls should be handled by the | 


states. It also declares: “Probably 
the most effective remedy for the 
growing problem of the drive-in 
theatre is the outright prohibition 
ef this type of enterprise along 
state highways.” 






Continued 








La Ronde 

on various varieties of love affairs. 
A raconteur leads the audience 
through a series of love affairs by 
a group of people, the plethora of 
love situations making the pic pon- 
derous in its present state. Deft 
‘cutting might make it okay for 
some American spots. 


dier for a brief moment and then 
he is called back to the barracks. 
The soldier next meets a lovely 
chambermaid whom he loves and 
leaves. The raconteur then leads 
her into an adventure with a sen- 
sitive young student. The student 
in turn has an affair with a mar- 
ried woman. It goes on and on, 
but this is the basic format of the 
yarn. 

Ophuls has used a dearth of 
closeups, brilliant decor playing a 
vital part. Film gains an opulence 
in the expertly lensing of Chris- 
tian Matras. There is much film- 
ing through carved glass, linen, 
silks and mirrors to create the 
aura of romance. A catchy song 
becomes the theme music with the 
picture nicely scored by Oscar 
Straus. Anton Wolbrook is prop- 
erly suave as the raconteur. Bulk 
of the star-studded cast deliver 
virtual bits with verve. Danielle 
Darrieux and Daniel Gelin are 
standout as the wife and amorous 
student, Mosk. 


Prelude a La Gleire 
(Prelude To Glory) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, June 24. 
Gray Film release of Miramar produc- 


tion, Stars, Roberto Benzi, Debucourt, 
Paul Bernard. Directed by George La- 
combe. Screenplay, Jean-Bernard Lue, 
Paul Andreota; camera, Claude Renoir. 
At Rex, Paris. Running time, 100 MINS. 
co cece th, RE ECE Ee Roberto Benzi 
DE scéddecuows cba @s Debucourt 
NOONE 0.4 on 6060s <o Paul Bernard 
| a “errr Andre Le Gall 


Pic has a natural exploitation peg 
,in the young virtuoso conductor 
Roberto Benzi over here. A simple, 
honest story interpreted by unpre- 
tentious direction and good tech- 
nical credits make this palatable 
for some U. S. art houses. Film 
points up Benzi’s genius via under- 
statement, and employs good taste 
in the use of the moppet prodigy. 

Story concerns young Roberto, 
an apprentice bricklayer with a 
surprising aptitude for music. He 
comes to the attention of an ex- 
conductor, the old master trains 
him, Then a second-rate conduc- 
tor and his over-ambitious wife 
seize upon the youth as a freak 
b.o. draw, but it works out okay 
with usual tear-jerker end. 

Lacombe has subordinated the 
plot to the talent of young Benzi, 
who is Roberto of the story, Edit- 
ing and musical background ‘are 
fine assets. Benzi’s acting is com- 
petent, but when on the podium 
he fills the screen with brilliance 
in his dynamic conducting. The 
support is adequate with Debu- 
court etching a fine portrait as the 
aging master, and Paul Bernard 
good as the weak conductor. 

Mosk. 





Orphee 
(Orpheus) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, June 25. 
Discina release of Andre Paulve 





Film Reviews | 


The raconteur’s first character is | 
a streetwalker who meets a sol- | 
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‘portrait as the to-tured Orpheus, 
and the enigmatic Maria Casares 
is perfect as Death. Francois Per- 
ier and Marie Dea round out the 
stellar spots well. Mosk, 





Femmes San Nom 


| (Women Without Names) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, June 30. 
Filmsonor release of Navona Fiim pro- 
duction. Stars Simone Simon, Francoise 
|, Rosay, Valentina Cortese. Directed and 
written by Geza Radvanyi. Camera. Gabor 


Pogany. At Opera, Paris, Running time, 


95 MINS. 
Frenchwoman...e.sees-+.-Simone Simon 
CMGI. 00 8wescetete Francoise Roszyv 
Yugoslavian...... eeeee. Valentina Cortese 
Bavarian. ..ccccocccccesess Vivi Gioi 
PORE... 1c cneweneessonneeees Irasema Dilian 
Brigadier ....cccesses adeetes Gino Cervi 
Captain .. .cccccccsocsscces Mario Ferari 
eS Parry Lamberto Magegiorani 
After the brilliant “Somewhere 


in Europe,” this is below par for 
the second in Geza Radvanvyi's pro- 
posed trilogy of the dispossessed 
peoples. This treats with the un- 
wanted women herded together in 
a camp near Trieste after the 
war. Pic’s resemblance to recent 
films dealing with caged woman 
is also against it. Film has some 
excellent moments, but on the 
whole its message is watered 
down. With Simone Simon and 
Francoise Rosay in cast, it may do 
for U. S. arty spots. : 

Radvanyi has directed erratic- 
ally with some fine moments such 
as the birth scene, the attempted 
escape and others not so strong. 
Valentina Cortese is moving as the 
expectant mother. Simone Simon 
gets away with her coquette role 
with abandon while Francoise 
Rosay is efficient as the ex- 
duchess. Film is multilingual. 

Pic was made in Italy. and it 
makes the Italian prison camp 
guards very polite, which Is not 
in line with reports of those who 


have lived there in such camps. 
Mosk. 








George Skouras 


Continued from page 3 =e 


‘circuits, leasing the houses to the 
latter two chains. Skouras end 
UATC each own a 50° interest in 
the Skouras web. 

Schenck is believed to be the 
largest stockholder in the UATC 
chain, having more than 100.000 of 
the 600,000 shares outstanding. 

UATC has a direct interest in 
about 15 houses, plus complete 
ownership of United Artists Thea- 
tres of California, which has an 
interest in 68 houses: and owns 
United Artists of Texas. which 
owns a 50% interest in Robb & 
Rowley United, Inc., operating 81 
houses, and a one-third interest in 
six other houses in Texas. 

It also acquired last March 50° 
of Mike Naify’s interest (which was 
almost 100%) of the United Cali- 
fornia Theatres. It is the top hold- 
ing company for T&D, Jr. ‘69 
houses) and Golden State (40 thea- 
tres) circuits in California. It took 
over the interest from Schenck, 
who had personally endorsed a $2.- 
500,000 note for Naify. Schenck’'s 
endorsement was on behalf of 
UATC, which indemnified him. 

UATC is currently engaged in 
breaking up its joint interests in 
circuits with the majors, as _ re- 
quired by the anti-trust decrees. 











It will continue its deals with indie 
circuits, however, such as Robb & 
Rowley and United California. 

Schenck has trusteed bis stock 
io the Bank of America. He is 
said to have no other theatre inter- 
ests except through UATC. 








pro- 
duction. Stars Jean Marais. Maria Ca- 
saves, Francois Perier, Marie Dea. Writ- 
ten and directed by Jean Cocteau: Cam- 
eva, Nicolas Hayer;: editor, .. Sadoul. At 
Palais De Chaillot. Running time, 95 
MINS. 
SS 6:4. 6 ne R649 0 6p 60 9~a ob Jean Marais 
ee re .Marie Dea 
BPCUPCODIS®.. 60s. cesses. Francois Perier 
Sr rrr errr Maria Casares 
pO Peers re eee Juliette Greco 
ERR Sei ... Roger Blin! 
0 eee eee Edouard Dermithe 
This is an off-the-beaten-track 


film that engenders loca! interest 
in its style and theme. Pie is a 
highly personalized, modernistic 
production. A poetic interpreta- 
tion of the Orpheus myth trans- 
posed to modern times, it is suc- 
cessful in its appeal to the intellec- 
tual art house local set. Word-of- 
mouth would be an important fac- 
tor here, with the prestige names 
of Jean Cocteau and Jean Marais 
helping. Well hypoed pic could be 
played in very special arty U. S. 
situations. 

The modern Orpheus is a Left 
Bank poet envied by his fellow 
writers. He becomes enamored of 
a strange Princess depicted as in 
reality, Death. From then on. the 
plot follows the general Orpheus 
fable. 

_ Cocteau’s scripting and direct- 
ing give the film its proper key of 
unwerldliness. Though slow at 
times, the special effects are ex- 
pertly handled. Lensing is lucid 
and editing gives fine rhythm to 
spic. Jean Marais etches a fine 








$5,000,000 Credit 


Continued from page 3 


daily huddles with C. J. Tevlin, 
repping Hughes. 

Wald, Krasna and Tannenbaum 
have been pushing to complete the 
deal within the 60 days. Tevlia 
maintains that they have already 
done three months of hoss-tradirg 
in one month and is asking that 
they take it easy. 

Unit has had offers from other 
studios, however, and is anxious to 
either make the deal with RKO 
within the time limit or be free 10 
talk elsewhere. Partners have 
carefully avoided conversations 
elsewhere while the RKO negoti- 
ations are proceeding amicably. 

Meantime they are continuing to 
prep scripts and are ready to 20 
with the first of the 12-a-vear. for 
five years, that will be called for in 
the pact. The $10,000,000 revolv- 
ing fund is designed to finance 
the first year’s output. 
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500 PRINTS 


WILL BE READY SO THAT YOU CAN CASH IN 
ON THE MOST ADVERTISED, MOST PUBLICIZED, 
AND MOST EXPLOITED PICTURE EVER MADE! 
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American Film Industry Adopts 


New Strategy on Unfreezing Com 





With the gradual hardening of + 


currencies in most foreign coun- | 
tries, the American film industry 
has adopted a new long-range 
strategy in its efforts to free | 
frozen coin. Rather than accept) 
dubious deals for immediate thaw- 
ing at a heavy discount, Motion 
Picture Assn. of America is at-| 
tempting to get foreign govern- 
ments to earmark funds for con- 
version of blocked currency to 
dollars at legal rates. 

Aim of the MPAA is to regu- 
larize the transfer of earnings 
abroad and put it on a routine, 
official basis. Feeling is that if 
the industry continues to indicate 
a willingness to get out its money 
on the catch-as-catch-can basis 
that has prevailed since the war, 
foreign governments will never} 
take steps to provide normal chan- 
nels of conversion. 

Yank films have thawed a great 
percentage of their earnings | 
abroad in recent years through 
“compensation” deals—the ex- 
change of blocked funds for goods 
or services that could be later 
translated into dollars. The cost 
has been high, however, in that 
such arrangements entail the giv- 
ing of heavy discounts. Foreign 
governments have generally looked 
with favor on the deals, since they 
cleared up dollar obligations at 
considerably less than normal cost. 

MPAA member companies were 
more than willing to go along on 
the compensation deals while they 
appeared to be the only possible 
method of getting earnings out of 
deep freeze. Most of the world, 
currencies have strengthened so 
much in the past year, however, 
that it is felt foreign governments 
are in a position to allot a sum 
equal to a portion of U. S. film 
earnings for conversion of curren- 
cies at legal rates. 

A practical factor, too, is that 
the compensation deals are getting 
more and more difficult to find. 
As currencies harden, there’s less 
call for barter—which is what the 
compensation deals in essence 
are. As a result, it becomes some- 
thing of a necessity to find other 
means of getting money out of the 
icebox. 

Thus, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prexy Eric Johnston and | 
the head of the Assn.’s interna- 
tional department, John G. Mc- 


Fox Chi Garrick Coup 


Chicago, July 11. 

Garrick theatre here will 
show 20th-Fox films exclusive- 
ly during its reissue policy, 
which teed off Friday (7). Ac- 
tion comes as a coup for Fox 
and a nudge to other majors. 

Choice of Fox pix, left en- 
tirely up to patrons who bal- 
lot for their choices, was sold 
to the Balaban & Katz circuit 
in a tidy package deal. «Patron 
response so far has been on 
the healthy side. 


20th Giving Manhattan 
Back to Indians; Preps 
Novel Stunts for ‘Arrow’ 


Twentieth-Fox, continuing its 
fullscale ballyhoo and exploitation 
emphasis on upcoming product, 
has set plans for several novel 
stunts during the next few weeks, 
topped by booking a troupe of five 
American Indians for a two-week 
tour of RKO nabe theatres in New 
York to publicize “Broken Arrow.” 
In addition, the company has as- 
signed Princess Yellow Robe, In- 
dian lecturer and director of the 
Indian exhibit at Jones Beach State 
Park, N. Y., on a national tour to 
lecture editors, women’s groups, 
critics, etc., about the film. 

Miss Yellow Robe will function 
on her lecture tour as Henry Wil- 
coxon did for DeMille’s (Para- 
mount) “Samson and_. Delilah” 
earlier this year. She’ll appear in 
each city prior to the opening of 
“Broken Arrow.” She’ll emphasize 
the fact that the film for the first 








| time in industry history deals sym- 


pathetically with American in- 
dians, instead of depicting the 
usual “good” white man versus 
“bad” Indian. 
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Jersey Exhibs | 
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point that Snaper started the ad- 
mission warfare. Matawan and 
Keyport, N. J., weeklies of June 
15-16 were exhibited by the circuit 


Carthy, are exerting presure on |prexy with ads for his own Strand, 


foreign governments’ to 


white market rates. Such a move 
is entailed in current negotiations 
with Italy and will undoubtedly 
figure in talks coming up on re- 
opening of the French film agree- 
ment. It will be the policy every- 
where in the world as new pacts 
are made. 


MPAA Foreign Group 
Helps Overseas Prods. 
To Get U. S. Distribs 


Practice of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s Advisory Unit 
for Foreign Films in arranging 
screenings in New York to help 
overseas filmmakers find a U. S. 
distributor has been reaping favor- 
able reactions from both the pro- 


ducers and distribs. 
B. Bernard Kreisler, Advisory 
Unit in recent weeks has spon- 
sored showings of three imports 
and is mapping previews of sev- 
eral more shortly. 


| 





Previously screened were three wise, in the only other situation | 


Italian-made pix, “Sky Over the 
Marshes,” “Stranger of San 
Marino” and “Passion of St. Mat- 
thew.” Distribs who attended the 
showings were’ favorably im- 
pressed with “Stranger” and “Pas- 
sion,” and several are negotiating 
for U. S. rights to the films. 
Owner of “Stranger” is Countess 
Dorothy Di Frasso while Bruno 
Sequin holds rights to the latter. 


Screening service is free, Kreis-| 


ler stressed in New York last week, 
with each of the majors alternating 
in supplying cuffo use of projec- 
tion rooms. 
on “Stranger,” for example, noti- 
fied some 64 foreign film distribs 
of the preview date by mail. In 
addition, invitees were reminded 
by phone on the day preceding the 


open Red Bank; Strand, Long Branch, 
means of transfer of funds atjand Strand, Freehold, 


and for 
Snaper’s Strand in Keyport. 


The Reade ads all carried nota- 
| tions of evening prices 
| Snaper’s copy stated: ‘Regular 
|admission prices.” Regular fee in 
all the houses involved is 44c. 
| Since the show was slated to 
open the following Wednesday 
jand there would be no weekly 


|papers again until Thursday and | 


Friday to advertise that he was 
also going to exhibit “S&D” at the 
normal scale to meet Snaper’s 
competition, Reade was burned. 
He therefore had 10,000 cut- 
price coupons printed for his three 
houses. They admitted the holders 
at 25c. A crew was sent to Key- 
port, Snaper’s town, to distribute 
the coupons. They were not 
handed out, Reade said, in any of 
his own towns, but the plan for 
‘upped admission was dropped and 
ithe houses charged their normal 


| coupon-holders. 

Reade asserted that his circuit 
had held to the tilted scale policy 
in all previous “S&D” playdates. 
He pointed out that Snaper, like- 


‘where they were competitive, had 
boosted his charge, That was at 
the State, Boonton, N. J. (which 
is actually owned by former Jersey 
‘Allied prexy Ed Lachman, but 
booked by Snaper). It follows 
/Reade’s Community in Morris- 
‘town. Thus when Reade lifted the 


‘tab from 74c to $1 for “S&D”, | 


Snaper went up equivalently from 
46c to 74c. 

Although the squawks from 
other exhibs were disconcerting, 
Par was not seriously disturbed by 
the Jersey joust. 


-eral breakdown of the sales policy, 
since the pic has all but played 
off its initial time around and is 
just about to be withdrawn from 
release. It will be sent out again 


The | 
| houses are somewhat competitive. 


of $1. | 


There was little! . . 
His modus operandi fear that it might lead to a gen-, With company prexies at a board 





Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Frank Fontaine checked 
| 20th-Fox for his comedy role in 
“Call Me Mister.” . Stephen 











Chase was signed by Republic for | 


a key role in “The Story of Belle 
‘La Grand,” which gallops 
week with John Carroll and Vera 
| Ralston costarring Metro’s 
\“King Solomon’s Mines” went 
through a sneak preview and- was 
‘turned over to Technicolor; due 
for release in November ”% 
Edwin L. Marin will direct “Raton 
| Pass,” 
'nis Morgan starring, in Techni- 
color .... RKO set a July 24 date 
to start “Footlight Varieties,’ a 
novelty musical to be produced 
by George Bilson with 16 acts, and 
Jack Paar topping the cast. 
Republic assigned Gordon Kay 
as producer and Fred Brannon as 


director on ‘Fightin’ With Kit Car- | 


son” Next picture by Olympic 
Productions will be “Weak Is the 
Flesh,” starting Sept. 1 in N. Y., 
with Robert Parrish directing 
Edmund Grainger’s first production 
for RKO is “Flying Leathernecks,” 
based on a story by Kenneth Gemot 
...Warners will have two troupes 
in Gallup, N. M., next week, with 
“Rocky Mountain” and “Only the 
Valiant” shooting in the same 
neighborhood Pete Smith is 
rounding up his 14th annual ‘“Foot- 
ball Thrills,” to be released Sept. 9 
by Metro Jody Lawrance’s minor 
contract with Columbia approved 
by superior court. 

“The Untamed Legion” was set- 
tled on by Republic as a final title 
for the picture formerly titled ““Up- 
rising in the Forest” and “Black 
Hills’... Another Republic change 
of title is ‘‘Desperadoes of the 
West” for “Desperado Kings of the 
West”... Steve Cochran plays the 
top baddie in “Raton Pass,” a Den- 
nis Morgan starrer at Warners 
Metro will shutter its entire car- 
toon department July 28 to per- 
mit the personnel to take a two- 
week vacation Emil Friedlander 
is coming out of a long period of 
retirement to become general pro- 
duction supervisor for the Ameri- 
can Legion’s musical revue, “Red, 
White and Blue”...Harry Wild 
will lens “Macao,” costarring Jane 
Russell and Robert Mitchum at 
'RKO, with Josef von Sternberg di- 
recting. 

Jack Schwarz Productions bought 


“Sioux Ambush,” a yarn by Ray-'! 


mond Aldrich, for August produc- 
tion as one of the company’s 32 
films for Eagle-Lion release... Pete 
Smith completed “Curious Con- 
tests,” fourth of his 1950-51 shorts 
program at Metro...Peg Wells, 
American Airlines stewardess, will 
play herself and double as techni- 


cal advisor on Metro’s “Three Guys | 


Named Mike”... . New indie produc- 
tion outfit, David Lord Produc- 
tions, Inc., filed incorporation pa- 
pers in Sacramento, with David 
Lord as president, Donald Hyde 
and Samuel David as veepees, and 
‘Joseph Justman as treasurer. 


| Wilson Easing 
| Continued from page 4 

















/will probably he eliminated and a 
| provision inserted for conversion 
‘of frozen pounds to the coin of 
‘other soft currency countries. 

In the meantime, American dis- 
'tribs here showed disturbance 
,after analysis of a recent speech 
| by Wilson to Parliament. They 
'saw in it-indications of a possible 
government-controlled distribution 
‘setup for pictures. He said: 


think the House will agree that 


in at) 


this | 


starting July 13, with Den- | 


Eastman, Technicolor Inf 


$3,000,L00 Damage Suit 


| 
| A $3,000,000 damage suit, charg: | 
‘ing violation of the anti-trust laws | 
and invasion of property rights, was 
filed last week by William E. Celes- 
tin, president of Keller-Dorian 
Color Film Corp., against the East- 
-man Kodak Co., Technicolor, Inc., 
and the Technicolor Motion Picture 
Corp. Action was filed in N. Y. fed- 
eral court. 

Suit charges that the three de- 
fendants conspired to monopolize 
interstate and foreign trade in color 
photography, in violation of the 
Sherman and Clayton “Anti-Trust 
Acts. Companies conspired, the 
complaint charges, by cross-licens- 
ing copyrights each held, or hold, 
or might acquire in the future, and 
by refusing to license competing 
firms. Defendants are specifically 
charged with refusing to license 
the Monopak film process, deemed 
necessary in Technicolor produc- 
tion. 

Eastman Kodak is also chargea 
with failure to carry out an agree- 
ment allegedly made with Keller- 
Dorian in December, 1930. Celes- 
tin claims that Eastman Kodak in- | 
duced the plaintiffs to surrender 
certain patent rights, laboratory 
equipment and technical informa- 
tion, in turn for which Eastman 
Kodak was to exploit the Keller- 
Dorian process. 

Complaint declares that Kodak 
not only failed to exploit the proc- 
ess, but never had any intention to 
do so. Complaint charges Eastman 
Kodak with not acting in good 
faith, and making false represen- 
tations. 

Present suit is similar to two 
other actions filed in November, 
1948, by Keller-Dorian against the 
same three defendants. One was a 
$250,000,000 anti - trust action 
against the three companies, while 
the other was a $50,000,000 patent 
rights action against Eastman Ko- 
dak. The two suits are still in 
court. 

Meanwhile, district judge Alex- 
ander Holtzoss has granted an or- 
der allowing plaintiffs to take depo- 
sitions from the defendants through 
their officers and directors. Keller- 
Dorian will take depositions from 
H. T. Kalmus and David Shattuck, 
president and board member of 
Technicolor and TMPC, and Thom- | 
, as J. Hargrave, a director of East- 
man Kodak. 





U’s Hub Featurette 
Boston, July 11. | 


As the result of a three-year con- 
'eerted pitch by Hub’s Chamber of 
Commerce, Universal-International | 
will start shooting a featurette of 
the Hub city shortly, with an early 
, October preem likely. | 
; Film will be shot under the su- | 
,pervision of Arthur Cohen, UI's 
| director of short subjects, and will 
outline portions of the Hub’s his- , 
|torical past, Paul Revere’s ride, | 
|ete., spotlighting such Hub char- 
,acteristics as “clambakes” and 
|“bargin” basements. Shooting 
‘will be done in black and white to | 
| permit production on TV and after | 
‘commercial distribution by UI, film | 


“I | will be reduced to 16m for school | Skitball-Bruce 


and convention screenings. 


the existing distribution services | 


|are inadequate, too costly and too 


Headed by 44c to all but the Keyport 25c | rigid, and it is certainly a question | 
whether we shall not need a dis- . 


tribution agency capable of acting 
on behalf of producers, doing a 
| purely wholesaling job and not a 
| financial one.” 





| Johnston, Arnall Prep for London 

Eric Johnston, prez of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, and 
| Ellis G. Arnall, president of the 
| Society of Independent Motion 
| Picture Producers, are preparing 
| this week to shove off Sunday (16) 
‘for the London monetary talks. 
| They'll be accompanied by James 
| A. Mulvey, prexy of Samuel Gold- 
| wyn Productions, who'll partici- 
| pate as a rep of SIMPP, and Joyce 
| O’Hara, Johnston’s exec assistant. 
MPAA chief is slated to huddle 


| meeting Friday (14) for a final dis- 
'cussion preparatory to the London 
| negotiations. Arnall and Mulvey 
| are also holding talks, although in- 
formal ones, all this week with 


runoff. As a result, some 24 per-. next January at normal rental,| New York distribution execs of 


sons were on hand, which was con- enabling exhibs to show it at their | the 


sidered a good turnout. 


iregular price scales, 


indie producer members of 
| SIMPP, 








| 


Package Revival 


Continued from page 5 





| 


,about these small theatres. They | 
are perfectly willing to let them | 
close. They cannot be bothered.” | 
In so-called normal days, PCCITO 
declared, small theatres could buy 
features from $10 up and some- 
times as low as $7.50. “Now the | 
only thing you can get for $12.50 is | 
junk, which you are ashamed to 
run,” it said. 

Winding up its plea, PCCITO| 
declared: “There are about 6,000 to. 
8,000 theatres in the U. S. rapidly , 
facing the possibility of ‘turning 
out the lights.” These are not war- 
time babies. They are subsequent 
run theatres and theatres in small. 
communities. Grosses have been. 
dropping and expenses have been 
steadily increasing over the years. 
The two lines have crossed. Result 
is losses. Something must be done. 
The motion picture industry will 
suffer greatly if these theatres are 
|closed. Theatre patrons are crea- 
tures of habit arid closed theatres 





| break that habit.” j 


On Color Monopoly Claim . 


ert Sparks and Warren Duff. 


‘mous units have recently, 


| tive July 15, after an association 


Freeman is now in charge of all 


pee) 









Semi-Indies 
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standing. and reputation of the pro. 
ducer and his aides. If he has a 
background distinguished by b.o, 
and critical success for pix made 
at reasonable cost, he is naturally 
in position to demand and get 
greater authority over stories, bud- 
get, casting, publicity-exploitation 
and general pelicies. He may alse 
get a percentage of profits of his 
pix and possibly a setup whereby 
he can take advantage of the capi- 
tal gains provisions of the tax 
jaws. 

In any event, however, the au- 
tonomy is béund to have a mighty 
big string attached to it, inasmuch 
as the studio is providing the 
financing for production. The man 
who holds the moneybag naturally 
has the final say. Success of the 
system will depend in large meas- 
ure, therefore, not only cn the 
choice of the unit chiefs, but how 
much the studio topper keeps out 
of their hair. 

Y. Frank Freeman, who will take 
active charge of the Par lot when 
Ginsberg pulls out this Saturday 
(15), will function much more as a 
supervisor of the units and less in 
day-to-day problems of picturemak- 
ing than Ginsberg did, although 
he'll keep a sharp eye on budgets, 
which he'll, of course, have to ap- 
prove on each pic. 

In addition to the unit produc- 
tions, there will also be a group of 
pix to be made by salaried house 
producers, of which Freeman will 
have to take charge. This group 
will be pared down, it is believed, 
as contracts expire and new over- 
all units can be added. 

The new  Jerry-Wald-Norman 
Krasna unit is reportedly set to 
move to Par if eurrent negotiations 
at RKO are unsuccessful. Wald 
plans to make as many as 12 pix 
at year. William Perlberg and 
George Seaton have just left 20th- 
Fox jobs to swing over to Para- 
mount as a unit under the 
new setup and Stanley Kramer is 
rumored as a possibility at Par 
when his current United Artists 
commitment (two more pix) is ful- 
filled. 

Semi-autonomous units already 
on the Par lot include those of Ce- 
cil B. DeMille, William Pine & 
William Thomas, Hal Wallis, Nat 
Holt, the former Liberty setup 
which includes Sam Briskin, Wil- 
liam Wyler, Frank Capra and 
George Stevens, Charles Brackett, 
Billy Wilder and George Temple- 
ton-Alan Le May. 

Unit producers holding lesser au- 
tonomy (although sometimes the 
dividing line is rather shady) are 
Leo McCarey, Irving Asher, Mel 
Epstein, Robert Fellows, Paul 
Jones, Jules Schermer, Joseph 
Sistrom and Robert L. Welch. 

At RKO, topper Howard Hughes 
is trying to set up a plan of having 
pix made in various price lines a la 
General Motors’ manufacture of 
Chevrolets, Pontiacs, Buicks and 
Cadillacs. Each of the units is 
assigned a category. Producers in- 
clude Filmakers (Ida Lupino-Col- 
lier Young), Sam Bischoff, Alex 
Gottlieb, Edmund Grainger, Dan- 
ny Dare, Herman Schlom, Jack 
Manning, Lewis 
Rachmil, Stanley Rubin, Harriet 
Parsons, Irving Cummins, Jr., lr- 
win Allan, Irving Starr, John 
Houseman, James T. Vaughn, Rob- 


At Columbia, three semi-autono- 
been 
added. They are headed by Ed- 
ward Small, Sidney Buchman and 
Louis de Rochemont. 





Ginsberg’s $4,500 a Week 
Hollywood, July 11. 
Henry Ginsberg, who resigned 
as vice president and studio gen- 
eral manager at Paramount, effec- 


of 10 years with that company, re- 
ceived $4,500 a week. Pact would 
have expired Nov. 1. 
; Ginsberg moved into Paramount 
in 1940 after serving for four 
years as vice president and general 
manager for David O. Selznick. 
Prior to that he was associated with 
Joseph M. Schenck, Hearst Inter- 
national, Educational Films, Hal 
Roach, Preferred Pictures and his 
own Sterling Pictures. 

Par Prexy Barney Balaban an- 
nounced that Par veepee Y. Frank 


studio operations, production and 
Personnel, ; 
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GOLD-GETTING SUMMER SHOW: 
Yes, it’s just one Big M-G-M hit after another! 


Imagine! Tops “Battleground” and “Annie Get Your Gun” 
in Memphis opening! Tops “Father Of The Bride” at Little 
Rock, Ark. opening. Toledo is a few dollars behind “On 
The Town” New Year’s opening. And those are typical 
of the darling “Duchess”. She’s just what the public wants! 


(It’s not too late to fight for complete 20% tax 
repeal! Write your Senators TODAY!) 
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Clips from 


CHICAGO 


Ralph Cramblet, U. A. district 
manager, granted sick leave and) 
J. J. O’Loughlin, Los Angeles, 
branch manager, takes over. When | 
Cramblet returns he will probably | 
be assigned a different post. 

Warner theatres trying to lure 
Jackie Robinson for lobby person- 
al at opening of “Robinson Story” 
when pic opens at outlying Oak- 
land and Met houses this week. 
Brooklyn infielder is in town for 
All-Star game. 

Metro awarded “Annie Get 
Gun” to Starview theatre in Elgin, 
second time this ozoner outbid 
regular houses for Metro product. 

Attempt of Loop theatre to 
maintain its recently adopted first- 
run policy has failed after four 
months. Formerly the Telenews, 
house will revert to old newsreel 
policy after current run of. “Fifty 
Years Before Eyes” ends. Believed 
that current Korean warfare might 
have influenced the reconversion 
especially since only one other 
newsreel house is operating here 
now. 





++ 


ST. LOUIS 


Shelly, formerly with 
& Mareco’s St. Louis or- 
purchased Ivanhoe, 


Frank 
Fanchon 
ganization, 


700-seater, from Sam Komm es- 
tate. House was operated by St. 
Louis Amus. Co. under lease. 


A. M. Thompson purchased the 
Royal, Royalton, Ul. 

Bernie Evans beating drums for 
“Duchess of Idaho” skedded for 
Loew’s State, St. Louis. 

S. R. Stanley and Beryis P. Wil- 
liams, Crossville, I]., bought one- | 
third interest in 460-car ozoner 
near Carmi, Ill., from Herbert W. 
Newcomb. 

Gerald Williams sold his Aloma, 
Stewardson, Ill., to Lewis M. Tat- 
man, 

Loew’s, Inc., renewed its lease 
on Orpheum, in downtown St. 
Louis, for 10 years. 

A new wrinkle in flicker house 
booking was unearthed locally last 
week when “Tillie’s Punctured Ro- 
mance” was reissued for one-week 
run at Orpheum. Much attention 
was grabbed by this silent film 
though shown with “G. I. Joe,” a 
Robert Mitchum-Burgess Mere- 
dith oldie. 


| 


MINNEAPOLIS | 


North Central Allied is sending 
affidavits to its members to fill} 
out in cases of alleged forcing of | 
pictures which its current bulletin 
calls illegal. These affidavits will | 
be forwarded to the Department | 
of Justice, the current NCA bulle-| 
tin states. 

Ruling of Federal Judge G. 


| 
H. | with 


Film Row 


* 
exhibitors allegedly guilty of false 


44444444 








_returns on percentage pictures is | 


Cal. Court Ends Taurog 
Contract With Feldman 
For Agency Inactivity 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Norman Taurog, screen director, 








! 
————————_——— 


Bernhard In Squeeze 








the muddle and pull off the EL-FC 
|merger yet. It’s figured that the 


creditors won't press any further, 


expected to pave the way for a | was freed of his agency contract since they d have nothing to gain 


number of such actions in this) 
territory. 

One more step in carrying out 
the consent decree was taken by} 
the Paramount circuit when it di-| 
vested itself of the 675-seat Or- | 
pheum theatre, Aberdeen, S. D., to 
open the town to competition. The 
purchaser is Mike Guttman, who 
owns a small-seater, the World, 
in Aberdeen. 

Because the territory’s indepen- 
dent exhibitors ‘‘need the chance 
to get off their chests” the anger 
they feel toward distributors as a 
result of rising costs in the face of 
declining boxoffice, according to 
Bennie Berger, North Central Al- 
lied president, the organization 
will hold a series of regional “pro- 
test and indignation meetings’ in 
Minnesota and the Dakotas this 
month. 

Gull Lake, Minn., drive-in, op- 
erated by the Home Theatres’ cir- 


cuit. doubles as a showhouse and 
church. On Sunday mornings re- 


ligious services are held on a non- 
interdenominational basis. In the 
afternoon and evening films are 


‘shown as usual, 


Bennie Berger, North Central 
Allied prexy, joined I. E. Chad- 
wick, Independent Producers Assn. 
head, in a plea for more playing 
time for independently produced 
product at a luncheon arranged by 
Monogram and Lippert and _ at- 
tended by more than 50 exhibitors. 

Charlie Weiner, vet United Art- 
ists salesman, returned — from 
weekend fishing trip with 14- 
pound wall-eyed pike. 


MANCHESTER, N. H. 
Twenty-two theatre managers 
from all parts of New Hampshire 
made plans for their participation 
in the 1950 “Jimmy Fund” drive | 
for the Children’s Cancer Re- 
search Foundation, at a_ recent 
meeting in Portsmouth. Lloyd 
Bridgham-, owner of the Uptown 
theatre in Dover, was named as 
state chairman. 

Irene Bigelow, ticket 
the State in Nashua, 
escaped serious injury when an 
automobile went out of control, 
plowed over sidewalk and crashed 
into the boxoffice where she was 
working. 


NEW YORK 


James R. Grainger, Republic 
sales chief, planed to Jacksonville 
Sunday (9) as first leg on a two- 
week sales trip to Tampa, New 
Orleans, Dallas, Kansas City and 
Chicago. Due back July 26. 

Maria Van Slyke, now touring 
Gloria Swanson to bally 


seller at 
narrowly 


Nordbye that the anti-trust decree “Sunset Boulevard,” replaces Rex 


cannot be invoked to block prose- 
cution of distributors’ suits against 


= 
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Taylor as° Paramount’s national 
, mag contaet. She'll work with 
| publicity manager Mort Nathan- 
| son. Taylor resigned to join 


| Famous Artists School, N. Y., as} 


| pub-promotion director. 


BOSTON 


E. M. Loew, owner of local’ the- 
atre chain, took over the McFad- 
'den-Deauville hotel in Miami 
| Beach for $700,000. Property was 
| purchased from administrators of 
| estate of Lucy Cotton, Thomas Mc- 
|Graw and Princess Eristave- 
, Tchicherine, 

Philip D. Bloomberg, new own- 
er of the Plaza in Salem, installed 
as prez of Salem Rotary club. 


| 
| 

LOS ANGELES 
| Grosses for this city’s firstrun 
theatres during first six months of 
year fell more than 24° below 
comparable period of 1949. This 
| year’s half-way figure is $5,451,900, 
i while last year’s was $7,250.700. 
' Showing of reissue bills in firstruns 
_dwindled this year. Only 13 oldies 
were screened, against 26 during 
first half last year. 
| Jack Chazan bought the 1,952- 
/seat Lincoln theatre on Central 
avenue, from Sherrill C. Corwin, 
purchase giving him a total of five 
‘houses »9n Central avenue. Others 
jare the Bill Robinson, Florence 
'Mills, Rosebud and Savoy. Total 
capacity, including the Lincoln, is 
|4,945 seats, 


| W. B. Pollard, formerly office 
;Manager of United Artists’ Los 
‘Angeles branch, has been pro- 


‘moted to L. A. branch manager. 


|He replaces J. J. O'Loughlin, who | 


| Was recently shifted to midwest 
| district manager, relieving Ralph 
‘Cramblet, on sick leave. 


” . 4 ~s 


with Charles K. Feldman’s Famous 
Artists and awarded a return of 
$600 in commissions. He had asked 
for $20,200. 

Basis for the abrogation of the 
contract was the State Labor Com- 
mission’s ruling that an agency 
must secure employment for a cli- 


ent within a certain period or the | 


association may be broken off. Tau- 
rog was relieved of his: $3,000-a- 
week post at Metro Aug 9, °48. He 
claimed Feldman wasn’t there to 
represent him at the time. 





8 Nations Send Pix To 
Locarno Film Festival 
Rome, July 4. 

The International Film Festival 
of 1950 of Locarno, June 29 to July 
9, will show pictures from eight 
countries, according to announce- 
ment made here. 

The entries follow: 

For Italy: “Il Mulatto,” (“Twen- 
ty Years of Age’), “Il Cielo e 
Rosso” and “One Sunday in Au- 
gust.” For France: 
Gloire,” “La Belle que Voila,” “La 
Valse de Paris,” “La Ronde” and 
“Lady Paname.” For U. S.: “Three 
Came Home.” “When Willie Comes 


Marching Home” and a Warner 
film and one from Paramount, 
titles not announced. For Great 
Britain: “Golden Salamander,” 
“They Were Not Divided,’ and 
“Astonished Heart.” Other entries 
include films from Austria, Swe- 


den, Germany and Mexico. 











~ Picture Grosses | 











TORONTO 


‘Continued from page 9) 
wk). Steady $6,000 after last week 
got about same. 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59) — 
“Gunfighter” (20th) (2d wk). Okay 
$7.500 after last week’s $12,500. 


Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 38-67) — 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) ‘2d wk). 
Neat $8,000 after last week’s big 


$15.000. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1.556: 38-67)— “Night and City” 
(20th) (2d wk). Poor $3,000 in two 
days after last week's fair $8,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 48-$1.15)— 
“Blue Lamp” EL). Nice $14,000. 
Last week, “Fortunes Capt. Blood” 


(Col), $11,000. 
Shea’s ‘FP) (2.386; 38-67) — 


“Friend Irma Goes West” (Par).|contracts—EL is technically and | 
\legally not bound to go through | 


Fine $10,500. Last week, “‘Lawless” 
(Par), $8,000. 

Towne (Taylor) (693; 40-88) — 
“Rocketship X-M” (Lip) (2d wk). 
Smash $6,500 and capacity after 
new record $7,000 opener. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 42-75)— 
“Winchester °73” (2d wk). Light 
$4,500 after last week’s $7,000. 


New Product Ups Mpls.; 
‘Gunfighter’ Modest 116, 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Minneapolis, July 11. 
| Thanks to strength of product, 
there is slight improvement cur- 
rently from recent staggering box- 
office. “The Gunfighter” and “The 
White Tower” are the current 
tonics. Interest in advance of 
“Jackie Robinson Story” did not 
pan out so well when film opened 
at State. “Bright Leaf,” moved 
from RKO-Orpheum to World is 
only fair. ¢ 
Estimates for This Week 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Gunfighter” (20th). Nothing but 


praise for this one but only) 
moderate $11,000 is looming. Last 
week, “Friend Irma West” (Par), 
$12.000. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 35- 
70\—““White Tower” (RKO). Ver- 
dict very favorable on pic merits. 
And looks to hit very good $12,000. 
Last week, “Bright Leaf” (WB), 
so-so $9,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70)— 
“The Sundowners” (EL) and 
“Golden Twenties” (RKO). Light 
$5,000. Last week, “Iroquois Trail” 
(UA) and “Armored Car Robbery” 
(RKO), same. 


State ‘Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 
“Jackie Robinson Story” (EL). 
Anemic $7,000. Last week, “Colt 
.45” (WB), moderate $8,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-85) — 
“Bright Leaf” (WB) (m.o.). Fair 
$2,500. Last week, “Astonished 


| Heart’ (U), $2,800, 


“Prelude a la; 


‘through shoving FC into bank- 


‘ruptcy. It’s also believed that pro- | 


,ducers whic to date have refused to 
‘Okay transfer of their releasing 


|contracts from FC to the new ELC | 


can be spurred into doing so by 
,refusal of Bernhard to permit them 
to take their product elsewhere. 


Though the producers might 
have a chance legally to get out 


of their FC pacts because of the 
company’s change of status, Kauf- 
man figures the threats have a 
nuisance value that will keep the 
indies from the long court process. 
Kaufman also feels that he could 
go-to court anc force MacMillen 
into acceptance of the deal if only 


one or two of the promised pix 
Net now, however, is that Bern- 
hard finds himself in a_ predica- 


ment that has won him sympathy 
from those familiar with the sit- 
uation. 
Fox prexy Spyros Skouras, who 
in no other capacity than as an old 
friend was reportedly pulling all 
sorts of strings last week to get 
Bernhard off the hook on which he 
was entangled. 

Situation currently is that EL 
and FC merged as of June 12 with- 
out an actual corporate merger. 
EL on that date took over distri- 
bution of FC product and some of 
its staff, including sales chief Ber- 
nard Kranze and ad-publicity top- 
per Sid Gross. With that, Bern- 
hard closed his exchanges and let 
go his other help. 

His Big Mistake 


In that move the FC prexy’s 


friends see his principal mistake. | 
Although FC was reportedly losing | 
hard-§| 


$15,000 a 
pressed, 


week and thus 
feeling is that Bernhard 


erred in assigning distribution 
rights in his films to EL and in 
shutting down his offices before 


the merger with the’ Robert R. 
Young company was sewed up. 
claimed he put himself out of busi- 
|ness in his hurry to shed his week- 
ly “operating losses, and left him- 
self no out in the event the mer- 
ger—which was already on a rocky 
path—couldn’t be consummated. 

| From a purely business stand- 
point, EL now finds that it doesn’t 
actually need Bernhard at all. It 
already has both his product and 
his best manpower. Its obligation, 
| therefore, is entirely a moral one. 


|If Bernhard can’t produce what he | 


‘committed himself to produce— 
major point of dispute is eight new 
_pix on which he held distribution 


| with the merger. 
| Currently holding up consumma- 
‘tion of the deal is Bernhard’s in- 
ability to get all of the indie pro- 
ducers of the eight new pix to 
allow him to reassign his distribu- 
tion contracts to the new company 
that was to have come out of the 
EL-FC combination. He completed 
all of his preliminary negotiations 
with MacMillen and even some 
pretty advanced ones on the as- 
sumption that all the indies would 
go along with him. 


Most of them have. Illustrative 


‘Tower’ 126, ‘Golden’ DG or his problems with the others, 


| however, is the situation on “Time 
‘Running Out,” a Dane Clark-starrer 
_in English produced by Victor Pah- 
‘len in France. Pic turned out much 
| better than anticipated. Now Co- 
|lumbia, among other majors, is 
interested in releasing it, so Pahlen 
is reportedly eager to drop his deal 
| With FC, 
Wall Street Angle 


| MacMillen maintains he can’t 


okay the merger without all of the | 


product which Bernhard com- 
_mitted, because he is on the spot 
with the Wall street group headed 
by former Floyd Odlum associate 
David Baird. This syndicate. along 
with Dr. Wilhelm Zwillinger, who 
| previously angeled FC. agreed to 
put up $1,000,000 to start off the 
new company to result from the 
merger. If terms of the merger are 
/not carried out by Bernhard, Mac- 
Millen claims, the Wall streeters 


, Put up the coin. 


money will be needed 





into _the projected Eagle Lion 
| Classics company, Bernhard was to 
get stock in ELC plus cash. He in- 
/ tended to use the cash to pay off 
part of FC’s debts, which amount 
to a minimum of $150,000 and per- 
haps more. 

That's where the misunderstand- 


Continued from page 5 


Among the latter is 20th- | 


It’s | 


would be under no obligation to 
In the event the | 
| meld doesn’t go through at all, less | 


In return for throwing his assets | 








|ing with the bank came in. Since 
| Bernhard’s creditors were demand- 
|ing to be paid off before the mer- 
| Ser went through and since the 
| cash coming to him out of the deal 
| wasn’t sufficient for that, he went 
_to Van Pelt for the remainder. His 
| version is that Van Peit agreed to 
give it to him. Van Pelt maintains 
that it would be impossible for him 
to make a loan under the circum- 
stances so he couldn’t have com- 
mitted himself. He merely agreed, 
he claims, to be helpful in any way 
he could—a phrase which Bern- 
hard apparently interpreted as an 
Okay. 

Van Pelt was seen as coopera- 
tive in at least one aspect of the 
situation. He held loans on the 
product of a number of FC indies. 
His okay was thus needed before 
they could transfer their distribu- 
tion agreements from FC to EL. 
He assented to that and also urged 
most of the producers to go for the 
switchover. Bernhard is reported- 
ly somewhat miffed that Van Pelt 
didn’t use stronger persuasive 
powers with some cf the others, 
such as Pahlen, although the bank- 
er’s interest, of course, is to get 
the strongest possible distribution 
for any product in which he holds 
an investment. 


In an attempt to clear up at 
least one prong of his dilemma 
and be that much nearer to final 
consummation of the merger, 
Bernhard two weeks ago made an 
assignment of all FC’s assets to its 
creditors. This was done on the 
advice of his lawyers as a means 
of indicating to the creditors that 
everything he was doing was for 
their benefit, rather than selfishly. 

Under sueh_  an_e assignment, 
Bernhard takes some risk since 
any. three creditors owed more 
than $900 can petition to throw 
FC into involuntary bankruptcy. 
That would end all hope of a mer- 
ger. However, the major creditors 
have agreed to refrain from such 


action. They obviously have a 
greater chance to get their coin 
via orderly distribution of FC 


product through the new ELC 
than by clawing at FC’s assets. 

Thus it is hoped by Bernhard 
that the way may be paved toward 
going through with the merger if 
he can either line up the balky 
producers or get MacMillen to go 
for the deal minus a couple of the 
eight new pix. 





| RKO Brief Shutdown 


Hollywood, July 11. 

For the first time in more than 
a year the RKO sound stages are 
shuttered, to remain that way un- 
til next Monday (17), when the 
Dana Andrews starrer, “The Gaunt 
Woman,” gets the gun. 

Last picture before the vacation 
was a short subject by George Bil- 
son, Winding July 3. 
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~All This & a Double-Header 


Cincinnati, July 11. 

Something approximating a civic event is being lined up by 
Mort Watters, general manager of the Scripps-Howard WCPO and 
WCPO-TV, in celebration of a double-pronged event. To make 
the official presentation of the Variety Showmanagement award 
to WCPO-TV as one of the nation’s outstanding video operations 
and to help the TV station commemorate its anniversary, Gov. 
Frank J. Lausche will be on hand. (It was Gov. Lausche who also 
helped dedicate the station.) 

The ceremonies will take place between baseball games (Reds vs. 
Pirates) at Crosley Field Wednesday, July 19. Prior to the out- 
door presentation, there will be a dinner for Gov. Lausche, with 
George Rosen, radio editor of VARIETY, as a guest of honor. 


Lever May Vamp NBC Altogether 
In Tiff Over Shifting of Shows 


In its drastic reshuffle of radios 
programming some weeks back, 
when it dropped Bob Hope and 
bought the morning Arthur God- 
frey show, Lever Bros. settled for 
a single NBC entry—the Tuesday 











H. Allen Smith 


as is to be expected from « 
professional humorist waxes 


night “Big Town” stanza, plug- merry with 
ging Litebuoy and Rinso. . 

It now looks as if the Lever The Drunken Zoomar 
hierarchy may vamp NBC alto- 


gether because of the web’s re- . 8 


quest to Sullivan, Stauffer, Col- 
well & Bayles, agency on the ac- 
counts, to move the show out of 
the Tuesday at 10 spot. NBC 
wants to restore Tuesday, to its 
onetime pre-eminence (when Bob 


@ bright byline piece in the 
upcoming 
Sth Annual 
Radio-TV Review and 
Preview Number of 


VARIETY 


Out This Month 

















Hope, Fibber & Molly and Red 
Skelton were out-Hoopering the 
ule designed to bring up the rear | 
at 10 o’clock with a major comic 
following Hope and Fibber. (Lat-| 
ter two go the post in the fall with | 3 
new sponsors, Hope being bank- | S ver 
rolled by Chesterfield and Fibber | 
9 o'clock, Fibber 9:30, and NBC 
plans putting another comic in at 
10). 
SSC&B reportedly served notice 
e 
“Big Town” out of the 10 o'clock Pp { d A 
spot, and if it came to a showdown ro C e new 
would ask the client to move the, 
show to another web. ; | Last week’s death of Charles 
Meanwhile, a video version of Hammond, NBC’s veepee in charge | 
Lever for Thursday night on CBS, | new speculation on the eventual | 
io start in October. | designation of a public relations 
| veepee for the network under an} 
| integrated pattern which would in-| 
Another Toscy | motion-advertising. The original 
| Booz, Allen & Hamilton reorgani- 
_zational blueprint called for the ap- | 
| pointment of a public relations vee- | 
, , ‘ | Last week NBC named George 
Ariuro Toscanini will again tour | wajjace. who started his NBC ca-| 
the country with the NBC Sym- reer as a page boy, to assume the | 
phony Orchestra next season, it | girectorship of promotion-advertis- | 
famed maestro expressed the de- | veepee stripes. In the public af- | 
sire, upon the completion of his | ¢airs division, the web has failed to 
21-city concert junket a few weeks | move in lining up a successor to 
back, to embark on a similar trans- | Sterling Fisher, who resigned to 


field) and is blueprinting a sched- 
& Molly by Pet Milk. Hope gets 
e 
P ub. Affairs VP : 
on NBC that it wouldn’t move 
“Big Town” has been bought by of promotion-advertising, has cued 
/clude press, public affairs and pro-| 
Tour Assured pee, but up to now nothing has ma- | 
'terialized along those lines. 
was learned last week. While the | ing in AM. but without benefit of | 
continental tour and visit cities not | ,eaq the Japanese edition of Read- 


| 
| 
' 
| 
} 
} 
j 
' 
| 


| president conceded its inevitabil- 


| spender, has, for one, been in the 
' vanguard on talking up nighttime 


“LET’S FAC 








LOWER AM RATES 


a 


News Programs Hot Comm'l Items 


BOUND TO COME Today in Wake of Korean Warfare 


In an address before the South 
Carolina Broadcasters Assn. at 
Myrtle Beach, S. C., last week, | 
NBC prexy Joseph H. McConnell 
gave what is probably the most 
outspoken, realistic appraisal of 
radio in the TV future, McCon- 
nell, in effect, became the first top 
network exec openly to acknowl- 


| edge that, to fit into the future 
| economic pattern, radio will have 
| to reappraise and readjust its rate 
| Structure. 


Although McConnell asserted 
that he “did not know just when 
that time will come,” broadcasters | 
saw in the NBC prexy’s statement 
the opening wedge in capitulating 
to increasing demands among ad- | 


_vertisers for lower AM rates. 


In the wake of McConnell’s let’s- | 
face-it reappraisal of sound broad- 
casting which, 


reports that NBC was closer to a 
rate readjustment than is 
erally supposed. 


noon rates as the starter, slashing 


to one-third the cest of nighttime | 9 > 
rates instead of the present one- | S ntention 
half the cost. 


While up to now there have been | 
two schools of thought on the sub- 
ject of networks slashing nighttime 
rates—with many firm in their 
conviction that to do so would be 
to sell the medium short and has- 


i ten its demise—the fact that no 


less a personage than the NBC 


ity, was seen as accelerating the 
action on all fronts. 
P&G in Vanguard 
Procter & Gamble, radio’s top 


rate slashes, but the fear that the 
webs, in turn, would up the cost | 
of its daytime rates has tempered 
the agitation. (Bulk of P&G coin 
is channeled into daytime radio). 


. | represents | 
BR pt ore Ps er eh med |and potentially commercial stanza| atomic bomb series, 


|to preem on_the web in the past and the Dead,” teed off last Thurs- 
| year. 
| critical and lay kudos and agency-| but getting it on the air wasn’t 


ing low priced shows to permit for 
cutrate time and talent sales. 
“The heat is on for rate reduc- | 
tions,” said McConnell. The ad-,| 
vertisers point to the metropolitan | 
markéts where television is con-. 


centrated, and rest on the fact that it handles Powell and also the and . news-special 


evening radio in those markets of- 
fers a less attractive buy than it 
did two years ago. In doing so 
they are comparing radio’s good 


gen- 
cape er eomrea st Qn [rate Fathers, 


| Lindsay 
| Father,” 


|Husband,” which preemed on the ‘the trouble area. 
'web last week. L&C have threat-' since the conflict began are Bill 


|ing through with the short. 
| gravating the situation for NBC | 
|is the fact that the Powell airer | 





+ Koréan fighting, increasing the 


’, . public’s interest in national and 
Carroll Carroll international developments, is 
reveals why boosting commercial appeal of 

The Future of Television news and commentary programs 


and strengthening AM vis-a-vis TV. 


Rests On Those Who Will With AM able to get up-to-the- 


Write, Produce and 


, minute news more rapidly than 

Direct It video, due to its greater flexibility, 

a the webs report that tele set own- 

° ‘ ers are giving more time to radio. 

an interesting byline feature in the | | miltes of the 1,370,000 service 
upcoming 


men, plus those of draft-age youths 
and reservists, are adding to the 
a . swell of listeners going back to 
Radio ry aed and AM for news, according to NBC 
Preview Number news topper Bill Brooks. 


of All the nets are getting queries 


from agencies and bankrollers on 
VARIETY | 


|sponsorship availability of news 
Out This Month 


5th Annual 





stanzas. Serutan’s summer replace- 
ment for Victor Lindlahr on ABC 
|is newscaster John B. Kennedy. 
| Philip Morris, on the same chain, 
has put Washington newsman Bry- 











he conceded, is | | 
“facing economic pressures and 0 ose ason 
problems,” there were increasing ;Son Rash in during Walter Kier- 


| 


|man’s vacation, instead of having 
| Kiernan tape his show in advance, 
| ABC is also prepping a 15-minute 
|cross-the-board news stanza for 


commercial backing. 


As the news departments’ stock 
soars, the webs are hypoing their 
| overseas staffs with correspondents 

; |and stringers. CBS news chief Ed 

NBC and Music Corp. of Amer-| Chester is reinforcing European 
ica are in a hassle with Howard | bureaus as well as the Far East 
ind Russel Crouse, au- offices, to cover any possible Con- 
thors of the legiter, “Life With | tinental emergency. Edward R, 
ever the new William | Murrow leaves Saturday (15) for 
Powell radio show, .““My Mother’s | Korea, giving CBS four reps in 


Others sent over 
ened injunction proceedings, alleg- 


ing a direct infringement on) 
“Father.” 


(Continued on page 34) 





At the same time Basil Bass, ¢ * I’ W S| 
attorney for Mrs. Clarence Day, 

| widow of the author of the original | IC as OW 
| ‘Life With Father” series, moved | 
| this week to restrain NBC from go- 


Ag- 


To Find Time 


NBC’s initial installment of its 
“The Quick 


the most successful 


The initial installment won, day (6) night to critical acclaim, 


client interest has been perking | quite that simple. 
almost from scratch. It took lots of persuasion on the 
MCA enters the picture because | part of NBC prexy Joe McConnell 
events veepee 
writer of the show, Charles Tax-/| Bill Brooks to convince all the 
well. | affiliates to pre-empt the 8 p.m, 
NBC doesr’t deny that the char-| time (8:30 on the Coast) for the 
acter of the irate parent as per-| Public service series, but all 167 


value today with ths super-value it formed by Powell follows the same | of them came through. Even prior 


offered when it was the only broad- | pattern as __ 
casting service. They are not com- Characterization in 


paring the values of radio today 
with the present values of the 





week's revelation that made the 
commitment official. 
Toseanini is now in Italy. 


Meanwhile, exec veepee Charles | 


resumes with the NBC Symphony phase of activities, pending official | 


broadcasts in October, and will 


| designation of the new No. 1 AM | 


take to the road next spring when |yeepee as called for under the| 


he winds up the ’50-’51 steideeniell enn: blueprint. 


ing season. 

Meanwhile, the  radio-concert , 
World is still talking of the unpre- | 
cedented success of the Toscy junk- | 
et this past season, when he played | 
to SRO in all cities, While it ac- | 
tually cost RCA approximately | 
$200,000, it's estimated that the) 
resultant payoff to the company | 
and the NBC subsid (in prestige, | 
promotion, etc.) was of inestimable 
value, 





Esso Testing ‘Voices’ 
For Network Backing 


As a possible prelude to picking | 
Up sponsorship of the program on 
a network basis, Esso is testing the 
NBC “Voices and Events” program | 


©n a couple of sample markets in| 
the east. 

“Voices,” which has a news-docu- | 
mentary format, is heard Sunday 
aiternoons. Heightened activity on | 
the Korean war front is reported a | 
factor in Esso manifesting interest | 
m the prvgram,. , 


_will let the Saturday night 8 to 8:30) 


' completely and relinquish the Sat- 


| Foods heuse. 





Sanka Seen Checking 
Out of Radio, Letting 
Go of Its Sat. at 8 Time 


It now looks as if the Sanka 
coffee division of General Foods 


CBS period go next season. 


Sanka this past season spon- 
sored the “Goldbergs” on both ra- 
dio and TV. The company dropped 
the AM version, but served notice 
on the web that it was retaining 
the time period for a new show. 

Because of the coffee price sit- 
uation, however, it’s understood 
that Sanka will check out of radio 


urday period. Plan is to retain 
sponsorship of the TV “Gold- 
bergs,” but in the event Sanka 
isn’t in a position to ride with it, 
it’s considered a certainty that the 
show will stay in the General 





| printed media with which it com- 
petes. . . . They are overlooking 
the fact that after the full effect 
of television is taken into account, 


R. Denny is still filling in pro tem | audience than it delivered in any | 


He on administering the web’s AM) 


year between 1940 and 1947. 
Tackling the Problem 
. - Despite these facts, we | 
have a problem, and at NBC, we, 
have been seeking to meet the 
problem by building a wide selec- 
tion of low cost programs in every 
category—programs that will offer | 
great entertainment values to the 


(Continued on page 35) 








A Cup of Coffee 


Salvatore Baccaloni, comic 
basso of the Metropolitan 
Opera, has transcribed a 
Verdi-type singing commercial 
in Italian for coffee—for Old 
Dutch caffe espresso—which 
is being beamed by WOV, 
N. Y.; WHOM, Jersey City, 
and other multi-lingual out- | 
lets. Although he’s not identi- | 
fied on the disk, his voice is | 
almost as familiar to opera 
aficionados as Bing Crosby is 
to pop music fans. 

Basso cut the disk for the 
Peck agency after giving the 
coffee an endorsement. He 
reportedly earned more for 
the one-minute stint than he 
gets for a full performance at 


| 
| 
| 


‘entation of irate fathers. 


|were still trying to resolve the 


the Lindsay-Crouse | to that, Brooks had quite a job 
“Father,” al- | selling the web on giving the show 
though the radio airer is localed | prime evening time. 
in St. Louis. Powell, incidentally,| As it turned out, the atom show 
played the lead role in the film | Won NBC its top kudos of the year, 
version of “Life With Father.” It’s | (Continued on page 32) 
apparently a question, as NBC sees | 
it, of how much a monopoly Lind- | 


say and Crouse have on the pres- | SILVERS STEPS DOWN 
FROM LUX PODIUM 


Hollywood July 11. 
“Lux Radio Theatre” will have 
a new music director next season, 
the first change in 15 years. Louis 
Silvers has turned in his baton so 


‘People’ Status to Be Set 
This Week; Simulcast closer‘ tetevision in Nove 
Setup Seen Unlikely ana previous'to nis iong'run with 


Lux was a music director at three 
Future status of the Gulf-spon- | major picture studios. No succes- 


sored “We, the People,” will be sor yet but Rudy Schrager, aide to 
determined this week. It’s consid- Silvers over the long span, is said 
ered unlikely that “People” wil to be the leading candidate. 
return in the fall as por eral 
(It presently gets an . ride 4 " 

Friday nights on NBC.) The video) Treacher Disk Series For 
version looks set to continue on) 


NBC because of the web's more | WNBC Cut for Only $1 300 


favorable facilities, but if ‘‘People 

comes back on radio, it will be as a| Through the expediency of tap- 
distinctly different production, | ing in advance, WNBC, the N. Y. 
wit’) possibility that it may switch | flagship station, has succeeded 


to CBS or ABC. Latter webs are| bringing in the 13-week Arth 





Web and the authors this week 


ticklish situation. 











| making a pitch for the AM prop-| Treacher disk jockey series for @ 


erty. total talent outlay of $1,300, prob- 
Young & Rubicam, agency on the | ably a new low for a star emcee 

account, was originally mulling show. 

scrapping the radio version in favor | Treacher, who plays and come 

of picking up an adventure oe on Gilbert & Sullivan ree 

but it’s understood that two sepa-| cordings, wrapped up the entire 13 

rate productions of “People” for, week commentary at a single sese 





the Met. 


AM and TV are now favored by sion, walking off with $100 foe 
bagency and client. ~ {each of the stanzas. 
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Toronto, July 11. ¢ 'and Skitch Henderson) is band- 


With the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. estimating a $690,000 deficit 
this year, the state-operated radio 
system may have to make slashing 
reductions in services and person- 
nel, unless additional Federal aid 
is forthcoming. This was the gist 
of a summary report of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee on Radio in 
which the Federal treasury will be 
asked for an immediate $650,000 
advance to take care of this year’s 
CBC extra expenses. Last year the 
CBC had a $240,000 deficit. 

(On citizen protests regarding 
current lack of Canadian television 
station outlets, Revenue Minister 
McCann said the CBC is profiting 
from U. S. experimental work and 
that the state-operated TV system 
would thus save money, with the 
CBC committed to the opening of 
TV stations in Toronto and Mon- 
treal in the fall of °51, as the first 
two units in a projected trans- 
Canada chain.) 

However the additional neces- | 
Bary revenue is to be raised, the 
25-man Parliamentary committee 
voiced the opinion that the money 
for the continuance of the present 
Canadian radio system must be 
maintained and that “program and 
service reductions would be un- 
thinkable.” There were sugges- 
tions that the present annual $2.50 | 
license fee to radio set owners be 
doubled, which would give the 
CBC a kitty of over $10,000,000; or | 
that the Federal government make | 
an outright grant of $1 apiece, | 
based on population, this amount- | 
ing to some $13,000,000, and to be 
absorbed in general taxes rather | 
than the present $2.50 annual. 
tariff which costs some $600,000 to | 
collect. Meanwhile, there is a/| 
steady advance of public opinion | 
that the present $2.50 fee be in-| 

(Continued on page 32) | 
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Hit the Road | 
e 0a | commdaress, plugged the hole, and | 


Cincinnati, July 11. 
The WCPO stations in Cincinnati 
(AM, FM and TV) announced plans 
for increasing size of their plant 
this week. M. C. Watters, general 


manager, said the addition to the | 


present building. which overlooks 
Cincinnati, will almost double the 
structure’s size. 

Work is expected to start on a 
new L-shaped addition within a 
month. The new structure will} 


add 5,000 feet of space to the broad- | 


casting plant and contain offices, | 
clients’ rooms, audition rooms and | 
the main lobby. The start of WCPO- | 
TV operations in July, 1949, in- 
creased the staff from 36 to 108 
persons. 

When the new building is com- 
pleted, WCPO’s downtown offices 
in the Carew Tower will be trans- 
ferred to the hilltop location. 





Mpls. Police Probe Firing 
Of Shots, Seek Link With 
KSTP 3-Month Strike 


Minneapolis, July 11. 
Police are _ investigating the 
shooting of bullets at the KSTP 
radio station transformer to de- 
termine if the incident has any 
connection with the three-month 
strike of the station’s technicians | 
union which the strikers now con- 
tend is a lockout against them. 
Four bullets of undetermined 
origin were fired. One pierced a 
steel jacket encasing one of the 
three transformers which hang on} 
the station’s studios and offices | 
rear wall. 
The station’s power was cut off 


for a time, and aircraft warning, 


operating 
were 


the tower, 
transformers, 


lights on 
from the 
dimmed. Police, called by station 


| oil, which had drained out, was re- 


the airers and talent spending more 


For Ratings 


Greater need for promoting AM | 


shows these days is resulting in| : c : 
| be held this week on KSTP’s appli- | 


} 
} 


time on the road, thereby reaching | 
| It’s alleged by KSTP that automo- 


placed, enabling the station to con- 
tinue broadcasting. 

Prior to the shooting, windows 
in the front of the station had been 
smashed by bricks. 

A hearing in district court will 


cation to restrain the union perma- 
nently from any illegal picketing. 


| expected 


/AM 


| wears 
| data. 
/use of 


WCPO Stations Doubling \i0%" thcrs°or Broadway musi- 


Plant Building Setup 


cals on Saturdays at 5-5:30 p.m., 
starting in a couple of weeks. 

As a house conductor for the 
Shuberts, Goodman wielded the 
baton on 150 shows, some of which 
he’ll spin via waxing. He'll also 
use his own recordings. 


N.Y. B’casters Map 
Battle Plan’ To 
Sell AM Story 


drive by AM 





First concerted 
broadcasters to ballyhoo radio’s 
continued strength and increased 
set circulation, as*an aggressive 
campaign vs. television’s inroads, 
will be launched at a meeting of 
New York station managers to- 
morrow (Thurs.) afternoon at 
WOR's offices. 

Idea steams from a plan _ in- 
cepted by WOR last month that 
radio should use its own voice to 
counteract the conception that it 
has been supplanted by tele. Radio, 
say the WOR toppers, has _ sold 
billions of dollars worth of goods 
for manufacturers, but has failed 
to sell itself. 

Thursday’s 


meeting, at which 


reps of both independent and net- | 
| work stations will be present, will 


get a tentative battle plan. In ad- 
dition to on-the-air promotion, it’s 
that the campaign will 


involve the various stations allo- 


cating part of their newspaper and | 


trade advertising space to telling 
the AM story. Station representa- 
tives handling participating out- 
lets will also be asked to sell radio 
in their ads. 

Object will be to get across the 
points that more sets are in use, 
that ratings are holding up, that 
listening in TV homes in- 

after the novelty 
off, and other 
It will also plug increased 
radio via out-ci-home 


creases 


listening. 
Set manufacturers will be _ in- 


vited to tie in with the drive. An | 
| overall slogan, along the lines of 


factor | 
statistical | 


Day program, which Jimmie Fidler emcees 


NBC press dept. will kudo Ben Gross, N. Y. Daily News radio editor, 
on his 25th anni Tuesday (18) with a party at “21.” Mary Margaret 
McBride’s WNBC broadcast will originate from the elub and will fea- 
ture Gross and celebs he’s helped. 

Josephine Lyons, scripter on CBS’ “Sing It Again,” is also co-scripter 
on CBS’ “Stepping Out,” and not Josephine Ryan, as erratumed ; 
Lotte Stavisky playing Viennese psychiatrist on ABC’s “Hannibal Cobb” 
strip....Lorenzo Fuller’s daily disk stanza for WLIB expanded to 90 
minutes. ...Richard Lawrence, ex-WVNJ account exec, now with World 
Broadcasting. ...Joyce Gordon to be featured in “Mr. District Attor- 
ney” tonight (Wed.) Richard Testut, Associated Program Service 
g.m., married June 30 to Irene Bennett....Gusti Huber, wife of WINS’ 
Joe Besch, in Switzerland to co-star in a Praesens film with Dennis 
O’Keefe. It'll be her 23rd pic, but the first in English. 

Morris Novik to San Francisco on expansion of Frank Edwards’ MBS 
newscast sponsored by the AFL....Taking a leaf from the “White 
Collar Zoo” and similar photo tomes, actress Patricia Hosley has pre« 
pared one on herself....Marjorie Leonard, of Compton’s casting dept., 
and John Olson of General Foods “I do-ed’’ Sunday (9) Associated 
Program Service releasing cross-the-board show, “Melody Magic,” to- 
morrow (13)....Lawrence Beilinson, Groucho Marx’s attorney, in town 
to work out legal details of the comedian’s NBC switch....Admiral 
Music, Inc., just published “I Have My Doubts,” by Milt Kaye, Bill 
Bird and Midge Edelman, all of WMGM Samuel Goldwyn speaks 
on Americanism on WJZ’s Nancy Craig show today (Wed.) George 
Bryan takes over for Harry Marble on WCBS’ Margaret Arlen strip for 
a month, starting Monday (17). 

Joe Laurie, Jr., has packaged a new 30-minute AM-TV show called 
“Stage Struck, or Laurie’s Glory Road,” in which he’ll emcee program 
as a sort of Answer Man of showbiz....Virginia Downes, widow of the 
late Orm Downes, the drummer, in town from the Coast for three 
weeks to vacation with Wauhillau La Hay, of N. W. Ayer agency 
With CBS prexy Frank Stanton now back from his month's tour of the 
northwest, board chairman Bill Paley has shoved off for Europe vaca- 
tion Jerry Shard, conductor-emcee for WMCA, has been named pop 
musie direetor for Abbey Records. . .. Al Morgan to sub for Bill Leonard 
on WCBS for a month starting Monday (17)....Raymond Massey, Gene 
and June Lockhart and Zachary Scott signed for upcoming “MGM 
Theatre of the Air” stanzas....The Jack (WOR) Farrens (she’s actress 
Vivian Fox) have named the new baby Jill Meredith....Nat Polen new 
to “David Harum’... .Sylvia Leigh added tq “Helen Trent” cast. 

WNEW launching a vocal series Saturday (15) with Joan Shaw, MGM 
records singer, who formerly was with Paul Williams’ orch.... Bill 
Williams’ WOV salute to Newark Monday (10) was turned into a pitch 
for Cerebral Palsy League, because so many letters on the fund drive 
were received....Sam Chase father of his first child, Marc. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Cy Howard fiew to Bermuda, where he'll stag it for three weeks and 
perhaps dream up a new show for CBS....Doug Gourlay, NBC an- 
nouncer, is quitting radio to become a sales manager in Canada. He is 
replaced by 22-year-old Don Rickles, youngest on the NBC staff.. 
Jean Hersholt taped two “Dr. Christian’s” so he can join the Bohemians 
at their annual encampment up north on the Russian river....Walter 


’ 


_O’Keefe vacationing for a month with his family at Sun Valley... . Bill 


Johnson, ABC writer-producer, was named Harry Kerr’s successor on 
“Lux Radio Theatre.” He'll book talent and properties and write the 
show's framework... .Martin Mooney’s “Underworld” will be one of the 
eight summer shows to fill the Robert Young spot for the hiatus.... 
John Swallow, onetime NBC program head, wrote and directed a Kids’ 
... Ed Cashman around for 
a few weeks to cut up some touches with the old gang....Diana Bour- 
bon is staying on at Ward Wheelock until September to break in her 


| suecessor as radio head of the agency, soon to be named....Harry 


Maizlish back at KFWB after five weeks in N. Y. and Washington to 
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new audiences. | '“radio is stronger than ever,” will 
One indication of the importance | biles of new technicians hired in 4, worked ot tee eae te We Se ee on, eS SE NO Weeners MNES. he OD 
of penetrating into the hinterlands | Chicago have been crowded off , up to FCC for approval. . 


is the recent 20-year pact which 
ABC set with Don MeNeill on 
“Breakfast Club,” which requires 
him to spend at least two weeks a 





| streets by other cars, that some 
,; autos near the station have been 
| smeared with paint and that per- 
| sons entering the studio and trans- 
,mitter station have been threat- 








‘the stations’ ads and promotions. 





Hub’s WCOP Dishes Up 




















‘IN CHICAGO... 


John Shelton, WOR, N. Y., midwest rep, last week celebrated his 13th 


‘year in station’s Chi office....Harry Kopf, NBC veepee in charge of 

















year _outside of Chicago. Philip, ened. Also, it’s alleged. members h ™ m4 radio network sales, in town conferring with Chi NBC sales toppers 
Morris sent Johnny Olsen’s “Ladies | of other unions have ote ie near Tailor Made Audience |....ABC’s “Chance of a Lifetime,’ emceed by John Reed King, ya in Ne 
Be Seated” on a tour of the south the radio station late in the eve- F Sal ry S * . fora July 18 airing from Chi Civic theatre....MacLean Chandler exits ner 
in May, gave him a week in North | nings and some times have taken or es VLareer eries assistant time buyer;slot at Leo Burnett agency to become assistant to in, ( 
Dakota in June and during the | over the picketing. Boston. July 11 William Waddel, Burnett radio director. Leonard Matthews is moving vent 
summer has skedded a series of , a aa 4 \, up to time buyer post....WBBM newscaster Julian Bentley this week chip 
midwest dates, including fairs in | Promotion-wise WCOP, Hub’s | starts cross-the-board news series in 6:45-7 p.m. slot.... Author Louis Tin 
Houston and Springfield, Ill. NLRB ORDERS WATL T0 , ABC outlet, in a neat tiein gim- Bromfield guested with Sylvia and Moulton Kelsey last week on their for 
Another show getting the plug | mick with Hub industrial tycoons, WGN show....Jim Duffey, ace Chi ABC flack, vacationing in home tent 
of personal appearances is John MEET AFRA STRIKER ihas reskedded chain’s “Salesman- state of Wisconsin... Robert Basche, formerly with Henri, Hurst & try 
Reed | King’s “Chance of a Life- | A Career” program originally set McDonald Chi office, is new assistant ad manager for Pabst Sales Co. Tost 
time.” On July 17 King takes the Atlanta, July 11. | for three succeeding Friday nights, | ....Tom Casey’s cross-the-board d.j. show on WENR slated for a ride W 
stanza to South Bend to give a| American Federation of Radio| but now set locally on a delayed on ABC starting July 17....David Lasley moves from NBC Chi radio- man 
live performance for Bendix, which | Artists strike against WATL here, | broadcast basis for three consecu- teevee network advertising and promotion managership to account exec form 
_ bought the show for bankroll-| which has been on for over a year,|tive nights. Program presents a slot on radio net sales staff. Hal Smith exits WMAQ promotion post mint 
ns on ABC-TV early in Septem-| may be settled shortly following| panel of experts in various indus- _to fill net slot vacated by Lasley....ABC gabber Paul Harvey given a ing , 
roa a will take the show to| jact week’s decision by the Nation-| tries and is slanted towards recent day in his honor by Air Force fliers stationed at Chanute Field, II1., last in ti 
Ci a bond a reap aemage from the | a] Labor Relations Board that the. college grads who are still unde- week....Cleffer Harry Revel featured in cross-the-board musical strip ing 
u = mage uly 18. or walkout was caused by manage-| cided about business careers. , bowing this week on WGN for Chi Motor club. Bill Hamilton will pro- some 
Gene ‘aan o also a a Mrs.|ment’s unfair labor practices. Station execs figured series duce and gab the series....Clarence Moore, former program managef ful j 
Sone en opens ~ Pres and | Owner J. W. Woodruff was ordered Would carry more punch if aired at KOA, Denver, visiting Chi friends....Sun-Times has signed for six com 
pe weer , ree een doing one- | to bargain with the union. _ close together, and notified leaders | quarter-hour newscasts weekly on WMAQ with Norm Barry gabbing eral 
aaah and ds, a aie tae NLRB decision reverses ruling! in insurance, advertising and auto-|....WBBM announcer Art Mercier, has a fishing article in current acco! 
Sainitens B avechon is or fairs, Con-| in the station’s favor by a hearing Motive fields of their intent. Busi-| issue of The Outdoorsman mag... .Fritz Siegal, WBBM violinist, is re- is e 
om a: ten arity unctions, ete. He | examiner last year. |mness execs in turn sent out more peating as concert-master at summer Grant Park concerts....Stu tivit 
gz 51,500 a performance, fee also than 2,500 memos and bulletins to| Dawson, radio-teevee packager, in N. Y. this w i mo,” re 
covering prizes, but the charge goes ° ? ) ° members of their respective asso- | — a -ccsdatadaaa nd tinancnesebh ood: , 
= ee valuable giveaways are Minn. B casters UN Drive 'riations pointing up the proposed WKY’ 4506 E P | 
. : , | series. Slick promotion stunt is | , , 
Minneniin Mecadeatiors’” Pm | figured to result in neat tailor-made , , _— Longines Transcribed to ; 
KDAL ¢ Minnesota Radio Council and Min.| *“4ience when series is broadcast Oklahoma City, July 11. Ai t R . F il gap, 
oes It Alone nesota Assn. for the United Na-| 2&Xt week. First earth was turned Monday rer to eturn in ra the 
Mintbapolis. Jely 11 tions have joined in a communica- Be. as contractors began construc- “Longines Symphonette,” long- rolle 
KDAL (CBS), Duluth, Minn.,| tions campaign to promote UN ; /Uon on a new studio and office| hair transcribed show which was 
boasts the distinction of being the | broadcasts. KRSC 5 112G Sale | building for WKY and its sister sta-| on 125 U. S. and Canadian stations 
only ui-night station in the sneer | MBA prexy Melvin Drake, of Seetiin. dal _ tion, WKY-TV, Oklahoma City. for a_ half-hour  cross-the-board, 
midwest currently, the several | WDGY here, urged all stations in sadn: seas ar snk 11. The new structure, to cost around | will return in the fall because of 
Twin City stations formerly on the | the state.to get behind the project. me By — oie ere has $450,000, will rise on a site just|a heavy listener response. How- Bil 
air through the wee hours having | UN is supplying MBA with a copy of KELA Ce tr ‘a opt aera | fonanes nant tan pnone Co.'s) ever, whether it returns to. WOR, om, 
curtailed their operations. of its code for commercial sponsor-. pe Row Rice ath “ee partner in | 966-foot AM-TV transmitter six! which was carrying it in N. Y. or edly 
The KDAL stint is a summer, SP of UN programs. | Sale was for $112 000, snd Riowed City, ‘ton fen te ans ty teen a eee v0 
presently aaa ‘ene nob | Cleveland — Gretchen Thomas, lapse of option on KRSC held by 1, 1951. d ich horney “oo of the airer, which had ~ 
Daniels, KDAL dicher meng or onetime WTIC, has been named di- | mene a ine Northwest read P. A. Sugg, manager of WKY and_| been on for nine years, was put up sina 
Seas. Beume tack ‘weaiane cae rector of women s, activities at |§ — og hms yf 9 tet | WKY-TV, said the stations had | to the audience, with Frank Knight is no 
Afrowheed lake resort region seem | t , Howard Hall, AP, and N ~ A. erman, | outgrown both space and facilities! making a brief announcement to have 
< es gggee ud Ford, Chicago, have been| New York, and Robert Priebe and | due to expansion of radio and tele-| that eff 
_ Paranda vin KEM watts and the! added to the WTAM production | John Ryan, both of Seattle vision. WKY h ied i — we yy Mag Beg Bang Bocce me 
AVAL cuv.ce 6.0 ficqacney. bias. | 82-2 is si. eet te FOS cearoral ent _ Tee Ane senar ne | nrondcast for two weeks. Request 
, $43.05 { vw Soorcval, ent quorters since April, 1938, __ - | drew 10,000 letters, — 
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Mls Radio-Only Outlets Thriving 
Vs, Competition from AM-TV Combos 


Minneapolis, July 11. 
Despite new AM and swiftly in- 
creasing TV opposition from KSTP 
and WTCN, radio listening appar- 
ently hasn’t been seriously injured 
in this area. In fact, WCCO, CBS 
and operated, and WLOL, 
MBS. affiliate, only Twin 
network stations without TV, 
reached an alltime audience 
iccording to Hooper ratings. 
he two stations also report sales 
the highest levels in their his- 
tor 
Picking up 45 more minutes of 
the “A” period, WCCO recently ex- 





CBS Executive Producer 


Robert P.\ Heller 


expounds on 


“The Atrophying 


Medium’ 


* * * 


an editorial feature in the 
Sth Annual 
Radio-TV Review and 
Preview Number 





tended the Class “A” time to 6 and 
10:15 p.m. This WCCO “A” time 
extended from 6:30 to 10 p.m. orig- 
The CBS move eliminated 
Class “B” time, at the same time 
extending Class ‘‘C” time. Ac- 
cordingly, rates were hiked. 
WCCO management claims two- 
thirds of its listening audience is 
unaffected by TV which now is of- 
fered by only two stations in the 
area. KSTP and WCCO, both of 
the Twin Cities. The 
that the BMB area shows 118 coun- 
ties in very considerable 


Inaits. 


reached at all by TV. 


try's top audience stations. It re-| 
constructed its rate card on the 
basis of cost per 1,000 families and 
the new circulation impact. Nine 
and a half local commercial half 
hours per week help to make the 
WCCO situation additionally rosy, 
iis management feels. 

WLOL, the other Twin City net- 
work station with a TV and addi- 
tional competition problem, reports 
that its formula of pop tunes and 
sports is turning the trick. Its 
shows are chalking up constant im- 
provement since ratings a year ago. 
WLOL’s 1949 sales gross was the 
highest in its 10-year history, right 
along with the audience increase, 
Station executives assert. 

KSTP and WTCN, the Twin City 
TV stations, are NBC and ABC 
radio outlets, respectively. 


CBS Counting 
Hard on ‘Songs 


Now that practically all the sum-,| 
mer replacement fare has bowed | 
in, CBS in a once-over-lightly in- 
ventory and appraisal is putting its 
chips on the Jan Murray-emceed 
Tin Pan Alley talent show, “Songs | 
for Sale,” to entrench it as a 7" 
tential big-league commercial en- | 
try on the permanent Columbia | 
roster, | 

With client interest already) 
Manitesting itself (show has been 
formatted to permit for four 15- 
minute bankrollers), CBS is bank- 
ing on “Songs” as the anchor show | 
In the buildup of its long-sustain- | 
ing Friday night roster. 





Commercial columns, but the gen- 
eral kudos and sponsor interest 
accorded the hour-long talent show 


is expected to spark Friday ac-| 


tivity in the fall. 


“Songs for Sale” 
last Friday (7) as-a simuleast on 
TV. but the expansion into video 
is merely a matter of convenience 
‘0 help fill a 60-minute program 
5'~P. It’s the AM version that has 
the web excited as to its bank- 
roller possibilities. 


— 


Sweets Into Antiques 


| Sweets, director for Phillips 
Lord, whose res ignation report- 
', Was forced because of a “black- 
“a is now in the antique busi- 
SS near Manchester, — 
\d in “Stand By,” N. Y. AFRA 
op ‘Dlication, announces Cat ' ‘Sweets 
* Now casting antiques 





H 


edt) 


St 


41d some rare radio scripts.” 


-_ as ~ 


part are! 
far over the blue horizon and not | 
Hooperwise, | 
WCCO now ranks among the coun- | 


| effort. 


Web for) 
some months has been unsuccess- | 
ful in trying to put Friday in the) 


also bowed in. 


fia .We also, 
e some real nice first editions 


of 


VARIETY 


Late in July 


Lack of Ratings 
Hampers Nets On 
Summer Shows 


Now that the Hooper national 
ratings are something of the past 
and the Nielsen stepup still leav- 
ing a four to five-week gap, the 
networks, as they anticipated, find 
themselves dangling in mid-air in 
trying to determine “who gets 
what” in appraising the summer- 
time programming. 

CBS, for example, has initiated 
a determined push around the 
agencies to peddle its “Songs for 
Sale” talent show, convinced that 
it’s a natural for fall sponsorship. 
But the fact that Nielsen can’t de- 
liver a rating on the initial pro- 
gram until some time in August, 
says the web is retarding its sales 
In previous seasons, the 
Hooper bi-weekly report served 














reason is, 


| the purpose. 


CBS researchers in recent weeks 
have been groping with the prob- 


lem of how to come up with a sat- | 


isfactory makeshift rating on the 
summer shows. The Hooper 36- 


|eity report was considered too 


costly an undertaking. Instead, Co- 


'lumbia is settling for the Pulse 10- 
'ecity report, 


although recognizing 
that this doesn’t project the na- 
tional reaction. 





‘Radio Appreciation 
Day’ in St. Loo Brings 
Out Crowd of 31,500 


St. Louis, July 11. 
The local Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency, headed by Oscar Zahner, 
last week promoted a 

|preciation Day” at 
Park during a doubleheader played 
by the Cardinals and Pirates, se- 
lected a 
Honor” from contestants selected 
by 88 stations in the baseball web, 


and the whole shindig attracted a 
mob of 31,500 payees, one of the 


largest of the season in this burg. | 


Zahner recruited a jury that se- 
lected Charlotte Shields, repre- 
senting KBOA, Kennett, Mo., as 
the “Queen,” and Virginia Punnill, 
representing KICK, Springfield, 
Mo., and Betty Blasingame, repre- 
senting WCMA, Corinth, Miss., as 
|; maids of honor. 


A representative of the Griese- | 


| dieck Bros. Brewery Co., sponsor 
‘of all play-by-play games of the 

Cardinals, dished out “awards to the 
ag The “Queen” copped a dia- 
mond-set wrist watch, a promise of 
two ducats and all expenses to 


' world series games, if played in St. | 


/Louis. The maids of honor also re- 
ceived diamond-set 
all of the contestants received wrist 
watches. 
players, and the gals in bathing 


| suits also copped a heavy mitt, 


* 


“Radio Ap-- 
Sportsman’s | 


“Queen” and “Maids of. 


watches, and} 


Fans cheered the ball °* 


VIDEO POTENTIAL 


Boston, July 11. 





Educators 
tionwide, as well as state and 
regiorial, FM networks to serve “as 
a vast and exciting meeting place 
for the children of all sections of 
our nation,” FCC Commissioner 
Paul A. Walker said here last 
week in addressing the Fourth An- 
nual Institute of Radio-Audio-Visu- 
al Education at the Massachusetts 
School of Art. 


“The static-free, fade-free char- 
acter of FM which makes the me- 
dium so suitable for re-broadcast- 
ing from one station to another.” 
Walker declared, “would go far 
to making such networking opera- 
tions technically and _ financially 
feasible. This type of networking 
eliminates the usual networking 
|costs of telephone lines and radio 
|relay circuits. Also, it transmits 
programs in the full 15,000 cycle 
jrange of FM fidelity.” 


| 

With the feasibility of FM relays 
already demonstrated by the Wis- | 
Continental and Rural Ra- | 
there | 


consin, 
dio networks, Walker said, 
is no need for educators to defer 
building stations for further com- 


mercial FM development and avail- | 


ability of more sets. “I don’t think 
they ought to wait,” 
“I think they should do their part 
to put programs on the air and 
give people an incentive to pur- 
chase FM sets. However, there is 
no question that an acceleration of 
commercial FM would help the 
educational stations.” 


Applauding the decision of Mi-'! 


chael R. Hanna, manager of 
WHCU of Cornell U. and the Ru- 
ral Radio Network to carry the 
New York Times music and news 
programs of WQXR over 
gional web, Walker said: “I am 
persuaded that time is working on 
behalf of FM and that it will con- 
tinue to move ahead.” 

Turning to television, Walker 
said its potentialities in the teach- 
ing field are 
breathtaking.”’ While stations are 
expensive to build and operate, he 
clared, their value in terms of 
adult education far transcends the 
cost. And $250,000 to establish a 
video outlet, he point out, is little 
compared to the millions which are 
spent by universities for athletic 
stadiums, new buildings and lab- 
oratory facilities. 


“Television,” he said, “opens up 


a whole new world of possibilities | 
For the first time | 


|for the teacher. 
ihe can show and demonstrate as 
| well as talk about his subject over 
|the air waves. We all know that | 
ithe experiments made in the teach- 
ling of surgery have been enthusi- 
astically hailed by the medical pro- | 
fession. 
be equally useful in the teaching 
of science, skills for vocational 
training, the playing of musical in- 
struments, drawing and painting, 
the teaching of languages and cur- 
rent events.” 

Walker urged that educators 
strike now ‘while the iron is hot 
in staking their claims for a sep- 
arate band on TV channels, 





Acousticon Show For 
400 Grass Roots Stations 


Acousticon hearing aid is map- 
ping a great increase in its use of 
radio. In the works are purchases 
of co-op programs, in addition to 
its present use of spot radio, and 
a transcribed show, “They Truly 
Live,” which is to be skedded on 
400 grass roots stations. 

Waxer will feature Frank Rave 
telling stories of kindness and 
singing inspirational tunes, with 
Jim Peterson at the organ. Frank 
Pulaski will announce. First 78 
platters are being cut by the Max- 
well-Sackheim agency, with Ed 
| Kushins directing. 


Acousticon started backing Nor- 
man Brokenshire in “Easy Listen- 
ing” on WJZ, N. Y., a program of 
‘good news” following Drew Pear- 
son and George Sokolsky, Sunday | 
4 (9). 


should envision na-| 


he asserted. | 


the re-.| 


“nothing less than , 


Television will prove to | 


WALKER TO EDUCATORS: CO FW? 





FCG FA ASH AL Sf CITES Sarnoff’s Bid for $200,000,000 


Global Web Sparks Voice’ Action 





TV OR NOT TV 
by 
Joe Laurie, Jr. 


* * * 


an amusing byline feature in the 
upcoming 


5th Annual 
Radio & TV Review and 
Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Late This Month 


Denny to Chi With 
Hat in Hand For 
More Web Time 


Charles R. Denny, NBC’s execu- 
tive vice-president, 
cago on a “begging” errand next 
week, when he’ll sit down with 30 
affiliate station operators to ex- 
plain the plight of the web. 

Denny will tell them that the 
network has a lot of new daytime 
business, including some lucrative 
billings from Manhattan Soap, but 
with no place to spot it, since the 
day schedule is sold out. 
further explain that NBC would 
like to put this new business in 
the 1 to 2 p.m. periods. However, 
that’s something for the affiliates 
to decide, 
time and NBC lacks authority to 
recapture it. 

If the affiliates 











decide they 


native but to accept the decision. 


In the case of the New York | 


lis so far behind Russia” 





Washington, July 11. 

Favorable action toward step- 
ping up Voice of America and 
other overseas information activi- 
ties is expected this week by the 
Thomas subcommittee of the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Committee. 
The subcommittee held hearings 
last week o the Benton resolution 
to develop “A Marshall Plan in 
the Field of Ideas.” 

Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, RCA 
board chairman, appearing before 
the subcommittee, recommended 
that the U. S. establish a world- 
wide network’ system costing 
$200,000,000 “to ring the Iron Cur- 
tain couniries.” He urged expan- 
sion of the Voice “as quickly as it 
is physically and technically pos- 
sible to do so.” 

Gen. Sarnoff told the Commit- 
tee: “It is tragic that the U. S. 
in the use 
of radio in the battle “for the 
minds of men.’ He said Russian 
radio covers large areas of the 
world with four times the volume 
of broadcasts as we do, that the 
Soviet and her satellites transmit 
832 hours a week while the U. S. 
sends out only 192 hours, and that 
in the past two weeks Russia has 


,stepped up its programs to North 


goes to Chi-| 


America (in English) to 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. 
Sarnoff estimated it would cost 


| $50,000,000 a year to operate the 


network he proposed. He suggest- 
ed that “we build stations wher- 


‘ever there is a free government 


He’ll | 


since 1 to 2 is station | 


WLAW Wins Fight 


would rather hold on to their local | 
business and forego the network | 
programming, Denny has no alter- 


flagship, WNBC, 1 to 2 is Mary | 


Margaret McBride’s time. Whether 
or not she moves out of that period 
| will be resolved by the overall ex- 
pression of the affiliates. 


Ford’s Dramatic Show 
| Gets New CBC Ride As 





Toronto, July 11. 


Close on the heels of the com- 
pletion of its first sponsorship in 
Canada of a 32-week one-hour, 
drama series, the Ford Motor Co. 
has inked a deal for the program's | 
repeat for another similar time- 
schedule over the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. network of 44 sta- 
|tions. Alan Savage continues as 


| 


that will permit us to do so.” Addi- 
tional high power stations, he said, 
should be operated by the U. S. 
in Germany, Japan, Tangiers and 
the Philippines. The possibilities 
of television should also be con- 
sidered, he added. 

Sen. Karl Mundt (R., S.D.) 
argued in support of his bill to 
create a hipartisan commission to 
study methods, including video, for 
telling the American story abroad, 





Vs. Universalists 


Boston, July 11. 

The dismissal of a damage suit 
against WLAW, Lawrence, brought 
by the Massachusetts Universalist 
| Convention, Boston, was upheld by 
| the U. S. Court of Appeals here 
last week, following similar action 
by the lower court several months 
ago. 

The Universalist organization al- 
leged in the suit that WLAW had 


| refused use of its facilities for a 


| 


' script prepared for Easter Sunday, 


It Hits Rating Jackpot 


April 17, 1949, broadcast. Group 
claimed it was in direct violation 
of contract with the station and 
was seeking damages and a court 
order requiring station to put same 
text on air next Easter. 

Station execs countered with 
opinion that broadcast intended to 
challenge the Resurrection “at the 
very moment ail Christians and 


their adherents are devoutly cele- 


producer-director, with last sea-' 


son’s $125,000 budget to his writer 
and acting talent needs, to be 
| upped. 

Determining factor was Savage’s 
success, via radio adaptations of 
stage plays, novels and films, in 
staying up there with a 17 rat- 


ing as the Canadian lead dramatic , 


show, this topping even CBC’s own 
high-touted “Stage’’ series, and 
consistently remaining throughout 


brating this event,” and was not 
in the public interest considering 
the “distinctive character of Easter 


_ Sunday.” 


PARISIAN MUSIC HALL 


in the first five programs in the, 


Dominion on listener poularity. 
With the “Ford Television Thea- 
tre” going TV in the U. S. last sea- 
(Continued on page 34) 
| 





| Deal was set last week for the 
New York Central R.R. to bankroll 
three periods a week of the Skitch 
Henderson morning show on 
WNBC, N. Y. 

Pact gives Henderson a near sell- 
‘out. 





SERIES FOR NBC’s 0. & 0. 


A 13-week series of half-hour 
musical shows featuring American 
and Continental talent called “Gay 
Paree Music Hall,” transcribed in 
Paris, has been set to circuit the 
NBC owned-and-operated stations 
throughout the country. WNBC, 
the N. Y. flagship, tees off the se- 


'ries Thursday, July 20, in the 7:30 


ito 8 p. m. period. 


N. Y. Central Rides Skitch 


Lee Zimmer will emcee the se- 
ries. Pierre Crenesse, head of the 
French Broadcasting System in this 
country, and Ted Cott, manager of 
WNBC, negotiated the deal. 

The NBC o.&o. stations will have 
exclusivity on the series in those 
areas, with the shows to be carried 
by indies in other parts of the coun- 
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Everywhere 
YOU 


Everywhere YOU Do Business, 
VARIETY is always there — ahead of 


you. 


And, everywhere YOU do business 
... you hear people say, ‘Did you see 


what VARIETY said .. .?' 
This, by virtue of VARIETY'S ‘trade 


scope’ inreporting the various trends 
in and around the Radio and Tele- 
vision Business. 


That means concentrated reader- 
ship interest. 


Since 1922, before any other publi- 


cation, VARIETY recognized the com- 
mercial and entertainment value of 
radio and instituted a special radio 
department. 


Then, in 1929, VARIETY was first 


again by reporting to the trade the 
commercial, talent .and production 
progress made by television. 


Your advertisement in one issue of 
VARIETY will make more profitable 
business calls for you than you could 
possibly make in a year. 


Because of these Radio and Tele- 
vision FIRSTS, plus the keen reader- 
ship interest, your advertising in 
VARIETY is sure to reach everyone, 


EVERYWHERE YOU DO BUSINESS. 


The 5th Annual RADIO AND TELE- 
VISION REVIEW AND PREVIEW EDI- 
TION will be out soon. 


Make your space reservation at 
any office listed below. There is no 
advance in rates. 


VARIETY 


NEW YORK 19 
154 West 46th S#. 


CHICAGO 11 
612 No. Michigan Ave. 


HOLLYWOOD 28 
6311 Yucca St. 


LONDON, WC 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 
Trafalgar Sq. 
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TV DRAMAS 








‘Of TV I Sing’ 


Proclamation by New York’s Mayor William O'Dwyer of July 16- 
93 as Television Week is drawing various segments of the industry 
manufacturers, dealers and telecasters—into an all-out promotion. 
Project was started by the mayor as part of his drive to make 


Gotham the nation’s video capital. Set 
fall lines during the week, 


out their 

While support by other 
up. WOR-TV is prepping 
\NBC-TV’s local key 
dictions,” 


my 


makers, who are bringing 
hopped on the bandwagon. 


tele outlets is still being wrapped 
a five-hour 
is readying 
it will forecast what's ahead for the medium and will be 


salute 
a half-hour 


to tele and WNBYT, 
show. Tagged “Pre- 


emceed by Tex and Jinx McCrary with a lineup of stars still to be 


announced. 
Handling arrangements for 
Department of Commerce. 
Do N. ¥.’ 


the city 
Politico’s interest in the TV Week is to 
s recognition as number 
production and to offset Hollywood's threat. 


is Frank Donohue. of the 


one center in video program 


O'Dwyer is still eager 


the building of a television city which will insure the metrop- 


olis’ preeminence in facilities. 


annual affair. 


He hopes to make 


TV Week an 


\s part of the ballyhoo the city will be covered with an official 


‘vee poster, 
station breaks. 


which will also be used by 
Manufacturers are being asked to contribute one 


participating outlets for 


set apiece for donation to hospitals and other charitable institu- 


ons 











Price-Cutting, Larger Tubes Feature 


New Models: Mfrs. 


Despite predictions of continued + 


consumer demand ‘for television 
receivers, major manufacturers, 
unveiling their 1951 lines this 
week, revealed a general slash in 


prices ranging from 10-25°. Price 
cults are believed attributable 
mainly to the hot competitive war 
in which the set producers have 
become engulfed, but reflect also 
lower costs due to mass production 
ind new engineering develop- 
ments 

Besides the cut in prices. the 
major trend of the new models 
is towards larger-sized viewing 
tubes. Meunufacturers, without ex- 
ception, have eliminated the 10- 
inch sets. which once formed the 
bulwark of the industry, in favor 
of 12 or 121'2-inch models as theiv 


smallest. DuMont, pushing the 
trend a step further, has aban- 
doned all 12'%, 14 and 15-inch 
jobs, making a 17-inch tube its 


smallest. Underlining DuMont’s 
belief that public tastes have obso- 
leted the smaller-sized tubes is the 


web's introduction of a 30-inch 
direct-view receiver, the largest 
of its kind ever offered. 

Tube is ineorporated in its 
“Club 30° model, which* has AM 
and FM radio and a plug-in at- 
tachment for a phonograph, and 
has been tentatively set to retail ‘ 


at about $1,000. Set was demon- 
Sirated at the company’s distribu- 
tor convention Friday (7) at the 
Hotel Pierre, N. Y., where it de- 
livered a clear, brilliant picture. 
Tube has a 90-degree deflection 


angle, which makes it shorter in 
depth than in diameter. Thus, it 
can be housed in conventional- 


(Continued on page 32) 





Clients Warming 
To Kine Route 


Over the past couple of weeks. 
the networks have been conscious 
0! a gradual dropping of resistance 
on the part of clients in buying 
non-interconnected stations for 
‘heir programs. The fact that so 
national sponsors have re- 
‘iatned aloof from playing “kine 
line.” preferring to stick to the 
route, has been a source of 
perplexity to the webs in view of 
‘he little added cost involved in 
buying the additional time on the 
hon-interconnected ciicuit. 


When Texaco comes back in the 
fall for its 


Many 


Cable 


Tuesday night show, 
ul wi ill be with change of heart. 
picking up practically every NBC 


SI 


‘ion available for the hour pro- 
kram. Similarly, sponsors of the 
Saturday Night Rev ue” are climb- 
ng aboard the non-interconnected 
Si tons. 
be recently the Old Gold-sponsored 
‘ritinal Amateur Hour” pacted 
‘or all available stations and ° “Kraft 
'-levision Theatre” bought 13 ad- 
ditional outlets on the kine route, 


in 





Set Top Promotion 





Buddy Rogers 


confesses 


‘4nd Then I Went 
Into TV”’ 


+ * * 


an interesting byline feature in the 


5th Annual 


Radio-TV and 


Preview Number of 


VARIETY 


Late This Month 


Hunt's 156 Trek 


Into Daytime; 
Sets a Pattern 


Hunt Foods, via Young & Rubi- 
cam agency, has purchased the 
Bert Parks musical show packaged 
by Louis G. Cowan and its teeoff 
in the fall will represent the first 
major commercial push to give a 
bigtime aura to daytime video pro- 
gramming. 

Halr-hour program will be slot- 
ted three times a week. Network 
and time are still to be designated, 
David Levy, of Y & R, and 
Cowan currently finalizing details 


for the fall preem on a talent-pro- 
duction basis, it represents a 
$15,000 a week investment, top 
coin in the daytime sweepstakes. 


It represents Hunt Foods’ initial 


Review 











with 


TV splurge and its first network 


bankrolling, either in AM or tele. 

With CBS and NBC boasting 
SRO conditions at night, the move 
into daytime TV by major bank- 
rovers will be accelerated in com- 


‘ing weeks, with the webs mapping 


ambitious campaigns to brighten 
up the before-dark channels. 


FAIRBANKS TV ANGLING 
FOR 4006 TRANSFUSION 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Re-financing of Jerry 
Productions is going forward, with 
three financial syndicates being 
negotiated for $400,000 loan. Iden- 
tified with one of the groups is Col. 





Fred Levy, Louisville capitalist and 


w.k. in show business. 

Partners with Fairbanks in the 
TV film producing company are 
Frank Mullen, formerly with NBC 
and G. A. Richards stations, and 
Russ Johnston, late TV film head 
| for NBC, 


LU 


| peting with itself on AM, 


Monday 


chouse,”’ 


Fairbanks | 


DELUGE CHANNELS — 


Cie MON Soaps Foaming Wildly for TV Lead As 
IR SHOWCASE Lever, P&G, Colgate Dish Out Coin 





By GEORGE ROSEN 


With Lever Bros. installing a 
“Lux Television Theatre” in the 
Monday night 8 to 8:30 time on 
CBS (‘an hour prior to “Lux Radio 
Theatre’), the rivalry among spon- 
sors of dramatic TV showcases will 
hit a new high in the fall. Oddly 
enough, too, it projects Monday 
night aS the most competitive on 
the video schedules in the realm of 
dramatic fare, with the “Lux Tele- 
vision Theatre” bracketed the same 
evening with such entries as the 
NBC-Robert Montgomery “Lucky 
Strike Theatre,” CBS-Westing- 
house “Studio One” and “Chevrolet 
Tele Theatre.” 

Decision of Lux to slot its video 
dramatics on Monday night. despite 
the fact that it’s virtually com- 
is predi- 
cated on the same reasoning as ap- 
plied to “Lux Radio Theatre’’—that 
night now, as then, con- 
tinues as a stay-at-home night, with 
the filmhouse audience sloughoff, 
etc, 

With “Kraft Television Theatre.” 
“Philco Television Playhouse.” the 
Armstrong “Circle Theatre.” and 


, the new Schlitz-sponsored “Pulitzer 


TV Theatre’ among the flock of 
other dramatic entries going to the 
post in the fall, the problem of 
properties, its conceded, is des- 
tined to become extremely acute. 
With film properties still out of the 
question, the Lux production boys, 
despite 15 years of close liaison 
with the Hollywood studios, are 
settling for non-pix stories and ma- 
terial, hewing to the same pattern 
as the other major dramatic pro- 
grams by using adaptations of 
legiters, novels, etc. However, the 
Lux video stanza will use top film 
names wherever studio commit- 
ments permit. 


Scripters’ Holiday 


That the upcoming TV _ season 
will bring the more able scripters 
and adapters into fullblown ma- 
turity is certain. In circuiting the 
video dramatic field the more skill- 
ful writers and adapters have their 
‘50-'51 careers carved out for them, 
since the competition for product 
will be so keen. It’s estimated that 
the coming season will find a whole 
school of TV _ scripters in the 
$20,000-$25.000 a year class. Con- 
sidering that that’s way above aver- 
age earnings in radio, it’s indica- 
tive of TV's already coming of age. 

Even during the past season, 
the production boys weren't averse 
to reprising properties, mainly legit 
adaptations, previously done on 
TV. with “Philco Television Play- 
for example, doing its own 
version of a play that had been 
done the previous year by Kraft, or 
vice versa. 

That 
plans tor 


Lever Bres. has ambitious 
its Lux TV showcase is 


evident from the top budget allo- 


cation voted for the stanza and the 
productional ac@butrements (via J. 
Walter Thompson agency!, which 
will find William Keighley dou- 
bling from the Coast-originating 
AM stanza (a feat made possible by 
the fact that he'll be cut in from 
New York for the radio version). 
While starting off as a half-hour 
entry, Lever Bros. has hopes of ex- 
panding “Lux TV Theatre” to a 
full-hour once it integrates itseii 
into the video program pattern. 








NBC’s Summer Lead 


With the four major tele- 
vision networks now in the 
summer hiatus period, NBC is 
in the most favorable financial 
position with 16 hours of pro- 
gram time sold per week. 
CBS, which lost more of its 
regular season sponsors than 
did NBC, is runnerup with 
seven hours. 

DuMont web lost none of its 
bankrollers during the warm 
weather and so is in third 
place with six hours of time 
sold. ABC trails, with its 
sponsored time presently 
totaling three-and-a-half hours. 








ces’ 
Ackerman 
discusses 
The Future of Coast 
Television 


* 7 * 


Harry 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the 
_ oth 
Radio-TV Review and 
Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out This Month 


NBC Signs Wynn 
For 11 TV Shows; 
Will Go ‘Live’ 


Ed Wynn was signed to an ex- 
clusive radio-television pact this 
weck by NBC in another of the 
web’s counter-offensives in its tal- 
ent fight with CBS. Contract calls 
for the comedian, whose CBS 
video show was dropped by Camel 
cigarets at the finish of the season, 
to do 11 TV shows a year for NBC, 
which would be at the rate of one 
per month. In addition, while no 
definite radio plans have been set, 
he is also committed to NBC if he 
decides to reenter AM. 

Wynn will move from Hollywood 
to N. Y. before the fal! season 
starts and is tentatively set to take 
over as one of the rotating emcees 
on NBC's big Sunday night variety 
show, which is to be sponsored by 
Colgate. Fred Allen and Eddie 
Cantor have already been inked 
for the show. 

If Wynn does not join the Col- 
gate show, NBC is considering 
him as the star of his own show 
for the Wednesday night 8 to 9 
slot. in which position he also 
would go once a month. Based on 
the success last season of Robert 
Montgomery's “Lucky Strike The- 
atre,’ “Ford TV Theatre” and 
other shows aired on an alternate 
week basis, the web is convinced 
that the every-other-week system 
can hold audiences. Thus, if a big 
enough show is’ built around 
Wynn, NBC thinks he can go once 
a month and still maintain a good 
rating. Nash-Kelvinator report- 


Annual 











| edly has an option on the Wednes- 


day night stot, but whether it 
would take Wynn has not been de- 
termined. 

Fact that Wynn will move to 
N. Y. from the Coast, from where 
his CBS show has. been kine- 
scoped, is believed to represent an- 
other black mark against the kine 
process for bigtime network pro- 


‘gramming. Comedian’s show origi- 


nally was bankrolled by Speidel, 
with Camels picking it up when 
the watchband outfit exited after 
13 weeks. 


REXALL’S AGVA DEAL 





+ 





The past few weeks have wit- 
nessed one of the major battles for 
TV supremacy, involving the big- 
time soap manufacturers, includ- 
ing Procter & Gamble, Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet and Lever Bros., 
with at least two of the companies 
(P & G and Colgate) jockeying for 
topdog position by shelling out for 
two of the highest-budgeted TV 
shows to date 

P & G last week signatured a 
deal, at $31,000 a throw, to sponsor 
the Bernard Schubert-packaged 
series of Broadway musical come- 
dies and revues of the past 20 
vears. The program will alternate 
with the Robert Montgomery 
“Lucky Strike Theatre’ Monday 
nights on NBC-TV in the 9:30 to 
10:30 period and will be in direct 
competition with “Lux Radio Thea- 
tre’ on CBS. P & G series, which 
will plug Camay Soap (Pedlar & 
Ryan agency) and Tide (Benton & 
Bowles). will tee off Sept. 11, with 
22 productions scheduled for the 
initial season. 

Colgate will sponser the Sunday 
night 8 to 9 round-robin comedy 
on NBC-TY, which will rotate Ed- 
die Cantor, Fred Allen and two ad- 
ditional comics still to be selected. 
On the basis of the present blue- 


prints. the show may run as high 
as $50,000 a week. 

Meanwhile, Lever’ Bros. has 
moved into the TV soap picture, 


bowing in the fall with “Lux TV 


Theatre’ Monday night on CBS 
and “Big Town” Thursday nights 


on the same video web. 


TV Shaping New 


Economy: Biow 





Milton Biow is of the opinion 
that television must soon change 
the entire economic face of the 


American scene; change merchan- 
dising habits; possibly hurt certain 
industries which, naturally, would 
like to maintain the status quo; but 
may, in time, help these first-to-be- 
hit businesses to new heights. 

He cites what radio did to the 
phonograph business, at first, until 
the industry retooled into combi- 
nation radio-phonograph players, 
at pop prices, and the diskers 
soared to new prosperity, far in 


/exeess of the original. 


ON TV’ER HITS SNAG 


Deal for Rexall drug stores to 
put the American Guild of Variety 
Artists show on ABC-TV has fallen 
through, 
turers found opposition from other 
chains and independent pharma- 
cies. Rexall’s idea had been for 
the drug makers to participate in 
the package, but the firms felt in- 
dividual druggists would oppose 
the link with one chain. BBD&O 
was handling the deal for Rexall. 

“Cavalcade of Bands” and 

“Cavalcade of Stars,” both on the 
DuMont video web, are bankrolled 
by Drug Store Products, Inc., but 
this represents a tie-up with 10 
different local chains, and there- 
‘fore doesn’t face the same beefs. 


because drug manufac- |, 


for the second half-hour 


He cites certain magazines being 
down as much as 15% in seven big 
TV cities, and only off 1-1'2% else- 
where. Biow concedes that tele- 
vision is a great usurper of one’s 
spare time. He also feels that 
video made the mistake of calling 
itself something entirely different 
from radio. The adman’s attitude 
is that, like sound in relation to 
silent films. TV is but an additional 
dimension to radio. And as the 
talkers displaced the silents, it’s 
inevitable that video will make 
radio obsolete in the same degree, 
in time, he concludes. 


PHILCO TAKES + HOUR 
OF McNEILL FALL ENTRY 


Chicago, July 11. 

ABC has grabbed the first spon- 
sor for Don MeNeill’s tele entry 
this fall, with the pacting of Phi'co 
for .30 minutes of the hour-long 
show schedule... to teeoff Sept. 6. 
Phileo ordered 39 connected and 
non-connected stations for the 
show. which has been given the 
Wednesday night 9-10 spot. 

Philco, along™ with Swift and 
General Mills. which bankroll Mc- 
Neill’s “Breakfast Club” on AM, 
were given first crack at the teevee 
show. ABC remains on the hook 
as Swift 
has decided against picking up its 
option on the TV show and GM 
also had- not exercised its option as 
of today (11). Last half hour will 
be pitched to other clients unless 
ABC grants GM extension of its 
option. 

“Breakfast Club” cast will be 
used on the video show, which is 
expected to be patterned after the 
AM version. Show will originate 
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YOUR HIT PARADE 

With Eileen Wilson, Snooky Lan- 

~ gon, Dorothy Collins, Hit Pa- 
raders and Dancers, Fosse and 

Niles, Raymond Scott orch; An- 

dre Baruch, John Laing, an- 

nouncers 
Director: Clark Jones 
Choreographer: Tony Charmoli 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m. 
LUCKY STRIKE 
NBC, from New York 
(BBD&O) 

BBD&O, agency on the Lucky 
Strike account, did itself proud 
Monday night (10) when it trans- 
formed radio’s “Hit Parade” show 
into a half-hour musical stanza of 
solid visual values. Here, in fact, 
in the first of four “test” programs 
which will determine whether ‘Hit 
Parade” is to remain on the per- 
manent TV roster, was visual evi- 
dence of how skillful planning, ex- 
pert production and direction and 
a full appreciation of video’s tech- 
nical facets can blend themselves 
into a topnotch musical program 
pleasing to both eye and ear. AS 
such, “Hit Parade” as revealed on 
Monday may well set a pattern for 
radio shows whose TV _ versions 
have suffered from the simulcast 
treatment. 

There was no attempt to take 
the easy way out in “Hit Parade’s 
TV projection on the top seven 
tunes (plus extras) as a talented 
cast comprising Eileen Wilson, 
Snooky 
{also doubling into her standard 
Lucky Strike commercial tunes), 
Raymond Scott’s orch and the Hit 
Paraders and Dancers extracted 
maximum sight and sound values 
in a pleasing, swift-paced variety 
of songs, dances and instrumentals. 

Tunes spotlighted for the open- 
ing program were “Hoop-Dee-Doo, 


Lanson, Dorothy Collins | 


THE STORK CLUB 

With Peter Lind Hayes, Mary 
Healy, Sherman Billingsley, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bert Lahr, Robert Mer- 
rill, Mr. and Mrs, Jack Haley, 
Robert Q. Lewis, Stan Freeman, 
Cy Walters; George Bryan, an- 
nouncer 

Producer: Irving Mansfield 

Director: Fred Rickey 

Writer: Eli Basse 

15 Mins., Mon., Wed., Fri., 7:45 p.m. 

| CBS-TV, N. Y. 

| Peter Lind Hayes and Mary 

| Healy, bowing on “The Stork Club” 

‘at Sherman Billingsley’s ornate 

| saloon, were beset with more dif- 

‘ficulties than is usual with pre- 

mieres. The program made its 

debut at the scheduled time of 7:45 

p.m., but technical difficulties for 

nearly 12 minutes forced a post- 

ponement to 9 p.m., cutting in on 





the hour’s time allotted “Songs 
for Sale,” another CBS-TV pre- 
miere that night (Friday). Show 


is due for a thrice-weekly, Mon.- 
Wed.-Fri. airing. 

Under such circumstances, the 
nantes aligned for the initial 
stanza had to wait around, and the 


freshness and edge were taken off | 


| somewhat. This situation may 
‘have partially accounted for the 
| general letdown that the show pro- 
| vided, but it’s indicated that some 
basic bugs in the format need 
| ironing out. 
| Program 
| than most shows of this type, ex- 
|cept that the TV replica of the 
'Cub Room at the Stork provides 
an unusually ultra setting. Unusual 
also is the unorthodox table-hop- 
| ping by the videogenic Mr. and 


| Mrs. Hayes, and if any of Sherman | 
| Billingsley’s customers ever burst | 
| into song as did Bert Lahr, Robert | 


| Merrill and Mary Healy, the boni- 


FORD STAR REVUE 
With Jack Haley, Janis Paige, 
guest; Continentals, Mello- \ 

David Broekman orch, ethers 
Producer: Sylvia Friedlander 
Director: Dick Berger 
Writers: Hugh Prince, Bob Weis- 

kopf, Billy K. Wells 
60 Mins., Thurs., 9 p.m. 
FORD MOTOR CO. 

NBC, from New York 
(J..Walter Thompson) 

NBC has whipped together an 
hour vaudeo-revue presentation for 
the Ford Motor Co. as summer 
replacement for Kay Kyser, in- 
stalling Jack Haley as the star 
and emcee. On last Thursday 
night’s (6) preem, there was an 
obvious attempt to endow the mu- 
sical show with major production- 





|peak season flavor. But it didn’t 
quite come off that way. 

The transplanting of Haley from 
the Broadway musicomedy-revue 
scene to TV was none too auspi- 
cious, and although on one or two 
occasions the Haley spark mani- 
fested itself, he was Benerally 
bogged down by some sorry ma- 
terial. 

Somehow the hour show never 
managed to get rolling. Aside from 
ithe poor sketches. and scripting, 
i“Ford Star Revue” suffered from 
|lack of originality, hewing to a 


leven the choreography for the 
|dance numbers suggesting left- 
‘overs from major productions of 
ithe past season. 

| Aside from emceeing, Haley in- 
|tegrated his comedics into several 
|sketches, including a satirical bit 
ion how he became a summer TV 
filler; another with one of the 
|show’s few rewarding bits on poll 


'al accoutrements in a bid to vest | 
ithe summertime channels with a} 


SONGS FOR SALE 
With Jan Murr 
Mitch Miller, 


ey, Tony Bennett 
Producer-director: Herb Moss 
60 Mins., Fri., 9 p.m, 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, N. Y. 

CBS-TV is filling the Friday 
9 p.m. slot with a simulcast of the 
radio stanza, “Songs for Sale.” It’s 
essentially an aural stanza, pic- 
turization of which adds very little 
to that which is available to radio. 
Television of “Songs” puts the 
cleffers’ craft very much in the 
limelight on this time segment; in 
addition to the radio and TV ver- 
sions of this show, the opposition 
ABC has slotted “‘Tin-Pan Alley” 
halfway during the “Songs” dis- 





play. 
As video fodder, “Songs for 
| Sale” is handicapped by the 


, Joan Edwards, 
ehnny Johnston, 
Jack Robbins, Rosemary Cloon- 





THE BIG TOP 

With Joe Novell and his Dalma- 
tians, the Three Freddies, Lynn 
& Margot, the Two Adams, Hip 
Raymond, the Bruno Family, Ed 
MacMahon, Jack Sterling, Quaker 
City String Band, Joe Basile and 
his orch 

Producer: Charles Vanda 

Director: Joseph Tinney, Jr. 

60 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from Philly 
“The Big Top,” hour-long pro- 

duction of circus and novelty fare 

staged by WCAU-TV in Camden’s 

Convention Hall, is the first major 

CBS-TV network show to be put on 

live outside of New York. Credit 

for this entertaining, fast-moving 

and likely entry goes to Charles 

Vanda, former executive producer 

for CBS on the Coast and now v.p. 

in charge of television at WCAU. 


Use of the huge auditorium in 


greater concentration on’ sound.| neighboring Camden, N. J.. is a 
| There are few added items for the! pig asset and warrants the trou- 


viewer, except possibly a gander 


| played. 
signed for listening primarily, par- 
takers aren’t at the video best. 


ep | ble of carrying lines and digging 
at the participants and a closeup | 
of the lead sheet of the song being | over air and st 

Since the display is de-| 


up weekly crowd, through plugs 
ation’s newspaper 
owner, the Philadelphia Evening 
Bulletin. There were 3,000 per- 


‘ c . ,|sons (preponderantly kids) at the 
Comedian Jan Murray is stymied | Saturday night (8) show, and the 


|by the fact that its impolitic for | applause that greeted acts, plus the 


|him to indulge in sight gags. An 
occasional double-take or grimace 
is about the only thing that can be 


isn’t much different | hackneyed vaudéo pattern, with | attempted. 


The format, which calls for the 
| Majorbowesing of tyro songwriters, 
|is better ear-entertainment. Mur- 
| ray indicated a good video person- 
ality with a good sense of ad-lib. 
|He took it easy with the contest- 
| ants, who do brief autobiogs of 
|their tunestering ambitions, and 
| went for laughs only where plau- 
sible. He imparted a generally fast 





solid whoops of the youngsters 
made for sock reception and 
heightened circus atmosphere. Use 
of Ringmaster Jack Sterling, in 
conventional carny barker getup, 
to handle the introes also contrib- 
uted to flavor. Opening parade of 
drum majors, roustabouts and flags, 
clowns, acts, mummers’ string 
band and Joe Basile’s orchestra all 


| added up to flashy and spectacular 


start. 
Acts, strictly tent show in cali- 


“I Wanna Be Loved,” “Let Your. takers as Haley went into a “Leave | pace to the proceedings. | bre, are booked by Vanda through 





self Go” (extra), “I Don’t Care If 
the Sun Don’t Shine,” “Count 
Every Star,” “Lullaby of Broad-| 
way” (extra), “Third Man Theme,” 
“Bewitched,” “Waitin’ for the Rob- 
ert E. Lee” (extra), and the week’s 
No. 1 tune, “My Foolish Heart,” | 
for the windup. Each number was | 
appropriately backgrounded wit 
Paul Barnes’ stunning sets and | 
Rose Bogdanoff’s costuming. 
The vocal talents of Lanson and | 
Misses Wilson and Collins were | 
neatly integrated into the tunes | 
paraded forth, with assorted back-| 
ground assists by the dancing and | 
singing Hit Paraders. Tony Char- 
moli’s choreography neatly com-| 
lemented the terping of Fosse and | 
iles—in each instance a show-| 
manly pictorialization of the tunes | 
on display. 
Even the numbered intros to the | 
top seven tunes were played for 
top camera values. 


Only the commercials were lack- 


ing in imagination, save for Miss | 


Collins’ “framed” chirping. 


BBD&O and Lucky Strike have | 


a natural for next season if the 
same qualitative showmanship is 
maintained. Rose. 





THE GLOOM DODGERS 

With Willie Shore, Peggy Dietrick, 
George Cisar, Geraldine Kay, 
Bruce Lindgren, Hope Summers, 
Forrest Lewis, Tommy Ralston; 
Don Gordon, announcer; Al Diem 
orch: Low Hite & Stanley, guests 

Director: Greg Garrison 

Writer: George Anderson 

30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 

CHICAGO DODGE DEALERS 

WENR-TY, Chicago 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) ; 

Entertainment values on this 





variety session featuring comic 
Willie Shore range from so-so to 
ood with frantic antics of Shore 
urnishing most of the high spots. 
The package shows evidence of 
originality, moves at a good pace 
and is generally pleasing. 

On basis of show seen (9), need- 
ed refurbishing is in the music 
department, which was fair at best. 
Backing by band under Al Diem’s 
baton was poorly integrated, near- 
ly swamping Peggy  Dietrick’s 
chirping of “I May Be Wrong.” 
Some slowdown of Shore’s stage 
activities would also strengthen 
the show. 


Comic’s material was good for 
the most part. Especially effective 
was his work with guests Low Hite 
& Stanley, midget and tall man 
duo. Regular feature of the show 
is a gag situation built around the 
Grimms, killjoy family, and the 
Brights, happy family. Shown on 
this stanza was the reaction of the 
two groups to a wire telling of 
arrival of relatives. Idea came off 
well, thanks to good _ acting. 
Grimms were played by Hope 
Summers, Forrest Lewis and Tom- 
my Ralston. The Brights were 
George Cisar, Geraldine Kay and 
Bruce Lindgren. 


Commercials showed imagina- 
tion, with gabber Don Gordon 
working with films. Good interest- 
holding stunt had Gordon deliver- 
ing casual plug while seated as a 

ember of studio audience, with 

hore ney 

Lensing and lighting were top- 
notch, Dave. 


face would probably eject them. 
Yet that’s what the show did on a 
couple of occasions. Miss Healy 
and a self-conscious Lahr did a 


| duet out of “Burlesque” and Mer- | 


rill sang “Some Enchanted Eve- 
ning.” 


Hayes and Miss Healy, his wife, 


h| are an ingratiating couple, an ideal | 


casting. The pair are endowed with 
personality, looks and intelligence. 
They could carry off more talk 


pects of the show were neglected, 
and it’s likely that some well-de- 
signed gabfests would pack more 
interest than the song sessions. 
Robert Q. Lewis and Jack Haley 
(with Mrs. Haley) who showed up 
at the preem were virtually 
sloughed off. Billingsley makes an 


affable appearance and he prob- | 


ably looked most natural of all in 
his accustomed role of boniface. 

The Hayes-Healy talk had 
sparkle but, again, mechanical de- 
lay may have taken off some of 
the inherent spontaniety. 

The production was excellent. 
Introductory credits were well- 
presented and ingenuity was 
shown in camera work. Musical 
backing was by the piano team of 
Stan Freeman and Cy — 

ose, 


wee BOONE AND COUSIN 

With Carroll “Kib” Colby, Patti 
Milligan, others 

Producer: Judy Dupuy 

Director: Don Richardson 

Writers: Colby, Miss Dupuy 

30 Mins.; Sun., 6:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 
With its “Mr. I. Magination” 


scheduled to resume in the fall 
under Nestle’s Candy sponsorship, 
CBS-TV is merely marking time 


As such, “Billy 
Boone and Cousin Kib” is an ac- 
ceptable show, albeit it’s a rather 
pointless affair that won't keep 
too many kids indoors during the 
summer. Program basically is a 
series of parlor games attuned to 
the moppets, linked together by 
the facile drawings of Carroll 
Colby as emcee. 

Colby is the “Cousin Kib” char- 
acter of the title, with “Billy 
Boone” the hero of a cliff-hanger 
comic strip, which he draws in the 
final minutes of the show. On the 
preem (9), Colby had the kids in 
his studio audience try to guess 
the subjects of his drawings be- 
fore he finished them, and then 
|had a couple of them act out some 
|of the sketches in a charade-type 
|game to furnish clues for the kids. 
Every few minutes Colby tossed in 


the interest of his home viewers. 
Little Patti Milligan did an okay 
job as his chief assistant. 

As with most such shows, the 
cameras panned _= sporadically 
among the moppet guests to show 
their reactions. If their attention 
was any indication, then the show 
also was accepted okay by the kids 
in their homes. Unlike “Mr. I.,” 


entertains, this one is strictly for 
entertainment purposes. Show is 
packaged by Video Events, with 
scripts supervised by Dorothy L. 
McFadden of Junior Programs, 





Ine. - Stal, 


an aside to the cameras to grab | 


though, which educates while it 


My Pulse Alone” vocal, and a wind- 
up saloon brawl that was generally 
pathetic. 

Spotlighting of the Continentals 
sextet, with their distinctive ar- 
jrangements, ranging from Gersh- 
|}winiana and Latin tunes to a sock 
“Shiek of Araby” parody, gave the 
|program its top moments. It’s a 
{standout act on anybody’s show. 


|Janis Paige, the pix looker, did 


‘than they did. The interview as-|4 Couple of vocals, with her ballad 


|suffering from poor mike _ syn- 
|chronization. Her attendant byplay 
| with Haley could have been elimi- 
inated completely. 

Bill Callahan opened with some 
|effective taps. Roy K. Marshall’s 
| Ford-slanted scientific vignette was 
\inserted along with film commer- 
cials on the new Ford models. 
| dt will take more than was evi- 
i'denced on last week’s preem to 
keep viewers indoors on _ hot 
nights. Rose. 


RANSOM SHERMAN SHOW 
With Sherman, Nancy Wright, 


Producer: Ted Mills 
Director: Dave Brown 
Writer: Doug Johnson 
30 Mins.; Mon.-Thru-Fri., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Chicago 

It looks like NBC grabbed a 
teevee natural when it latched 
onto Ransom Sherman. His low- 
geared whimsey and_ relaxed 
emceeing fit snugly into the pleas- 
ant half-hour strip. Although cur- 
rently slotted in the early evening 
spot usually occupied by the vaca- 
tioning “Kukla, Fran and Ollie” 
group, it was apparent from the 
segment caught (5) that the se- 
ries is aiming for an afternoon pe- 


|with a filler on its Sunday night |riod in the fall. It was Sherman’s 
|6:30 to 7 slot. 


lafternoon “Club Matinee” that 
brought him his radio following 
in the ’30’s. 

His patter, including a funny bit 
about an alumnus letter from his 
alma mater, neatly sandwiched the 
musical portion’ of the show. 
There was a goodly supply of easy- 
to-take music, with Nancy Wright 
‘and mer Bradford registering 
well with their chirping. The Art 
Van Damme quintet, as usual, did 
a fine job in support. The Vision- 
aires, four men and a gal, added 
a nice touch with their bright 
chirping of “Hello, My Baby.” 

As sometimes happens with 
these light touch type of shows, 
one sketch on this stanza, in which 
|the cast did a takeoff on an old- 
time melodrama, failed to jell. 

Show was also marred once 
when someone missed a camera 
cue. Except for this one fluff, show 
was well lensed and handled. 

Dave. 








|THE DETECTIVE’S WIFE 
| With Lynn Bari, Donald Curtis, 
Michael Wager, others ‘ 
| Producer-director: Franklin 
Schaffner 
Writer: Milt Lewis 
30 Mins.; Fri. (7), 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from New York 
- Replacing Ralph Bellamy’s “Man 
Against Crime,” the Charles Irving 
package “Detective’s Wife” makes 
a a. amusing whodunit. It’s 
J (Continued on page 32) 
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Johnny Bradford, Art Van)! 
Damme _ quintet; Visionaires, 
guests 


| The panel of experts, compris- | 


|ing songwriter-singer Joan Ed- 
wards, Columbia Records artists 
and repertory head Mitch Miller, 
singer Johnny Johnston and music 
publisher Jack Robbins know the 
music field. They were polite in 
their brushoffs and the adv 
volunteered was generally sound. 
Miss Edwards and Johnston, pro- 
vided a well-designed songs ses- 
sion, and others showed up fairly 
well in interviews. 


items in which they’re currently 
commercially interested. Rose- 
mary Clooney and Tony Bennett 
give good renditions of the tunes 
under consideration. 


the earmarks of being a pro-enter- 
tainer and probably come on for a 
TV audition. He was Dick Collier 
who did a laughing song that com- 
municated infectiousness to the au- 
dience. In fact, his amateur “song” 
was so palpably special material 
that BMI, which screens (and 
eventually publishes) the songs, 
should not have included it. Other 
tunes were generally below the 
calibre of pro cleffers and product 
auditioned indicated that there’s 
still a shortage of material for pub- 
lication. The winnah gets $200 and 
a BMI publishing contract. 

The preem session was’ delayed 
for 15 minutes because of neces- 
sity of re-presenting “The Stork 
Club,” another premiere, which 
couldn’t be televised earlier that 
evening because of technical diffi- 
culties. Jose, 





LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION 
With Walter Woolf Kingz, emcee; 

K. T. Stevens, William Dozier; 

guests 
Producers: 

Grauman 
| Director: Bud Cole 
| 30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 

ustaining 
NBC-TV, from Hollywood 

“Lights, Camera, Action,” origi- 
nated by NBC in Hollywood and 
kinescoped for the eastern sta- 
tions, is just another ripple in the 
flood of talent-search programs 
that have hit television during the 
last year. Aired on the web's 
eastern and midwestern affiliates 
as an eight-week summer replace- 
ment for Procter & Gamble’s 
vacationing “Fireside Theatre,” 
the show will do little or nothing 
to glue setowners to their re- 
ceivers on. warm Tuesday nights. 

Originating on the Coast as it 

does, the show has an advantage 
in spotlighting the talents of the 
many young performers who go 
westwards trying to hit the big- 
time in films. But it suffers from 
cemparison with its predecessors 
in the east. In fact, with its for- 
mat of having actor-baritone Wal- 
ter Woolf King introduce the acts 
complete with the film studios? 
clap-board,” it parallels almost 
exactly ABC-TV’s “Hollywood 
Screen Test,” and, since compari- 
sons are unavoidable, “Screen 
Test” does a better job. 

Show caught (4) was well-paced, 
with singers interspersed between 
two dramatie bits. Skits, while 
capably enacted, were unimagina- 
tively scripted. King did an okay 
emcee job, interviewing the guest 
acts for their show biz back- 





Alan Armer, Walter 





, 4 . e-* ; ata 


| fast action. 


ice they | 


One of the contestants had all | 
half. 





George A. Hamid. After the open- 
ing fanfare, the show swung into 
Acts were virtually all 
visual and naturals for tele me- 
dium. Opener was Joe Novell and 


|his Dalmatians, vaude_ standard 
| was well set and the finale with 
ithe mutts clambering all over No- 


vell as he tries to play the piano 


| got roars from the toddlers pres- 
| ent. 


The Three Freddies, Swiss jug- 


The entire | Sling and balancing act, reached 
panel took the opportunity to plug | climax with Freddie Angel gyrat- 


ing and whirling a half dozen plates 
and hoops atop a pole balanced by 
a partner. Stunt was okay for 
cameras, although the lenses didn’t 
pick up the whole act, concentrat- 
ing only on the juggling upper 
Lynn and Margot, from the 
London music halls, foflowed with 
comedy instrumentals. Male mem- 
ber of the duo racked up laughs 
by playing such unusual “instru- 
ments” as floor lamps, umbrellas, 
hotwater bottles, etc. 


The Quaker City String Band, 
colorful unit in musketeers cos- 
tume (from Philly’s Mummer’s Pa- 
rade) took over for the intermis- 
sion break, marching and drilling 
about the auditorium as they ran 
through a couple numbers. They 
were succeeded by Sam Linfield’s 
Crazy Scouts, gal and five male 
tumblers. Two of the men are 
midgets and offered a variant of 
the burley boxing routine. The 
Two Adams (man and girl) were 
seen in clever stunt cycling. More 
comedy followed in Hip Raymond, 
another music hall import, whose 
specialty is a tiny car which holds 
him and an inexhaustible supply of 
furniture and gadgets. 


For the grand finale, the Bruno 
Family offered some _ absorbing 
viewing as they tumbled and dis- 
ported on the high wire without 
benefit of a net. For the kids and 
to bridge the breaks Ed MacMahon 
(WCAU staffer) headed a group of 
gowns in customary pantoloon an- 
ics. 


Show should prove sock family 
fare and the camera concentration 
upon one thing at a time allows for 
fuller appreciation of what goes 
on than you get at the genuine 
“Big Top,” where the distractions 
are too numerous. Camera work, 
however, lacked sharpness. Audi- 
torium backgrounds have a tend- 
ency to go dull. Montage attempt- 
ed to show enjoyment of kids on 
one side of screen, while act is 
shown on other side were not han- 
dled too well. Failure of a camera 
at close lost stunt of showing cred- 
its on strongman’s back. 

Although “The Big Top” goes 
out over CBS web for full hour 
(7-8 p.m.), producing _ station 
WCAU-TV only picks it up at 7:30. 
Station is committed to “Buck Rog- 
ers” show during the first segment. 

‘ Gagh. 


——_— — 





grounds in an informal way. Par- 
ticipating talent on each week’s 
stanza is judged by two guests (in 
this case, actress K. T. Stevens 
and film producer William Dozier), 
with the winner gettting a $25 
bond and a chance to compete for 
a screen test and a $500 bond with 
subsequent program winners. 
Production, direction and camera 
work were adequate. tal. 
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DuMont’s 50% Program Coin Hike 


To Spark ‘50-1 Competitive Race 


DuMont web is going in for big- 


fie programming. With NBC and 
ces currently battling it out 
son talent and top ratings in the 
video sweepstakes, DuMont execs 
consider the present time a good 
opportunity to step in with some 
vod shows of their own to take 
of the play away from their 
-ompetitors. While the web doesn’t 
ylan to go in for the million-dollar 
talent deals of the other two, it 
upped its program budget for next 
fall over 50° above what it has 
been. and is currently setting up a 
number of new house packages. 
Chief problem which DuMont 
must solve before it heads into a 
programming operation is 
whether such a move would be 
economically feasible. Web at this 
time is practically sold out on its 
saleable shows and, while it has 
not vet rounded the profit corner, 
is rapidly drawing near that point. 
Number of saleable programs Du- 
Mont has to offer is far fewer than 
that of its competitors, however, 
since it programs fewer network 
hours than its rivals. As a result, 
the web must decide whether it 
would be making or losing money 
by opening up in new time slots, 
which could be done by replacing 
some of the current film shows it 
airs on a participating basis with 
fullscale network productions. 
While keeping this factor in 
mind, the web’s execs feel confi- 
dent that now is the time for their 
big move. First step in that direc- 
tion has already been taken with 
(Continued on page 55) 


DuMont Grabs Off 
Sat. Garden Events 


DuMont television rushed in 
this week to buy exclusive rights 
to the Saturday night sports events 
at Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y.., 
which had been dropped the pre- 
vious week by CBS. Sponsor has 
not yet been set but DuMont is re- 
ported to have several near the 
inking stage. Price paid by the 
web for the rights has not been 
revealed but it is believed to ap- 
proximate the $125,000 that CBS 
had almost shelled out. 

With CBS and NBC expected to 
battle it out for Saturday night 
vaudeo honors in the fall, DuMont 
exces think the Garden sports 
schedule puts them in an advan- 
fageous position to deliver a low 
cost-per-thousand package to what- 
ever advertiser decides to pick up 
the tab. CBS will have its Ken 
Murray and Frank Sinatra shows 
bucking NBC’s “Saturday Night 
Revue.” Since these are all basi- 
cally variety programs, DuMont is 
certain that any viewers desiring 

(Continued on page 32) 


INS-TV to Syndicate 
Bronston’s Vidpix Of 
Top European Symphs 


Series of classical music pro- 
S:ams, filmed in Europe with some 
0! the top symphony orchs, has 
Deen set for distribution to tele- 
Vision neiworks and stations in the 
L. S. by International News Serv- 
‘ces TV department. Films were 


yetime 








‘urned out by Samuel Bronston. 
Hollywood producer, under the 
i sis of All Nations Production 
orp. 

_ Specific sales policy has not 
Seen tormulated for the pix, ac- 
cording to Robert H. Reid, man- 
asev of the INS department. It’s 
*xpected, though, that they'll be 


i first to a national adver- 
‘ser as a “prestige” package and 


ig 'o networks, who might want 
uv Duy 
er Ing oy 
them to local stations throughout 
‘e country for the start of a clas- 
Steal music film library. Films, in 
sidition, 


(Continued on page 32) 


for 


' dramatic 


will be made available. 
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Eddie Davis Prepping 


TV ‘Tenement House’ 


Eddie Davis, the writer and ex- 
hackie, has arrived in New York 
from the Coast to put the finishing 
touches to a new TV situation 
comedy he’s packaging called 
“Tenement. House.” 

Davis is on the prowl for a lead, 
who will play a “Mr. Fixit” janitor, 
and some writers. 


11 British Pix, 
As Yet Unmade, 





Hollywood, July 11. 
KTLA’s 


signed contracts with the Paul 


Kohner agency, through Walter 
Klinger, for the purchase of 13) 
new British pictures. Landsberg 


GONDON COM 
Rak | aYoTEM 


Washington, July 

The Senate Advisory deaths 
on color television, appointed at 
the request of Chairman Edwin C. 
Johnson (D.-Colo.) of the Se 
Commerce Committee to provide 

appraisal of the 
reported yesterday 
(Mon.) that the development is 
ready for the public. The advisory 
group also concluded that only one 
system should be licensed but it 
gave the FCC, which is expected to 
make its decision within two 
months, only a technical basis for 


an independent 
status of tint, 


| selecting the system. 


In declining to recommend a 
specific system, the committee, 
which is headed by Dr. Edward U. 
Condon, director 


Bureau of Standards, explained | 


| that the many social and economic | 


Bought by KTLA 


Klaus Landsberg has | 


has the exclusive rights to TV pix | 


here and may 
national distribution following the 
lines of WPIX. which leased na- 
tionally the Alexander Korda films. 

This package of films include 
two already made and 11 more to 
be completed by October of this 
year. Alexander Pall is producing 
for Alexander Films Corp. Pix 


purchase them for | 


factors involved in shifting from | 
black and white to color are “not | 
properly the concern of the tech-| 
nical analyst.” But the commit- | 
tee was hopeful its report 
provide a comprehensive and un- 
derstandable basis on which the} 
technical factors may be considered 
in arriving at a decision.” 

In. a chapter on comparison of | 
the systems and conclusions, the | 
committee expressed the belief | 
that a sound basis for a decision 


| could be provided by its ratings of | 
|the performance characteristics of | 


will not be shown in theatres prior | 


to local telensing. 

Though more than half the films 
made in Britain during the past 
decade have never seen a projector 
in this country these are the first 
to be offered to television other 
than those having already played 
the theatre circuits. 


CBS YANKS 3 TV 





DRAMA SUSTAINERS 


| exceeded in three, CTI and RCA 


CBS television, in a move to 


| excelled 


save both money and the rapidly- | 


dwindling supply of TV_ story 


properties, yanked three sustaining | 


shows off the air this 
Trio, which for 
part had been aired only a few 
weeks in their present formats, 
have failed to generate any spon- 
sor interest during that time. 
Whether they'll return in the fall 
is problematical. 

Programs are “Comedy The- 
atre.” which had held down the 
Sunday night period from 9:15 to 
9:45: “Starlight Theatre,” aired 
Mondays from 8 to 8:30 p.m., and 
“Sure As Fate.’ in the Tuesday 
night 8 to 9 slot. CBS had planned 
to give all three a _ free 
throughout the summer, if neces- 
sary. in order to line up bank- 
rollers for the fall. In view of 
TV's production costs, however, 
the web has decided to retrench 
slightly until the start of the fall 
season and so will replace these 
either with film shows or with less 
costly productions. 

Behind the decision to take the 

(Continued on page 35) 


DuMont’s Brace of Sales 


DuMont web this week pacted 
with Bond Stores to pick up the 
tab on its “Hands of Destiny” 
starting in the fall, 
up Abraham & Straus, 
department store, to sponsor a 
new show on WABD, its key N. Y. 
outlet. in the 11:30 to noon period 
cross-the-board. 

Deal for “Destiny,” set through 
the Grey agency, is for a full 52) 


week. 





weeks. Half-hour mystery program,| more color 
them, Reid is also consid- | 
the possibility of renting | 


Larry Menkin and) 


seripted bv 
will be moved into 


Charles Speer, 


the Friday night at 9 slot starting 


| Sept. 8. A&S show will take over 
‘half of the “Television Shopper’ 


the three color processes (CBS, | 
RCA and €TI) and that “the only 
missing element is the relative 


weight to be accorded each main | 


category. When such weights are 
assigned, a preponderance of ad- 
vantage for one system over the 
others can be found.” 

A tabulary summary of 
formance characteristics was 
broken down into eight main 
categories, of which five subdivi- 
sions were listed as having “out- 
standing importance.” Of these 
five, CBS was rated superior in 
twe, RCA and CTI scored superior 
in two, and all were equal in one. 
In 13 other categories. CBS was 
superior in three. RCA’ was 
superior in three, CBS and RCA 


in three, and CBS and 
CTI ranked highest in one. 
List Principal Categories 
Principal categories listed in the 


/summary were adaptability (to re- 


the most | 


ceive colorcasts in black and 


| white), color fidelity, compatibility, 
‘continuity of motion, convertibility, 
| effectiveness of channel utilization, 


relationship, 
and super- 


flicker - brightness 
geometric resolution 


| position performance. 


In commenting on possibilities 
(Continued on page 34) 





D.C. Set Decline 


ride | 


and also iiuwed. 
Brooklyn | 


Puzzles ‘Experts 


Washington, July 11. 

Television set sales took a big 
dive here last month, June volume 
totaling only 6,400 as compared to 
an average of around 9,000 so far 
this year. Town’s poor set busi- 
ness, in view of intense price com- 
petition, has got many so-called 
“experts” trying to figure out the 
Number of receivers here 


reasons. 
is far below Boston, which has 
only two stations, or Baltimore, 
which has only three. Washington. 


with four stations, has only 143,000 
sets as of July 1. 

One theory for the situation here 
is that the high average cuitural 
and economic level of the populace 
isn’t conducive to television buy- 


ing. particularly at the present pro- 


| 


gramming stage of the medium. It’s 
speculated, too, that the town is 


where, what with the FCC having 


held hearings for nine months and | 
CBS and RCA having held public | 


demonstrations locally. Of the! 
| many thousands who have seen 


hour, with the latter program being | color here, it’s thought, some nmray 


, wimmed to the 11 to 11:30 period. be holding of for tint, 


nate 


of the National | 


“will 


per-| 


conscious than else- | 


(CLAIM COLOR TV READY NO 








RCA in Rebuttal Blast at CBS 


Color Claims: 
Pure Oil Buying ‘Said’ 





Hits at ‘Innuendos 


Washington, July 11. 
RCA came back fighting in its 
reply yesterday (Mon.) to CBS 
color claims filed with the FCC. 


Panel for 18 Markets *Whereas, Columbia had submitted 


Pure Oil Co. is buying NBC’s 
“Who Said That?” panel show on 
TV for 18 markets. Co-op show al- 


ready has 10 sponsors, which makes 
it probably the most successful of 
the co-op programs in video. 
Show is heard sustaining in 
N. Y., Pure Oil deal not including 


Hail TV's Role 
On U. S. Census 
In Setting Pattern 


Ww ashington, July 11. 


experiment in the use 
briefing census 





The first 


of television in 


la success and indicates future use 
lof the medium as an educational 
land training devise, according to 
ithe Department of Commerce. 

| Evaluation of the experiment, 
says a recent report of the Person- 
nel Division of the Bureau of the 
| Census, has not yet been complet- 


led, but “it already seems obvious | 
lthat it was worthwhile to con- 
i\duct an experiment which would 


give some indication of the useful- 
ness of television in mass training, 
such as is the training of our 
140,000 enumerators.” 

Advantages now evident from 
TV training, the Bureau reports, 
“are that every vege scons ¢ in- 
volved receives the same ‘stand- 
ardized instruction given by an ex- 
pert narrator who presents the 
subject matter with skill and pro- 
ifessional finish which very few 
‘crew leaders can do. It makes it 
possible tu use a great variety and 
amount of visual aids, which in- 
creases the effectiveness of instruc- 
ition and hence the speed of learn- 
ing. And 
chological something which we all 
feel when we see a program that 


(Continued on page 55) 


NBC-TV ON SUNDAY 





CLASSICAL BINGE 


NBC television is going high- , 
: brow for cight weeks this summer. 
As replacement for “Phileo TV 
Playhouse” Sunday nights, the web 
has scheduled a series of hour- 
long adaptations of plays’ by 
Shakespeare, Ibsen and other clas- 
Sicists. Seven legiters will follow 
the one-shot scanning this week 
(16) of the Ballet Theatre in 
“Giselle.” 

Plavs, bearing the overall 
of “Masterworks Theatre,’ are 
slated to start July 23 with Ibsen's 
|“*Hedda Gabbler,” 
Tandy, Walter Abel. Margaret 
Phillips and Kent Smith have been 
tentatively set to appear. Among 
the others to be aired are Shake- 
speare’s “Richard III” and “Othel- 
lo” and Robert Brinsley Sheridan’s | 
“The Rivals.” Four of the plays 
will be produced by Curtis Can- | 
field, head of the Amherst (Col- 
lege) Masquers, while NBC pro- 
ducers Fred Coe and Albert Mc- 
Cleery wiil each handle one. 





Martin Gosch's “Sugar Bowl.” 
| which will star Chico Marx, 
' go into the Monday 9 p.m. slot on 
ABC-TV instead of Thursday at 
10. Tentative starting date is 
Oct. 2. 

Casting for the musical stanza, 
which Pharmacraft and American | 
Safety Razor will back alternately, | 
starts in two weeks. George Bass- 
man has been named musical su- | 
pervisor and Stanley Prager has | 
been brought in from the Coast | 
‘for a featured role. 


enumerators appears to have been | 


then there is the psy- | 


title | 


in which Jessica ! 


will | 


a 370-page persuasive finding two 
weeks ago while RCA and CTI 
each confined themselves to short, 
rather mild briefs, RCA’s reply 
comprised 200 pages while CBS 
turned in only a 60-page tome and 
CTI contented itself with a 36-page 
response. 

In somewhat indignant language, 
RCA charged Columbia with try- 
ing to be “clever.” with seeking 
its objective by “innuendo,” and 
| by attempting to give the impres- 
sion that its system has “everv- 
thing” and the others nothing. 
What particularly seemed to burn 
RCA was that CBS found complex- 
ity in the RCA color “in the very 
| fact that it is an electronic sys- 
tem.”” RCA has been priding i- 
self all through the FCC hearings 
that its tri-color tube system is 

“all electronic” while branding the 
| Columbia color whee! system as 
| **‘mechanical.”’ 

RCA told the commission that it 
must pass on a “system,” not 
merely on the “apparatus” of to- 
| day. But even if the CBS system 
could use a tri-color tube instead 
of a disk, RCA contended, the fielil 
sequential method has other de- 
| fects. It has “far less” resolution, 
| only one-ninth of the ‘“‘flicker-free 
| brightness” of the dot sequential 
| system, and is “entirely incompati- 
ble,” said RCA. 

RCA accused Colwnmbia of trv- 
|ing to “play down” the RCA ad- 
vantage of compatibility and ig- 

(Continued on page 35) 


Quaker Oats Buys 
NBC ‘Americana’ 


NBC television this week 
wrapped up another half hour for 
the upcoming fall season, pacting 
with Quaker Oats to sponsor 
“Americana” in the Sunday after- 
noon 5 to 5:30 period. Show, a 
_Martin Stone package, is slated to 
|preem Oct. 1, with time having 
been cleared to date on 20 NBC in- 
| terconnected outlets, as well as 
| KNBH, Hollywood, which will re- 
ceive the show via kinescope. 

“Americana” was aired via NBC 
_last year under Firestone sponsor- 
ship. For its new ride, Stone plans 
_to dress the quizzer with top name 
| guests and variety acts in an at- 
‘tempt to make it represent Ameri- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Nat’l ‘Miss Television’ 
Mapped in Chi Along 
Lines of ‘Miss America’ 


Chicago. July 11. 

coordinated and ex- 
ploited “Miss Television of 1950” 
contest will get under way within 
a few days under the banner of 
Radio Features. Inc. Contest will 
be confined to a single station in 
each city with national finals to 
be held Sept. 2 at Chicago Fair's 
“Miss TV Day.’ Winner will re- 
ceive up tu $35,000 in prizes, Wal- 
ter Schwimmer. prez of RF. and 
Chi Fair officials hope to make 








Nationally 


|this contest assume the importance 
‘of the Miss America contest -in 


Chico Marx Into Mon. Spot 


Atlantic City. Schwimmer is cur- 
rently dickering for a network shot 
‘of the finals. 
Deal calls for individual stations 
ito conduct at least six half-hour 
telecasts during the elimination 
contests, with femmes to first ap- 
pear in street clothes to demon- 
istrate talent, and later the same 
evening to don bathing suits to 
| show off their beauty. Weekly win- 
‘ners are siaranteed $250 in prizes 
by RF, and each city’s finalist -a 
minimum of $1.000 in awards. 

A total of 20 stations have 


(Continued on page 55) 


~ 


“y 


See rE San Se ne 
; i a hae 


lee 


4 


: 
: 
if 
8 
} 
! 


* 


. 








; 


a" 
we 





es Wednesday, July 12, 1950 














Business is booming at ABC Television ...17 brand- 


new sponsors, 17 exciting new.shows, in less than 


two weeks! Look at this list! 3 
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8:30-9:00 Fri. 


AMERICAN 
DAIRY ASSN 


(CAMPRELL-MITHUN) 


TV Teen Club 


8:00-8:30 Sat. 


+ 


General Mills 
(Doncer-Fitzgerald-Somple) 
The Lone Ranger... 
Thursday 7:30 - 8:00 
The Goodyear Tire 
ond Rubber Company 
(Young & Rubicam) 
Poul Whitemon Revue... 
Bundey 7:00-7:30 











Canada Dry Admiral Corp. Ronson Art Metal Works Blatz Brewing Co. 4 
J. M. Mathes) (Kudner Agency, inc.) (Grey Advertising) (Kastor, Farrell, Chesley & i 
20 Questions... Clifford) ; 
M & M Candies Friday 8:00-8:30 Roller Derby... . 
(William Esty Co.) P. Lorillard & Co. - Thursday 10:30 - 11:00 : 
Shoe (Lennen & Mitchell) oniete 
ae #4 en te) Kellogg Company Packard Motor Car Co. 
' ee (Kenyon & ‘Eckhordt) {Young & Rubicam) 
Holiday Hotel... 
Super Circus... Stop the Music... New Program 
Sundeoy 5:00-6:00 Thursday 8:00 - 9:00 Sunday 6:00 - 6:30 Thursdoy 9:00-9:30 
























BEST FOODS, INC, 


(EARCE LUDGIN & CO.) 








A motor-car manufacturer teams 
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Wednesday, July 12, 1950 





THE QUICK AND THE DEAD 
With Bob Hope, Helen Hayes, Paul 
Lukas, William L, Laurence, Bob 
Trout, others 
Writer-producer: Fred Friendly 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 
NBC last Thursday (6) night in- 
augurated a series of four docu- 
mentary programs featuring Bob 
Hope as “private citizen, taxpayer 
and public-spirited American” who 
with co-narrator William L. Laur- 
ence, science reporter for the New 
York Times, explores the atomic 
situation. 


Called “The Quick and_ the 
Dead.” it was an exciting docu- 
mentary that fascinated the lis- 
tener while divulging the history 
of the atom bomb in simple yet 
dramatic form 

Major credit for the program 
belongs to Fred Friendly, write: 
fand producer of the series, for a 
well-wrought exposition which in 


tegrated with a professional hand 
transcribed excerpts by actors and 
those who actually took part in 
the development of the bomb 
Hope's contribution, however. 
cannot be minimized. It was a 
sober-minded Hope who kept the 
theme rolling by his judicious ques- 
tions, with just the right degree 
of calmness and breeziness, yet at 
no time underselling the impor- 
tance of the documentary and its 
meaning. Of course, Hope’s words 
were written for him, as were 
Laurence’s as the co-narrator, yet 
a well-chosen professional surely 
could have heightened the value 
of the scientific answers that were 


handled by the N. Y. Times sci- 
ence expert. 

Friendly did a_ skillful job 
throughout. The “biography of 


the atom bomb” is one of the most 
exciting disclosures in centuries. 
and in dramatizing the story of 
the atom and the neutron he man- 
aged to vest it with a suspense that 
might have done justice to a su- 
perior thriller. The writing never 
became too technical, nor did it 
exceed the time limit Friendly set 
for himself when scientific explana- 
tions were in order. 

All in all, it was quite an achieve- 
ment to send even an elementary 
lesson in physics over the air and 
‘ring forth exciting dramatic fare. 

Rose. 


THE CASS DALEY SHOW 
With Cass Daley, Lurene Tuttle, 
Fred Howard, Willard Water- 
man; Robert Armbruster, musi- 
cal director; Arch Presby, an- 
nouncer 
Producer: Frank Kinsella 
Director: Frank Gill, Jr. 
Writers: Gene Stone, Jack Robin- 
son 
30 Mins.: Thurs., 9 p.m, 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 
The rusticity and standardfzed 
character of this situation comedy 
won't get many laughs in sophisti- 
cated households. By now this 
sort of small-town family misad- 
ventures is familiar, as is Cass 
Daley's characterization of the 
well-intentioned gal who tries to 
help others out, but only succeeds 
in fouling up the situation. There's 
the stock pattern of her trying to 
vamp her baker beau, but he’s 
only interested in jelly rolls, ete 
However, situation on the series 
opener Thursday (6) had a warm 
touch, in Miss Daley’s over-con- 
cern for her father, whom she 


fears is ready for the scrap heap | 


at 42. She uses her trick voice 
well, and among the more pleas- 
ing bits were her two songs. in- 
tegrated neatly into the action. 
Supporting cast did a nice job. 
Bril. 





DEEMS TAYLOR CONCERT 
Producer - Announcer: Duncan 

Pirnie 
30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:30 p.m. 
WOQXR, New York 

The versatile composer - critic. 
Deems Taylor, turns disk jockey 
tor this half-hour cross-the-board 
segment of classical music. Pro- 
gram offers a standard classical 
sxvogram with the comments and 
‘supplemental information supplied 
9” Tavlor. 

Stint is not unusual in the 
WQXR_ programming scheme. in 
which stress is laid on good music 
with dignified presentation. Tay- 
Jor, however, combines a charming 
delivery with interesting com- 
mentary to put the program a 
notch above the others of its kind. 

Time schedule allows for a 
maximum of three pieces, two of 
which are necessarily short. First 
show in the series featured 
Dvorak’s “Hutsitska Overture,” 
Chopin's “Fantasie Impromtu” 
and the Polka and Dance from 


Shostakovitch’s “Age of Gold” 
bailet. This gives Taylor plenty of 
room for comment but hardiv 


enough time for longer selections. 

Duncan Pirnie, who introduces 

Taylor and plugs the WQXR pro- 

— guide, maintains a dignified 
evel, both vocally and literally. 
Chan 


| bankrolled 


CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF 

LOWER BASIN STREET 
With Jane Pickens, Escourtiers, 

Henry Levine, Gene Hamilton 
Writer: Welbourne Keliy 
Director: Robert Adams 
36 Mins.; Sat., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 
NBC, from N. Y. 

After a six-year layoff, “Cham- 
ber Music Society of Lower Basin 
Street” has returned to NBC vir- 
tually intact. Some of the person- 
nel has changed, notably Jane 
Pickens in the spot originally held 
by Dinah Shore, but the overall 
impression is the same as of yore. 
Main cause for the evocation of the 
nostalgic regponse is not the per- 
formers, however, but Welbourne 
Kelly's program notes. Once again, 
Kelly is gently ribbing the mus!- 
cal stuffed shirts with his sophisti- 


cated, slightly precious commen- 
taries Gene Hamilton, the com- 
mentator on the original “Chamber 
Music Society” show, treats his 
lines scholarly without tipping off 
the jokers in Kelly’s verbal et- 
fluvia 


Musically, this is a firstrate ses- 
sion framed around Miss Pickens 
superlative singing style and Henry 


“Hot Lips” Levine dixieland com- 
bo Although tagging this as a 
hot jazz show would be a misno- 


mer since the music dished up is 
more polite than lowdown, this 
airer gives some refreshing imterp- 
retations of the ragtime classics 
Miss Pickens beats out solid vocals 
on “Alexander’s Ragtime Band,” 
“St. Louis Blues” and “I Can't 
Give You Anything But Love,” also 
skillfully foraying into the folk 
field with a rendition of ‘‘Blue Tail 
Fly.” The Escourtiers, male vocal 
sextet, furnished good choral back- 
grounds while Levine's slick crew 
beat out straight dixie instrumen- 
tals on ‘“‘Muskrat Ramble” and 
“Jingle Bells.””. There wasn’t a 
current plug tune in the neighbor- 
hood 

Arthur Fiedler, conductor of the 
Boston “Pops” Orchestra who 
guested on the preem show. blend- 
ed with the pervasively kidding 
tone illustrated by the description 
of Levine’s combo as “Basin 
Street's Barefooted Philharmonic.” 

Herm. 


TO BE IGNORANT 
Howard, Harry 

Lulu McConnell, 

George Shelton; Townsmen 

Quartet: music director, Tom 

Howard, Jr.; announcer, Richard 

Stark 
Writers: Tom 

Howard Howell 
Producer: Tom Howard 
Director: Edwin M. Marshall 
30 Mins.: Wed., 9 p.m. 

DE SOTO-PLYMOUTH DEALERS 
CBS, from New York 
(BBD & O) 

Off and on various nets since 
1943. “It Pays to Be Ignorant” re- 
turned to CBS Wednesday (5) 
by the De Soto-Ply- 
mouth dealers of America. Same: 
noisy, ‘harum-scarum quiz satire 
format prevails as in the past. 
Veepee in charge of dispensing 
corn is Tom Howard. He’s ably as- 
sisted in the fun-making by a panel 
comprising Harry McNaughton. 
Lulu McConnell and George Shel- 
ton. 

If dialers are interested in tired 
vaude wheezes and Joe Miller vin- 
tage gags. this half-hour stanza 
is their meat. 

Townsmen Quartet and a small, 
band conducted by Tom Howard. 
Jr. intervene at intervals evidently, 
to permit Howard senior and his 
cohorts to catch their breath. 
Panel's zany repartee and mutual 
insults undoubtedly comes within 
the scope of escapist entertainment 
to judge by the gusty studio 
laughter. But most stay-at-homes 
will find it decidedly wearing. 
Gilb. 


ir PAYS 
With Tom 
McNaughton, 


Howard, Ruth 


TALES OF TEXAS RANGERS 
With Joel McCrea, others 
Producer-director: Stacey Keach 
Writer: Irwin Ashkenazi 
30 Mins.; Sat. (8), 9:30 p.m. 
GENERAL MILLS 
NBC, from Hollywood 
_ (Knox-Reeves) 

Hopping on the western band- 

NBC 


wagon, has come up with 
rales of the Texas Rangers,” 
which has a semi-documentary 


flavor in that the cases are based 
on the Rangers’ files. Preem Sat- 


urday (8) spun an interesting yarn | 


which had a factual grounding in 
the setting up by Texas banks of 
| $5,000 rewards for dead bank rob- 
bers. That kind of offer. the 
Rangers felt, was an invitation for 
desperados to kill innocent men 
for the 5 G’s, and the tale con- 
_ cerned the tracking down of a pair 


of gunmen who pulled the ruthless | 


stunt. 

Filmstar Joel McCrea registered 
well as Ranger Jace Pearson, who 
will carry through the adventures. 
Plot was simply and directly han- 
died. and while the outcome wae 
never in doubt, it sustained inter- 

, Oak Brit 


WANTED 
| With Walter McGraw, 
Fred Collins, announcer 
Producer: McGraw Associates 
Director: McGraw 
Writer: Peg McGraw 
Music: Morris Mamorsky 
30 Mins.; Fri., 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from N. Y. 
NBC looks to have a contender 
for fall network sponsorship in 
this one. Produced by McGraw 


narrator; 


‘Associates, indie package agency, 


“Wanted” is an authentic crime 
documentary of actual criminals 
still at large, with the story dra-| 


matically told via recorded state- 
ments of people actually con- 
cerned Show ties in the listen- 
ing public by asking them to be 
on the lookout for the thugs and 
also. brings listeners into’ the 


search actively through a cross-tie 
with local newspapers, which each 
week. publish a photo of the crimi- 
nal 

Preem show, 
tory of bandit 


giving the case his- 
Willie Sutton, who 
is generally referred to now as 
Public Enemy No. 1, indicated that 
the program’s striving for authen- 
ticity is a bright idea. Participants, 
including various police officers, 
prison officials, porters and secre- 
taries of places robbed by Sutton, 
etc.. were evidently unrehearsed. 
Thus, their statements, while 
sometimes ungrammatical and 
sometimes comical (as with a 
femme bank teller from Queens, 
N. Y., with a Brooklyn accent) al- 
wavs sounded real. In fact, in a 
few cases they sounded so real 
that listeners might have got the | 
impression they were hearing pro 
actors 

Story was spun with as much 
dramatic impact as a fictional who- 
dunit, picking up Sutton’s career 
with the robbery of a Broadway 
jewelry store in 1930, carrying it 
through a couple of prison breaks, | 
more robberies and culminating | 
in his most recently-recorded | 
crime this year. Statements were 
recorded by the package outfit’s 
field men in all parts of the coun- | 
try and were well-edited for a 
fluid, punchy story, heightened by 
natural background noises’ for 
sound effects and a well-scripted | 
and read commentary by Walter | 
McGraw, head of the outfit. Lis- | 
teners were given a description of 
the criminal at the finale by an 
unidentified person claimed to be 
a pro stool-pigeon, who report- 
edlv insisted that his voice be dis- 
guised in order to escape any 
recrimination by Sutton. 

Program is somewhat similar to 
CBS’ “Somebedy Knows,” which 
preemed the preceding night. 
Latter show, however, dramatizes 
the crimes via pro thespers. 
“Wanted.” for better ratings. 
might adopt the CBS program's 
idea of offering a reward for in- 
formation leading to arrest and 
conviction of the criminal, Stal. 


CONFIDENTALLY YOURS 
With Jack Lait, Joseph Julian, 
Ethel Everett, Peter Capell, others; 

Bob Warren, announcer; Jack 

Miller orch. 

Producer: Richard McDonagh 
Director: Ed Downes 

Writer: David Harmon 

30 Mins.;: Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC, from New York 

Jack Lait, editor 
York Daily Mirror and a reporter 
for the past 50 years, recalls to 
memory some of his favorite crime 
stories in this half-hour weekly 
“crime-does-not-pay” stint. NBC 
has followed up his success with 
“New York Confidential” and “Chi- 
cago Confidential,” both written 
with Lee Mortimer, by calling the 
show “Confidentially Yours.” <Ac- 
tually, there’s nothing at all con- 
fidential about it, but it rates high 
in the category of true crime 
stories. 

Lait serves as a sort of narrator, 
telling something about the char- 
acters in his stories. He's given a 
big buildup at the beginning of 
the show, with the announcer tell- 
ing how close he is to the greatest 
criminals in the country. He 
breaks into the story once in the 


middle in his narrator role, and 
closes the show with some dry 
comment about the tale. 

First story in the series was 
about a gangster who, after his 
girlfriend helped him to escape 
from Devil's Island. helped turn 


her over to the police in return 
for some money promised him. 
Twist occurs when police find a 
murder gun he had hidden in the 
girls apartment while arresting 
her there. 

Material, which Lait supplies, is 
interesting. Dialog written by Bob 
Harmon is topnotch, emphasizing 
realism and a good deal of humor. 

Acting was good. Joseph Julian 
was sufficiently meansounding in 
his role as the double-crossing 
hood, while Ethel Everett was 
okay as a mean but lovesick girl- 
friend. Supporting roles were 
well done. Music by Jack Miller 
, band was appropriate, 


of the New, 


Chan, 4 


| BROADWAY'S CHILDREN 
(“The Ransom of Red Chief’) 


| With Brandon DeWilde, Myron Mc- 
Cormick, Louis Sorin, Humphrey | 
| Davis: Frederick DeWilde, nar- Producers-Writers: 


rator: Bert Wayne, anaouncer 
Writer: Harry Olesker 
Director: Jack Grogan 
| Producer; Richard Pack 
{30 Mins., Sun. (9), 1 p.m, 
| Sustaining 
| WNEW, N. Y 
Tae N.’ ¥. 
excellent idea in this new series— 
|to showcase the talents of Broad- 
| way legit’s youngsters. who quite 
likely will be the stars of tomor- 


‘CLOUD NINE 

| With Lon Saxon, Elaine Rodgers, 
Hal Stark, Art Peterson, Larry 
Alexander; Frank Smith orch 
Perry Wolff, 


| Charles Romine 

' 30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m, 
WRIGLEY 

CBS, from Chicago 
(Arthur Meyerhoff) 

, Off on a three-week net ride as 
'part of the Wrigley summer buy, 


indie. WNEW. has an'!§ “Cloud Nine,” WBBM sustainer, is 


/quite at home in the big league. 
'Show, blending some _ excellent 
| music with a gentle fantasy, makes 
for fresh, pleasant listening. 


Story is transported into land of 


row. This is also a propitious time . , A 
to sked such a series. because’ Make-believe via the mythical 
there has been a wave of brilliant |Cloud. On _ this stanza (7), tale 


youngsters on the boards this 
season 
Unfortunately, the idea didn’t 


moved to Paree and involved the 
pursuit of a beautiful French model 
by a transplanted American. Wispy 
story was nicely unfolded by musie 


come oft in the first of the series and dialog. 


that 

ducer 
Jack Grogan 
choice in eight-vear-old 
DeWilde, from “The Member 
the Wedding,” and gave him 


preemed Sunday (9) Pro- 
Richard Pack and director 
picked an admirable 
Brandon 
of 
ex- 


Although story line was well 
written, it plays a secondary role to 
the musical turns which really 
make the show. Expert thrushing 
by Lon Saxon and Elaine Rodgers 

neat arrangements by Frank 


cellent supporting talent in Myron Smith and WBBM-CBS orch high- 


McCormick and Louis Sorin. But 
the script they chose for the open- 
er was only mildly amusing and 
somewhat dated—the O. 
short story, “The Ransom of Red 
Chief.” Plodden dialog by Harry 
Olesker didn’t help, and good per- 


formance by the cast went to 
naught. 
The story was the yarn about 


the two sott-hearted con men who 
kidnapped an obstreperous child 
for ransom, and then found them- 
selves with the town terror on 
their hands. The brat played at 
Indians with them, madg their 
nights miserable, almost scalped 
them, and enjoyed himself 


hideaway. Script had more pos- 
sibilities than eventuated. 


Henry | Ca” and “You're Different.” 


| 


light the session. Miss Rodgers, 
taking the part of the model, rang 
the bell with “Comme Si, Comme 
Saxon 
scored with “La Vie en Rose.” 


In the thesping department, Hal 
Stark was strong as the visiting 
American and Art Peterson did 
nicely as the chief pilot of the 
magic carpet cloud. Larry Alex- 
ander was okay in his brief part. 

Dave. 


SOMEBODY KNOWS 
With Jack Johnstone, narrator; 
others 


SO | Producer: James L. Saphier 
| much that he had to be booted out! Director: Johnstone 
| before he'd go home from the| Writer: Sidney Marshall 


30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 


But Young DeWilde showed the, CBS, from Hellywood 


| real trouper he is with his imper- | 
and Me- | 


sonation of Red Chief. 
Cormick and Sorin were expert as 
the perplexed kidnappers. ,Mc- 
Cormick carried the major part of 
the support off with 
Sorin, without an 
change, was good Humphrey 
Davis made a brief bit as a taci- 
turn storekeeper stand out 

Bron. 


accent for a 


THE BLUE RIBBON SPORT 
KINGS 

With Don Ameche, Jack Drees 
Producer: William Warwick 
Director: Ralph Knowles 
37 Mins.: Sat., 4:30 p.m. (CDT) 
PABST SALES CO. 
NBC, from Chicago 

(Warwick & Legler) 


OF 


Built around a topflight schedule | 


of feature races at Chi Arlington 
and Washington tracks, this bang- 


tail session is sure to be a hit with | 


' the fans. With Don Ameche, a nag 

enthusiast himself. handling the 
|emceeing reins and expert turf 
| caller Jack Drees working the race, 
beer Company sponsor has a strong 
summer offering. 

Color is done by Ameche who 
sets the scene and 
celebs at the paddock. On show 
caught (8) which featured the Ar- 
lington Park Lassie Stakes. pic star 
showed his racing knowledge to 
good advantage in his 
take with jock Ken Church 
Harry Daniels, trainer of Your 
Host. Pleasant but perhaps less in- 
teresting to bangtail fans was his 
chatter session with Gloria Swan- 
son which dealt chiefly with Holly- 
wood talk. 

Actual race came at the end of 
the show with Drees following the 
fillies with 
for an excellent call. 

A few minutes of the early part 
of the show was given to Drees for 
a roundup of the latest baseball 


scores and sports bulletins—a good | 
racing broadcast. | 


addition to the 
Idea was handicapped, however, by 
the fact that N. Y. NBC special 
events department aired the same 
sports dope as a sustaining feature 
on net only about six minutes be- 
fore at end of preceding program. 

Commercials, with brief lead-ins 
by Ameche and Drees, were tran- 


“Somebody Knows” is CBS’ entry 
into the crime documentary sweep- 


stakes. In as a 13-week replace- 
ment for “Suspense,” the show 
|should corral most of that pro- 


flavor, while | 


gram’s audience during the sum- 
mer months and establish itself as 
a good bet for fall sponsorship. It 


| has an added audience lure in the 


interviews | 


give-and- | 
and | 


controlled excitement | 


scribed singing plugs that were 

short and punchy. Dave. 

CORRESPONDENTS’ 
SCRATCHPAD 

With Don Hollenbeck, editor-em- | 


cee: George Herman, Rex Davis, 
Howard K. Smith, Tony Craver 
various interviewees 
15 Mins.; Sat., 6:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 
| _ Behind-the-scenes stories that 
don't ordinarily hit the news pages 
were dusted off Saturday (8) by 
CBS News in “Correspondents’ 
Scratchpad.” Session is a collec- 
tion of several transcribed inter- 
views garnered by the net's cor- 
|respondents. Don Hollenbeck has 
| capably weided the program to- 
| gether with occasional explanatory 
/ comment. 
Patticularly interesting was cor- 


(Continued on page 34) 


$5,000 reward offered by Saphier 
and CBS each week to any person 
submitting clues or evidence lead- 


ing to the apprehension of the 
criminal, 

Series is to be based on actual 
unsolved murder cases, each of 
which is dramatized by a cast of 
professional actors. Thus. the ini- 
tialer last Thursday night (6) pre- 
sented the case of Mrs. Gladys 


| Kern, a Los Angeles woman mys- 
teriously killed by an unknown 
man to whom she was trying to sell 
some real estate. Show sounded 
authentic, with the story embroid- 
ered by actual street addresses, po- 
| lice records, ete. 

Honors for the preem go to Jack 

Johnstone, who did a fine job both 
as narrator and director. Cast, 
_ working with a well-penned script 
‘by Sidney Marshall. worked the 
story over thoroughly, achieving a 
good share of suspense and excite- 
ment. Story was broken down into 
many short bits and episodes but 
these were excellently bridged by 
Johnstone’s narration. That idea 
of fading his voice in over the ac- 
tors’ helped keep the yarn running 
tightly. 

Johnstone tied the listeners into 
the show aptly with a personal note 
that the criminal is still at large. 
| To protect anyone submitting info, 
Saphier has adopted a “secret wit- 
ness” plan through which the iden- 
tity of the informer can remain 
‘unknown even to police authorities. 
CBS marred the show slightly by 
injecting a lengthy plug for upcom- 
ing house packages at the midway 
spot, thereby almost breaking the 
mood of the story. Stal. 


SPORTS ROUNDUP 
With Ed Lange 
15 Mins.: Mon -thru-Fri., 6:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WROW, Albany 

The sports knowledge of Ed 
Lange, until recently a basketball 
and baseball star at Siena College, 
is not being properly tapped for 
his new program, on the basis of 
broadcasts heard. He stuck to 
wire reports and area sports pub- 
licity releases, making only one 
brief reference to a former Siena 
player now in organized baseball. 
Comments, in-person closeups, and 
interviews were conspicuously ab- 
sent, although it is understood 
Lange has conducted several of the 
last-named, 


| The commentary interview, and 
| play-by-play field would appear to 
| be his metier—certainly so far as 


| 


| 


basketball goes and probably base- 
ball, too. No one currently on the 
air hereabouts possesses Lange’s 
experience in the cage sport, and 
none has won such a reputation. 
Perhaps WROW is waiting until 
the fall to give him the gun. 


‘ Jaco. 
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it’s important that you hear 














THE QUICK 


THE DEAD 





AND 








Because this exciting NBC documentary series is radio’s first attempt to explain to 


the layman the true nature of the atom and hydrogen bombs. 


THE QUICK AND THE DEAD is not a glorified physics-made-easy course. It’s a sincere 


effort to inform...notalarm.. 


. the public about that tremendous force, atomic energy. 


Of the opening broadcast Jack Gould of The New York Times wrote: “... the first 


program was a brilliant use of the showmanship of the entertainment world to explain vividly 


and simply the most portentous undertaking of the world of science”, 


it’s important that you hear 








THE QUICK AND THE DEAD | 





JULY 13... .. THE A BOMB 


JULY 20 ..... THE H BOMB 


JULY 27... . . FROM HERE ON 





Produced by NBC News and Special Events Department - Written 


and Directed by Fred Friendly - Supervised by William F. Brooks 


with BOB HOPE - WILLIAM LAURENCE - PAUL LUKAS 
HELEN HAYES: And many of the principals in the atomic project 


thursday 8:00 p.m. E. D.T. NBC 


A service of the Radio Corporation of America 
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something of a tested formula— 
that of the sophisticated and ban- 
tering spouses who make with the 
light chatter as they chase the cdps 
and robbers—but it has appeal. 
Lynn Bari, a Hollywood actress 
making her TV debut, was ingrati- 
ating as the title-rolist while Don- 
ald Curtis made a good foil as her 
private eye hubby. Aithough the 
basic framework shows 
the preem Friday (7) floundered at 


times from some _ over-obvious 
clues and weak casting in a few 
roles. such as that of the juve sus- 
pected of murder and the police 
officer who turned out to be the 
killer. 

Stanza had a cute opening in 
Miss Bari’s shooting the alarm 
mlock. which quickly gets over the 


Intermingling of suspense with hu- 
mor. Story, involving a youngste! 
being hunted as a murderer, didn't 
completely jell, but it moved along 


and encompassed some _ pleasing 

by-play between Curtis and Miss 

Bari sril. 

THE WEB 

(“The Twelfth Juror’) 

With Jonathan Blake, narrator; 
Robert Pastene, John Shay, 
Edith King, Anna Minot, Cara 
Williams, Cliff Hall, others 

Producer-director: Franklin Heller 

Writer: Charles Robinson 

30 Mins.; Tues. (4), 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from New York 


Franklin Heller, who produced 


“The Trap” for CBS-TV, has a 
fair whodunit series in “The 
Web.” dramatizations of yarns by 


Mystery Writers of America mem- 
bers. which Embassy cigarets 
started backing last night (Tues). 
On the sustaining initialer a slick 
production was slowed down some- 
what by Charles Robinson's adap- 
tation of Vincent Starrett’s story, 
which left a lot of unanswered 
questions. lt was one of those 
bafflers which generate a_ great 
deal of suspense by virtue of their 
concealing some key pieces of the 
jigsaw puzzle, but even after the 
denouement there were some loose 
items lving around. In this script, 
involving one murder and a slay- 
ing in self-defense, there were 
some unsetiied details, such as the 
improbable coincidence of the 


promise, | 








killer turning out to be one of the 
jurors. 

Nevertheless the directing was 
good, including the use of the sub- 
jective camera as the twelfth 
juror, which involved the viewer 
in the judgment on a man’s guilt 
or innocence. There were other 
good production touches and some 
nice characterization which helped 
maintain interest. Robert Pastene 
was convincing as the juror-killer. 
with John Shay playing a nervous 
murderer and Anna Minot doing 
a neat job as a moll. Incidentally, 
Cliff Hall (quondam straight for 
Jack Pearl) had a bit as a juror; 
he has a spot on the first show of 
each series producer Franklin 
Heller does Program is a Mark 
Goodson-Bill Todman package 

Bril. 





Tele Followup 





found the 
Berle’s 


CBS-TV 


answer to 


have 
Milton 


might 
bucking 


“Texaco Star Theatre” on the rival 


NBC web. Getting set for the fall 
competition, CBS took its hour- 
long meller, “The Trap,” dressed 
it up with better production — 
anc 


with a new suspense motif 

moved it from its Saturday night 
spot into the Tuesday night at 8 
slot under the new tithe “Sure As 
Fate.” Web hopes the show in its 
new time will build enough of an 


audience so that it can compete 
favorably with Berle when his pro- 
gram resumes in the fall. If last 
week's (4) installment was any in- 
dication, CBS might succeed. 
Initialer under the new title was 


an exceptionally well-scripted 
adaptation by Mel Goldberg of 
Ernest Borneman’s ‘Tremolo Ac- 


tor Paul Lukas, spotted against an 
ethereal background, set the mood 
of the title with a simple narra- 
tion of how fate can change the 
lives of average people. Story told 
of a well-to-do young family in 
which a series of mysterious hap- 


penings led the husband to sus- 
pect his wife was cracking up 
mentally Denouement missed 


slightly by revealing the husband's 
mother as the perpetrator of the 
events in order to win her son's 
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1 USED To VISIT DOCTORS 
AND PROFESSORS BY THE SCORE 


BUT | HAVEN'T ANY MORE! 


1M NO LONGER AGGRAVATED 

NEVER GET UPSET OR SORE 

SINCE AUDIO-VIDEO MAKES MY RECORDINGS 
I'VE SHOWN R-A THE DOOR 





You too, will promptly show R-A the door, once you've 

experienced the advantages of Audio-Video's Personalized 

Recording and Editing Service. t's a smooth working, two 

point seperation: 

ADEQUATE EQUIPMENT .. . Insures Punctual Service! 

A battery of 13 High Quality Ampex Tape Recorders, pivs 

a line of Disc Recording Equipment eliminates those 

irritating delays. 

2. TOP FLIGHT ENGINEERING STAFF ."° . Certifies Quality! Each 
Engineer an outstanding Technician in his field; ofl with « 
wealth of Major Network Recording and. Editing Experience. 


* Recording 
Aggravation 


An alternately turbulent 

~ and sinking sensation in 
the pit of your stomach 
caused by excessive 
worry over the quality 
and punctual delivery of 
your recordings. 


R-A 











affection back, thereby trading 
again on the overworked “silver 
cord” theme. 

Cast, working under the smooth 


directorial touch of Yul Brynner, 
was excellent. John McQuade, a 
TV veteran, turned in a _ beauti- 
fully-shaded job as the doubtful 
husband and Luella Gear was 
standout as his wife. Mary Pat- 
ton, as the mother, was fine and 


Bobby Nick did a top job in a dit- 
ficult role as the moppet son. 
Ruth Hammond and Howard Wie- 
rum were equally good in lesser 


roles, Producer Jerry Danzig, 
who is CBS-TV’s associate pro- 


gram chief, mounted the show with 
expensive-looking accoutrements, 
including some fine sets by Henry 
May. 





NBC-TV’'s “Philco Playhouse” 
wound its current season Sunday 
night (9) with a soap opera-ish 
meller that had little to recom- 


mend it except some fine thesping 
by the small cast. Show was “The 
Tentacles,” adapted by H. R. Hays 
from a novel by Dana Lyon. Util- 
izing again that overworked theme 
of a son tied to the apron strings 
of a parent, this one worked a 
slight switch by having the father 
pull the strings, but it wasn't 
enough to overcome the overwork- 
ed motif. Young wife, after much 


struggling, finally succeeded in 
freeing her husband from his 
father’s bonds. As in previous 


Phileo shows which seemed to rush 
the last act to finish on time, there 
was insufficient motivation for the 
son's sudden switch in affections 
trom his father to his wife | 

Alfreda Wallace scored with an 
excellent characterization of the 
wife and Warren Stevens was just 
as good in the role of the husband. 
Marjorie Maud and John Seymour 
were standout as the parents. with 
the latter making a poignant scene 
out of the difficult climax when he 
realized he had lost the fight. E. G. 
Marshall was good in a lesser role, 
as the young cousin who befriends 
the wife. yordon Dufl’s direction 
was of top quality, while producer 
Fred Coe limned the show with the 
usual expensive-looking Philco ac- 
coutrements, 


“Bowery Music Hall” on WOR- 
TV sufférs from inept talent, writ- 
ing and overall conception. The 
ancient burlesque skits. backbone 
of the zany sections, failed to hold 
up on last week’s display There 
wasn’t enough of a kidding attitude 
to these bits to amuse modern 
audiences. 

Show, depicting a variety hall of 
the gaslit era, needs some 
modern conceptions of showman-, 
ship despite the period setting. The 
old wheezes and corny comedy miss 
the targets by wide margins. The 
majority of the performers aren't 
of network standard. Sole touches 
that hold up are Emerson Buckley's 
musical backing, the chorus line 
and the sets. Just why the pro- 
ducer comes on at the close of the 





show to take a bow isn't quite 
clear. 
Du Mont’s Saturday night 


“Cavaleade of Stars” has not at- 
tained top status as a variety ses- 
sion but it is proving to be a first- 
rate springboard for the come- 
dians who have been regulars on 
this show. Jack Carter and Jerry 
Lester are alumni of this airer 
and now Jackie Gleason is matric- 
ulating in the emcee spot here for 


the bigger things ahead. An ex- 
perienced musical comedy  per- 
former, Gleason displays talent 


and savvy before the TV cameras 
where he has appeared previously 
in various roles. On his debut as 
emcee of this show, Gleason was 
considerably better than his ma- 
terial, indicating that his comedy 
resources are larger than what was 
revealed. 

Gleason, in fact. was the single 
,highlight in a lack-lustre lavout. 
‘Opening the show with a conven- 
tional patter of gags neatly deliv- 
ered in a deadpan -style, he per- 
sonally scored in a series of skits 
with Hank Ladd, guest comic, and 
vocalist Rose Marie. Except for 
the surefire closing sequence re- 
volving around a nitery hat-check 
counter, Gleason’ unfortunately 
didn’t have much to work with. 
but he managed to come ‘up with 
some laughs. He was particularly 
strapped in a stale routine with 
Ladd. and a pallid song-and-dance 
hit with Rose Marie on “A-Razz- 
A-Ma Tazz” where that inevitable 
impersonation of Jimmy Durante 
cropped up again. 

Surrounding acts had a mixed 
quality. Opening ensembie ballet 
turn averaged out between some 
Classy hoofing by Evelyn Farney 
and some sadly off-key singing by 
the chorus. Rose Marie delivered 
a. couple of songs with enthusiastic 
mannerisms, while the DeCastro 
Sisters rendered a Latin-American 
number with jarring torso-twisting 
antics. Ladd Lyon’s§ acrobatic 
furn, in which he selects a plant 
in the audience to perform some 
ibalancing stunts, clicked solidly, 








Price-Cutting 
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sized cabinets which, according to 
DuMont execs, makes it feasible 
for homes as well as public places. 


RCA teed off its new line with 
a fullscale teaser campaign, re- 
volving avound the ‘‘MP” slogan. 
Label was revealed to mean “mil- 
lion proof,” signifying that RCA 
sets are wow in use in 1,000,000 
U.S. homes. With its tube sizes 
ranging from 1214-inch to 19 inch- 
es, RCAs_ prices range from 
$159.95 for a 1214-inch table model 
to $695 for a 19-inch combination 
console, including AM and FM ra- 
dio and iwo record players, one 
for the company’s own 45 rpm 
disks and the other for the 331% 
and 78 rpm records. Illustrating 
RCA’s price-cutting, the firm is of- 
fering a 12!5-inch console combi 
nation at $299.50. Two years ago 
RCA had 2 10-inch table model at 
the same price. 


Sparking RCA’s new line Is a 
top-budgeted ad campaign under- 
taken bv Bruno-N. Y., its metro-, 


politan N. Y. distributor. Outfit has 
ordered a 16-page special section 
in the N. Y. Times Sunday (16), 
which the Times says represents 
the largest single space sale ever 
made to one advertiser. Section is 
to be preceded throughout the 
week by large ads in all N. Y. 
dailies calling attention to _ it 
About 1.500.000 extra copies have 
been orde-ved for delivery to other 
dealers. 

Besides its 
Mont’s price range runs from 
$249.95 for a 17-inch table model 
to about $1,500 for its 19-inch de- 
luxe combination console. In addi- 
tion to TY, AM and FM radio and 
a three-speed record changer, the 
set also sncludes a_ tape-recorder. 
which can by turned on and off au- 
tomatically via a special built-in 
clock. Other manufacturers dis- 
closing their new models this week 
included General Electric, whose 
prices will start at $199 for a 14- 
inch table model, and TeleKing. 
which will have sets ranging from 
a 12'4-inch table model! at $139.95 
to a 19-inch combination console 
at $299.95 


30-inch job, Du- 
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| ener 
creased in order to maintain the 
current quality of CBC programs 
and. as much as passible, the free- 


dom from commercial announce- 
ments, 
The Parliamentary Committee 


also pointed out in its report that, 
apart from cutting CBC services, a 
plan must be effected whereby the 
CBC must provide a service in cer- 
tain parts of Canada which receive 
no radio service or, at best, desul- 
tory coverage. Whether this finan- 
cial outlay will conflict with the 
new TV necessity, coupled with 
money needs, is a factor that will 
also require immediate discussion 
but is presently being sidestepped. 
The report contains no recommen- 
dations on how additional funds 
may be raised but the suggestion 
that the CBC be immediately 
granted $650,000 for this year's 
needs has been granted. 

The general opinion of the Par- 
liamentary Committee is that the 
publiciv-owned radio system in 
Canada must be _ provided with 
working capital and that ‘“‘what- 
“ever method may be adopted to 
put sufficient funds into the hands 
of the CBC, it should be one under 
which the independence of the 
CBC is assured.” The belief is that 
the Canadian people want “a truly 
national broadcasting system.” and 
that there must be no cutting of 
services, but rather Dominion-wide 
extension. 


‘Dolores Gray, 












Quick & The Dead’ 
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with requests pouring in from non- 
NBC stations for permission to 
carry it. The network will give it 
the widest possible circulation, 
with plans under way for an RCA 
album of the four-part series, spe- 
cial transcriptions for educational 
use, and likelihood of a repeat se- 
ries on the web. 

Total outlay for the series, it’s 
estimated, runs to about $10,000. 
exclusive of the advance promo- 
tion given the show by the- sta- 
tions. In one instance, an adver- 
tising agency in Providence took a 
quarter-page ad in the dailies to 
promote the program. That's the 
home town of Fred Friendly. pro- 
ducer and writer of the series. 





) ‘HOLIDAY IN PARIS’ TV 


SERIES FILMED ABROAD 


A series of 13 shows called “Holi- 
“ = . 

day in Paris” with top French and 
American headliners is being 
filmed at the Radio-Cinema stu- 
dios. Chaumont, France, for export 
to U. S. for video performances. 
Series to cost $135,000, will have 
who headlined 
the London edition of “Annie, Get 
Your Gun” and Hugh Shannon, 
U. S. cafe singer, as stars. Sur- 
rounding toppers will include 
Edith Piaf, Suzy Solidor, Charles 
Trenet, Compagnons de la Chan- 
son and Danny Dauberson. 

Show is being produced by Tele- 


Films of Paris in association with 
the Swiss firm, C C. Cineto- 
graphique S. A., of Basle. Nasirt 


Productions, Ine., of N. Y., will be 
U. S. sales rep. 








~ DuMont Sat. Buy 


_—_me Continued from page 27 
a change in fare will be lured to 
the Garden sports. 

While the starting time of the 
Garden pickup each Saturday 
night has not been finalized, it is 
expected that DuMont will tee off 
at 8:30 or 9 p.m., depending on the 
event. As a result, the web is 
shifting its “‘Cavaleade of Stars” 
vaudeo show from its present Sat- 
urday night at 9 slot to Friday 
nights from 10 to 11. Latter show, 
now aired on 18 DuMont affiliates, 
is bankrolled by 10 different drug 
chains throughout the country. 

Web currently is lining up sev- 
eral new programs for early Sat- 
urday evening to lead into the Gar- 
den pickups, on the theory that an 
audience already tuned to a Du- 
Mont channel will stick with it for 
the sports parade. Whether that 
will mean shifting to new times or 
dropping “Dinner Date” and “In- 











side Detective.’ now aired by the 
web from 8 to 9 p.m. Saturdays, 
has not been determined. 
| INS-TV 
| 
auummms Continued from page 27 
to theatres. concert halls, schools, 
etc 

First series, which has been com- 
pletely scored. includes 39 pro- 


grams plaved by the Santa Cecilia 


Svmph of Rome under the baton 
of Jacques Rachmilovich. Bronston 
plans to add at least 40 new sub- 
jects to the series each year. All 
lensing has been done in both 
color and black and white. in case 
the switch to color video is made 
soon. Bronston has incorporated 


special closeups and other camera 
effects to heighten the impact of 
the music. 

Deal for the syndication rights 
marks a greater move into TV by 
INS and International News Pho- 
which have hitherto confined 
most of their TV activities to pro- 
viding newsreels, still photos and 
other material for news shows. 


tos, 








TELEVISION 


Currently 


CLUB BALI, Detroit 


“Love Goes Around On 
a Merry Go Round” 


on RCA-Victor 








You Should Know!! 
The TOP RATED 
Half Hour 
Dramatic Show 
on Channel 9 
Ils WRITTEN AND 
DIRECTED by 


HAL CRANTON 
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Star of 


TOP recording star in Europe. Just completed a_ sensational 
His records have sold in the mil- tour of the continent. 
lions. 

Press Relations: Personal Management: 
SIDNEY ASCHER ASSOCIATES JOSEPH CAROL 


LOngacre 5-6397 
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ENZO DE MOLA 





‘WORLD'S 
GREATEST 
VOICE’ 


Said Former King Victor Emmanuel 




















Stage — Records — Radio — Television 


Destined to become America’s 
favorite delineator of popular 
songs in English — French. — 
Spanish — Italian. 


Business Manager: 
JOSEPH RAYMOND 
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respondent George Herman’s con- 
versations with Formosa governor 
K. C. Wu, followed by some man- 
in-the-street chitchat with two 
anonymous Formosans. Princeton 
educated, Wu said he feared no 
Communist infiltration and ex- 
pressed confidence in the people's 
loyalty. On the other hand, the 
Formosans emphasized that they'd 
take Communism as the “lesser of 


two evils.” Other, of course, is 
Chiang Kai Shek. 
In an effort to hold the atten- 


tion of all sections of the listening 
public, Hollenbeck also inserted a 
pickup of a British labor meet, a 
talk with a tiger hunter as well as 
an interview with the St. Louis 
Card's manager who discussed 
pennant race. By far the best 
the Formosa discourse. If ““Scratch- 
pad” can probe under the surface 
as deeply in future shows as it 
did last Saturday, it’s bound to win 
a wide following. Gilb. 


the 


Wadas 


THE NEWSPAPER GAME 

With Allyn Edwards, moderator: 
Basil Rathbone, Betty Forsling, 
Bruno Shaw, Joseph Durso 

Producer: Dick Pack 

Director: Jack Grogan 

30 Mins.: Sun., 5 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WNEW, N. Y. 

An interesting and informative 
discussion of current and recent 


news is provided by this half-hour 
panel quiz. A four-man panel, three 


journalists and one guest from an- 
other field, is given one of the “five 


w’s” which go into the lead para- 
graphs of a newspaper story— 
what, who, where, when and why. 
The panel must supply the other 
*“W’s” to complete the story of the 
event. For example, a recording 
of “Music, Music, Music’ was 
played, and the panel filled in the 
story of the English sexton, who 
last week played the song on the 
church bells during the collection 
and was fired for it. 

Questions are based mostly on 
recent events, although an occa- 
sional historical question pops up. 
Humorous events are used, too, giv- 
sag the program a good deal of in- 
formality. And out of deference 
to the “amateur” guest, a question 
in his field is asked. With Basil 
Rathbone. currently in the arena 
version of “Julius Caesar,” the 
guest, two different recordings of 
Mare Antony’s funeral oration 
were played, with the panel re- 
quired to identify the play, the ac- 
tor, and the time he appeared in it. 
In the course of the program, the 














Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O’CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 


(Universal-international) 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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panel manages to supply interest- 
ing incidental information. Panel 
maintains a high standard, conver- 
sationally and _  information-wise. 
Allyn Edwards is an excellent mod- 
erator, maintaining discussion on 
interesting topics and moving to 
another question when conversa- 
tion lags. Chan. 





THE LINE-UP 


With Bill Johnstone, Joseph 
Kearns, others 

Writers: Morton Fine, David 
Friedkin 


Producer-director: Elliott Lewis 
30 Mins.: Thurs., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Hollywood 

“The Line-up,” new whodunit 
series which preemed on the CBS 
network Thursday (6) night, 1s in 
for eight weeks as summer replace- 


ment for “FBI in Peace and War.” 
It projects to the radio audience 
inside stuff on police’ lineups, 
wherein criminal suspects are 


paraded before detectives and vic- 
tims for identification and eventu- 
ally are made to pay for their mis- 
deeds. 

However, aside from the lineup 
angle, format of this initialer, 
which might have been captioned 
“The Baby-Sitter Killer,” hewed to 
the traditional whodunit pattern 
Capsule melo dealt with a man 
hunt for a killer who had been 
polishing off teenage gal baby-sit- 
ters. At the outset a mother of 
one of the victims positively iden- 
tified an elderly crackpot in the 
lineup as the man who had been 
ogling her daughter. 

After some slick sleuthing the 
cops bagged the real culprit, a 
young college guy hiring out as a 
guard in the town swimming pool, 
who seemingly justified his actions 
by claiming the youngsters tempted 
him with their scanty attire and 
flirtatious ways. After leading 
him on they wanted to powder 
out—and he had to kill them to 
silence them, 

Story was unraveled 
penseful manner, without tele- 
graphing the denouement, and 
held attention all the way, thanks 
to Morton Fine and David Fried- 
kin’s compact script and Elliott 
Lewis’ tight direction. Bill John- 
stone and Joseph Kearns turned 
in good jobs as the sleuths who 
ferreted out the murderer and 
supporting cast was adequate in 
respective assignments. Edba. 


in a sus- 





Transcription Review 








OPPORTUNITY UNLIMITED 
Writer: Lillian Schoen 
Director: Martin Andrews 
15 Mins.; Sustaining 
WXKW, Albany 

Thirty stations in New York 
State were broadcasting one or 
both of the dramas in the “Oppor- 
tunity Unlimited” series last week, 
to mark the fifth anniversary of 
the Ives-Quinn law banning dis- 
crimination in employment because 
of race, creed, color or national 
origin. Certain of the broadcasts 
are being followed by interviews 
or panel discussions in which mem- 





; Hour; 


\from the front. 
|ers are being sent to the war zone 
| because of the lack of direct broad- 








bers 
Against Discrimination, or of local 
advisory councils, participate. | 


WXKVW spotted “The Case of John-| 


ny Wilson” July 6 at 9:45 p.m., 
following the Original Amateur 
and “The Case of Frieda 
Goldstein” is due at the same hour 
July 13. 

The first dramatization has the 


/most pertinence for show business. 


It dramatizes a case in which a 
Negro highschool boy was refused 
employment as an usher by a large 
New York film theatre and later 
was hired through the intervention 
of the State Commission. The 
second deals with the refusal of a 
big finanee company to hire a Jew- 
ish girl as bookkeeper and a later 
reversal of stand, through efforts 
of the Commission. Both are fac- 
tual, although fictitious on names. 
Platters announced that a perma- 
nent policy of hiring qualified Ne- 


groes, in the first instance. and 
qualified Jews. in the second, re- 
sulted (film palace now has 16 Ne- 


gro employees) 

Transcriptions are educational, 
expository and exhortative; they 
have a message delivered with di- 
rectness rather than sublety. Con- 
sidering the N. Y. State Radio Bu- 
reau’s limited budget, a creditable 
acting and _ production job is 
achieved. Noticeable in spots is 
overspeed and unevenness in dia- 


log. Writer Lillian Schoen and di- 

rector Martin Andrews have turn- 

ed out documentaries for ABC. 
Jaco. 





| 
| 
News Programs | 
\__——— Continued from page 21 ————| 
Costello and Bill Downs, who join- 
ed Pepper Martin. 
NBC has dispatched Bill Dunn 
its Korea correspondent, with 
Mr. and Mrs. George Thomas Fol- 
ster covering Tokyo. The web has 
increased its news staff to 56 men, 
although little expansion was need- 


as 


ed since most of its foreign staff- | 
‘improve beyond the highly satis- 


ers were kept on after,the war to 
handle teevee news film. ABC has 
added a stringer in Korea, bring- 
ing its lineup of staffers and string- 
ers to 30—seven more than it had 
during World War II. 

Mutual has added Pat Michaels 
and Jack Reed to its reps in the 
battle area, supplementing Walter 
and Edith Simmons. News veepee 
Abe Schechter reports an influx of 
letters to affiliates commending its 
expanded coverage. MBS’ UN se- 
ries Sunday (16) will include rec- 
ords from UN sessions on Korea 
as well as direct reports from the 
Orient. 

San Francisco newsrooms of the 
webs have been placed on 24-hour 
basis to process material coming 
Mini-tape record- 


cast facilities. NBC has set up a 
listening post in Tokyo to monitor 
North and South Korean broad- 
casts and has reestablished its post 
in Gotham to monitor Radio Mos- 
cow. 

NBC, the only web which gath- 
ers its own tele news film, has one 
staff and three cameramen at the 
front. Most video stations. in an 
effort to keep up with AM’s war 
flashes, are skedding bulletins be- 
tween programs. 


of the State Commission. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Competing stations are helping plug Norman Brokenshire, who's 
marking his 27th anni in radio this week and also switching from WNBC 


to WJZ, ABC’s Gotham key. 


Brokenshire is guesting with Joe O’Brien 


and Jerry Shard on WMCA, Biil Williams on WOV, Hal Tunis on WOR- 


TV and Ted Steele on WPIX. 


Tex and Jinx McCrary of WNBC and 
Ted Husing of WMGM will also give him plugs. 


In return Brokenshire 


is cross-plugging his guest appearances via his two WJZ shows, from 


4-4:30 and from 6:30-7 p.m. 
his Sunday 11:15-11:30 p.m. show. 


He's also got a sponsor, Acousticon, for 


Andre Baruch is taking over the cross-the-board 9:30-10 a.m. spot 
Brokenshire vacated on WNBC, with a stanza of Bing Crosby disks, 
Stint marks a turn of the wheel for Baruch, who was Crosby’s first 
announcer when the Groaner started 20 years ago. 


NBC, incidentally, has launched 


its first disk jockey stanza on the 


network, Wayne Howell having started an afternoon half-hour show last 


Saturday (8). 


Airer will be used to plug other shows on the web. 


American Cancer Society will resume its script service in the latter 
part of August, as part of its concept that year-round public education 


is as important as the annual fund-raising effort. 


Plan calls for pro- 


ducing minute statements by cured cancer patients, station breaks and 


ACS 
America 


scripts 
**Music 


is also prepping a 


Loves,” and 


series of 13 quarter-hour 
a cycle of 


waxers, 


13 dramatic shows. Tele sta- 


tions will be offered a set of six slides and a 20-second trailer. 
Earl Hamner, Jr., of McCann-Erickson’s copy department is joining 
Walter King’s AM-TV department to work on the project. 


New “Voice of America” program, “With a Recording Van Through 
America,” is a growing success in Germany, according to State Depart- 


ment. 
June. 
“Voice” reporters by cars, train 


interviews with housewives, workers, students and farmers. 


Show has been broadcast to Germany Friday nights since mid- 


and plane cover the U. S., taping 
They are 


then broadcast in Germany, together with a running translation. The 
program has the average American discussing phases of life in this 


country, 
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of future developments, the report 
said that “‘the CBS system has 
progressed furthest toward full re- 
alization of its potentialities, with- 
in the confines of the field sequen- 
tial system. It not likely, for 
example, that the color fidelity will 


is 


factory state now achieved. 


“The CTI system, being less 
fully developed, has somewhat 
greater possibility of future im- 
provement, particularly with re- 


spect to correction of faulty regis- 
tration and small area color dis- 
tortions, and the development of 
convertible receiver circuits using 
a tri-color tube. But in other re- 
spects the CTI system cannot rea- 
sonably be expected to overcome 
certain inherent limitations im- 
posed by the choice of scanning 
method. ... 

“The RCA system also has con- 
siderable opportunity for improve- 


ment within the confines of the 
scanning standards proposed for 
this system. The registration of 


the color images, and the balance 
of the color vaiues in both large 
and small areas can be expected to 
improve’ substantially with  ad- 
vances in camera design. Convert- 
ible circuits, to convert existing 
sets to color, using the tri-color 
tube and auxiliary components, 
can be developed.” 

The report said that “principal 
importance should be attached to 
those fundamental capabilities and 
limitations which relate to the 
choice of scanning method. 
Other factors, relating to the pres- 





Claim TV Color Ready 


Continued from page 27 — 








ent performance and costs of ap- 
paratus, deserve consideration, but, 
in the opinion of the committee, 
such matters should take second 
place in the technical assessment 
of the systems.” 

In vetoing the adoption of mul- 
tiple standards, the committee 
urged that a decision (on stand- 
ards) be made on the basis of tests 
conducted prior to commencement 
of the service. “Moreover,” the re- 
port said, “these analyses and tests 
are well under way and the final 
decision can be made without un- 
warranted delay.” 

Members of the committee, in 
addition to Dr. Condon, are Donald 
G. Fink, editor of Electronics; 
Stuart L. Bailey, Washington con- 
sulting engineer; Dr. William L. 
Everitt, dean of engineering of the 
U. of Illinois; and Dr. Newbern 
Smith of the Bureau of Standards. 


———_——_——————————_— —— — | 





“MORTY" 
Currently 


SHEA'S THEATRE 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 





























We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


DR. CALDWELL 

KOLYNOS TOOTHPASTE 

METRO GOLDWYN MAYER 

OLSON RUG COMPANY 

PURITY’S TASTEE BREAD 

STANBACK HEADACHE 
REMEDY 


SULPHA 8 

PURITY’S GRENNAN CAKES 
B. C. REMEDY 

BLONDEX 

BORDEN’S INSTANT COFFEE 
CAMEL CIGARETTES 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont-affiliate. 


WJBK-AM « TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS 527 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, ELCORADO. 5-2455 
Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY. ENC. 





| American 
| Canuck supporting 
| that point, this evidenced by last 


|some Canadian theme or 





“Ford's CBC Show 














| Continued from page 23 
son (and TV stations in Canada not 
scheduled for operation until the 
fall of ’51), the motor-makers de- 
cided to retain their Canadian list- 


ening audience by taking a gamble 
on a sponsored one-hour weekly 
drama series that had never been 
done here before. On Savage's in- 
sistence that he be given a free 
hand in creating a Canadian com- 
mercial radio theatre, using noth- 
ing but Canadian talent rather than 
guest-stars with a 
cast, he won 


season’s success and the re-inking 
of the pact. 

With new series commencing 
Oct. 6, Savage will again have to 
depend upon American writers, 
though he prefers originals from 
Canadian authors and the usage of 
locale. 
Presumably unable to get these in 
any quantity, Savage has tipped off 
agents that he will be at the Algon- 
quin, N. Y., on July 17, for five 
days, to line up possible material. 





Cincinnati — Malcolm 


Richards, 
locally 


popular for a _ four-year 
jockey stretch on WCPO, joined 
WSAI this week to fill a three- 
hour a.m. slot. He left Cincy five 
months ago to twirl platters at 
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WJBK, Detroit 


<< 






prepared to give you—the advertising agency 
and the tv package producer—a half-hour produc- 
tion video recording: complete with studios, cameras 
and all necessary equipment, experienced, profes- 
sional engineers, scenery, lights, even a director. . . 
and three hours camera rehearsal time—all that you 
need to get a 16mm sof print of your show. The 
price? ,. . $400 COMPLETE! 


announcing 
the opening of a new 
cinescope studio organization, 





CinesCo, Incorporated, is also fully 
equipped and eminently qualified 
to take your “idea” and produce 
it from script to kinescoped film; 
do direct film shooting utilizing all 
our facilities for top film work oat a 
TV sensible price. 


CLAY YURDIN ROBERT MUSIL 
LEONARD BECKMAN 





CinesCo., inc., 95-26 Sutphin Bivd., Queens, N. Y. 


OLypmia 8-8800 
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KC Link With East 
TV Set for Sept. 30: 


Kansas City, July 11. | 

Network television shows by. 
live cable are due here beginning 
Sept. 30, according to word re- 
ceived last week from NBC and the | 
A. T. & T. by WDAF-TV, the Kan- 
sas City Star video outlet. Along | 
with notice of the completion date | 
for the cable, Dean Fitzer, general | 
manager of the video station, said | 
that programming may be stepped 
up to begin as early as 2 p.m. 
daily. The station currently oper- 
ates evening hours only, beginning 
at 6 p.m. 

First live show likely will be the 
Notre Dame-North Carolina foot- 
ball game Sept. 30, according to 
announcement from the _ Star. 
WDAF-TV is taking five games via 


the DuMont net. The cable also 
is expected to make _ available 
shows from CBS, ABC and Du- 


Mont as well as NBC. 

The new network link also will 
bring live shows to Omaha. Daven- 
port and St. Paul. The link be- 
tween Chicago, Davenport and 
Omaha will be by microwave re- 
lay, while the Kansas City link is 
a coaxial underground cable from 


Omaha. | 





WOW-TV’s Oct. 15 Hookup 


Omaha, July 11. 
WOW-TV, local video~ outlet, 
will receive NBC network pro- 


grams live for the first time start- 
ing Oct. 15. Station will be hooked 
on to an exclusive Chicago-to- 
Omaha NBC circuit. 

American Telephone & Tele- 
graph’s coaxial cable link to 
Omaha, meanwhile, is expected to 
be opened for service starting 
Sept. 30. 





St. Louis—Bob Hille, gabber at 
KXOK, copped the golf champion- 
ship from others of the station 
and KXOK-FM. Hille bested El- 
mer Muschany, production direc- 
tor; Ralph Gentles, public rela-| 








RCA Rebuttal 


Continued from page 27 








noring the problem broadcasters 
, would face with an incompatible | 
/system. It also questioned the | 
importance CBS attached to its | 


| convertibility. 
to suppose conversion is practical, 
RCA asserted, and anyway when 


tri-color tubes are available con- | 


version would be “just as practi- 
cal” with the RCA system as with 
the Columbia. 

CBS, 
that RCA’s findings are 
face clearly 


“on their 
self-contradictory, in- 
complete and superficial.” RCA 
hash’t been complying with FCC 
requirements for public reaction 
tests, said CBS, and now in its “so- 
called” findings, it “has completed 
the pattern of its cavalier treat- 
ment of the Commission itself, of 
color, and of the issues before the 
commission. It has persisted to 


the last in its attempt to prevail , 


and to forestall CBS color by such 
casual treatment of the issues and 
the commission’s instructions.” 


CBS Yanks 


Continued from page 27 =! 























programs off for the summer is 


| also the web’s reluctance to dissi- 


pate available story properties at 
a time when viewing traditionally 
slumps. With a number of new 
dramatic shows scheduled for the 
fall to join those which were aired 
last year, the TV nets fear a short- 
age of material that will be even 
more acute than it has been in the 
past. By dispensing with the 
three shows this summer, conse- 
quently, CBS hopes to line up a 


| backlog of properties for its spon- | 
| sored shows next season. 





Tigers’ Kin TV Show 


Detroit; July 11. 


WJBK-TV has skedded a week- | 


ly, half-hour program featuring | 


There’s no reason | 


in its reply brief, charged | 


‘Hit Parade’ to Follow 
Sat. Nite Revue,’ If Click 


| NBC television, forging another 
link in its Saturday night program- 


, ming plans for the fall, has tenta- | 
tively set the video version of. 


| “Lucky Strike Hit Parade” to take 
over the 10:30 to 11 slot, if the pro- 
| gram’s trial run this summer proves 
‘successful. Show would follow 
| the web’s top-budgeted, two-and-a- 
| half hour “Saturday Night Revue,” 
| which resumes in September on a 
multi-sponsorship basis. 

“Hit Parade” teed off on TV 
Monday night (10). For its test, 
NBC and BBD&O, which handles 
the Lucky Strike account, plan to 
air it three more times, alternating 
it with “Lights Out” in the Mon- 
day 9 to 9:30 p.m. period. 
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public and will deliver maximum 
listeners at the lowest practical 
cost. We know that the advertiser 
is concerned with his total costs, 
and if we can provide time and 
talent combined at a lower price 
through our program development, 
we will be helping to preserve the 
present economic structure of net- 
work broadcasting. 

“Nevertheless, the time will in- 
evitably come when radio’s facili- 
ties rates will have to be reap- 
praised and adjusted in order that 
it can continue in good economic 
health. I do not know just when 
that time will come, but such an 
adjustment will have only one ob- 
jective—to keep the cost of adver- 
tising on radio in a proper rela- 
tion to its yalue, so that no other 
medium can 
tiveness at its cost. So long as 
| sound broadcasting retains this ad- 
| vantage, it will live and grow and 
|have advertising support. ; 





| New Haven — Richard J. Mona- 
|}han, Marine combat vet of two 
Pacific invasions, has taken on 


match radio’s effec- | 


| 52 weeks. 








Tele Chatter 








New York 


Henry S. White, until now asso- 


ciate director of CBS-TV _ pro-! Karns show. 


| 


} 


grams, named radio and TV busi- | 


ness manager for the web... New| 
weekly hour-long talent search | 
show, titled “Stairway to Star- 


dom,” teeing off tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) via WATV, Newark . 
Jack Carter to Europe, where he’ll 
guest on BBC-TV in London. His 
NBC show in the fall will originate 
from the Hudson theatre, N. Y., 
instead of Chicago Writers 
for Television, agency specializing 
in the marketing of TV scripts, 
formed in N. Y. by Barbara 
Stanger, formerly with the Comp- 
ton agency ... In line with the 
tie between the N. Y. Daily News 
and the Chicago Tribune, the 
News’ 
of three documentary films on the 
recent trip to Europe of the Trib’s 
publisher, Col. Robert R. McCor- 
mick ... David Shaw was writer 
on “‘Zone of Quiet,” aired last 
week on CBS-TV’s “Comedy Thea- 
tre” ... Buck Forker, until now 
program promotion chief of WPIX, 
named ad manager of the station 

. Jim Owens has joined DuMont 
web as sales service representative 

. Clinton Foods Co. inked for 


WPIX is running a series | 


{industry for 


13- -weeks’ sponsorship of DuMont's | 


“Susan Adams’ Kitchen.’ 

“TV-Radio New Program Serv- 
ice,” weekly bulletin listing data 
on new shows available for pack- 
aging, will be launched by Mitchell 
C. Hodges on Aug. 1. 
will be info on title, running time, 
format, estimate on cost, whether 
scripts or platters are available, 
etc. 


Diane Werfel, ex-N. Y. Board 
of Education, new production su- 
pervisor of DuMont’ S Roscoe 
Joe Field, Comp- 
ton publicity director, left yester- 


| day (Tues.) for Coast. to work on 
| fall campaign for Procter & Gam- 


ble’s “Fireside Theatre.” 


Hollywood 

William Elliott is projecting a 
series of half-hour western films 
for television, to augment his regue 
lar motion picture program, 
Saddle star has just finished a 
pilot reel and plans to sandwich 
in telepix between his theatrical 


films ... Dr. Josef Ranald has com- 
pleted two 15-minute’ vidfilms 
tagged “Your Revealing Hands.” 
Ranald expects to complete a 


series of pix by Aug. 1...KLAC- 
TV is instituting a double feature 
night as an alternate with its 
telensing of the Hollywood Stars 
baseball games ... Ron Ormond 
is launching remaining seven tele- 
vision films in his package of 13, 
which are being made _ under 
“Tales of Famous Outlaws” head- 
ing. Lash LaRue stars and Fuzzy 
St. John is featured ... Jean Yar- 
brough leaves the motion picture 
three months to 
handle television chores. Yar- 
brough has been set to direct the 
“Beulah” show which is being 
filmed for fall TV’Ing 


—, 


Chicago 
CBS v.p. Les Atlass 





Chi and 


Included | phil Wrigley scanned Gene Autry’s 


six vidpix at a private WBKB 
screening. Film star and agent 


| Mitch Hamilburg also sat in... ., 


Danny O’Neil headlining cross-the- 


Puppeteers Cora and Bill Baird board quarter hour strip on WGN- 


to Martha’s Vineyard for 


vacation after kinescoping advance | Grand Central 


“Snarky Parker’ shows for CBS- 


week’s | TV which bowed Monday (10) for 


Motors. Charlie 
Gries, pianist, featured in the show 


TV. ... Blatz beer has renewed | produced by Shep Chartoc and 


lachs ‘he’s a WNBT director) have | 


named their second child, born| sor on Herbie Mintz’s 


| 


Monday (10), Gregor Leigh. 


‘the Roller Derby on ABC-TV for} Don Cole. 
. The George Wal- | Chemical Co. 


. Consolidated Royal 
(Kranks Shave 
Cream) is new participating spon- 
“Gone, But 


Not Forgotten” strip on WNBQ. 


tions head; John White, William : . bs : the post of commercial manager Amthony Hennig upped to biz . . Harry and Cleo Fowler, hus- 
O'Connell and Jack Slayton, sales; | Wives and children of Detroit Tiger! at WAVZ. He was previously manager of ABC-TV program dept. | |band and wife puppeteer team, 
and James Bishop, musician. It| baseball players. Program 1s a affiliated with the sales depart-| and Theodore B. Sills, writer-di-| launched half-hour puppet show, 
was the station’s fourth annual|natural since Detroit has got ments of KHMO, in Hannibal, Mo., rector for several film studios, has | “Uncle Egbert,” on WBKB Sun- 
tournament. World Series fever in a bad way.'and WEIM, Fitchburg, Mass. joined the web’s production staff.' day (9). 








Frankly, how can you not buy 
WOR to sell what you want to sell? ° 


of any station in America. 


P.S. We can. qualify and improve on these statements in a very 
colorful and quite engaging folder which you may have by merely 
dropping a postcard to WOR at 1440 Broadway, in New York; 
or calling LOngacre 4-8000. 


station heard in Metropolitan New York. 


WOR has the largest audience during the day 
and during the night—from Maine to North Carolina — 


during the day and during the night, WOR 
brings its advertisers into the homes of more families 


at a lower cost-per-thousand than any other 
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Decca’s Decision to ‘Go 45 Seen 
As Stabilizing Influence on Industry 


The battle of the phonograph + 


speeds fell into an armed truce— 
which may become permanent— 
with the announcement Monday 
(10) that Decca Records and its 
subsidiaries, Coral and Brunswick. 
would release all new sides start- 
ing Aug. 15 in 45 rpm, as well as 
the standard 78 rpm. 

With the 33 rpm speed firml) 
established in the Classical field 
the decision of Decca had been 
awaited by the public and the 
recording industry to determine 
which —the 33 or the 45 — would 
beeome supreme in the pop field. 
The move by Decca leaves Colum- 


Col’s Back-Door Out 
Chicago, July 11. 
Edward Wallerstein, Colum- 
bia Records prexy, left him- 
self an out today (Tues.) on 
the 45 vs. 33 rpm battle of the 
disks with the assertion that 
“as soon as we, or our deal- 
ers, feel that any appreciable 
Columbia pop business is be- 
ing lost by our not having 45, 
we will make pop hits on 45.” 
In response to Decca’s an- 
nouncement of entering the 
45 rpm field, gWallerstein took 
the position that, at the mo- 
ment, “LP with us happens to 
be quite strong without the 
aid of any deals or pressure 
merchandising.” 





b 





bia the only major diskery turn- 
ing out pops in 33 rpm. 

Decca’s move was intended, ac- 
cording to Milton R. Rackmil, its 
president, as a stabilizing facto1 
within the industry, and it is 
viewed as such. With Decca’s de- 
cision to go 45, came the assurance 
from Rackmil that 78 production 
would be continued as before. 
“There are approximately 16,000.- 
000 78 rpm phonographs still in 
use by the record buying public 
and Decca will continue to supply 
to these users the type of record- 
ings for which the company is 
known,” Rackmil said. 

The public now will need a 33 
machine or converter for its clas- 





'Merc’s New One-for-Four 


Bonus to Offset Slump 
| Chicago, July 11. 
In a drive to offset the summer 
| platter sales slump, Mercury Rec- 
ords is announcing an operator’s 
bonus plan entitling operators to a 
one-for-four bonus on purchases. 
For each 1,000 disks pledged, 
the diskery doles out 250 extras 
If only 500 are pledged. 100 
tossed in gratis. Operators needn't 


are 


| buy in one clip, but have one 
month to stretch out their pur- 
chases. Plan goes into effect July 


15 and terminates Aug. 15. 
Three-for-one plan which disk- 

ery initiated for dealers, is se- 

queled by the operator’s plan. Re- 


| cent LP trade-in for 33!3 and 45’s' 
| has not had any definite reaction 


} as yet. 


"AFM SUSPENSION ON 





EDWARD PAUL IS LIFTED 


Hollywood, July 11. 


| Suspension from membership in 

|the American Federation of Musi- 
|cians of Edward Paul, musical di- 
'rector of Jerry Fairbanks Produc- 
tions, has been lifted, following a 

'hearing June 1 in Houston. Paul 
had been suspended and fined $1,- 
000 for alleged violation of the 

| union’s television regulations. Fine 
is being held in abeyance. 

Paul, who was charged with re- 
| cording for film TV programs, was 
| notified last week of his reinstate- 
| ment by Leo Cluesmann, national 
; secretary of the AFM executive 
|board. Under AFM regulations, 
| musicians can play for live and 
kinescoped shows, but not for TV 


| films. Paul, an AFM member for 
|35 years, and Fairbanks had pe- 
tioned charges were unfounded. 


| Exec board voted to rehear the 


case at its convention in Houston. 


| Lifting of the suspension followed 


| the hearings. 


Col. Lone Holdout 

Conversion to 45 rpm _ by 
Decca leaves Columbia the 
only major diskery manufac- 
turing at only two. speeds. 
Decca, Jike every other ma- 
jor except Columbia and many 
minors, is now set up to de- 
liver three speeds—78, 45 and 
33 rpm. 

Most diskeries release pops 


——— | 


| 


} 
i 





in 78 and 45, with classics and 
selected pop albums in 33. Co- 
lumbia, with no 45 manufac- 
turing, releases both pops and 
classical in 33 rpm. 





, + 





sical records, something which has 
met with general acceptance. In 


the pop field, the public can use | 
its 78 machine or a 45 machine. | 
With the latter, it will be unable | 
play the records of only one | 


to 
company, Columbia. 
Announcement of the move by 
Decca came at the convention of 
the National Association of Music 
Merchants in Chicago, where prac- 
tically all executives of recording 
firms and phonograph manufac- 
turers are assembled. Whether 
the announcement will have any 
effect on Columbia’s policy 
maintaining 33 pop _ production 
will have to await the return cf 
Ted Wallerstein, Columbia presi- 
dent, from the convention to the 
home offices in New York. 
Col. Holds ‘33’ Fort 
With Decca the only major in- 
(Continued on page 40) 





Lehman Engel to Record 


Dallas, July 11. 
Lehman Engel, musical director 


of the State Fair Casino Operettas, | 
will conduct complete recordings | 


ef the madrigals of Monteverdi for 
Allegro Recording Co., beginning 
in October. 


The first of the five books of | 


Monteverdi's madrigals contains 


21, each written for five solo voices. 
Engel estimates that the book will | 
two sides of two 12-inch, 


eccupy 
LP records, ~- 


of | 


: 
Monteverdi Madrigals 
: 





Eddie Marshall’s RCA Pact 


Eddie Marshall, Oklahoma hill- 
billy vocalist, has been inked to an 
exclusive disking pact by RCA Vic- 
tor in the first addition to the com- 
pany’s roster of folk artists during 
the last vear. 


VARIETY 


»»ZAPTETZ..10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





WANDERIN’ (Republic) 
RAIN (Miller) 


A-RAZZ-A-MA-TAZZ 


NOLA (Sam Fox) 


like 


BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (Acuff-Rose) 


I'M GONNA PAPER ALL MY WALLS (Goday) 
(Robbins) 


I ALMOST LOST MY MIND (Hill-Range) 


Muzak in the Air 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending July 1? 
London, July 4. 


My Foolish Heart... . ..Sun 
Nn | Tl aia aera Connelly 
MOWNOCRGE Gis. be see Sterling 
Oh You Sweet One.. .Sterling 


Let’s Do It Again.... Lennox 


Piano Roll Blues Leeds 
Jealous Heart.... New World 
Daddy’s Little Girl......Yale 
C’est Si Bon.........Maurice 
Two on a Tandem..... Merrin 
Cormheiags ...4.5.4.5 Arcadia 
Chattanoogie Boy... Pic 
Second -12 
Quicksilver Morris 
Load of Hay Fields 
Down in Glen Wright 
Me and Shadow T.D. & #. 
Enjoy Yourself Morris 
Night Floor Fell In. .Southern 
End of Rainbow Cox 
Sunshine Cake Victoria 
Cherry Stones Fields 
3 Wheels on Wagon Wood 


Old Zuider Zee 
Stock and Barrel 


Prowse 
Victoria 








On Land, at Sea 


Muzak, Inc., is setting up a new 
division which will service planes, 


ships and trains with tape-record- | 


ed music. Music piping service 
has been experimenting with ditf- 
ferent types of recordings for con- 
veyances for the past few months, 
and has chosen tape-recording on 
basis of its successful showing. 
Several transportation 


nies have already signed for the 


service and others have expressed | 


interest. One programming angle 
of the new service will be the use 
of songs relating to the destina- 
tion of the voyage. For example, 
a trip to Miami will feature songs 
“Moon Over Miami.” Other 
music, of course, will be included 
in the hour and half-hour tapings. 

This is the first instance in which 
the actual location will be the 
source of the music. Muzak here- 
tofore has piped all music into lo- 
cations. 


Tallu to Cut Record 


Deal is reportedly being set for 
Tallulah Bankhead to cut two sides 
for a major diskery. 
are currently on with one major, 





and if this deal does not jell, an- 


other is reported interested. 

Miss Bankhead will cut one 
standard, blues-type number, and 
plans are for Johnny Mercer to 
prepare special material for the 
other _ side. An orchestra and 
chorus would be directed by Joe 
Bushkin. 





1. BEWITCHE , (Gordon Jenkins.......... Decca 
ITCHED (10) (Chappell) ............ Sree eT rerry boc ye i Satna ealaaaeaeaane * tear 

2. HOOP-DEE-DOO (8) (Morris) ..............0.sceeedeceeee, 4 kis, ocorajiga AER EE Victor 
ae hl aa: ) Key Starr .............. Capitol 

3. THIRD MAN THEME (15) ( ) VON” PEOTRS: oc ccs ese London 
See CEE 4-94.04 040 Uw ad Be ¥e8 ce ) Guy Lombardo........... Pa 

4. I WANNA BE LOVED (7) (Supreme) ........0..........6.. Andrews Sis-Jenkins...... Decca 
5. MY FOOLISH HEART (12) (S: < {Gordon Jenkins..........Decca 
a ee ee! four bags sieersonnis | Billy Eckstine ...:..-s:- M-G-M 

6. ROSES (5) (Hill-Range) OCTET Ee as : Sammy Kaye ..... ‘ Victor 
4. I DON’T CARE IF THE SUN DON’T SHINE (3) (Famous) Patti Page. ovpecece PeCTOUrD 
8. SENTIME I Fer Coral 
IMENTAL ME (14) (Knickerbocker) ................. ) Ruse Morgan. ........:.. Decca 

9. IT ISN’T FAIR (16) (Words-Music) ............-..---ceeeeee Sammy Kaye .....e00-. Victor 
10. MONA LISA (1) (Paramount) ....... ea | mene Cow TVS... . 068%. Capitol 


TEETER TT LY j 


Second Group 


OLD PIANO ROLL BLUES (9) (Leeds) ........................ \Jubilaires ....s.eeeee, Capitol 
nT EINE COOK: :. 62 00% Abbey 

STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) ........... vece eee ) Prankie Laine. ....... Mercury 
') Ralph Flanagan ite 6 ee ORCOT 
Gare me BVMBE CHAR amIOM) «ow 6 occ c ccc cccisccccvecccecic Hugo Winterhalter ..... Victor 
SAM’S SONG (Sam Weiss) .__........... ey eae eee Oe ee Joe “Fingers” Carr.....Capitol 
VAGABOND SHOES Uefflersom) ........cccccc cece cc ccccccccce Vie Damone .....-Mercury 
AMERICAN BEAUTY ROSE (Jefferson) ........................ Frank Sinatra ree Columbia 
TZENA, TZENA, TZENA (Cromwell)....................... sr ‘+ ~yigdlebodea Decca 
ans | QREGCR ANC... os sve Columbia 
C’EST SI BON (Leeds)............... ee Re eT Tee ee Johary Desmond ...... M-G-M 


SO COCCHER OE TE COSEESHP ESSEC S646 O80 6S 


ALAGoT Eee eeeuwr tf 2 


SEO SCHBCSC CCG RRO 64+ HOHE THO OO.6 HOO HDERFO VCO ORES 
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compa- | 


Negotiations | 


Patti Page 











| “La Vie E 


since the coupling of “Lucky Old 
Sun” and “Blueberry 
Satchmo rides these Gallic-accented 
numbers with that superb legato 





that has made him preeminent 
|}among jazz vocalists. 
i“C'est Si Bon” will give this tune 
the needed impulse to keep it high 
|in the hit lists. Armstrong should 
‘also grab a healthy share of the 
play being given to the fast-climo- 
ing “La Vie En Rose.” Jocks can 
spin either side for plenty of kicks. 

Tony Pastor Orch: “Miles Stan- 
dish’-"‘The Major and the Minor” 
'‘Columbia). “Standish,” a take-off 
'on the classic poetic tale, provides 
|a good framework for Pastor. Good 
lyric is neatly vocaled behind a 
| bouncy arrangement for fine re- 
| sults. Flipover is a solid instru- 
mental featuring Pastor's crisp 
trumpet. 

Bob Crosby Bob Cats: “Charles- 
ton’’-""Black Bottom” (Coral). These 
sides are reaching back to the 


current wave of revivals. 


dressed in a hot dixie 


| 1920’s and could eatch on in the} 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Louis Armstrong: “C’est Si Bon”- frey, Janette Davis, the Chordettes, 
Rose” (Decca). This is, the Mariners and 20 ukes giving a 
| Armstrong’s best commercial disk | lilting workover to “Ohio.” Archie 








' Bleyer’s orch accomps. 


Hill.” | 


phrasing and graveltoned tremolo | 


They're | 
tempo 


with Crosby dishing out the vocals | 


in a free wheeling style. Decca, 
Coral’s parent company, has 
also cut the two numbers with 
Eddie Condon’s orch which plays 
them with an equally driving beat. 
Peggy Ann Ellis handles the vocals 


Lucky Millinder Orch: ‘‘My Lit- 
tle Baby’-“Let It Roll Again” 
(King). These initial sides by Mil- 
linder’s band for King are stand- 


. }/ out for their type. Though slanted 
This cut of | 


for the blues and rhythm market, 
“My Little Baby” is a fine tune 
that could earn wider attention 
with jock cooperation. Big John 
Greer gives the vocal an impres- 
sive treatment. ‘‘Let It Roll Again” 
is one of those all-out rocking num- 
bers with salty overtunes. Greer 
handling the lyric with a driving 
beat. 

Sy Oliver Orch: “I Ain't Got No- 
body”-"‘Wagon Wheels” (Decca). 
Oliver, who has been responsible 
for some of the best backgrounds 
for Decca vocalists, has sliced an 
interesting disk out of these two 
contrasting oldies. Neither of these 
sides are slated for peak sales over 
the counter but jocks can use them 
for a change of pace. Oliver gives 
a firstrate vocal on “Nobody” in a 
hot blues style, while “Wagon 
Wheels” is dressed in a fine ar- 
rangement. 

Una Mae Carlisle: “Long’’-““Gone” 
(Columbia). Two fine sides tailored 
to Miss Carlisle’s unusual blues 
style. Both numbers are in a slow 


| rhythm vein with Miss Carlisle giv- 
(ing neat variation with her expres- 


on the Condon disk with appropri- | 


ate zest. 


Waltz’’-“‘Jet” (Victor). Three Suns 
have been hitting a nice pace on 


Three Suns-Larry Green: ‘Petite | 


their recent flock of Victor releases | 
Martin orch, discloses standout tal- 


and ‘Petite Waltz” will help main- 
tain their acceptance. Instrumental 
combo bites into the three-quarter 
tempo with an assist from Larry 
Green on the keyboard for attrac- 
tive results. Reverse is another 
listenable pairing of Green and the 
trio on a tune which is consider- 
ably milder than the title suggests. 

Louis Prima Orch: ‘Here Pretty 
Kitty’-“Buona Sera” 


(Mercury). | 


Prima’s vocal attack, in the Louis | 


elitvy even in the tritest tune. In 
“Kitty,” he has some cute 


irial, not especially suited to his 


Armstrong genre, can infuse nov-| 


mate- | 


style, but which he handles with | 


class, sharing the vocal. with 
| Keely Smith. On the bottom deck, 
Prima solidly projects an Italian- 
styled romantic number with back- 
ing by his orch and a vocal chorus. 

Arthur Godfrey: 
“Driftin®’ Down the Dreamy 
Ohio” (Columbia). 
been put on this Hawaiian tourism 
plug but this cut punches it across 
most effectively. Godfrey and the 
/Chordettes team for a_ twangy, 


or 


| Island 


‘Hawaii’: | 


Lots of wax has | 


tongue-in-cheek saleable side. Re-| 


| verse has a huge ensemble of God- 


tooo 





Victor Young 


Kay Starr... Capitol 


Sammy Kaye 
Frank Petty Trio.. 


soecces WHOOP 
-o....M-G-M 
wooo. Mercury 


Kay Brown .....cccc,. Mercury 
{Fran Warren ........... Victor 
| King Cole Trio........ Capitol 

i, Pee erro erre Capitol 


{Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


Wee of July 8 








| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


i “Eddie's 


| (M-G-M) 


sive phrasing. Don Redman’s orch 
supplies excellent backing on both 


| sides. 


Murray Arnold-Jack Ross Quin- 
tet: “I Never Knew”-“Flying 
Saucer” (Coronet). Murray Arnold, 
pianist-vocalist with the Freddie 


ent on “I Never Knew,” a fine 
rhythm ballad. Arnold bounces the 
lyric with a smart beat, backing uv 
with a neat keyboard arrangement. 
Jack Ross Quintet provides a solid 
background. Reverse is a good 
rhythm instrumental item, also ral- 
ing jock attention. 


Platter Pointers 


Alan Dale turns up with fine 
ballad in “You Wonderful You,” 
Percy Faith orch adding a lush 
background (Columbia) . .. Hoagy 
Carmichael with,Four Hits and A 
Miss have a good time on “Coney 
Washboard_ Blues” and 
“Some Days There Just Ain’t No 
Fish” (Decca) . . . Machito’s orch 
bangs out more hot chile rhythms 
in “Cleopatra Rhumba” and “Fl 
Sopon” (Mercury)... Count Basie 
has solid jazz sides in “Bluebird 


Blues” and “The Golden Bullet” 
(Columbia) . .. Phil Harris has a 
pleasant uplift item in “Dig-Dig- 


Dig-Dig For Your Supper” (Victor) 
... Kitty Kallen gives a spirited 
vocal on “If You Smile at the Sun” 
(Mereury) . .. In the blues vein, 
jocks can spin Ivory Joe Hunter’ 
“I've No Reason To Complain” 
(King) ... Walt Solek orch gives 
an okav polka version of “Tzena 
Tzena Tzena” (Columbia)... Ken 
Griffin, accomped by an Hawaiian 
guitar. has additional fine organ 
sides in “Harbor Lights” and “Jo- 
sephine” (Columbia)... The 
Honeydreamers have a good jock 
and juke side in “I'd Like to Wrap 
You Up and Put You In My 
Pocket” (Victor) . Solid dixie 
music by Phil Napoleon and his 
Memphis Five on “Bonaparte’s Re- 
treat,” Betty Ann Grove vocalling 
(Columbia)... On the same label, 
Les Brown’s orch gives an ace ren- 
dition of “A Foggy Day”... Tex 
Beneke and Helen Lee neatly vo- 
cal “Tunnel of Love” (Victor)... . 
Eddy Howard has a fine side in 
“My Heart Isn't In It” (Mercury) 

_ Louis Jordan and His Tympany 
Five dish out some nervously hot 
rhythms in a two-sided number, 
“Blue Light Boogie” (Decca) .. . 
Guy Mitchell neatly handles “To 
Me You're A Song” (Columbia). 

Standout hillbilly, western, blues 
and rhythm, jazz, polka, etc.: Wild 
Bill Moore, “Balancing With Bill” 
(King)... Stuart Hamblen, “Blood 
On Your Hands” (Columbia) .. . 
Bernie Wyte Polka Band, “Tutti 
Frutti” (Victor) . . . Eddie Vinson, 
Bounce” (King)... 
Frankie Yankovic, “Beer Barrel 
Polka” (Columbia) . . . The Three 
Flames, “Chewing Gum Mama” 
.. . Doe Dawson, “School 
This Fool” (Red Jay) . . . Porter 
Johns, “I’m So Blue I Could Crv” 
(Decca)... George Cates, “On the 
Beach” (Coral) . . . Spirit of Mem- 
phis Quartet, “He Never Left Me 
Alone” (King). 


- Abe Olman to Coast 


Abe Olman, Robbins Musie chief, 
leaves for Coast today (Wed.) for 





| screenings of several new Metro 


5 ee de te FEPFFSFSSFSEOF&FS HF FOSED ELE FEL OSTUFOFIFEFHTSIFOSOSSS OSES OFS OOS +44) 


and 20th-Fox pix. 

Olman will go over music with 
film toppers and return to New 
York in about two weeks. 
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‘Boom Ahead’ Keynote as Music Men 
Map Future at Chi NAMM Conclave 


By 
Chicago, July 11. 


Riding on the healthy upswing | 


HERMAN SCHOENFELD + 


of business during the first half | 


of this year, record companies, 


in- | 


strument makers and radio-phono- 


TV industry are currently priming 
for an even heftier profit windfall 
during the coming 1950-51 season. 

Widespread anticipation of spec- 
facular boom in all phases of 
musie and appliance field, except- 
ing sheet music, is setting 
tone in Chicago’s Palmer House at 
four-day convention of National 
Assn, of Music Merchants. 


Boom psychology, which fs per- 
colating down from the 250 exhib- 
iting manufacturers to the over 
9,000 retailers at this conclave, has 
been generated by 
the critical 
and international stabilization of 
platter industry. Conjunction of 
both factors is spurring large turn- 
out of 
ready cash on 
goods while they can get it. 

While no attempt is being made 
to inject an artificial war scare 
into the gathering, Korean head- 
lines are taking their natural 
course, here as elsewhere, of pro- 
moting the belief that an increas- 
ing segment of U. S. industry is 
slated for conversion to war pro- 


duction before long. Experience 
of last war has taught retailers 
lesson of sellers’ market, short- 


ages of non-essential goods in situ- | 
ation of free-flowing 
coin, 

That's the dominant underlying 
long-range element 
the convention. Immediate factor | 
boosting retail outlook was the 
bombshell announcement by Decca 
at opening of convention that it, 
Was moving into 45 rpm 

(Continued on page 41) 





| for 


the | 


; Campbell-Connelly 


two_factors— | 
international situation | 


Cap Planning 


retailers to shell out their | 
merchandisable | 





| ings. 
consumer 


operating at | 


field. | 





Santly-Joy, Oxford In 
Pact With British Pubs 


Santly-Joy and Oxford Music, 
affiliated N. Y. publishing firms, 
have inked a two-year pact with 


Campbell-Connelly, British pubs, 
representation of their catalog 
in Great Britain and possessions, 
retroactive to Jan. 1, 1950. 
Starting in 1951, Campbell-Con- 
nelly will also rep the Santly-Joy 
firm on the Continent:also. Santly- 
Joy was previously repped by 
except for a 
recent lapse of three years when 
the U. S. company was repped 
abroad by Francis, Day and Hunt- 
er, another British publishing firm. 





Synched Vidpix 





| from 


SMALL COMBOS 
IN CREAT DEMAND 


The big band is doing a fast fade 
the radio and_ television 
' studios. 

however, 
some instrumental soloists and ar- 
rangers whose specialty is making 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


Cashing in on the trend, | 
are several small combos, | 


}a few pieces sound like a full or-| 


| tions. 


chestra 

One of the groups riding the 
crest of the economy wave is Alvy 
West’s six-piece unit, just signed 


to back Don Cherry three nights | 


weekly on NBC, 
(Thurs.). One device used by West 
on some of his radio chores is to 
tape tunes and play them back 
with the men filling in on other in- 
struments, thereby getting the ef- 
fect of twice the number of pieces. 

Together with the use of smaller 
units is the development of a dif- 


starting tomorrow | 


ferent style of arranging and new | 


Instead of 
reed and 


instrumental lineups. 

the usual string, brass, 
rhythm setups, 
gan, accordion, French horn, oboe 
and bassoon in unusual combina- 
Idea is to have an accordion 


|or organ fill out an alto sax line 


To Plug Disks 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Capitol Records’ shortly will 


start pouring coin into television 
for the promotion of its record- 
Firm, which 
dishes out $200,000 vearly for the 


promotion of its wax in other 
media, is exploring the realm of 
video film briefies. Plans are to 


set up distribution for three-min- 
ute films along the same lines as 
it has organized the transcription 
distribution business. 

Capitol is combing the woods 
for a producer with coin enough 


| to film a backlog of three-minute 


| pix which can be synehronized 
with firm’s records. Though Cap 
will handle all expenses for dis- 


Horowitz Switches Mgrs., 
Leaving Friedberg For 
Libidins for 1951-52 


most unexpected, switches in the | 
concert managerial field was inked | 
last week, when Vladimir Horo- 


witz, one of the world’s top pianists ‘possible forms these films can | 
and son-in-law of maestro Arturo | take. 


Toseanini, signed with David Libi- 
dins. Deal starts with the °51-’52 
concert season. Horowitz has been 
managed by Annie Friedberg, an- 
other independent manager, for 
about 10 years, and will be with her 


|from stations 
One of the biggest, as well as_ video transcription library. 


tribution and shipping of platters, 
|}company will not put up produc- 
tion money. Cap plans to turn 
over a percentage of coin derived 
subseribing to the 
It has 
been estimated that these pix will 
run between $600 and $700 apiece. 


To date, Cap has mulled three 


Pix can be made using live | 


/action to depict the accompanying | 


vocal recording; they can be com- 
pletely pictorial depicting the 
mood of the platter or producer | 


can use Cap artists mouthing song. 


next season. He was with Columbia | 


Concerts (now Columbia Artists 
Met.) prior to that. 

Switch is the latest, and most 
important, in a series of changes 


in syne with his own recording. 
Capitol’s Hal Cook is on a three- | 

week trek of the television mar- 

kets today in an effort to gather | 


| Arranger 


currently, | 


| fle 
| only so-so on three instruments. 


‘Holybrook Pub’s Unique 


when a tenor sax is used, ete. 

Ben Ludlow, who handles music 
on several Mutual shows, re- 
enforces his five or six piece com- 
bos by using an echo chamber. 
Bob Monroe and organ- | 
ists John Gart and Paul Taubman 
are also in’ demand because of | 
their ability to make small groups 
sound larger. 

Some network directors feel 
that, aside from its coin-saving ad- 
vantages, the smaller combos are 
desirable because they can estab- 
lish more distinctive styles. How- 
ever, many windjammers argue 
that there is no substitute for full 
orchestration. They’re also bitter 
at the practice of some house orchs 
dispensing with the services of 
musicians to replace them with 
men who can double or triple. 
They feel that some_ excellent 
artists are being lost in the shuf- 
to get musicmakers who are 





‘Marguerite’ Promotion 
Ties in Disk Jockeys 


A unique manner of plugging a 
new song via disk jockeys has been 


prepared by Ellis Allen and Ray | 


Bloch, partners in Holybrook Pub- 
lishing Co. Firm will push plugs 
of its “Oh Marguerite” with a 13- 
week, $20,000 nation-wide contest 
beginning Saturday (15), in which 
deejays will be allowed to partici- 
pate as well as publicize. 

In return for promised plugs, 


'all possible data on the acceptance the disk jockey gets all recordings 


this year which have seen Jennie, 
Tourel leaving Columbia for James | 


A. Davidson Mgt. ‘also for '51-'52); 
Ifelen Traubel and Gladys Swarth- 
out moving to Columbia; Gregor 
Piatigorsky and Enzo Mascherini 
switching to Sol Hurok, and Ferru- 
cio Tagliavini leaving Columbia for 
Jack Adams & Co. The Horowitz 
switch caught the major bureaus 
‘Columbia and National Concert & 
Artists Corp.) napping. 

Horowitz, who gives about 35 to 
50 recitals a season, and draws top 
concert fees, will be under Libi- 
dins’ exclusive management for the 
U.S. Other accounts on Libidins’ 
roster are Wanda Landowska, Lilli 
Kraus, Busch String Quartet, Igor 
Youskevitch and Ruth Posselt. Libi- 
dins also books the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo. He'll start booking 
Horowitz in October. 





Parker’s New Albums 


Charlie Parker, now using his 
stringybackground ensemble at the 
Birdland in N. Y., will make two 
more albums for Mercury in the 
“Parker With Strings” vein. 

Original album for Mercury 
went over well enough for Parker 
to set up a band for night club’ 
dates with same instrumentation. 
Mereury wil) cut the two albums 
in December. 


-_ - hn 





| Teagarden, 
| Bigard, Arvell 


of these briefies by video stations. 
Cap’s prexy, Glenn Wallichs, be-. 
lieves the plugging of firm’s tunes | 
on TV will be very 


important to) 


the sale of platters just as radio's | 


disk jockeys are today. 





ARMSTRONG RESUMES, 


| merchandise, 
in prizes for 100 followups. 


WITH MEDICO’S OKAY 


Louis Armstrong, who called off 
his summer bookings recently be- 
cause of a projected stomach op- 
eration, is resuming his tour of the 
country with his five-man combo 
following a doctor’s okay. Arm- 
strong opens at the Blue Moon in 
Washington, D. C., this week, fol-' 
lowing with a date at the Blue: 
Note in Chicago. 

Armstrong's crew, including Jack 
Earl Hines, Barney 
Shaw and Cozy | 
Cole, has undergone a slight re- 
vamping as a result of Cole’s frac- 
tured wrist, suffered during the re- 
cent Bop City, N. Y., stand. J. C. 
Heard is pinchhitting for Cole un- 
til the latter is able to return. 





Star of David Record Corp. char- 
tered to manufacture records, with | 


offices in New York and capital | 


stock of 100 shares, no par value. | against 60°%. 


| thus far made of the song and a 


script and transcription § giving 
contest rules and prizes. 
is open to all girls named 
guerite, 


judged by John Robert Powers. 


Contest , 
Mar- | 
and is a beauty contest! 


webs are using or- | 


First prize is $10,000 in cash and | 


set up is $5,000 for 101 deejays. 

Allen has contacted about 3.100 
disk jockeys. Of these, 450 have 
already replied, saying that they 
will plug the tune. Allen estimates 
that by date set for air release of 
the tune, which is Saturday (15), 
he’ll have 15,000 plugs set up. 
Merchandise and cash were pro- 
moted free by Richard Robbins ad 
ageney in return for product plugs 
in contest announcements. 

Tune has been cut by four or 
five diskeries, including Signature, 
which has the Bloch recording. 
Transcription has been cut on the 
back of the Bloch version of the 
tune, 


Gray Grabs $6,441 


Salt Lake City, July 11. 
Jerry Gray band racked up a 





| $6.441 gross on a four-night stand 


here to break in its first road date. 
Crew, in at $2,000 guarantee 
exited Rainbo Ran- 


‘Isidor Magidoff was filing attorney.: devu with $3,864, 


and there are $5.000 | 
Also | 


Percy Faith will supervise record- 


BIG BANDS PLAY RADIO-TV DIRG 








C: orget the Angles 


and Return To 


Music Publishing - Kapp’s Credo 





Flock of Musicals 


As is detailed in the Legit 
section this week, the flock of 
legit musicals on the produc- 
tion agenda for 1950-51 augurs | 


an unusually fruitful season 
for diskers, artists and the 
general music business. 


Name songsmiths like Rodg- 
ers & Hammerstein, Irving 
Berlin, Cole Porter, Lew 
Brown - Ray Henderson - Otto 
Harbach, Yip Harburg-Harold 
Arlen, Frank Loesser, Johnny 
Mercer-Robert Emmett Dolan, 
Dimitri Tiomkin-Arnold Hor- 
witt, Morton Gould-Edward 
Eager, Harold J. Rome, Alec 
Templeton-Stella Unger, Alan 
Jay Lerner-Frederick Loewe, 
the late Kurt Weill with Max- 
well Anderson, John Latouche- 
Jerome Moross, an heretofore 
unp®™duced Géorge M. Cohan 
score, Puccini melodies with 
Kay Swift lyrics, and a musi- 
cal possibly by Hugh Martin, 
are an obviously vast fountain- 
head of new melodies. 


Tooters Scales 
Set for Video . 
Stations in N.Y. 


Major local New York video sta- 
tions and Local 802, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, 
the issue of musicians’ scales in an 
agreement closely patterned after 
the national AFM’s pact with the 
TV networks. New Local 802 pact, 
covering WCBS, WOR, WJZ and 
WNBT video outlets, sets a pay 
scale that’s approximately 71% of 
the rate paid by Class A radio sta- | 
tions. It’s retroactive to June 1. 

For a 25-hour week of playing | 
for mixed commercial and sustain- 
ing shows, tooters will get $137. 
For musicians working 25 hours 
weekly on sustainers only, scale is 
set at $108, while for a 20-hour 
workweek, pay will be $1123 if some 
of the shows are commercial. 

Basic rates for temporary sice-| 
men are set at $15.30 for a 30-min- 
ute video show and $19.55 up to) 
one hour of programming. For} 
the first hour of rehearsal, rate will | 
be $6.30, with additional pay for! 
costuming and makeup. For simul- 
cast shows, musicians will get $15 
extra for commercial shows and 
$7.50 for sustainers. Bandleaders 
will get double pay when working 
with combos comprising four men 
or over. 

















BUSHKIN SIGNS COL. 
EXCLUSIVE FOR 88'ING 


Columbia Records has_ pacted 
pianist Joe Bushkin for his exclu- 
sive services as a solo pianist. A 
unique feature of the contract 
leaves him free to sign with other 
labels as a bandleader: and vocalist. 


Meanwhile, Bushkin’s 10-week 
stint at the Park Sheraton hotel 
has been extended for three more 
weeks. Ten Mutual and NBC re- 
motes will be broadcast each of 
the three weeks. His scheduled 
Aug. 17 opening at Cafe Society | 
Downtown will have to be pushed | 
back to Sept. 6. Cafe Society is | 
reported setting up a wire for 
Bushkin’s stint. 

Bushkin’s initial Columbia _ re- 
leases are set for early September. 


ing sessions. Ernest Anderson 
repped the former Tommy Dorsey | 
and Muggsy Spanier pianist in the | 
Columbia deal. General Artists 
Corp. set the Park Sheraton book- 
ing while Joe Glaser of Associated 
Booking Corp. repped him on the | 
Cafe Society date. 


lone of 
igripes about recent trends in play- 


|istie efforts were done, 


have settled 1‘ Decca), 


|}in unanimous action, 


By ABEL GREEN 
Decca veepee David Kapp, chief 
‘of artists and repertoire, echoes 


Irving Berlin’s favorite 


by 
days 


just 
they 


writing and play production, 
reealling that in the early 
of songwriting “two writers 
got together, did the best 


|knew how, and left it to the pub- 


lishers and the pluggers to work 
out the ‘angles.’ Today there are 
too many songwriters and publish- 
ers working the ‘angles,’ on a 
catch-as-catch-can basis, and too 
few are concerning themselves 
with the fundamental — good 
songs.” 

Berlin iikewise recalls that in 
former years George S. Kaufman 
and Moss Hart, Mare Connelly and 
Edna Ferber, George Kelly, Mor- 
rie Ryskind, Lillian Hellman, Noel 
Coward, Maxwell Anderson, Sam- 
uel Shipman, Aaron Hoffman, 
Philip Barry, Sam Behrman, and 
the like, did first things first— 
they wrote plays. When their art- 
they either 
consulted managers or, in the case 
of writers of this stature, they 
worked along with likely impresa- 
rios. 


“Today,” Berlin observes, ‘too 
many writers won’t sit. down at 
itheir typewriters until a 100° 


bankrolling for 50% of the show 
|} has been worked out, or there are 
angles with picture companies, or 
the managers have fully financed 


the venture. Then they tell the 

writers to start writing. To me 
this is all wrong.” 

Kapp’s analogy in the musie 

business is that his company 

as with the other major 

labels, are forever besieged by 


songs on a hit-and-miss basis. The 
theory is that if the publishers 
land one out of 10, that’s okay 
with them. Kapp doesn’t mind this 
as much-as what this lack of artis- 
tic integrity implies. ‘Certainly, 
‘Continued on page 41) 


NAMMM Parley Votes 
Standard Uke Tuning 
With Godfrey’s Okay 


Chicago, July 11. 
Officegs and members of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Musical Merchan- 
dise Manufacturers, meeting at 





| the Palmer House Sunday evening 


(9) on oceasion of the National 


| Assn. of Music Merchants Conven- 


tion, now in session, proposed and 
adopted the following resolution 
“that the As- 
sociation, while recognizing ihe 
possibility of various tunings for 
the ukulele, approves and recom- 
mends continuation of the use of 


, the traditional A D F sharp and B 
_ tuning as the correct tuning for 
| the standard size ukulele.” 


Among those attending the tun- 
ing meeting were Jay Kraus, of the 
Marmony Co.; William Nelson, of 
the Vega Co.; Fred Marin and 
Mario Maccaferri, of the French 
American Reeds Co., Inc., manu- 
facturers of the “Islander” uku- 
lele which, made of the _ plastic 
styron, is being produced in large 
quantities at a popular price. 

Fred Martin, prexy of the 
NAMMM, said that a telegram ad- 
vocating standard tuning sent to 
Maccaferri by May Singhi Breen, 
whose name is synonymous with 
the ukulele, led to conferences 
| with Arthur Godfrey, who assured 
them of his full support for a 
standard tuning of the ukulele. 

On the strength of this assur- 
ance of Godfrey’s cooperation 
which came at a time when the 
ukulele is enjoying nationwide 
popularity, Martin and Maccaferri 


| arranged to have this matter pre- 


sented at the annual meeting of 
their trade association. 

Standard tuning of the ukulele, 
Martin further states, means that 
students, especially those in recre- 
ational musical groups, can now 
play together without changing the 


‘tuning for various pieces of music, 
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Wednesday, July 12, 1950 





VARIETY 








This week’s 


Newr 


con RCA Victor 


Release 50-28 








POPULAR 











PHIL HARRIS 
Dig-Dig-Dig Dig for Your Dinner 
I've Been Floating Down the Old Green 
VOR asad ars 20-3825—( 47-3825) * 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


TEX BENEKE 
The Tunnel of Love 


Whispering Rain 20-3830—(47-3830)* 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN. 


FRANKIE CARLE 
The Lollypop Ball 
Crazy Little Moonbeam 20-3831—(47-3831)* 


THE THREE SUNS and LARRY GREEN 
Petite Waltz 
gee ae ea 20-3834—/( 47-3834) * 


THE HONEYDREAMERS 
I'd Like to Wrap You Up and Put You 
In My Pocket 
Love Goes ’Round On a Merry-Go-Round 
20-382 1—( 47-3821 )* 





COUNTRY 











PEE WEE KING and His GOLDEN WEST 
COWBOYS 


Blue Grass Waltz 
Get Together Polka... 21-0354—/48-0354)* 


JUNE CARTER with THE CARTER 
SISTERS and MOTHER MAYBELLE 


The Baldheaded End of the Broom 
Root, Hog or Die..... 21-0355—( 48-0355) * 





RHYTHM 











GENE GILBEAUX 
I've Got What It Takes 
BeymaGewW ciate sccie’s 22-0091—‘50-0091)* 





POP SPECIALTY 











BERNIE WYTE and His POLKA BAND 
Tutti Frutti—Polka 


Joey’s Got a Girl—Polka 
25-1166—(51-1166)* 


#45 ¢.p.m. cataleg numbers. 








NOTE: All records in this panel are listed alphabetically by song title. 


© Bewitched 


Larry Green with the Honeydreamers............... 


© Count Every Star 


Hugo Winterhalter 


© Cuddle Buggin’ Baby 


Eddy Arnold 


Oo Hoop Dee Doo 


Perry Como with The Fontane Sisters 
’ . 9 
© I’m Movin’ On 
Hank Snow . 


© It Isn’t Fair 


Sammy Kaye Orch with Don Cornell 
Q Little Angel with the Dirty Face 
Why Should I Cry 


Eddy Arnold 


€} My Foolish Heart 


Mindy Carson 


© Roses 


Sammy Kaye Orch 


$) Third Man Theme 


Freddy Martin Oreh 


$) Valencia 


Tony Martin 


“i 


. indicates records which, 

according to actual sales, are 

recognized hits. The trade is urged 

to keep ample stocks of these records 

on hand, or to reorder promptly when 

current stocks begin to approach the 
“sold-out” stage. 


designates that record is 

one of RCA Victor’s “Certain 
Seven”’—among the leading 

bers on the trade paper best sell- 
ing retail sales charts. Obviously, sure 


things! 
20-3726—(47-3726)* *s 
20-3697—(47-3221)* 7 
21-0342—(48-0342)* & 
20-3747—(47-3747)* om 
21-0328—( 48-0328)" uw 
20-3609—(47-3115)* 72 


21-0300—/(48-0300)* 
20-3681—( 47-3204)* 
20-3754—(47-3754)* $a 
20-3797—(47-3797)* 


20-3755—(47-3755)* 


. . indicates records which 
have enjoyed better than 
average initial consumer acceptance 





and stand an excellent chance of enter- 
ing the top-selling hit category. The 
trade is advised to watch these records 
carefully in order to maintain stocks 
consistent with demand. 


La Vie En Rose Wanderin’ 
Tony Martin .. . .20-3819—(47-3819)* ©} Robert Merrill with Hugo Winterhal- 


(Number two, Retailers Pick, Billboard, 
July 8; Number one, Billboard's Pick, 
July 1.) 


Sam’s Song 
Freddy Martin . .20-3798—(47-3798)* 


(Number five, Operator’s Pick.) 


Three Little Rings 
oe] The Fontane Sisters 
20-3814—(47-3814)* 


(Number seven, Operator's Pick.) 


My Destiny 
Hugo Winterhalter’s Ork and Chorus 
20-3822—(47-3822)* 
Rich ork-chorus cleffing in dance time of 
an enticing ballad could be Winterhalter’s 
follow-up to “Count Every Star.” Peter 
Hanley contributes a fine solo vocal chore. 


ter Ork and Chorus 
10-5142—(49-1243)* 


The Metopera bary tonsils of Merrill show 
xemarkable pop flexibility in this moving 
slicing of the Sammy Kaye hit. Winter- 
halter’s ork-choral backing is perfect. 
Tho it’s in the Red Seal (onghair) series, 
deejays and dealers shouid find brisk pop 
appeal in the slicing. 


TIPS: Coming Up Next Week: 


Fran Warren's Greatest Record 


“1 LOVE THE GUY” 
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The stars who make the hils | 
““ RCA VICTOR Records « « 


RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 
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PEREPRPRPA 


DECCA 





presenting 
A Great 
FATHER and SON 
TEAM 


THEIR FIRST 
RECORD TOGETHER 


GARY 
BING 


URUSBY 


singing 


PLAY A 


SIMPLE 
MELODY 


coupled with 


SAM'S 
SONG 


with 


MATTY MATLOCK’S 
ALL STARS 


DECCA 27112 


Price 75c 
(plus tax) 
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RECORODS 
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Pree ea scsiibainaaiin > 
VARIETY 2 Ss _ 3 
Survey of retail disk best " 4\3 9 1e 3 ie on 
ps 5 -~/|8/;28 o ‘ 
sellers, based on reports ob ol<els Olgia = Bitila C z: - 
tained from leading stores tn aleiuleie 5 eleielsisiés : 
12 cities and showing com- alelz|] 3|a gi/ae/8/O/0/;s/2 ; 
parative sales rating for this MP elelSlalals|s/a]e|™ gi; 
and last week. >i19o 4 ei@itikeisia g1F1A8 
B/C} S/E/217/S El zis 1 L 
° aL: 4| 3 Si\Z/aleielels P 
~ : oO Mn |< | 
National Week Ending “4 | “ m | Ne E 4 3 y : | $| 0 
Rating | 8 2 ° be 1 | 4 s s oF | 41 . I 
il y aid o|o | ™ % sisi 8 = N 
This Last P 4 B wo % | = ec = - % E = = T 
lis Las o | & ° a ry ~~ | ee d 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZiOlm | RBIAIHDI'i&mIMID'O'HDiea S 
NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) 
1 1 “Mona Lisa”—1010.............. Ss. 2.4 @ Ss © 6 @ & _ 3 66 
iy ~ ANTON KARAS (London) : 
2 2 “Third Man Theme”—536........ = ma Pa = oe ee 7. 8 COS 
-_ BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
3 3 “] Wanna Be Loved” —10716 sha oun) a RY wes a 4 4 2 i0 42 
7 GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
4 7 “Bewitched” —24983 pee ree 3 1 6 3 1 41 
ANDREWS SIS.-G. JENKINS (D) 
5 4 “I Wanna Be Loved” —27007. 5a / Lea | eee 3 3 4 33 
- KAY STARR (Capitol) F 
6 5 “Bonaparte’s Retreat”—936 i baths Ce 5 3 1 ee 26 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) - 
7 13 “My Foolish Heart”—24830 ore eo 6 i 7 5 ZO 
BILL SNYDER (Tower) A : 
8 6 “Bewitched”—1473 ... Preaek iia 6 . 2 4 yg 23 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) wt 
Q 8 “My Foolish Heart”—10623A. ia A Pee 6 1 2 22 
AMES BROS, (Coral) . 
10 17 “Sentimental Me’—60140........ .. y. 35, (26 5 2 20 
ae ~ SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
11 14 “Roses” —20-3754 .... Be ana, Sk Tate 9 3 2 19 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) ‘. 
iZA:.. 33 “Didn’t Slip, Pushed”—38818 az es so 6 15 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) : p 
i. 2 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena” LMS EO Te re 5 2 15 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
13A 8 “Third Man Theme”—24839 Piece: Ss 7 2 13 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 4 
13B 17 “Hoop-Dee-Doo”—20-3747 . ieee hilly i. wee 7 8 6 13 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) - 
14 “Count Every Star”’- 20-3697B ' ea, aps 3,3 6 12 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
15A .. “Goodnight Irene”—27077...... a 6 11 
JOE CARR (Capitol) 
2 “Sam’s Song’’—962 se seeeeeess 5 6 11 
~ MITCH MILLER (Columbia) 
16A 15 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—38885 iii te Be). 40% © ik we es 10 
~~ LES PAUL (Capitol) 
16B 16 “Nola”—101 4 .... settee eee tees ] 10 
~~ DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
17A 9 “Hoop-Dee-Doo”—38771 se ecceee 6 7 9 
ved DAVE BARBOUR (Capitol) 
iy 4: “El Mambo”—973.............-. a ; 2 9 
as MEL TORME (Capitol) 
17C 10 “Bewitched”—1000 ............. 2 i ee 9 
1 2 3 4 § 
SOUTH PACIFIC | YOUNG MAN WITH! ANNIE GET YOUR] HARMONY TIME | DIXIE BY DORSEY 
F I V E T O P Broadway Cast ants GUN The Chordettes Jimmy Dorsey 
F H. James-D. Day f ; 
. t Columbia 
A L B U M Ss Columbia Columbia Hollywood Cast Columbia 
MM850 C198 M-G-M CL6111 C196 
ML4180 CL6106 E-509 CL6095 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of ; 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
NE te. 408 Wb okey 3:0 lp ae 6 147 arr Keon Suwa sea os 44 
eee ere ee ae eee , = 131 fe a eee errr err 34 
RN ie At ee wees he 2 oe: erry eo ease 23 
RE ee a Cor eee ee l et OM se tos ay Wiass.e 47k B Bor bah aN 1 20 

















New York | 


| 
| Victor releases Vaughn Monroe’s | 
| first album of western songs this 


'month.. Joe Bushkin is transcrib- 
|ing for piano four Irving Berlin | 
|tunes for Irving Berlin Music .. 


chief, off tor Coast for screenings | 

..Recording company home of- 
fices virtually empty of executives 
this week, with most of the top- 
pers out in Chicago at the Nation- | 
al Assn. of Music Merchants meet 
...Newly formed Irving Tanz Mu- 
sic’s first song has been cut by 
Decca.. Chuey Rayes has com- 
bined with a couple of songwriters 
to add to the mambo catalogs with 
“Hornpipe Mambo,” which has 
been picked up by Duchess Music 
. Charlie Parker will cut two 
more albums featuring his strings 
in September. 

Ray Stillwell has formed a four- | 


‘piece combo and opens at the. 








West Virginia border, around Aug. 
1 





Chicago 


MCA stronghold at the Edge- 
water Beach has been overrun by 


Carle band July 20. Initial book- 
ing was two weeks, but has been 
extended to run through Aug. 17. 
Carle will be followed by Jimmy 
Dorsey who stays till Sept. 7... 
Jock Tom Casey’s cross-the-board 
show on WENR is scheduled for 
network airing July 17 .». . Ray 
Pearl into Vogue Terrace, Mce- 
Keesport, Pa., for eight days, July 
26 «Cw Tex Beneke slated for 
Indiana State Fair, Sept. 4 for five 
days . . . Howard Miller, WJJD 
disker, will conduct Chicago Her- 
ald-American “The Record Spot- 
light” column... . Chubby Jackson 
and new unit into Blue Note here 
Aug 4 for two weeks . . . Hal Otis, 


{new Club 30, on the Pennsylvania-' rebooked for Sherman hotel July 


12 for four weeks ... Orrin Tucker 
pegged for 
Geneva, Wis., on July 23 for two 
| weeks . , Lawrence Welk into 
| Trianon July 22 till Sept. 10. Op- 


| 


| position at northside half of com: | 
Abe Olman, Robbins-Miller-Feist|GAC, with booking of Frankie| bine will be Dick Jurgens, who| 


| bows at the Aragon July 18 for 
/four weeks .., Wayne Gregg to 
| baton at Lakelawn ballroom, Dela- 
| van, Wis., on- Aug. 1 for six days 

... George Bradley, former WAIT 
| jock, has shifted to WAAF to me. 
| hour cross-the-board variety spot 
'. . « Claude Thornhill to Kenny- 
| wood Park, Pittsburgh, July 17 for 


/one week .. . Billie Bishop band 


ito bow at Dutch Mill ballroom, 
Delavan, Wis., for two weeks, July 


|14... Benny Strong orch, Mar- | 


garet Whiting, George Gobel and 


Billie Rogers,. all garnered for. 
| Vaughan Hospital show July 12. 
| Program is sponsored by Sachar | 


‘eae of the B'nai B’rith. 
(Continued on page 43) 


Riviera-on-the-Lake, | 


| 





Decca’s Decision 


L—_—_ Continued from page 36 














dependent diskery not having 
made its choice up to Monday, it 
was inevitable that it carry a bal- 
ance of power. The 45 lineup had 
RCA-Victor, Capitol, Mercury, 
London and a group of minors, 


with Columbia alone holding the 
fort for 33’s. In the battle between 


| Victor and Columbia, the fact that 
,the two were subsidiaries, gov- 
erned in part by considerations 


outside the recording field alone, 
was involved. Fact that Decca is 
a purely recording firm added to 
the weight it carries within the 
industry. 

Decision should also come as 
something of a relief to jukebox 
manufacturers and operators. With 
Decca generally considered su- 
preme in juke sales and plays, 
many operators and most manu- 
facturers were awaiting a decision 
by the diskery to determine 
whether they should convert to 
the slower speeds and which specd 
they should convert to. 

Up to last week, the jukebox in- 
dusiry refrained from making any 
move. Then Wurlitzer announced 
free conversion privileges for both 
33 and 45 on its new model 1250, 
along with tie-in sales from Colum- 
bia and Victor. Operators could use 
either converter. Likelihood now 
is that operators will convert to the 
45’s. It’s also very likely that 
manufacturers, who with only one 
exception, have stuck to standard 
78 machines, will now begin to 
make 45-equipped boxes. Manu- 
facture of 45 machines would mean 
a great savings in material and 
time. 

Until Decca can set itself up for 
the output of 45’s, it will use Vic- 
tor’s pressing facilities. This is not 
unusual, since Victor, which has 
been encouraging use of 45’s, has 
lent its facilities to other firms 
while they made the switch. 

First release of Decca in the 45 
field will come Aug. 15, with 50 of 
Dececa’s bestseller albums and a 
number of pop single standards by 
Bing Crosby, Guy Lombardo, the 
Andrews Sisters and Fred Waring 
going out to distributors. There- 
after; all new sides will be released 
in 78 and 45 speeds. Also, as soon 
as conversion takes place, more 
standard singles and selected new 
albums will be released in the new 
speed. 

Decca will continue, meanwhile, 
to convert its entire album catalog 
to 33. Most of the albums being re- 
leased in 45 have already been con- 
verted to 33, and plans are for 
Decca to convert the rest of its 
catalog to 33, regardless of whether 
the albums will be released in 45 
rpm, 


Anti-V.D.Disks Placed 
In 300 St. Loo Jukeboxes 


St. Louis, July 11. 

The anti-venereal disease disk, 
“That Ignorant Cowboy,” has been 
placed in more than 300 jukeboxes 
in the St. Louis area, according to 
Dr. E. Early Smith, locak health 
commissioner, with the cooperation 
of the Missouri Music Machine Op- 
erators’ Assn., and the National 
Association of Broadcasters. 
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It's Music By 
JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


SLEEPY 
HEAD 


(Shapiro, Bernstein, Inc.) 
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35 Top Standards of 1949-1950 Season °OAST DISK BooTLEc 


(‘The 35 standards with the larg 


est radio audiences are listed belo | 


in order of total ACI points received in ACI surveys during the year, | 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Mercury Records officials have 
broken up the newest of the disk 
bootleg rings to operate in this 
area, but ringleaders have escaped. 
Bootleggers have 
solely in race and jazz classic stuff | 
and have swiped platters from such 
labels as Imperial, Aladdin and 
Specialty as well as Mercury. 

Ring was discovered 
master of Dinah Washington’s “I | 
Wanna Be Loved” was lifted from | 





July 1, 1949, to July 1, 1950.) 

No. of 

Weeks 

in ACI . om 

Survey Song Title i 
1 > BN by i S's Sexe cmatioadaceiac. wae 
2 ee, SI re a Harms 
3 7 Santa Claus Comin’ to Town.............. Feist F 
4 ee CTT CT Tene Harms 
5 eR RE re atte Berlin 
6 15 Somebody Lovés Me.........cccccccccce, Harms 
7 4 SN Wad ch. ,6:9.0.6,0.0.0:6.6. 0.0.00 0a 6 Ke Berlin 
4 15 ce ee eee Chappell 
Q 11 I ie Peis a 5a 606-0. 6a Caren Gd Harms 


10 2 1 Only Have Eyes for Y 


ou Remick 


] 6 Winter Wonderland... ..... ...ccccccccccce Bregman-V-C 
2 13 Pee I UI ak oe, 4.8 ihe 6 5d Hada ale ake Harms 
; Y What Is This Thing Called LO UR eaatecw Harms 
4 9 EEE SE ane Robbins 
15 12 Just One of Those Things............... Harms 
1¢ 13 Oe Harms 
17 4 Here Comes Santa Claus................. Western 
\ 4 Take Me Out to the Ballgame............ Broadway 
} 1] Star Dust.. SW ae ea 6 Oe 0s e 405% 0a b a lea , 
4) 7 EO oi oot kina S aieib ueieeiearcia Crawford 
21 10 OED, WON. 5.64.0 0d 0'vie os 00% ensses vee Harms 
22 8 Lover ae ee eee . Famous 
23 9 Twelfth Street a <<a 
24 4 Renee. CONE. 4 ba kscchceiepeusbacuess Burke & V H 
25 7 oe SR re aes ee ee Harris 
2¢ 8 PEE a5 Oar lr nena ed OE Cc © 6 dole koa Berlin 
27 8 This Can't Be 7 Es Waeles 4 see alow. Cee es Chappell 
29 4 SP eR, OE ok. oak hie 04d be 540 wes Robbins 
29 7 St. Louis Blues eres ee ee ee Te Handy 
30) 8 Alexander’s Ragtime Band............... Berlin 
i] 3 Pee RE 0 ie 3a 0k ow babe ek dances Harms 
2 5 PE A NEE 6 856k 5S Sit oy 6 Sat R SRG Harms 
33 8 og ee ae ee ee ee ae Harms 
4 2 June Is Bustin’ Out All Over se uelee cae eae aperrnse 
: 5 I Can't Give You Anything But Love Mills 








| “Forget The Angles’ 


Continued from page %7 





i means that songs are ground out 
by the bale, lack quality, and the 
answer is that, more and 
ihe recording lists revive old 
songs. You can never keep ‘La 
Vie en Rose’ down, and when we 
decided that maybe a lush string 


arrangement, and a new _ lyric 
would further this excellent Edith 
Piaf ballad, Herman Starr ( War- 
ners) saw it out our way with 
result that the new lIvric, retaining 
the original title, will carry the 
song further than it did when it 
was relabeled ‘You're Too Danger- 
ous, Cherie.’ Look as ‘Bewitched, 


Bothered and Bewildered.’ Or look 
at the many different wavs we will 
all make ‘Third Man Theme.’ In 
England thev called it the ‘Harry 
Lime Theme,’ but call it almost 
anything—vou can't 
melody down. Look at all the dif- 
ferent wavs we recorded ‘Inter- 
mezzo” vears ago, for instance— 
salon, vocal, dance, violin solos, 
svmphonic. 

“Good songs will find their level, 
but it is now the job of the music 
business to help themselves, and 
our business along with it, by not 
dumping anything and everything 
in our lap that ‘this will be a great 
Andrews Sisters number,’ or ‘It’s 
surefire for Bing,’ or ‘what Jolson 


can do with this one!’ ete. I'd like ; 
what the publishers can do}: 
io help the entire music business— | 


lo see 


publishing ind recording alike— 
improve its standards, 
“IT know that when Jack (the 


late Jack Kapp) and I were raised | 
Donaldson or | 


in Chicago, Walter 
Isham Jones would come in on 
periodic visits to sit down and try 
and write some good sengs with 
‘the late) Gus Kahn. Well, we 
know thev must have been exceed- 
ingly good songs, because so many 
have survived and been revived. 
I'm a writer of sorts myself, so I 
know the fever attendant to some 
of the hit ‘n’ 
Writing, publishing, plugging, re- 
cording and all that goes with it. 
‘Return to Basic Premise’ 

“I think it will be much health- 
fer for the musie business to go 
back to making money from the 
basic premise. i.e., music publish- | 
ing. Now publishers rely too much | 
on what should be by-product in- 
tomes — recording, performances, 
synchronizations, etc. — and 
enough from music 
After all, the gravy should (and 
could) come from this segment of 
the business. Who can laugh off 
18-22c wholesale on a sheet of. 
music, if it sells a half-million to 
# million copies. It's much better 
than two or three million records 
—You don’t have 
to add that up.” 


This ties in with the recent ef- | 
forts by the music trades, sparked | 
by the Songwriters Protective 
Assn. veepee Charles Tobias and | 


more, | 


keep a good | 


miss type of song- | 


not | 
publishing. | 


to be a quiz kid | 








something about revitalizing sheet 
music sales. 

It also ties in with 
bach’s recently expressed 
VARIETY, that the new 
mental payoff system, as 
to ASCAP, on a per-performance 
basis, is fraught with invidious po- 
tentials for “every songwriter who 
is not his own songplugger.”’ 
| The Decca executive’s concern 
is part of the pattern that the To- 
bias-Shaw movement is also con- 
cerning itself with in relation to 
the entire music business, It is 
comparable to the COMPO (Con- 
ference of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations) progra currently being 
‘explored in the picture business— 
to ally all segments for betterment 
of the common whole. 

| 


‘Boom Ahead’ | 


i Continued from page 37 game 


Otto Har- 
fear, to 
Govern- 

















'Decca’s decision ends controversy 
‘surrounding battle of speeds in 


pop field. 
Majer Diskeries on Hand 


| Bright outlook in record market | 


is tipped off by scope of participa- 
tion of major diskeries, along with 
| several indies, 
RCA-Victor, Columbia, Decca, | 
Mercury, Coral, London and | 
M-G-M have come up with biggest | 
booths and largest turnout of top 
|} execs ever vet at NAMM gather- 
ing. Victor, London and Mercury 
are making particularly effective 
pitches for their disk swap-in- 
plans and are reportedly drum- 
| ming up landoffice business. 
| Bulk of other exhibs are show- 
casing latest TV by major manu- | 
facturers, similar to demonstra- | 
tions held in New York recently, 
and various instrument lines, with | 
| heavy accent on ukeleles and ac- | 
| cordions. Instrument men de-, 
scribed biz to be solid although 
| heavy phase of order-writing is. 
expected to take place tomorrow 
(Wed.) and Thursday before the 
convention's close. 

In a report to retailers, William | 
R. Gard, NAMM exec-secretary, 
disclosed sales of music stores in | 
first half of 1950 topped last vear’s | 
| half- period by 10% He declared | 
| current inventory position of re-| 
tailers should be conducive to, 
volume buying. C. Frederick Mar- | 
| tin, NAMM prexy, declared that | 
| uke production in 1950, as result) 
of Arthur Godfrey's continuing | 
| push of the instrument, would be | 
| about 500,000. 

Sheet music publishers, except | 
for Mills, B. F. Wood, J. J. Rob- | 
bins and a handful of others were | 
their absence. 


conspicuous = by 


Failure of the other firms to try | 
with | 


hitting the music retailers 
; copy displays was seen to be ‘con- 
tradiction with the pubs” 


Leeds Music's Arnold Shaw to do! efforts to hypo sheet music sales. 


on exhibition floor, | 


current | 


the Mercury plant along with | 
labels. Shortly thereafter, retail- | 


| ers began to get copies of the boot- 


| leg disk. 


j 


been dealing |- 


| 
when 


Mex Band Plays Texas Fiesta 


RING BROKEN UP. 


Despite AFM Beef; Cite Old Law 


McAllen, Tex., July 11. 


Permission had been granted to 
Mexican military bands to play 
| here 


of Musicians. 


The immigration service stated 
|that the bands could cross the bor- 
der to participate in the Indepen- 
dance Day fiesta. 

The earlier AFM protest had 
been based on an old law prohibit- 
ing foreign laborers entering: the 


last week despite protests. 
/made by the American Federation | 


U. S. unless there is a shortage of 
similar U. S. labor. However, there 
are no union bands in the lower 
Rio Grande valley. 





Camilla Wilf¥ams, Negro soprano 
lead with the N.Y. City Opera Co., 
returned to N.Y. this week from a 
successful concert tour of Vene- 
zuela. She gave three concerts 
in Maracaibo and two in Caracas, 
all to full hotises. Both were re- 
peat engagements, soprano having 
sung there last year. 

















decreed | 
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International Copyright Secured 


MILLS MUSIC, 


Chicago 4 


Made in USA. 


° SIDNEY MILLS, Gen. Prof. 





ANY INFRINGEMENT ON THIS COPY- || 
MILLS MUSIC, 1 @ RIGHT WILL BE PROSECUTED TO THE 
| FULLEST EXTENT OF THE LAW. 
| 
Most Talked-About Song in Music History- 
TZENA, TZENA, TZENA 
J Words by Mitchell Parish 
Music (First Two Parts) by Issachar Miron Michrevsky 
(Third Part) by Julius Grossman 
Music (First Two Parts) b | 
NA y 
=f TZENA, TZENA, TZENA 1 sSACHAR MIRON (MICHROVSKY) 
(Third Part) by 
JULIUS GROSSMAN | 
All thesol-diers want to see you, Why. don’t youcon - sent? 
» D < G ss 
| ‘= 7 sas + i ss. B 4 7 ms po 
See the hand - some sol - diersgai- ly rid - ing, 
Al zs D Em7 Al 
———_ eS 
Come out fromwhere-ev- er you are hid «+ ing, 
D ; G 
Won't you smile a lit . tle for the col-onel, 
| AT D Em7 D 
| | + i. E T I - t ———¥ 
| Throw some kiss- es to the rest. 
| D D+ G 
| = I 3 f = === — — o/s ~ 2 + — 
TZE «+ NA, TZE - NA, Bash - ful lit - tle Tze- na, 
AT G Ft Al D Av OD AT D Ddim AT 
+ — =: ———— === 
| - ta FF 2S SSS SS SES 
| Please don’t be - fraid of all the sol-dier boys, for 
D D+ G 
| ie 4+ + — = — ——__ FF a ; 7 =| 
| TZE ~- NA, TZE ~- NA, All the boys a-dore you 
| A? ¢ Fea a7 i 7 D ait 
== Z = = 
i Call . ing for you, TZE.NA, TZE-NA, TZE- NA. 
Copyright 1960 by Mille Music, lnc. 1619 Broadway, New York 19,N.Y. i 


All Rights Reserved 


INC. 


1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


Moar. 


. Hollywood, 63 
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industry Awaits Reports Today 
(Wed.) on Sheet Sale Strategy 


First substantial action in the+ 
sheet music industry’s drive to 
hypo sales will be reported to an 
industry-wide meeting today (Wed.) 





Top Songs on TV 


(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and Au- 





dience Trend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, 


when a_ subcommittee exploring 
new sales outlets reports the prog- 
ress of talks with the head buyer 
of the Woolworth chain. 

Members of the four-man _ sub- 
committee would not make public | 





Week June 30-July 6 
Gone Fishin’ .3...5.4.% Feist 


the results of their conference | If Sun Don't Shine : -Famous 
Monday (10) with A. E. Thorwald- Stars & Stripes. Church-H&R 

We aa wai b eg te | There’s No Tomorrow. Paxton 
sen, Woolworth’s buying rep, stat-|' vhird Man Theme. ..Chappell 


ing they wished to report directly | 
to the industry meeting today. But | 
one spokesman said the results of 
the conference were “very promis- | 
ing” and intimated that it might} 
have been a step toward “break- | 
ing into the entire syndicate store | 
setup.” 


In addition to the report from 
the “new outlets” committee, as it | S Or- ree 

is called, a committee under the | 
direction of Charles Tobias, Song- 
writers Protective Assn. vice-presi- | 

dent, which was set up to explore | romotion 1S S 
plugging sheet sales through radio | 
and television, will make its initial | 

A new angle in current flood of 

isummer promotional campaigns to 

sell disks is being added by RCA- 

Victor, which, beginning July 17, 

is offering a series of free 45 rpm 


report. 
It’s expected that a third com- 
mittee, which is investigating feas- 
ibility of counter demonstrations of 
records to purchasers of its 45 rpm 
machine. While primarily designed 
to increase phcnograph sales, the 
Victor plan will also help record 


music, will also report. Meeting 

may also complement the member- 
dealers, since obtaining the free 
records requires a visit by the cus- 


5 Top Standards 
Bye Bye Blues Bourne 
Donkey Serenade. ...Schirmer 
Anything But Love, Baby.Mills 
I'm An Old Cowhand Feist 
Yankee Doodle Boy... . Vogel 











ship of a fourth, public relations 
unit, at today’s meeting. Last all- 

industry conference delayed nam- 

ing the full committee because of 

the absence of Walter Douglas, ‘ 

Music Publishers Protective Assn, |'0Mer to his record dealer once a 
chairman. month for six months. 

Members of the group that met Plan is primarily this: Purchaser 
with Thorwaldsen were Tobias, of a 45 rpm player attachment gets 
Arnold Shaw of Duchess Music. 2 COUPON book entitling him to six 
Bernie Prager of Robbins Music free 45 records, which must be 
and Tom Hughes of Shapiro-Bern- picked up at the shop at which the 
stein. Today’s session will be held purchase was made. Only one cou- 
at MPPA headquarters, in Rocke- pon may be used each month. Cus- 
feller Plaza. itomer is entitled to any 45 rpm 

record he wishes. 
Promotion will get a big news- 
BUCK TAKES OVER AS |paper push. Victor will advertise 
the plan with 500-line ads in 40 

RCA VICTOR GEN MGR newspapers the day before the 

~ e e plan becomes effective. National 

Walter A. Buck was formally 7 
elected vice-prexy and general|2%d mats are being prepared for 
manager of the RCA Victor divi- distributors who wish 1o advertise 
sion at a meeting of the company’s the plan on their pdiaage 
board of directors Friday (7). Buck H. G. Baker, veepee in charge of 
steps into the post formerly held the Victor home instrument de- 
by the late John G. Wilson. _partment, in announcing the plan, 

Buck served as operating vice- described it as “the greatest store 
prexy of the diskery since January, |traffic builder” ever made avail- 
1949. He is a retired rear admiral |@P¢ to record dealers. He pre- 
of the U. S. Navy. | ocee increased sales in all the 
dealers’ 








> | “multiple exposure” 


THIS YEAR EVERYBODY WILL 
CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING 


with 


LITTLE 
D>, sOHNMY 
<e, PiLoniM 


HILL & RANGE 
SONGS, INC. 








| Symphony Sid Show Goes 


_ Symphony Sid all-night disk 
| Jockey show will emanate from the 
Birdland, N. Y., jazz nitery, start- 
|ing Aug. 1. Tuesday to Sunday, 
midnight to 5:45 stint over WJZ 
;may also broadcast live talent 
from the night club. 

Program was set to move into 
the Birdland by William, Warren, 
Jackson and Delaney agency, which 
_sells time for show. Sponsoring 
will be participating. 





















While Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer Is Resting Until 
September When He Gets Set For The Greatest Ride 
In History—BE HAPPY WITH 





CHAIR’ 


By Johnny Marks and Willard Robison 


Ray McKinley .............. (Victor) 
Glen Moore................. (MGM) 
Merle Travis ............... (Capitol) 
Phil Ellis...... ob0b 66d ces ee « ONURSRA) 


ST. NICHOLAS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19, N. Y. 





director. 
Alphabetically Listed.) 


magazine ads are being readied, | 


products because of the | 
to customers, | 


Into N.Y. Jazz Nitery 








35 Song Hits With the Largest Radio Audiences 


(July 1, 1949 to July 1, 1950) 
The 35 listed below are in order of total ACI points received 
surveys during the year. 


in ACI (Dr. John G. Peatman) 


(Songs in stage or film productions are indicated. Songs currently active are 


marked with an asterisk. Songs whose activity began prior to July 1, 1949, are noted by the date—(1949).) 


Operas skedded are ‘Madame 
Butterfly,” Sept. 6; “Tosca” (7); 


Salmaggi Sets Special 
“La Boheme” (8); “La Traviata” 
N.Y. Opera Fest for Sept. (9), and “Aida” (10), Gabriel 


: , ; ’ Simeoni will conduct. Salmaggi 
Alfredo Salmaggi will present has been complaining for years 
his Popular Price Grand Opera Co. that N. Y. music critics won’t come 
in a special Puccini-Verdi festival over to Brooklyn to review his pro- 
at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., for a week ductions, and that very few attend 
in September. Impresario gave his al fresco Randall's Island, N.Y 
four performances there two sea- presentations. One of the purposes 
sons ago. This time he’ll present of the Carnegie Hall festival is to 
five operas, preliminary to his reg- parade his new singers before the 
ular Brooklyn Academy of Music critics, and get some reviews on his 
season, which starts about Sept. 30. shows. 


RH Logging System. 


Week of June 30-July 6, 1950 
Richard Himber’s new development is logging broadcast perform- 
ances lists tunes in the survey based on four major network schedules. 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, 
2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial instrumental, 4 for 


commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New | 
For example, a commercial vocal in all three | 
Added to these totals is the listener ratings of | 


York, Chicago and Coast. 
territories counts 12. 
commercial shows. The first group consists of the top.30 songs. 

First Group 





Tzena Tzena Tzena .... 


You Dreamer You .. Soe eeereccrvereveccesevcccceccees Cromwell 


Co ereeacccevoccrcvcsnoreeeneoeoroecesesos se DVEG 


t Filmusical, * Legit Musical. 








No. of 
Weeks 
in ACI 
Survey Song Title Production Publisher 
1 20 *My Foolish Heart............. eeveesee My Foolish Heart..........+-...9antly-Joy 
2 24 Dear Hearts and Gentle People... cccecesecscevecceesceeers MOPTTTTTTTiT Tet 
3 OG “* Cam Dream, Gant 1... 2... 66 Locseseebde'eceeeseecee Reis es eoversteseesetenee 
4 10° $16 I Knew You Were Coming. ...ccicccscccciccrvccccccccssvcccccscccccss Omane 
5 24° A-Dreamer’s Holiday ......2<s-«  chncredds 08660608060 00sbb bbb eb eb 6 bah e hese 
6 17 ae SO PEP... 5 nn ar 86 4b 0665000 066.00) ¥ 0'O6 o'60 0b 5'9')'s'b'0's Were e's a0 eee eects 004 Wren ae BeUEIC 
7 20 *Music, Music, Music. en ee OCT eT TEL YT ORL ETULT CCE LAL Ee ee 060be0es es Cee 
8 20 eS. yA ye wc os sha dieG hla kath eee eee Pre Cee ee eee ee re Te re ee were. | 
9 19 Don’t Cry, Joe RTP CTE EC TCT TERETE eee rere 
10 17 Chattanoogie Shoe Shine Boy... ...cecccclecccceccscveccccssvceseseceevece Acuff-Rose 
11 26 *Enjoy Yourself EE re ee eer eT SC OT eT er ee ... E.H. Morris 
12 24 A Dream Is a Wish Your Heart M: akes Pee c inderella vbseeeeevst ae eeuw ae .. Disney 
13 16 ee ee tice esaeee een e's ee CT Rr er Robbins 
14 20 eR EE I oss cn cv 0c 60 0b 0b 8d Wiss elss sls eule > 00 esha bee sp eewee Sens Robbins 
15 28 Some Enchanted Evening (1949)..........South ROE ATG r= Chappell 
16 18 *Third Man Theme eee re Tee-Teiee BOOM... .scssicaes ee. Chappell 
17 29 Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye..... e.cccccce Jolson Sings — a! erates eh ae eae Feist 
18 28 *Daddy’s Little Girl Pains anc ih tian RN ada bile) Gast TSE Beacon 
| 19 11 *Hoop-Dee-Doo. . ere Per eT eee Ae Coe oecece ck EL. MOFIMS 
| 20 24 Bye Bye, Baby.. Lert ere eee ETE RE ee ‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes....... J.J. Robbins 
21 23 Te OPE, FEY TECOIE ox cisco cc nwe ade else eee ccedererers ee oes ees Robert 
22 13 a a er ore te err eer re a tae tae a Chappell 
| 23 25 Younger Than Springtime (1949) ae ee South Pacific ee ae: 6b) dae Se IO Chappell 
| 24 20 ee ksi ck ee CASO OT ME COUN DES Dae CR RENE AOS 888 COE .. Paxton 
25 26 NE ENO oie 6.8 bo. 5 60.5 0 bee OVENS URS NOS DROVE Y Knee bee aMees Hill & Range 
26 18 Bip Boome BOO... ks viii se wierseeceeee Cc inderella eT Te ere ro oy Disney 
27 13 *I Don’t Care If the Sun Don’ t ‘Shine Lae ee er eee ee Famous 
28 20 Let’s Take An Old-Fashioned Walk Weiss: CAGE «ccc csv teeeeeeees Berlin 
29 20 Someday You’ll Want Me to Want You (1949)........ eee ore Te eT eg Duchess 
30 20 a ee er re ret ko er rere ee ters rk Oxford 
31 23 Maybe It’s Because (1949). Ee: Along F ifth Avenue eens Bregman-V-C 
32 17 Just One Way to Say I Love You (1949). i: DADOCES 5 ick ciate een ab elie bes Berlin 
33 20 There’s Yes Yes in Your Eyes (1949). ..... ccccccccreeccvsccecvevevvvvvcens Witmark 
34 15 *Sentimental Me ci pte bg, foe Be PRESS OO OS Oe ERE ONS ESS EOS Ore ree Knickerbocker 
35 ll wo Mg Me Ro a eer a ee ee a se ee ee Leeds 


200 NEW CLEFFERS ON 
SPA ROLLS DURING ’50 


Membership of the Songwriters 
Protective Assn. has spurted sharp- 
ly ahead in the last year with 200 
new cleffers being added to the 
rolls. Many of the writers have 
not yet had any of their tunes pub- 
lished but are joining to get the 


| benefit of SPA’s basic agreement 


with 275 publishers. Among the 
major publishing firms, only Chap- 


| pell and Paramount have not en-« 
; tered into an agreement with SPA, 


SPA execs, meantime, are tak- 


| ing steps to bar small pubs who, 


though not signed with the writers’ 
organization, are using the SPA 
basic agreement in pacting writers. 
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Songs Publishers | 
QO ee eee ek Diet bb hea ee ee op asbsvads ceeeeoene | 
CO Rr ar. errr SEE Ppp Ae PES Tse Leeds | 
}Count Every Star ......cesecccesecsees ceececoces cecceccess  Paxtpn | 
Ce es, aie he ak vs Gan asd ot ieee ae occcccees Advanced | 
Darn It Baby That’s Love—*“Tickets Please”......ceeeeeee: Chappell | 
ee ee ee eee rere iia teen rere re BMI 
OTE BR oe RR 8 EES 1 me IAT sev fa PD IR re eee ee a P Feist | 
mome Coonin-—T"Pancy Pants: ..icscccsccovscees bbe .. Famous 
to Bi gf Sere ee ee ee ree Pee ESE TESTE TTT. Perera ee Morris NBC & MBS 
| I Didn’t Know What Time It Was ..........; $06 43:4665808 ....Chappell WIRES 
I Didn't Slip, I Wasn't Pushed, I Pell... ccccccccccccccess: Remick = 
| Domt Care ifthe Sum Don't Shine .....sccscccses bee ban es Famous Pans 
If I Had a Magic opti i Rae aa . .Shapiro-B x 
If You Were Only Mine . Robbins Sueraron HOTEL 
I’ll Always Love You—i‘*My Friend Ir ma ‘Goes West” Trees Famous 
ay UNE ec 0a ee Salk WOO E0806: 6: FONT ODES EO REL OLE Santly 
I i a eae Words-Music ee ene aie eames we Yo 
LD Wee ee UUOURE 6 vnc ite ice ancseeses Teer r Ae Us Tee ee Supreme ": 
Pe ea ne TTT TT EEL CT eT eee . Harms 
Mona Lisa—?7‘‘Capt. Carey, USA” ....... pv eb0bs456000006 (rem 4 pe se dice Recerd Bate! 
My Foolish Heart—7+"My Foolish Heart” ...........ee000..00- Santly incoln’ Standards That Jump 
CR Pam BIOS ac i ccivevcccevese 56040560564 000808 605 Leeds 4 
WONG ONE 6 ck wcn ees PERG CORERE DD 4 piece teehee ean Chappell Dipsy Doodle 
ee M Dee MISIOGY 2s caiccicccicces Pees Sak wa ewe peated Berlin 2 
EME cco ks ed batt 8 6 80-8 cok ccvccccesecs ¢ RICRerpOcker 
Sometime ERC EERE CU TTC CET ee PT eee Witmark 
Stars and Stripes Forever TT RO (xKteetsecaveses Church-H&R Satan Takes 
Stars Are the Windows of Heaven .........cccccccccccccce. Pickwick . 
Third Man Theme—i“Third Man” ......... ¢Febasesoeeséus Chappell A Holiday 
BS. nk 085 20b ede Od 0k Oe | Hiv 000040 60% STLEC TL TTT ..Miller ° 
a 
Second Grou St W 
A Little Bit Independent .............. , ‘MW Asbaser wir BVC udy in Bro n 
Americ B ty pane atk ss . iain > he 
on = Sly Oe ROLES RRRRSRORRORREE AE | Ren = A 
Are You Lonesome Tonight Ps sages suuwsea ; ; . : : ; ; ‘ + et 
B Crees My Pimmere |. occas Hc cccccces ‘seins as /daakiene: Lice! United | - 
If I Knew You Were Coming sah tid h iin whined Gat 5 lesa a 
I’m Gonna Paper All My Wallis With Your Love Letters........ Goday | 
- one Yong ie AID isa dae Gob or aces Beacon | | 
I a ae 
Pe VERS ee eee sseeee.d. J. Robbins | recorded by 
ae Sian Choo to Idaho—?*“Duchess of Idaho”.............. Robbins | Sam YON! ARDEN ............ Columbia 
ong gag OO £ CS PES IOS HREOC SS 63410 005.6456 eeeeeereeeeeeeees Peer mete nd COTTON sresenneennes LONGON 
tee oe eee, oe tae a 2 2 oe oe efeesereeeveeeeenevese i ei ARRY For! tt all ite sats 
On An Ordinary Morning ............ eee er Meee | BAVE HAMILTON ele 
—— Outgoing Tide ....... occ cceceveseccccccccovcss. + SRADIFO-B | HONEVDREAMERS ....RCA Victor 
sted ‘oe esenwesinstis) Die Kb ses bab bne tice rire. it. Range el pence ieee 2 
Stay With the Happy People—*“Peep Show” __ sete see ts) eae FRANK PETTY TRIO eM 
They Say It’s: Wonderful—i“Annie Get Your Gun”............ Berlin PAUL WESTON ............. 












and more coming 
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Diskeries Set Talks With AFM 





On Neto te nt eae terme lc amir gigas gen me,” 
- Pipe gee if aes 
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: To Clarify Dubbing Restrictions 
[ VARIETY ‘ 8 Saddled with a ban on vocal) that called for 65 musicians. With- 
Survey of retail sheet music a E ‘ = dubbing that’s being interpreted | out that postponement. Victor 
. om 
sales, based on reports obtained S ~l2/8 a in different ways by musicians’! $2 O09, with nothing produced. 
from leading stores in 12 cities & g g 2 n locals across the country, reps of| In a similar situation in New 
and showing comparative sales tel sieilaue 3 the major diskeries will attempt to | York, however, Local 802 leaders 
rating for this and last week. uw Si 2isloleia Cy are m7 T clear up the situation in talks this} Tefused to grant an extension to 
sielfsisgi/S/8/sliais =a2|8;]0 week with policy-makers of the| Victor despite the fact that Perry 
gi/2)& aisgiaz = Ola|2)T pone _. | Como was ill and over 20 musicians 
2 is, < ee} a om 5 E 2 21$ . American Federation of Musicians | were engaged. - Victor ducked tak- 
° ~! .t[e!|/8ie};.t° oS] Bin | o }and leaders of Local 802 in New| ing a loss in that predicament by 
National Week Ending = S(/SI=(E1Si sl] ell Blo] w |York. Company artists and reper- | Tinging in Eddie Fisher as a last- 
. “j|Ols rio; esl/slizls& -|0)\;8/P fi , , yes minute pinchhitter for Como. Disk- 
Rating J l 4 - é |e < e &Bi1O)|9 <i¢ & oO | tory chiefs are anxious to reach a/| ery reps, however, are afraid of 
u y mei e@lale sifisli sis g 3 || 1 |) working agreement with union! similar situations cropping up in 
This Last Br ae & » = z = © 3 & . | execs before the heavy waxing ses- | the future when substitutions can’t 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher ziols & alk iv D E E s || Sions begin in August. - used. 
se : = | Diskery reps have already indi- | 
'1__1__ “Bewitched” (Chappell) ......... 5 2 1 4 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 109 || cated that they will hew to the line| AJ FXANDER OFF UNFAIR 
2 3 “Third Man Theme” (Chappell).. 2 1 |in not using vocal dubs atop of 
é - : . = ae a See ee a | previously recorded instrumenta- LIST SETTLES CLAIM 
3 2 My Foolish Heart” (Santly-Joy). 4 5 2 6 3 4 4 § 8 2 2 77 +‘&|\tions. Companies, however, are 7) 
4 4 “Old Piano Roll Blues” (Leeds)... 3 7 | pressing for the AFM to relax the; Willard Alexander Agency has 
= 5 “TW Be I a’ Ss =5 - 6 ; ; ; $ IU TE PR OR FE: ' | application of such contract pro- | been taken off the American Fed- 
on = hoa a wot cheered Al TE TR Ee | visions that prevent the cancella-| eration of Musicians’ unfair list 
_6 7 Hoop-Dee-Doo” (Motris)........ -- 3 3 7 5 4 3 5 5... 53 J) tion of a musician’s date once he’s | following a settlement of a claim 
7 6 “Sentimental Me” (Knick’bock’r). 6 8 5 .. .. G63 5 7:'°6 10 € | engaged. It’s asserted that the con- | made by Local 802, N. Y., for com- 
“3. 8 “Mona Lisa” (Paramount)........ mE oe ee 6 “ates Seer junction of the dubbing ban with | missions due on a series of dates 
9 0 “Dent Care. Sun Dont” (Famous) 160. 4 7 9 9 ———— eset | the no-cancellation clause might | played by Vaughn Monroe’s orch 
hi. - tenons Phenomena A rh 2 6 9 8 31 || lead to lots of waste for instance,|in Florida 18 months ago. Union 
10_—-- “Count Every Star” (Paxton)..... .. .. --. 9 8 .. .. 8 .. 4 15 §| when a vocalist becomes too iil to| charged Alexander had failed to 
11 10 “Stars Are Windows” (Pickwick). 8 .. .. ma SERRA eet ee Ce. 14 | attend a scheduled recording ses-| pay the full 5% of Monroe’s coin 
iff Gavi ta... .:. >... ook eo) Le: ' ,to the Musical Entertainment 
i3. 11 °&.“It Isn't Fair” (Words-Music) | Diskeries point out, moreover. | Agency. 

Ee BAB wt A SS So -- ++ 10 7 || that the AFM locals have not been| Alexander settled the dispute by 
14A “Buffalo Billy” (Laurel)......... .. .. .. 8 . Ee RIAs ae ae 5 || applying both clauses uniformly.| paying the outstanding amount of 
14B “Bonaparte’s Retreat” (Acuff-Rose) .... .. =... .. =...» +. ~+~*9 .. .. 8 § J|}|-At RCA Victor on the Coast recent-| $573 despite his claim that the 
i512 “Simple Melody” (Berlin)........ er ct te ea? 4 ly, Mario Lanza was unable to at-|MEA was entitled to only a 212% 
16 15 “C’est Si Bon” (Leeds) 10 9 | tend a recording session due to ill- share. Agency head, however, is 

7 ’ ee eer Rl Can 3 |ness, and Local 47 on the Coast | mulling a court action against the 
= — — See agreed to a postponement of a date ' union. 
Tops of the Tops Golschmann’s 20-Year 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
On the Upbeat “Mona Lisa” St. Loo Symph Tenure 
1 Continued from page 40 Retail Sheet Music Seller St. Louis, July 11. 





Hollywood 


Ray Anthony trekking around 
the Coast visiting disk jockeys to 
blurb his band . .. Frank DeVol 
etched four more sides for Capitol | 
... Kurt Sykes 10-piece orch, with | 
canary Lynn Franklin, at the) 
Casino, San Clemente, Cal., for| 
two weeks on a scale plus peecee 
deal... Miguelito Valdes orch did 
a short at UI... Bill Synder band 
booked for two frames at Chicago 
theatre, opening Friday (14) at flat 
$4,500 per week. 





Kansas City 


Muehlebach Hotel is extending 
its policy of bigger name bands for 
the Terrace Grill and has set Ted 
Weems to follow Jack Fine into 
its dinner spot...Buddy Waples 
Orch has replaced Johnny Byrn in 
the Drum Room at the President 
Hotel. Byrn has taken a date at 
the Commando Club, Henderson, 
Ky...Jerry Murad’s Harmonicats 
return to El Casbah of the Belle- 
rive Hotel for a fortnight beginning 
July 14...Mary Rains imported to 
take over the organ at the Famous 
on Baltimore...Tex Beneke crew 
ag a one-nighter in the Pla- 

or Ballroom July 8, with a heavy 
advance sale making it a bignight 
at the boxoffice...Kenny White 
Orch playing the midweek dates at 
Fairyland Park ballroom...Five 
Scamps in for Friday-Saturday-Sun- 
day deal at the Mayfair club south 














NEW REVIVALS 


‘Exactly Like Yow’ 


‘You’re a Sweetheart’ 
ae 
Standards by 
Jimmy McHugh 


—- sone 


ee 


PROGRAM THE NEW 
WEDDING STANDARD 
DOROTHY STEWART'S 


GIVE ME 
YOUR HAND 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 























“Bewitched” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“I Wanna Be Loved” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Bewitched” 

Best British Seller 
“My Foolish Heart” 








of town...Jesse Price and his 
Capitol crew opening Milton’s 
| Town Hall Ballroom in the down- 
|town loop...Hoby Shepp and 
| Cowntown Wranglers playing 
| square dance dates on weekend at 
Fairland Park. 





| +. 

| Passion Attendance Up 
Oberammergau, July 4. 

| Passion Play attendance to date 
|is beyond pre-estimates. First 
‘month drew 115,000 admissions 
against 60,000 in similar period of 
the last (1934) show. Figures were 
released by Burgomaster Raimund 
Lang. 

Travel agencies report continued 
heavy demand for Passion tix, with 
British and Americans dominating 
tourist ranks, 


Viadimir Golschmann, maestro of 
the St. Louis Symphony, will hang 
up a new record for being the con- 
ductor of a symph orch with the 
longest tenure in the U. S. next 





| October, when he mounts the po- 
|dium for the 20th consecutive year. 


| Although coin for overcoming an 








|impending deficit has not been col- 
\lected, the symph organization has 
|reengaged the entire personnel of 
the orch and inked the guest artists 
|who will appear here. 





HARRIS TEXAS AFL PREXY 
San Antonio, July 11. 

William J. Harris of Dallas, has 

been re-elected prez of the Texas 

Federation of Labor for another 


term. He was elected at the final 
session of the state convention 
held here. 


Trumpet-playing prez was also 
recently re-elected to the board of 
directors of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians which met re- 
cently at Houston. 





“Here’s a new organ 


I really recommend” 





1619 Breadway, N. Y. 19 








Inside Orchestras—Music 


William Conrad, former trumpeter with name bands, and his wife, 
Marianne Dunn, former torch singer, have renounced the dance band 
| world for the Volunteers of America. They’re now stationed at Detroit. 

The pair was “converted” by a minister of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. Conrad now works with truck collectors. His pretty, 
blonde wife serves in the group’s public school clothing center. 

Miss Dunn’s parents, Major and Mrs. John H. Dunn, were former 
| vaude stars. They’re in the Volunteers in Akron. 

Conrad formerly played with Gene Krupa, Ted Weems, Joe Venuti, 
| Frankie Masters and others. Miss Dunn sang with Jack Teagarden, 
Ted Weems and others. She appeared in “Birth of the Blues” (Par) 
with Bing Crosby in 1942, 








First example of failure of the so-called “functional music” sent over 
FM came last week when an indie outfit selling the package to a num- 
ber of Topeka department stores folded. Most restaurant and store 
'music is piped over telephone lines but a number of firms are making 
|use of the “supersonic beep,’ a method by which commercials are elim- 
inated from an FM broadcast and the broadcast transmitted through 
the store. Legality of use of FM for this purpose isn’t quite clear, the 
Federal Communications Commission having declared it illegal but 
done nothing to stop its use. Topeka setup used broadcasts of FM 
station WIBW but somehow commercials seeped through and public 
acceptance declined. One instance of sucéessful use of FM in the 
functional music field is Marshall Field in Chicago. 





Decca veepee David Kapp figured that after flying 56,000 miles so 
far this year he will stay anchored for the summer in New York. Apart 
‘from shuttling to the Coast several times, to wax Bing Crosby’s 13 
| sides, among others, he clippered to Hawaii as part of his anticipation 
‘that the comeback of an Hawaiian cycle was imminent, sparked by 
| Arthur Godfrey’s ukelele plugging, etc. While in Honolulu, Kapp signed 
several key artists and is readying a number of hula releases, particu- 
larly featuring Alfred Apaka. 








A New Jersey scientist has worked out a four-part harmony system 
for single violin. John A. Graydon, of Hawthorne, N. J., said he’s spent 
37 years and about $25,000 working out the method, and now he doesn’t 
know what to do with it. Method, which permits simultaneous har- 
mony from the same violin, is being artistically perfected by concert 
violinist Michel Piastro. But Graydon claims he doesn’t know how to 





make use of it commercially. 
< » 


Dick Leibert, famous organist of Radio City Music Hall, 
has a new Wurlitzer Entertainment Organ and is enthu- 
siastic in his praise. 

“Tt’s a really wonderful instrument for restaurants, 
supper clubs and other places that are looking for good 
entertainment at reasonable cost,” he says. “It is re- 
markably fast and lively in action, and the range of tonal 
colors is superb.” . 

Built in the tradition of the “Mighty Wurlitzer,” 
this new Wurlitzer is a complete organ. Two full 61-note 
keyboards. A 25-note pedal clavier. An unlimited variety 
of tonal colors at your fingertips. Compactly built, easy 
to install, and easy to move about. And it is the lowest- 
priced standard two-manual organ you can buy. 


WuRLIIZER 


World's Largest Builder of Organs and Pianos 
Under One Nome 


For complete 
information, mail the 
coupon below. 





The Rudolph Wurlitzer Company, Dept. V 
North Tonawanda, New York 


inniemepalall 


Gentlemen: I would like to know more about the new 
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Wurlitzer Organ. Please send illustrated booklet. 

| 

| Nome 

| 

Address 
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Night Club Reviews 


Astor Reof, N. Y. 
(HOTEL ASTOR) 
Tommy Dorsey Orch (16) with 
Frances Irvin, Alan Holmes Orch 


(3) with Marita; $1-$1.25 cover. 


The master’s touch is still evi- 
dent in Tommy Dorsey and a fine 
band in these days of poor band 
business. Dorsey and a lineup of 
15 men play smooth, well-arranged 
music along the style that made 
Dorsey the man to be copied in 
the early 1940’s. If anything, Dor- 
sev and his band have improved 
Their arrangements’ are more 
subtle and more melodic, their 
rhythm easier and their playing 
softer and more finely shaded. It’s 
a fine group, both for dancing and 
for listening 

Instrumentation 
saxes, four trumpets, 
bones and four rhythm. 
trombone section carries 
a load than those of most 
carrving much of the melody while 
saxes fill in and trumpets riff. Sec 
tion is tightly knit and plays well 
together. Trumpets use mutes most 
of the time, getting a sharp and 
clear-cut effect. Saxes are smooth, 
and use of one or two clarinets 
gives the section a sweet sound 
in the slower numbers. Use of the 


consists of five 
three trom- 
Dorsey's 
more ol 
bands, 


fast-disappearing guitar’ softens 
rhythm. 
Book contains many of the 





COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
BILLY 
c.asons FUN-MASTER 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each e 

(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
BIG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES FOR 

ONLY $25 


e 3 Bks. (s. PARODIES, per boek k $10 @ 
—all 3 diff. Books for $20— 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET ...... $25 @ 
e@ 4 BLACKOUT 8KS., ea. bk $25 @ 
—all 4 diff. Vols. for $80—- 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
NO C.0O.D.'$ 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 

















JACK. PARKER 
and DOLL 


PEACOCK 
CLUB 


JACKSONVILLE 





Thank You, 
ROLAND MUSE 

















Publicize Your Act with 
COLOR POSTCARDS 


New Low Prices! Immediate Delivery! 


Amatring new  Lithe-Color Process 
gives you beautiful fuil-coler post- 
cards at low cost. True original 


colors of yourself or your act printed 
from Kodachromes with space on 
back for your publicity message 
Here’s a proven wey to advertise 
build new contacts. Prices are low 
Satisfaction GUARANTEED! ALSO 
Low Cost Black and White Glossy 
Photo Reproductions. 

Send for FREE SAMPLES and 

New Low Prices TODAY! 


HANKEL LITHO-COLOR PRODUCTIONS 
314 W. Superior Street 


Dept. V-75 Chicago 10, Ill. 











‘standard 


Dorsey arrangements, 
some new arrangements of oldies, 
and current plug tunes. Standouts 


are a_ bright arrangement aes | 
Get Kick Out of You,’ a well- 
defined “Continental,” and = a¥/§ 
dreamy “I’m in the Mood for | 
Love.” 

Vocalist Frances Irvin handles 
both ballads and rhythm tunes 
nicely, and trumpeter Johnny Am- 


oroso does a fine job with ballads. 
Band makes a neat appearance, 
and Miss Irvin decorates the stage 
nicely. 
Alan 

in 


orchestra 
band is 


Holmes and his 


fill when the Dorsey 


off, playing foxtrots and supplying 
the Latin-American music. Group 


does a good job with rhumbas and 
sambas, and Marita’s Spanish vo- 
cals are good Chan. 


Latin Quarter. N. ¥. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Libuse has virtually be- 
come a Latin Quarter perennial. 
During the past two years he's 
played several engagements there 
and in the process has shattered 
the aplomb of many a diner. His 
mad waiter bit startles the tour- 
ists, amuses the natives, and his 
presence provides a guarantee of 
at least one sock turn. The aid of 
Margot Brander is an added asset 
during the off-the-floor and regular 
portions of his session. 

The change of headliners makes 


Frank 


for good summer fare, It’s not as 
potent as the spring edition of 
this revue, but it’s still good en- 


tertainment. This despite the fact 
that Lou Walters was beset by sev- 
eral difficulties in staging current 
stanza. Miriam Lavelle couldn't 
make it because of an injury and 
Les Zoris, French import, couldn't 
overcome visa difficulties. 

Making their N. Y. cafe bow is 
the team of Tommy Dix and Edith 
Fellows. Both have proven them- 
selves capable solo performers in 
theatres, cafes and legit. They are 
excellent singers and can hold at- 
tention individually. Their session 


here is productive of hefty ap- 
plause. Their small physical stat- 
ure gives them a cute appearance 
and they try to capitalize on that 
feature with what could be cute 
material. Since they’re not ac- 
complished comedians, some of 
their material doesn’t always hit 
the intended mark. but they al- 


wavs return in a sock manner with 
their singing. 

Other additions to the show in- 
clude Mons. Choppy, who was first 
brought to this country several 
ago. Its a Continental 

Choppy, in the = garb 
of a Left-Bank artist, paints 
caricatures on the backs of statu- 
esque babes. There’s a slight con- 
tinuity entitled “Marriage in Brit- 
tany” 
members of a wedding party. 
Finale is a picture of the bride— 
done in frontal position. The fine 
points are covered, but there's 
plenty of other revealment. De- 
spite slow movement of the act. 
the closing portrait provides a 
hearty exit. 

Other new turn 
bert. whose ballet 
among the best. Goes over well. 


Rest of the layout. including 
the Kanazawas and singer Ralph 
Young, are holdovers. Pat Kansas 
is the new femme production sing- 
er. Vocally she’s okay but her 
projection of lyrics could stand im- 
provement. Costumes and staging 
are tops. Jose. 


vears 
novelty 


is Gloria Gil- 
spins are still 
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lunit that rounds out the bill nicely. | Terrace Room, N. Y. 


His rhythm version of “When 1 ; 
'Grow Too Old to Dream” is solid, (HOTEL NEW YORKER) 


' Xavier tinge On fe with and he brings the house down with | Bernie Cummins orch (11) with 
| Abbe Lane, Dulcina, Tato & Julia,|a long, torrid version of “Flyin’ | Kay Marlyn: Ice show starring The 
|George Lopez, El Gringo, Dick |Home,” in which maestro rides his | Rookies (Neil Rose, Meryl Bax- 
|Benedis. Candido, Otto Bolivgy,|tenor sax for about eight choruses. iter), Jean Arlen, Buck Penning- 
Otto ‘Garcia, Jimmy Currey; $1.80 | Audience made him play a couple | ton, the Blade Beauties. Staged 
admission; $2.30 minimum. }more as an encore. and directed by Dorothie Little- 

‘ | Barnet orch does a good job of field, original music, Hessie Smith; 


Xavier Cugat brings in his own 
bunit in compact 45 minute show, 
which stacks up as a natural for 


the outdoor dance pavilion. Fine 


showmanship and exuberance of 
ithe group comes as a pleasing re- 


spite from the more aloof Dorothy 
Hild shows, 
gat’s two week stand. 

Latin maestro wastes no 
warming up, and in a few seconds 
establishes a spirited Latin atmos- 


phere. Between the sidemen and 
the entertainers it’s hard to deter- 
mine just who does the most run- 
ning around. With “Chiquita” and 
“Siboney,” tee-off numbers, aud- 
ience is easily captured. 


Band features lush blonde vocal- 
ist, Abbe Lane, who runs through 
“La Vie En Rose” and “You Never 
Had It So Good” in fine, low reg- 
ister style. Dance team of Tato 
and Julia contrib a couple of rhum- 
ba numbers, garnering heavy re- 
sponse. Act is capped by a South 
American jitterbug interpretation. 
Easily the crowd pleaser of the 
group is Dulecina, doing trojan work 
on the stand with singing and 
fancy footwerk, apparently never 
motionless for entire show. Less 
inflammable but equally restless 
is Afro-Cuban singer, Otto Bolivar, 
doing nicely on “Babalu.” Orches- 
tra backs vocalists well, soft pedal- 
ing the brass and _ improvising 
smoothly. with reeds and rhythm 
heavily employed. Beat section is 
excellent, well supplemented with 
maracas, hand drums, and a marim- 
ba. Instrumentals vary between 
stock and Latin. the latter carried 
along well with forceful trumpet 
work of George Lopez. 

Additional specialty numbers in- 
clude a solo by Lopez on “Peanut 
Vendor” and tamborinist. El Grin- 
go. who thumps with ferocity. 

Cugat himself is cool and off- 
hand in his clowning chores, and 
occasionally runs off a violin pass- 
age. Mel. 


Bop ¢ ‘ity. N. Y. 


Bill Farrell. Charlie Barnet Orch 
(17). with Bill Derry, Arnett Cobb 
Orch (7); 98c. admission, $1.50 
minimum. 

Bebop devotees should find the 
current bill at Bop City much to 
their liking. Charlie Barnet’s new 
band. while it apparently hasn't 
adopted aé_ definite stvle, plavs 


plenty of pop. Arnett Cobb’s combo 
is fast and hot And singer Bill 
Farrell 
who comes to listen to a _ ballad 
singer and the bop purist who 
looks for dischords and prolonged 
notes that typify the bop-balladeer. 
Entire show runs better than 90 
minutes. but that’s okay for the 
customer who pays to listen. since 
same numbers are used in all 
shows. 
Farrell. who's no stranger to the 
room. goes over solidly. Opens 
with “All of Me.” runs through a 
brace of his recordings, and closes 
with “It: Isn't Fair.” While his 
body movements and facial contor- 
tions are somewhat unconvention- 
al, thev keep attention § riveted 
upon him. There’s no doubt about 
his abilitv to hold this audience. 
The Barnet band is constructed 
with possibly an overbalance of 
brass. featuring five trumpets, 
three trombones, six saxes (includ- 
ing Barnet) and three’ rhythm. 
Unit's book interesting. Group 
plavs a “progressive” arrangement 
of “Rhapsody in Blue,” purpose 
of which seems more to create in- 
tricate and unusual musical effects 
rather than to express the beauty 
imagery of the music itself. 
Also featured is Dave Matthews’ 
“Portrait of Edward C. Ellington,” 


: 
Is 


on which band does a nice job of. 


distinctive 
in the Duke’s mu- 


imitating the various 
effects inherent 


sic. 


Barnet band has one of those 
bands-within-a-band, an eight-piece 
unit led by trumpeter Ray Wetzel. 
In young Bill Derry. though, Bar- 
net has come up with a real sing- 
ing find. Derry sings “I Only Have 
Eves For You,” “Caravan” and a 
couple of other standards in a 
Straightforward stvle with lots of 
feeling and poise. 


Cobb has a tightly-knit jump 


vacationing during Cu- 


time 


satisfies both the customer | 


‘a well-stocked 


orchestrations, Norman Krone; cos- 
\tumes, John Bauer; emcee, Arthur 


backing Farrell. Chan. 





ene : i Johnson: skaters, Mary Over, Flo- 
% O'Clock Club. Miami ‘rence Budny, Helen Sisk, Sally 
Miami Beach, July 9. |Tepley. Cover $1 weekdays; Sat., 
Martha Raye Ben Yost’s Vik- holidays, $2. 
ings, Al Norman, Frank Linale eee 
Orch: minimum $3.50. Prospects that Congress may au- 


thorize a reduction in the 20° 
night club tax encouraged the Ho- 
tel New Yorker management to 
revive an ice show. policy it 
dropped a year ago. Federal bite 
so affected the hostelry’s Terrace 
Room that the spot cut out live 
entertainment this spring in favor 
of dinner music. With the future 
now bright for a tax slice. Bernie 
Cummins’ band,plus a rink layout 
moved into the room Thursday 
(6). 
Psychologically, 
isn’t likely to be 
weather for the _ air-conditioned 
room along with the retrigerated 
rink makes for a two-pronged lure 


Operators in this area have held 
that “names” can 
winter Result 
knowns, 
summer- 
the area 
Schuyler 


to the theory 


draw only in season. 
has been vooking of lesser 
to sparse business, come 
time But now with 
plenty populated, Ned 
has brought in Martha Rave to 
this intimery in the heart of the 
beach. with sellouts for dinner and 
supper shows for first four nights 
jand reservations healthy for bal- 
ance of week. 

From the looks and reaction of 
|\the opening night audience. there 
were plenty of tourists who'd obvi- 


the ice show 
hurt by the hot 








ously never seen the frenetic sing- to snare the summer tourist trade. 
ing comedienne. And credit Miss While the new blades session falls 
Raye with hitting with them from short of the quality of some of 
walkon. holding them all the way '& predecessors, nevertheless it’s 
and building to a begoff. She’s still 3 sprightl) 37-minute spectacle 
projecting the same basic routines that’s bound to please the payees. 
|she’s been doing for years. But a Cummins is a familiar batoner 
good deal of the “blue” stuff is at the New Yorker, having ap- 
gone. Does numbers she’s been as- (Continued on page 46) 
sociated with in pix and stage ap- 
pearances to build steadily. TODS jae ~ 
with a fantastically costumed bit 
with the Ben Yost Vikings for BOBBY 
additiona! howls and applause. 

Vikings score solidly in their W | A L | N G 
robust harmonies of pop and op- 
eretta fines. Al Norman emcees 
and could use some fresher gags, and 


but clicks via his hoofing. Frank 
Linale and small unit rate kudoes 
for slick backgrounding. Lary. 
Cocoanut Greve. L.A. 
(HOTEL AMBASSADOR) 
Los Angeles, July 4. 
Dennis, Jan August, Skin- 
(14); cover, $1.50, 


YVETTE 


Just Concluded 


ROX Y 
New York 
Thanks to SAMMY RAUSCH 


Clark 
nay Ennis Orch 
$2. 








Highly acceptable entertainment 
in this 45-minute layout’ which 
holds the spotlight at the Ambas- 
sador Hotel for the current fort- 
night. Toplined are a couple of 
solid singles who please mightily. 

In the vocal department Clark 
Dennis shines with his easv tenor- 
ing of a wide range of ditties. It’s 
an ingratiating stint, done with 
polish and personality and neatly 
paced to include everything trom 
“Get Happy” to a begoft version 
of “The Lord’s Praver.” Cannily 








PATRICE 


HELENE and HOWARD 


| realizing that the audience came to Currently: 

hear singing. not talking, Dennis 

keeps the patter to an absolute CAVALCADE OF STARS TV 
minimum. As a result. he’s able 

to get nine numbers into his turn and LIDO COUNTRY CLUB 





without crowding, and he gets off 
to solid returns. 

Pianistics of Jan August get 
their first local showcasing in this 
date though his platters have long 
been popular. Rhythmic stvle and 
ease of manner wins him hefty re- 
turns as he runs through a series 
of numbers from Dixieland to De- 
Bussy. Turn, of course. includes 
his top platter click “Miserlou.”’ 
Melodics are dished with top tech- 
nigue and styled with imagination 
to click easily. 

Showbacking and terp chores fall 
to Skinnay Ennis orch. a holdover 
from the previous layout. who wins 
| favor with Grove patrons through 
library, smartly 

B.. 























Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 West 44th Street, New York 
LUxemburg 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize Is Professional 
Engagement of One Week 
at Grant's Riviera 
(Duplicate Prizes Awarded 


in the Case of Tie) 
AUDITIONS AT 7 P.M, 
ALL TYPE PERFORMERS INVITED 








i shuffled. 

















3rd TIME AT New York Palace July 13th 


YVONNE MORAY 


hs Gentlemen Prefer Me! 
Mgt.: PHIL OFFIN, 48 W. 48th St., 





New York 
































“THE ROARING 20's," Now in Its 14th Week, at the 


MEET TOMMY MORTON 


Whose Unique Talents in Staging and Choreography Caused This Unanimous Acclaim: 


“A revolution in night club life.” 
—GENE MORGAN, 
CHICAGO DAILY NEWS. 


“Tommy Morton’s ‘Roaring 20's,” 


eago’s Musical hit!” 


—WALTER WINCHELL. 


Chi- 


Blackhawk, Chicago — Held Over Until Labor Day 


“A prize package show shimmering with 
excitement and glamour.” 
—CHICAGO SUN TIMES. 
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With Heat on Gaming Casinos, 
Spots Aren't Shelling Out for Talent 


Indications that casine adjuncts 
of nightclubs will have an increas- 
ingly hard time to stay open are 
seen by the fact that municipal 
and state authorities are elamping 
down on such operations around 
Covington and Newport, Ky. The 
Yorkshire and Alexandria clubs 
were closed last week. 

As a result of the anti-gambling 
raids, virtually all talent buying 
in that area has been suspended. 
Some niteries are trying to make 
the run without green-felt adjuncts 


been booked for the show at Ri- 
ley’s, being produced by Noel 
| Sherman, 

Situation is also expected to be 
tighter in Florida. Many spots 
there, including the Colonial Inn, 
Hallandale, have been under Sen- 
atorial scrutiny. 

The decline of gaming activity 
has made itself felt in the talent 
|agencies. Many cafes which had 
|been using name talent are unable 
to afford top entertainers unless 





main room operations are covered | 





but are not expected to last long. | by casino takes. 

Renewed series of raids in area | 
around Cincinnati further  indi- 
dates that gaming activities in all 
parts of the country will have Hazel Scott Settles 
tough sledding while heat is on ° tl 
via the Senate Crime Investigating Contract Snarl In Time 
Committee, headed by Sen. Estes ° 
Kefauver (D., Tenn.). For Longhair Date 

Nothing has yet been settled as Boston, July 11. 
far as activities at Saratoga ; 

Compromise arrangement where- 


Springs, N. Y., is concerned, de- 
spite the fact that major cafes are 
slated to Lring in expensive shows 
starting July 29. The Piping Rock 
has booked a series of headliners 
which comprise Morton Downey, 
Sophie Tucker and Joe E. Lewis. 
Lilli St. Cyr and a line of 24 have 


Hub Hotel Sets Acts 


Circus Room of the Bradford 





hotel, Boston, will be booked by | 
Pransky out of New| 


Beckman & 





|by Maurice Rocco will substitute 
|for Hazel Scott for one night at 
ithe Frolics club, Salisbury Beach, 
|Mass., freed Miss Scott for a long- 
|hair stand at the Yale Bowl, New 
|Haven, skedded for last night 
'(Tues.), under auspices of the Yale 
{Bowl Concerts. Miss Scott, who 
had been playing the nitery since 
Saturday (8), had been booked for 
this concert stand by Columbia 
| Artists Mgt. on an old commit- 
ment. 

Cafe at first had refused to let 


York, starting July 20. — ithe pianist out for one night, and 

Bob Russell has been signed for | had gone to court, where Judge 
the initial show under the new|jonn Fk. Swift of the superior 
booking setup. icourt here, had issued an injunc- 
- jtion to prevent her appearance at 
the Bowl. 

Firm of Goldfarb, Mirenberg & 
Vallon, Miss Scott’s managers, 
subsequently arranged the com- 
| promise and Miss Scott will return 
to the cafe tomorrow (Thurs.) to 
play out her engagement there 
ending Saturday (15). 


‘TOP NAMES SET FOR 
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| 

| Atlantic City, July 11. 

| First stab at names in night club 

| business is due here next month 

| according to plans at 500 Club. 

| Operators have advertised Martha 
Raye, Sophie Tucker and Joe E. 
Lewis as big midseason attrac- 

| tions. 
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VIC HYD 


Blackpool (England) Gazette says: 
WELCOME TO NEW ARTIST 


(Headline) Kitty Kallen opened at spot last 
» ‘ ‘ | week (6) with Al Fisher and Lou 
Mk. seta pe Hc yar von |Marks. Also incoming are Phil 


| Brito and Jackie Miles. Last big 
|/name stars there were Martin and 
Lewis three seasons ago. 


"Honorary Mayor of Niles, Michi- 
gan, USA," and he puts a lot of pep 
into this week's show at the Pal- 
ace Theatre. 





"Vie eombines novel trumpeting 
with a slick line in comedy. Last 
night his reception was a big one 
and he deserved every handclap 
of it." 


Berl Ives Plans Paris 
Nitery for Folk Singers 


Amsterdam, July 4. 

Burl Ives plans to open a night- 
'club in Paris called “The Bluetail 
| Fly.” Spot would feature folk- 
‘songs of all countries with Ives 
himself as part of show. 

| He returns to Europe in Janu- 
ary to give his first concerts on the 


DANNY CRYSTAL 


aie 
About Comedy” 
x 


Currently: 
Return Engagement 


MONTE CARLO 
PITTSBURGH 


* 
JULY 16 


ED SULLIVAN 
TV SHOW 
+ 


ULY 20 (2 WEEKS) 


ENRY GRADY 





Headlining 


SAVOY HOTEL 
London — July 17 


Mgt.: Foster's Agency, London 
USA: Horrabin Ent. Serv., Des Moines 
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A.C.’S 500 CLUB POLICY 





Special Material by 
CHARLES ABBOTT 


MAY JOHNSON 
748 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK CITY 








Personal Management: 


HOTEL 


ATLANTA 





* 
AUGUST 23 (2 WEEKS) 


NORMANDIE 
ROOF 


MONTREAL 
* 


Music by 
HARRY COHEN 


» INC, 
COMPANY, IN Plaza 9-291 


| office 


Lucille Ball-Arnaz Unit 
Nifty 30G, M’waukee 


Milwaukee, July 1f. * 
Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz show at 
the Riverside theatre here, first 
vaude bill in weeks, is cracking 
records with lusty $30,000 shaping 
up. 
House will try another eight 
acts of vaude Aug. 1. 


AGVA Seeks Show. 





Elimination of the 5% booking 
fee now in effect in the 
booking of vaude houses and a 
maximum of 30 shows weekly in 
theatres will be sought by the 





American Guild of Variety Artists 


| in its negotiations with circuit the- 


|} atre operators. 


| 


| 
j 


| 





| 
| 
} 














/and liquor, they are not prepared 


110,000 


Confab is slated 
to start Friday (14. 


Union originally signed a five- | 


year pact in 1940 and this agree- 
ment is still in force pending 
pacting of new contract. Cur- 
rently, union permits 36 shows for 
performers getting- under $750 
weekly and an unlimited number 
of performances for acts getting 
over that amount. 


Other union demands haven't 
been disclosed as yet. 


GIULA COLLECTS $2,500 
FOR INJURED AERIALIST 


Heinrich Hermsen, _ aerealis 
billed as The Great Trisco, was | 
awarded $2,500 by the Workmen’s | 
Compensation Board of N. Y. State | 


as a result of injuries sustained | 
last year at Madison Square Gar- | 
den while working for the Ringling | 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus. | 
Act’ was given $32 weekly com-| 
pensation. Case was processed by | 
the American Guild of Variety | 
Artists. 


Award was based on a decision | 
handed down in the case of Tor- | 
rence vs. Ringling which declared | 
that circus acts are entitled to/| 
benefits. Appellate division of the | 
N. Y. supreme court upheld the | 
decision despite Ringlings’ appeal | 
on the ground that act was an in-| 
dependent contractor rather than 
an employee. Court of Appeals 
denied a subsequent appeal. 





| 
| 





Hildegarde’s Draw Hypos | 
London Cafe Bookings 


London, July 6. | 
With an average of 400 a night | 


during the past four weeks, the | 


Savoy hotel has been chalking up | 
peak grosses for its Hildegarde | 
cabaret season. Besides packing | 
the main restaurant, the Hilde-| 
garde season has also had its im- | 
pact on other branches of this fa- | 
mous hostelry, such as the main | 
bar. 


The Hildegarde booking has | 
changed the whole character of | 
London cabaret and has shown '| 
what can be done with a big name 
attraction. She got £1,000 a week, | 
plus five rooms in the hotel for | 
her entourage. | 

The limited capacity of many of 
the West End night spots knocks 
them out of the running as com- 
petitors in the cabaret stakes. De- 
spite their “A” charges for food 


to pay anything but “B” money for 
acts. 





Danny Kaye Lures 110,000 | 


To Jersey’s Steel Pier! 


Atlantic City, July 11. 
Danny Kaye played to a record | 
admissions during his | 


' 


stand at Steel Pier, Atlantic City, | 


last week. Comedian did a total of | 
42 shows. Other performers on the 
| bill were the Dunhills and Georgia 
| Gibbs. Louis Prima orch was the 





| ballroom occupant during Kaye’s | 


| engagement. 


| Kaye opens Friday (14) at the 
‘Radio City, Minneapolis, and fol- 
‘lows with a one-nighter at the Ak- 
Sar-Ben temple, Omaha, He’ll trek 
,back to the Coast and will return 
‘east in time to work the Cana- 
dian National Exhibition, Toronto, 
starting Aug. 25. Comic, shortly 
afterward, will start work on his 
film, “On the Riviera,” for 20th, 


Limit in Vauders 


Martin & Lewis’ Switch to MCA 


Cues $1,000,000 Suit by Greshler 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
have signed with Music Corp. of 
America on a deal similar to that 
under which Frank Sinatra left 


General Artists Corp, for MCA 
some years ago. 
Comedy team _ switches from 


Abner J. Greshler in a deal which 
calls for Greshler getting full 
commissions for the remainder of 





in force. 
newed with Greshler for a three- 
year term. When that contract 





the time in which the contract is | 
Team, late last year, re- | 


is over, full commissions will go 


to MCA. 


for the couple 


Greshler past 





Benny-Harris-Rochester 
| Set Palladium Record 


| In Three Week Stand 


London, July ~11. 
New Palladium house record has 
been set by the Jack Benny-Phil 
| Harris-Rochester combo, which 


Saturday (8). With two shows 
nightly and one midweek matinee, 
| the takings established a new high 
| for a 13-show week. 





| There has not been an empty | MCA offer because 
seat during the three weeks, and/| that no 


concluded its three weeks’ stint last | 


months. - In fact, the American 
Guild of Variety Artists board had 
been taking testimony on a case 
surrounding the circumstances un- 
der which Greshler had booked 
the team at the Latin Casino, 
Philadelphia, a date which had 
never been consummated. Gresh- 
ler, according to the testimony, had 
signed for the team without the 
comedians’ knowledge on a non- 
AGVA form. Union, therefore 
ruled against the Latin Casino op- 
erator, Harry Steinman. But in 
the process of hearing this case, 
union, reportedly, ruled that a 


| breach of conduct on the part of 
Team had been feuding with | 





Greshler existed, and was consid- 
ering a hearing to suspend latter’s 
AGVA franchise. Steinman, in- 
cidentally, has announced he will 
sue Greshler with Martin and 
Lewis as co-defendants, for $14,000 
based on the contract which calied 
for $7,000 weekly for two weeks. 
Plenty Complaints 

During the course of the hear- 
ing, it’s alleged the comics made 
other complaints against Greshler, 
and was to have made application 
to the union for a release from 
his management. 

Virtually every major agency 
have been angling M & L.. Offers 
had been made by top percen- 
teries. It’s reported they took the 
it indicated 
legal difficulties with 


lat almost every show the standee!| Greshler would ensue under this 


{| accommodations have been filled.| kind of deal. 





NY. PUBLICISTS GUILD | 
MEET TO SET SCALE 


Publicists Guild, newly organ- 
ized association of flacks, will hold 
a special meeting tonight (Wed.) 
at the Warwick hotel, N. Y., to 
ratify salary scales. 

Committee on economic sched- 
ules has been working on salary 
setups for some time. After Jan. 
1, of next year, all press agents be- 
longing to this group will handle 
clients on a contract basis only 
with scales expected to vary, based 
on earnings of the performers 
repped or type of cafe or res- 
taurant being pressagented. 





Musical Quiz Bows 


In Nitery Version 
Dallas, July 11. 

“Tunes for Treasure” a musical 
quiz emceed by Don Robey, band- 
leader, will be an innovation at 
Pappy’s Showland nightly. The 
nightclub version of the radio quiz 
show follows a srmilar format with 
tne bandleader playing a group of 
songs, the titles blended to suggest 
an event, personality or place, with 
the first person in the audience to 
give the correct answer receiving 
a prize. 

About 15 to 20 prizes will be 
awarded nightly, and a jackpot 
question added, Prizes for the lat- 
ter will be an automobile, with 


Nonetheless, it is 
(Continued on page 46) 











REX 


RAMER 


Currently: 


HENRY GRADY HOTEL 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Direction: 
EDDIE ELKORT 
& Leslie Grade, Ltd., Inc. 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, N. Y. 
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prizes added if unanswered. 





The Theatres of the Stars 


MARCUS LOE 


BOOKING AGENCY | 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES ; 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th ST., N.Y. C. © JUdson 2-2000 
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Terrace Room. N. Y. 
peared at the hotel several times 
since its room opened in 1930. 
Sweet and danceable. his outfit is 
built around four reed, four brass 
Its repertoire 
leans toward the standards, plus 
an occasional pop or Latino tune. 
Vocalist Kay Marlyn displays a 
fair voice in handling a couple 
of ditties. 

International flavor of the rink 
show brings in Scottish, Swiss, 
French and West Indian _ back- 
grounds — a convenient peg on 
which to hang lavish costumes and 


native melodies. Standout of the 
bill is comely Jean Arlen, who 
scores with her rapid spins and 


general adeptness. Neil Rose and 
Meryl Baxter as “The Rookies” 
strike the comedy note with pratt- 
fa'ls for strong applause 


Buck Pennington clicks in a 
“Sailor at Large’ sequence and 
to a lesser degree in a Calypso 


scene. As the “Blade Beauties,” 
Mary Over. Florence Budny, Helen 
Sisk and Sally Tepley are a versa- 
tile quartet that makes for an eve- 
filling chorus. An affable emcee. 
Arthur Johnson, also warbles the 
production numbers in okay fash- 
ion. 

Dorothie Littlefield’s staging and 
direction represents a good job 
with the exception of permitting 
“The Rookies” to tarry a bit too 
long with their slapstick. Entire 
lavout is on the wholesome side, 
with suggestiv remarks and se- 
quences eschewed. This policy will 
have a strong appeal to the family 
trade and conservative hinterland- 
ers. However. when falls rolls 
around a dash of sophistication 
conceivably would attract. more lo- 
calites to compensate tor diminish 
ing tourist biz. Gilb, 





New RBiverside. Reno 
Reno, July 8 
Ted Lewis, Geraldine DuBois, 

Paul White & Elroy Peace, Reed 

Sisters, George Moro’s Line 412). 

Andre, Arzdree & Bonnie, Lewis 

Orch (16); no cover or mminimun. 
The first real threat to the Las 

Vegas type of flash and glamour, 

the new Riverside theatre-restau- 

rant, premiered to Reno’s notables 

Jast week, under aegis of Mert 

Wertheimer. And Ted Lewis made 
known Reno’s intentions by stat- 
ing. “More places like this and 

we'll give Las Vegas a_ helluva 
run.” From the reception given 

Lewis and his revue by 250 select 
guests, the spot is in 
The new theatre-restaurant is 

Reno's first look at, tasteful yet 
swanky architecture and = decor. 
The interior is finished in 

native stone and redwood. The 


Night Club Reviews 


— Continued from page 44 














RUBY RING 


Now Appearing for 


E. J. FERNANDEZ 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 


14TH WEEK 


Direction: 
KALCHEIM & SMITH 
R.K.O. Bidg., New York City 
JUdson 6-3345 














stage is mobile and theatre over- 
looks swimming pool and flagstone 
patio. 

Show runs smoothly at a fast 
pace. The Moro line, Riverside 
Starlets, open with a song and 
dance welcome. It’s the best-look- 
ing line that ever showed in Reno, 
and their costumes are classy ‘and 
original. 

Lewis follows for pandemonium 
reception. Hé admits in his opening 
number. “Be Yourself.” that he’s 
“corny.” But it’s a high grade corn 
that comes only after aging and 
perfection of the same _ routine 
and sticking to it for three or fou 
new eras 

Elroy Peace and Paul White keep 
the revue galloping. Doing both 
straight and comedy dances. thes 
score solidly Their repartee with 
the maestro is clever. clean and 
laugh-provoking Peace also does 
the precision “Me and My Shad- 
ow” with Lewis, and it’s still socko 

Geraldine DuBois. saucy, vivacl 
ous eyefu!. clicks on glamor and 
ability in her songs, “After You've 
Gone” arid “Smiles.” with Lewis 
teaming with her for “The Body 
and the Face” worked up for top 
returns, 

Reed 
give good 
session. 

Lewis’ unit is augmented here 
by Andre. Andree and Bonnie in 
their slick adagio routines 

Lewis and his group then take 
over for a neat finale that rocks 
the house and has ‘em begging 
for more. It’s a glowing tribute 
to the high-hatted tragedian oft 
song and foolery. Curt. 


Sisters, harmony 
account in their 


group, 


song 


Birdland. N. ¥. 
Charlie Parker Orch (11), Stan 
Getz Orch (4) Gene Ammons 
Orch (7): 98ce admission, $2 mini 
Peach ree. 





Following his successful record- 
ing experiment for Mercury Rec- 
ords with a string ensemble, saxo- 
phonist Charlie Parker is playing 
his first engagement with the 
sroup. Instrumentation and music 
are unusual, Combo features Park- 
er on sax,-and has an instrumenta 
tion of three rhythm, three violins 
a viola, cello, harp and oboe. End 
product is beautiful string music 
in background. with Parker's alto 
sax eloquentivy providing a jazz 
interpretation to the songs played 


Audience, essentially jazz fans, 
gave unit a fine reception 
Because of the string instru 


mentation. Parker has had to re 
strict himself to slow standard 
tvpe ballads. Numbers featured are 
“Summertime.” “April in Paris.” 
“Everything Happens to Me” and 
“I Didn't Know What Time It 
Was.” All personnel but Parker 
play from a score, while he im- 
provises. Excellent arrangements 
have been done by Jimmy Carroll. 
Stan Getz quartet is an unusual- 
ly smooth jazz combo. Getz plays 
a soft, almost feathery-toned tenor 
sax with restraint and imagination. 
Al Hague’; piano work is sensitive 
in solos and fills in Getz’s tenor. 
Bass and drum rhythm is strong. 


Gene Ammons orch. which was 
doubling at the Apollo 
had some traffic trouble opening 
night, and was unable to make the 
first two shows. Hague and bassist 
Tommy Potter of the Getz combo 
filled in with soft and sensitive 
intermission music. Chan. 
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| “International Juggling Artist’ 


ers RONY 


Opening August 17th, Atlantic City in 
1951 Ice Capades for 5th Season 


Direction: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Also 


ESCO LARUE 


Opening August 17th, Atlantic City in 
1951 ice Capades for 5th Season 


ATE 


New 
York 


theatre, | 




















Leon & Eddie’s. N. ¥. 


' 


Eddie Davis, Nola Pardi, Jean 


Magsh, Bourbon & Bayne, Wayne 
Thompson, Irma Henriquez; Art 
Waner Orch; minimum $2, $3.50. 





Eddie Davis, boniface of this 
tourist mecca, has rounded up 
some fresh young talent for the 
current show. And in his customary 
stint following the other perform- 
ers, he puts over the atmosphere 
ot informality and catering to the 
clientele’s preferences which this 
spot has cultivated for more than 
a score of years. His reprising of 
the acts for intros, after his en- 
ergetic song and gag turn, pays off 
both to the performers (through 
impressing théir names and per- 
conalities on the audience) and to 
the pavees, some of whom were 
called on stage to do a whirl with 
the temme terpers. 

Co-starring with Davis is lithe 
Nola Pardi (New Acts). who does 
a neat Afro-Cuban dance routine 


Another strong terp segment Is of- 
tered by Bourbon and Bayne 
voung hooters who work some 


pleasing comic elements into their 
stvlized choreography. Their bits 
range widely from the tango to a 
Dixieland strut and wind with a 


sock. fast-paced Charleston. One 
novel number, which gets over 
well, although it can use some 


additional polish, has the boy dic- 
tate a letter, while the gal acts 
out the sense, using dance-panto- 
mime for punctuations. Irma Hen- 
riquez. a fair flamenco dancer who 
is held over does some typical 
Spanish items and a good Mexican 
hat dance, 

Singing by Jean Marsh, a well- 
poised and deep-voiced thrush, is 
good. She opens with an original, 
“4 Song About Me,” which smart 
lv gives cut with vital statistics. 
“My Foolish Heart” is put over 
well, although her Gershwin med- 
ley would register better if it in- 
cluded more familiar tunes. 

Emcee chore is_ handled by 
Wayne Thompson (New Acts) 

Bril. 


Cafe Seciety Downtown 
(NEW YORK) 

Billy Daniels, MadMoiselles (3), 
Al Sears Orch (5), Cliff Jackson: 
minitniien $3.50. 

Cafe Society Downtown with 
silly Damiels and the MadMoiselles 
(3) indicates that it can do well 
with turns that have made good 
on the upper east side. Cafe had 
the biggest opening in years and 
is now negotiating with Gigi Dur- 
ston and Joe Bushkin for the next 
bill 

Daniels, colored tenor, has selling 
wavs He can turn on the pash 
at will, but he’s wise enough not 
to be a johnny-one-note on that 
subject. He mixes his numbers to 
create variety and holds the. aud- 
ience in long stay on the floor. 
He's developed into a shrewd sing- 
er who can please virtually every 
tvpe of listener. One of the strong 
points of his turn is the backing 
given him by pianist Benny Payne, 
who chimes in on harmonies and 
asides. 

The MadMoiselles, a zany trio 
who recently bowed at the uptown 
Blue Angel, get the show off on 
a solid note. Gals have what looks 
like a home-grown act and as such 
brings a note of freshness to cafes. 
They have a good sense of humor 
in their burlesques of singers, 
dancers and an assortment of sub- 
jects. They've taken an old chest- 
nut such as “Lydia” and given 
enough twists to make it seem like 
new material. The big girl is the 
pivot of the turn and the other 
two show enough ability in comedic 
support. At the present. they're 
good for intimiries and_ with 
more experience will develop into 
a turn for mass audiences. 

The Al Sears band showbacks 
capably. Cliff Jackson continues 
with his OK relief pianology. 

Jose. 


AGVA Cites H’wood Cafe, 
Yanks Unpaid Chirp 
Hollywood, July 11. 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists yanked chirp Alyce Lewis out 
of the Deauville, Sunset ‘strip 
bistro, and branded club “unfair.” 
charging singer hadn't been paid 
in six weeks. 

According to AGVA Coasi top- 
per Eddie Rio, spot hadn't signed 
a minimum basic agreement. Rio 
said repeated union efforts to sign 
club were nixed on grounds no 
talent was being used. Rio put an 
aide on watch who found Miss 
Lewis performing. Vet vaude 





team of Noble and King, booked to | 


open Wednesday, 
they cannot appear. 
Simultaneously, AGVA pulled 
singer Emma Lou Welch out of 


were notified 


bandleader Jerry Wald’s studio 
club. Union said Wald hadn't 
signed agreement, was paying 


chirp $60 when minimum scale for 
soloist is $85. 





Vaude-Nitery Dates 











New York 


Mindy Carson signed for the’ 


Roxy theatre, N. Y., in October. 
. .. Frank Fontaine is slated for 
an October stand at the Capitol, 
N. Y. .... Cy Coleman will make 
his midtown Gotham nitery bow, 
when he opens. at the next show at 
Bop City. 
Ella Fitzgerald head the show 
there. . . . Savannah Churchill is 
combining with the Striders (4) a 
singing group. Turn is set for the 
Thunderbird, Las Vegas, Aug. 2. 
... Jimmy Dorsey and Teny Pastor 
bands both slated for Paramount, 
N. Y., dates in September or Oc- 
tober Ethel Smith, sole U. S. 
headliner on the Palladium, Lon- 
don, bill for Aug. 7, is having a 
three-cornered mirror built for her 
engagement at that house. ; 
Modernaires, current at the Star- 


light Roof of the Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria. N. Y., into the Paramount 
N, 2s, Aug: Z, 

Chicago 


Chicago. July 11. 

Marion Hutton headlines at the 
Lake Club. Springfield, Il., July 
1d... Eddy’s Kansas City has 
lined up Professor Backwards 
July 13, Metro Tones, July 28, and 
Joey Bishop, Aug. 10 Lang 
Troupe set tor Lions Convention, 
Chicago July 19 Chez Paree 
has the Charlivels, Borrah Minne- 
vitche’s Rascals and Joan, Merrill 
for two weeks beginning July 14. 
Dolly Kay set for the Tic-Toc, Mil- 
waukee, Sept. 1, 

Johnny O'Brien pacted for the 
Seattle Aquatennial Aug. 11... 
Chordsmen into the Pickwick 
Club, Svracuse, Ind. July 27 ; 
Selma Marlowe Dancers open at 
the Golden Hotel, Reno, July 12. 
Miss Marlowe will also direct the 
choreogtaphy at the Sioux Falls, 
S. D. State Fair... Victer Borge 
headliners at the Chicago theatre, 
Aug. 11 Abraham’ Castro, 
Mexican City booker, in town look- 
ing over acts . Divena unit set 
the Johnny Jones Shows. 


“Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 11. 

George Stone, Joe Nolan and 
Steve Robeson motored in from 
N. ¥. C. to chat with Victor Gamba 
and Johnny Nolan, IATSE boys 
who are beating the rap. 

Jenny Foley, of the Capitol 
theatre. Chicago, left for home 
and work with an absolute all-clear. 
She made it in eight months. 

William Morris Park playground 
was officially opened July 3. with 
many new amusements for - the 
small frv. Patricia Fideler is 
supervisor, assisted by Jean Keat- 
ing. : 

The H. C. 
burg, Pa.. 
hold, former Yost theatres tech- 





Beredgers of Harris- 


nician, who is progressing nicely. | 
Colony will have a full measure | 


of music this summer. Deerwood 
Adirondack Music Center = an- 
nounces 16 concerts, featuring the 
Adirondack Symphony orchestra 
and Deerwood' Choir. 


William Morris, Jr. will speak at ' 


monthly meeting of the Rotarians. 
Agency topper will discuss, *Tele- 
vision and it’s future.” 

Thomas LaBrum, in from Philly 
to chat with Harry Nason, who's 


doing okay after recent surgery. 
Marie (Warners) Gallagher, 
visiting her daughter, Dolls 


Gallagher, who is flashing 
clinic reports. 

Laura (Loew’s) Sloan back from 
a 10-day furlough in Cleveland. 

Wilton (IATSE) Birdsong left on 
furlough to visit family. 

After a six-month observation 
period, Otto Hyman got his first 
out-of-the san pass for the boat 
cruise ot Jewish Center Sister- 
hood. 

Write to those who are ill. 


good 





Walters Angling Miranda 
For N.Y. Latin Quarter 


The Latin Quarter, N. Y., is ne- 
gotiating for Carmen Miranda for 
a late August date. If deal is set, 
no departure from Leu Walters’ 
policy of middle-bracketed names 
is anticipated. 

Walters feels that a_ potent 
lure is needed during the lat- 


IHinois Jacquet and’ 


in to visit Charlie Kaut- , 


‘PHILLY CAFE RAIDED 
ON MINOR SALES RAP 


Philadelphia, July 11. 
Vice squad detectives and agents 
of the State Liquor Control Board 
raided the Club Del Rio, largest 


North Philadelphia nitery, early 
Saturday (8) and arrested the al- 
leged owner and a half dozen bar- 
tenders. . 

Police claimed to have found 11 
teenagers among the more: than 
200 patrons. Thirty-five detectives 
and agents staged the raid, at 
12:30 a.m. during the height of a 
jam session. 


| Martin & Lewis | 


——— (‘ontinued from page 45 Go 











known that Greshler has threat- 
ened to sue MCA for $1,000,000 for 
inducing a breach of contract. 

MCA. some seven years ago, 
startled the trade when it took 
over Sinatra’s contract in a similar 
deal. Percentery agreed to pay 
off some $50,000 to several per- 
sonal managers which cut into the 
majority of the swooner’s salary. 
GAC. which had been booking 
Sinatra got 5°) commissions de- 
spite the fact that all of Sinatra's 
engagements would be handled by 
MCA, 

Greshler’s $1,000,000 Suit 
Hollywood, July 114. 
Greshler will toss a 
$1.000,000 suit at MCA for “ro- 
mancing and luring away” Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis, he said 
today. He insists he has Guild con- 
tract with the team that has two 
and a shalf vears to run and was 
“shocked and surprised” at their 
signing with MCA. Greshler is 
consulting lawyers and will make 
choice of one familiar with mo- 
nopoly actions. 

He charged MCA. with ro- 
mancing them with promises, and 
said the sum he'll sue for is what 
he believes would be the cumula- 
tive figure for life of contract in 
all fields which the pact covered. 

He declared exclusive five-year 
radio and television contract with 
NBC was negotiated by him last 
June 28. Break doesn’t affect pic- 
ture. “At War With Army,” which 
will be made by Greshler and Fred 
Finkelhoffe with comics starred. 


Abner J. 








CHICAGO FAIR 
Until July 16th ° 


“The Langs wind up show 
with some tricky teeterboard 


acrobatics to loud ap- 
plause!”’ —Variety. 
Management: 


HARRY GREBEN 


203 N. Wabash Avenue Chicago 


























Wally Overman 
COLORS IN RHYTHM 


TOURING FOX INTERMOUNTAIN 
THEATRE CIRCUIT 


Management: 



































ter part of the summer when ‘Snes OEEETO, Goteeeas 
most of his regular trade is away. : 
— - — a ns 





in the business.”—Daily Variety. 
NOW—Biltmore Bowl, L.A. 








ROCHELLE and BEEBE 


“And Rochelie and Beebe are, as always, just the best eccentric dance team 


Mgt.: Al Wilson, 1501 Broadway, N.Y.C. 


JANE 
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Letter 





WEEK OF JULY 12 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicat 
whether full or split week 
in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marce; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stall; (T) 
(WR) Walter 


VARIETY BILLS 


@ opening day of show 


Tivoli (W) Warner; 


(1) Independent; 


| Louise Hoff 
| Hamilton Derg 








NEW YORK CITY | Margaret Whiting 


Capitol (L) 17 


Bill Snyder Ore 


Ralph Flanagan O | Homer & Jethro 


Tonelma Carpenter 
Los Gatos 
Ballantine 

Music Hall (1) 3 
Let Freedom Ring 
Norman Wyatt 
Alan Carney 


peg Leg Bates 
Roe kettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Glee Club 
svm Ore 

Palace (R) 13 
\Miavo Bros 
Walter Walters Jr 
Valentine & Rita 
Yvonne Moray 
joe Jackson Jr 
Ben Yost 


\mbassadors 
Al Trahan 
Nora Toomey 
Paramount (P) 12 
Peggy Lee 
Dave Barbour 4 
Bill Darnel 
Herbie Fields Ore 
George Wright 
Roxy (i) 14 
Vivian Blaine 
Will Mahoney 
Carol Lynne 
George Banyas 
Trixie 
Strand (W) 15 
Jane Pickens Co 
Buddy Lester 
Laurette & Clymas 
Florian Zabach 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (L) 14 
2 Suns 
Jerry Colonna 
4 & D Russell 
Prvde & Day 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 14 


| 


14 Ames Bros 


| 


| Wells & 4 Fays 


Kabibble & | 
Douglas 
Oriental (1) 14 | 


Ted & Flo Vallet | 
Johnny O’Brien 
Carl Sands Orc 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (R) 13 


Chester Dolphin 
Eileen Barton 


| ‘Tommy Hanlon Jr | 


' 


King Cole 3 
DETROIT 
Riviera (P) 15 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 12 

R & M Norman 

Woody 

Geo O’Hanlon 

Albins 

Rose Marie 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Radio City (P) 14 

Danny Kaye 

Georgia Gibbs 


!3 Dunhills 


| Lionel 
| Curley 
; Kitty 


} Benson & Mann 


SAN FRANCISCO 

Golden Gate (R) 11 
Hampton O 
Hammer 

Murray 

Will Mastin 3 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (tL) 13 

4 Evans 

Yvette 


Rudells 
Howard (1) 14 
| Orioles 
Tiny Bradshaw Bd 
Lyllette 
Foxx & White 


Mack, Russ & O 


BRITAIN 


Slim Harris 
| John Porter 


ASTON 
Hippodrome i!) 10 
Jack Haig 
Gay Euridge 
John Doye 
Ann Peel 
Riga & Dorita 
teen & King 
3 Orlandos 
Svbil Dunn 
Charles Doakes 
Marietta Dancers 
Nudes Parisian 

BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 10 
Forbutt 
Piddingtons 
Drage 
Vivienne & Irene 
Radio Revellers 
Forbes & Barrie 
Semprine 
Don Cummings 

BLACKPOOL 

Grand (i) 10 
Josef Locke 
J Radcliffe Co 
Francis & Gray 
Joan Stuart 
Annettes Ladies 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Larry Drew 
Opera House (1) 10 
‘Tessie O’Shea 
Nat Jackley 
Terry-Thomas 
Gypays . 
Jerry Desmondo 
3 Olanders 
Ben Yost Guards 

Palace (1) 10 
Rolly Rolls 
Gene Marvey 
\ & J Crastonian 
Benson Dulay Co 
Robb Wilton 
Rex & Bessie 
Skeets Martin 
Linares 
Tower Circus (i) 1@ 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
Knie’s Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 
Laconas 
Jimmy Scott 
Annettes 

Circusettes 
Balcombes 

Winter Garden 

Pavilion (i) 10 
Jimmy Edwards 
Joy Nichols 
Dick Bentley 
Costello Twins 
Nino Wonder Dog 
St Clair & Day 
Bassi 3 

BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (1) 16@ 
Billy Whittaker 
Mimi Law 
B & M Clayton 
© Pairweather 


| Tipsy 





Johnny Dorr 

Edna Dean 

Cliff Bryan 

Frankie Yates Co 

Hippodrome (S$) 1@ 

Lena Horne i 

Tovarich Tp 

Sirdani 

& Brow | 

Fred Lovelle 

Joe Black 

Eva & Liliane 

Mills & Belita 

CHELSEA | 

Palace (1) 10 

Eltham & Sharpe 

Marianne 

Merry 3 

D & S Stephens 

Magyar Ballet | 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 16 

Bertha Ricardo 

Irving & Girdwood 

5 Smith Bros 

Margo Henderson 

Sam Kemp 

Jack Anthony 

Joan Rene 

Stewart Johns 

Bond Rowell 

Gordon Shaw 

Lynnett Ray 

l & S Davis 

12 Colinettes 

EAST HAMPTON 

Metropolitan (1) 10 

Rhodes & Lane 

Dorothi Neal 

Paul Newington 

Avril & Grant 

Tommy Dee 

Bon Soir Mesdames 

FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 10 

Georges & 
Lennette 

Nicholas Bros 

Yale & Diane 

Deep River Boys 

Harry Worth 

J Hubert Watson 


Harry Bailey 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 1@ 
Bebe & Belle 
Allan Jones 
Johnson Clark 
Eiwardos 
Alec Pleon 
Cookes Ponies 
Ilackiord & Doyle 
Fayne & Evans 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (i) 10 
Dresser & Dale 
Elroy 
Mifelov 
Cassidy Kids 
Henry Vadden 
Mussaire 
3 Zaros 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 10 
Woods & Jarrett 
Eddie Williams 
Pep Graham 
Morrocos 
Shorty Mounsey 





| Godfrey 
| Raymond Smith 


| Wally 


| Gene 


Gene Melville 
Billy Maxam 
Harveys 
Alec James & I 
Days 
Palace (M) 10 


3 
| Rex Roper & Pat 


Donald Peers 


| Wileox Bros 


Eddie Gordon & N 


& Kirby 


Pygram & Brandon 

Carsony Bros 

Fred Brezin 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 10 

2 Valettos 

Reg Dixon 

Kortz & Eugene 

ay Cavendish 

Allen Bros & 


June 
Joyce Golding 


|} Roger Carne 


A J Powers 


| Kent Bros 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 10 
Curzon 3 
Reid & Squires 
Linda & Lana 
Morris & Cowley 


Charles Warren & 


“ean ’ 
2 Cromwells 
Gene Crowley 


Roger Smith 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 10 

Tommy Trinder 

Barbara Perry 

Lois Green 

Les Marchants 

Bentley Sis 

Hall Norman & 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (i) 1@ 

Curley Jay 

Allen Modley 

Jack Muldoon 4 


| Les Morgan 


Lana Del Rio 
WOOD GREEN 

Empire (S) 10 
Brooklyn 
Manners 


Lee 
Jill 


| Michel 


Joe Poynton 


| McKenna 3 


| Harry 


YORK 
Empire (1) 10 
Rowson 
Iris Barrie 
Phyllis Newton 
Phil Rivers 
Denis Hobday 
Jon Boldini 


| Bernard Jones 


| Garland & Roberts | 


lan Hynes 
David Bros 


Gold Dig’in’ Lovlies 


AUSTRALIA 


ADELAIDE 
Theatre Royal 
(T) 17 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 
Elimar 
Devine 
Gerda 
Chribi 

Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim De Jong 
June Lindgren 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
Alice Bronimann 
MELBOURNE 
Tivoli (T) 7 
Guus Brox & M 
M & H Nesbitt 
Boag 
Babs Mackinnon 
Marquis & Family 
Detroy 
Chevalier Bros 
Helen Bobinina 


& King 
Bornstad 


} 


Rob Murray 


| Eugene’s Fl’ng B’t 
| Celebrity 8 


SYDNEY 
Tivoli (T) 17 
Arthur Askey 
Valerie Tandy 
Roy Royston 
Gil Johnson 


| Charles Norman 


Ray Johnson 


| Audrey Jeans 


Charles Rolfe 
Bobby Mack 
Wilma Harrison 


| Frank Thring 


Ernest Maxin 
Robert Burns 
Anthea Askey 


CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (i) 10 


| Johnny Lawson 3 


Jackie 
Peter Raynor 
Kemble Bros & C 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiana 
Charlie Parker 
Ammons 
Bop City 


| 
| Bill Farrell 


Charlie Barnet 
Arnett Cobb Ore 
Cafe Society 
Billy Daniels 
Madmoiseiles 
Al Sears Ore 
Cliff Jackson 
Copacabana 
Mindy Carson 
Romo Vincent 
DiGatanos 
Russ Emery 
M Durso Ore . 
Alvares Orc 


Walter Dare Wahl 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Chie Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
rank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 
Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Ore 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Nola Pardi 
Jean March 
Wayne Thompson 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Irma Henriquez 
Little Club 
Ernie Warren Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Downey & Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Olive White 
Althea 


' Christine Scoville 


Alverda 


} Scotty Graham 


| Tommy 


Chas Stewart 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Orc 
Hotel Astor 
Dorsey 
Hotel Biltmore 
Harold Nagei Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Joel Shaw Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins O 


| Rookies 
| Jean Arlen 
| B. Pennington 


Arthur Johnson 
Hotel Plaza 


| Fosse & Niles 
| Bob Grant Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe ji4i% Mon 


| 


| Teddy 


Mark Monte Ore 
Emery Deutsch 
Motel Rooseve!t 
Powell Ore 
Hotel Statier 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Taf? 
Vineent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Frank Libuse 
Tommy Dix 
Edith Fellows 
Margot Brander 
Choppy 
Gloria Gilbert 


| Ralph Young 


| Gerry 


Naaman Ders 
Art Waner Ore 


Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Riviera 
Jackie Miles 
Szonys 
Eddie Fisher 
Pat Terry 
Arden Line 
Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Versaities 
Don Cornell 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barr 
Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 
Freda Wing 
4 Some 


Orc | 


Jackie Van 

Little Buck 

Bud Prentice Ore 
Vine Gardens 

Jan Bart 

Mickey Sharp 

'Mel Cole Ore 


M. P. Critic 
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Jack Russell 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 
Silver Frolics 
| Sonny Mars 

| Jimmy Nelson 














we feel the least we can do is to 


American musicals. 


‘ise our transatlantic guests that 
|for years to come they will find 
| Broadway attractions at our inner 
temple of British drama.” 





| New 





Acts 








DON CORNELL 
Songs 
/ 30 Mins. 
Versailles, N. Y. 
Nick and Arnold’s ornate east- 





give over our national theatre to | time. 


“This rule has been in effect for | ness for himself since January, has 


| four years and I think I can prom-| 


siderie is currently the scene of 
Don Cornell’s entry into the big- 
This onetime vocalist for 
| Sammy Kaye, who’s been in b 


been making an excellent splash 


| via Victor waxings and impresses 


as a likely candidate for the tall 


| coin. 


i The Versailles, it’s recalled, some 


The M.P. then switches his at-| 


jtack to the London Coliseum, 
_where “Mr. Roberts” is skedded to 
| open this month after three years 
with “Annie,” then to His Majes- 
| ty’s—‘“the stage which Beerbohm 
|'Tree bestrode like a_ colossus,” 
where “Brigadoon” has been play- 
jing solidly for more than 15 
|months, and finally to the Pal- 
a which maintains 
| tional vaude with almost 100% re- 
| liance on American topliners. 

| With “Harvey” 

| July 1 after completing exactly 18 
| months in the West End, the num- 
ber of Broadway productions in 
London will be maintained after 
“Mr. Roberts” opens at the Coli- 
seum July 19. These include a 
|trio of musicals, “Carousel,” 
“Brigadoon” and “Oklahoma.” One 
|revue, “Touch & Go,” and two 
| dramatic offerings, ‘Streetcar’ and 
|The Heiress.” The latter is 


|aided his career. 


interna- | 


having folded | 


|numbers of equal potency. 


| scheduled to close next month to/| 


make way for the film. There’s 
also. an Anglicized version of 
“George Washington Slept Here,” 
'}in which the principal character 


has been changed to Queen Eliza-| 


| beth. 
| In addition, two of London’s 
|principal arenas are _ currently 
| playing American spectacles. 


Capades” is having a successful 


| season at the Empress Hall, Earls | 


“Tee | 


years ago booked Perry Como just 
before his potentialities were fully 
realized. Booking, at that time, 
| provided impetus to Como, also a 
former band vocalist, and greatly 
Cornell is cur- 
rently at the same point Como was 
at that time. The former Kaye 
singer isn’t quite ready for a N. Y. 
prestige spot such as the Ver- 
sailles, but his appearance here 
will give him excellent identifica- 


tion with class locations, and pro- | 
Herm, 


| BOBBY JULE 


vides an important selling point 
to further his career. 

For the short time Cornell has 
been away from Kaye, he’s made 
excellent strides. He makes good 
use of body, hands and gab, and 
has an ease of projection and per- 
sonality that sells to audiences. 
General appearance and virility of 
pipes also help. 

Cprnell’s biggest splash is his 
disclick “It Isn’t Fair,’’ with other 
Open- 
ing show here had Cornell per- 
forming for 30 minutes without 
wearing out his welcome. 

Singer’s bow was hampered by 
sparse musical backing. 
worked with a full-bodied crew 
behind him, he’s apparently ac- 
i customed to a full swell of instru- 
'ments to provide color. Under 
| present circumstances it’s a matter 
of getting the feel of a 
combo. 


Jose. 





Court, and “Skating Vanities” is| FLORIAN ZABACH 


/attracting large crowds at 


|mamoth Wembley Stadium. “Aqua | 


Parade” will follow on here after 
the current show has finished. 


are booked here, with a _ three- 
| week season at the Pictadilly be- 
| ginning July 17 by Martha Graham 


and her company, and the N. Y.| 
City Ballet Co. opening at Covent | 


Garden July 10. 

| Beverley Baxter’s survey failed 
| to mention, however, that ‘“Cock- 
tail Party” had to be preemed 
‘in New 


End presentation being 
about four months. 











| 
j 
| 
| 
{ 
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|| NBC's Star Suds 


Two American dance attractions | 


York because no theatre | 
| was available in London, its West 
deferred | 


the | Violinist 


12 Mins. 
| Strand, N. Y. 
| all, handsome blonde fiddler 
has an ingratiating, easy manner, 
| plenty of poise and a 
talent. Coming up by 
{radio and tele appearances, 
‘landed solidly as a prime class 
vaude act, as well as a smooth 
emcee and orchestra fronter. In 
the current Strand, N. Y., show 
'Zabach opens and closes the bill 
with a brief fiddling refrain, and 
brings on the acts with short, well- 
chosen intros. When it comes to 
his turn as solo performer, he 
makes the house sit up. 

First number, a fast-taken ren- 
‘dition of the Rumanian folk-tune, 
\“Hora Staccata,’ shows Zabach’s 


way of 


number that follows, “Hot Canary,” 














| Continued from page 1 Qe 


already auditioned. For Boyer the 
net is planning a cross-the-board 


the 30-minute nighttime 
Concept is that the daytime airer 
would hypo the evening program’s 
audience, and vice versa. 

In addition to the rating study, 
NBC researchers used Horace 
Schwerin’s qualitative analysis on 
| the hearthrob serials. Results show 
| that, despite attacks from critics 
| and some listener groups, the soap- 
|ers are holding their popularity. 
| NBC theory is that the only type 
of airer which can beat CBS’s Ar- 
| thur Godfrey is the soaper. Latter 
| group averaged a 7.7 rating, while 
| variety shows (bolstered by God- 
| frey and ABC’s “Breakfast Club’) 
| pulled 7.0. Third group was chil- 
{dren’s drama 
| MBS’ late afternoon shows) with 
| 6:8. 
| In the three years Godfrey has 
' been a competitive menace to the 





“Adventures of Michel,” based on) 
stanza. | 


(chiefly ABC’s and. 


| he not only shows a change of pace, 
| but brings out all his violinist tricks. 
| Player has a good tone and a world 
| of technique, which he displays by 
deft fingering and bowing, double- 
stopping, string plucking, trills and 
other fiddling pranks. 
number, “Tea for Two,” played 
| first in a lazy, schmaltzy way, and 
| then briskly swung, further proves 
| his talents. 
_ cial stuff and highly enjoyable. 

Bron. 


’ 





NOLA PARDI 

| Dance 

| 5 Mins. 

| Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


,/Gotham booking, Nola Pardi han- 
'dles a brief Afro-Cuban routine 
,in a slick, sock manner that leaves 
the payees asking for more. She 


well suited to the voodoo ritual 
which she performs lightly and 
| gracefully. 


Finale is a frenetic rite, which 
Miss Pardi does on a darkened 
stage under violet light. Illusion of 


|most presentation houses. 


Having | 


smaller | 


heap of | 


he’s | 


' skill, while in the sizzling novelty | 


Closing | 


It’s all good, commer- | 


A Coast performer in her first 


has a trim, muscular figure that’s | 


DANNY MARSHALL & FRANKIE 
Songs, Comedy 
110 Mins.; One 


Danny Marshall and his gal part- 
ner, Frankie, make a fair impres- 


ew N. Y. 


‘sion with their mix of vocals, im- 


/pressions and gagging. Team is 


usi- | handicapped by a lack of fresh ma- 
‘terial and an overworking of their 
| gags. 


Refurbishing would give a 
| better chance to project their tal- 
ents. 

| Marshall tees off with a good 


‘impression of Frankie Laine but 


it means little except to those who 
have seen the singer in person. 
The Peter Lorre impersonation has 
become stale and should be avoid- 
ed. Unfortunately, it’s also the 
basis here for most of the comedy 
exchanges between Marshall and 
his partner, who plays a dumbdora. 
She also pitches fer laughs with 
a carbon of Humphrey Bogart’s 
mannerisms with James Cagney’s 
voice. None of this, however, is 
sufficiently fresh to impress. 


| Juggler 


| 10 Mins. 


Strand, N. Y. 


| Young juggler has an attractive 


appearance, pleasant personality 
and a good, standard act suitable to 
He’s 
adept at the juggling or bouncing 


| of rubber balls and tossing Indian 
| clubs. 


The gags or. bits he inter- 
polates for comedy breaks are amus- 
ing, but they’re overdone. Act 
would be improved by eliminating 
some of them. 

| Otherwise, Jule holds the audi- 
ence with his expert twirling of 
first three, then four, pins, and his 
dexterity with three, then five rub- 
ber balls. He looks like a smart, 
likeable kid on his way up. Bron. 


THE ERVINGS (4) 
| Acrobatic 

| 9 Mins.; Three 
Palace, N. Y. 


{ The Ervings, comprising two 
gals and two men, have a good 
standard opening act for vaude 
| bills. In a combination tumbling 
and teeterboard turn, combo hits 
a good pace in a well-timed and 
varied routine. 

Quartet opens with a conven- 
tional series of pyramiding teeter- 
board stunts that grow increasing'y 
more complex and difficult. Top 
feat, involving a somersault by a 
blindfolded gal off the teeterboard 
onto a suspended chair, is a sock 
windup stunt. Herm, 


TRIXIE 

Skating Juggler 

7 Mins. 

| Roxy, New York 

Trixie has been associated with 
|many ice shows in the past few 
years, and before that did a jug- 
gling turn sans skates. 


Pert blonde, assisted by the 
Roxy’s Blades and Belles, balances 
rubber ball and spins plates, all the 
while moving on skates. Solid bit 
is one in which she spins plates 
while bouncing a ball off her head. 

Trixie is adequate as a juggler 
alone, on skates she’s excellent. 
Good for any type of bill whore 
there’s ice. Chan, 


} 
' 


WAYNE THOMPSON 
Sones i 
7 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Wayne Thompson, serving as 
singer-emcee at Leon & Eddie’s, 
has an engaging personality but 
needs more poise and polish. He 
does a fair job with the “South 
Pacific’ tune, “Nothing Like a 
Dame,” and comes across better 
with the romantic item, “Be- 
witched.”’ 

He’s more at ease 
acts. 


introing the 
Bril. 
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Paramount, X. ¥. 
Peggy Lee, with Dave Barbour 
Quartet; Bill Darnel, Cy Reeves, 
Martin Bros. (2). Herbie Fields 
Orch (14): “Eagle and Hawk” 
(Par), reviewed in Variety Feb. 
8, °50. 





Broadway Paramount has a 
pleasant hour of entertainment in 
its current stage layout which, 
with vocalist Peggy Lee for name 
lure, should help the house to 
better-than-iverage grosses during 
the present hot spell. New bill is 
well diversified, offering music, 
comedy and novelty but, with both 
Miss Lee and Bill Darnel, is slight- 
ly overloaded on the vocalizing 
side. It might have been better 
to sub a dance act for Darnel and 
save him for a later date. 

Miss Lee, as headliner, is on in 
the closing slot with Dave Barbour 
(her husoand) and his quartet to 
back her. She does her usual capa- 
ble job of tune-selling but, at least 
on the show caught (5), failed to 
excite her usual audience reaction. 
Again, it might be because she 
follows Darnel, as well as comic 
Cy Reeves, who hits his stride in 
this show and had ‘em yocking 
a-plenty. Garbed in a weird flying- 
saucer motif gown which looks 
plenty good on her, she sells a 
modicum of s.a. along with her 
songs, but fails to achieve top ef- 
fect until her closing ‘Manana 
number. 

Singer introduces 
tunes, opening with “ ’Swonder- 
ful,” which she gives a_ neat, 
bouncy ride. “Why Doncha Do 
Right,” which helped shove her 
into the bigtime some years ago 
when she was singing with the 
Benny Goodman orch, helps get 
the audience off its hands and she 
follows it with a bluesy version of 
*My Foolish Heart.” Next is a 
medley of “Devil and the Deep 
Blue Sea” and “Lover Come Back 
to Me,” with “Manana,” which she 
wrote with Barbour, as the finale. 
Quartet, with Barbour riding some 
fine arpeggios on his guitar, backs 
her excellently and also provides 
a nice bit of stage-dressing for the 
act. 

Martin Bros. open the show with 
their clever puppet manipulations. 
Recently spotlighted on the Ed Sul- 
livan video show with exactly the 
same act, they come off surpris- 
ingly better on the big Par stage, 
demonstrating that TV’s intimacy 
might not be all it’s cracked up 
to be for er. act of this type. They 
get top audience reaction with 
their Latin dances, the very funny 
clown bit and the _ loose-limbed 
skeletons. Darnel, on next, is a 
mite too studied at times in both 
his singing and gestures but other- 
wise does a neat vocalizing job. 
His racy jump tunes, such as “Mis- 
Sissippi,” are best, with his bal- 
lads, such as “I Wanna Be Loved,” 
sounding too much like Billy Eck- 
stine. He _ features, of course, 
*“Chattanoogie Shoeshine’ Boy.” 

Reeves work: with a batch of 
new material and also some that’s 
plenty aged but. with his fine dead- 
pan delivery, projects it all for 
top results. His patter follows the 
usual comedy line, kidding him- 
self, his girl, etc. He closes with 
a funny parody of “Old Man 
River” that gets him off to solid 
applause. 

Fields orch, comprising five reed, 
five brass, four rhythm and Fields 
himself on clarinet, excels in both 
the solo and show-backing depart- 
ments. Orch forsakes the current 
trend to Dixieland stuff with 
Straight swing that hies back to 
pre-World War II days and does 
a good job on it. They open with 
a bouncy arrangement of “Sheik 
of Araby” and take over in the 
middle of the show to play ‘Per- 
Sian Market” and “Dardanella.” 
Fields, besides demonstrating a 


her own 


fine technique with his clarinet, is | 


animated front-man for 
Stal. 


a good, 
the band. 


Casino. Toronto 


Ss Toronto, July 7. 
Victor Borge, Lou Nelson, Larry 


Weeks, Bob Goodman, Charles | 
Gregory Girls (8); Archie Stone 
House Orch; “Mutineers” (Col). 


Apart from Victor Borge, here 
is the most mediocre package tos- 
sed together here in many weeks 
but the headliner is worth waiting 
for, despite the evident purse- 
tightening on the surrounding bill. 
Several of the Gregory Girls are 
on holiday, cutting the line to 
eight; and when the femme mem- 
ber of Little & Co. (acrobatics) 
injured leg during rehearsal, no act 
was brought in to replace. 

But Borge, hitherto a concert 
hall attraction here during the 
past three seasons, is packing them 
in during his first vaude appear- 
ance apc, despite his four-a-day 
grind, is so generous as to con‘in- 
uall’ throw out his time schedule 
and finaliy begoft. 

When caught, he was on for 35 
mins. and still had the customers 
pounding for more. With comedy 


/monologs, broken by satirizing of 


the p'ang classics, he’s as popular 


‘with the vaude crowd as with the 


longhairs. Gets boisterous recep- 
tion on “Polonaise,” “Claire de 
Lune” and “Third Man” theme. 
To a rew audience that couldn’t be 
i1ured into Massey Hall here :f that 
34.40 tariff were even cut to the 
Casino's 80c, Borge held their at- 
tentica with 
but didn’t let these interludes un. 
wisely obtrude before he was back 
at the footlights for his zany chat- 
ter about trivia for plenty iauglis 
Larry Weeks rounds out bili with 
some juggling of tennis balls and 
clubs; Lou Nelson has a song-and- | 
chatter period and stays on too 
long with inferior material; the de- 
cimated girl line struggles through 
a kid rope-skipping routine and 
later a lackadaisical redskin num- 
ber, with Marjorie Freckleton in 
white paint, on for a graceful bow- 
and-arrow dance solo that injects 


some audience reaction prior to 
Borge’s interlude. McStay. 


Palace, N. ¥. 

The Ervings (4), George Pren- 
tice, Danny Marshall & Frankie, 
Jessie, James & Cornell, Bob Du- 
Pont, Fifi D’Orsay, Harry Savoy, 
Gautier’s Steeplechase; “This Side 
Of The Law” (WB), reviewed in 
VARIETY, June 7, '50. 


Current layout at the Palace, 
while falling below the occasional 
solid bills at this house, makes for 
an entertaining and well- varied 
show. Pacing, however, is consid- 
erably slower than usual with the 
running time extending well over 
60 minutes. While rest of the 
acts were kept down to normal 
length, overtime was chiefly due’ 
to the overlong turn by Fifi 
D’Orsay. 

Miss D’Orsay, the French s.a. 
belle of the 1920’s and early ’30’s, 
is dishing up a nostalgic interlude 
that has appeal for the older pa- 
trons who remember her as a 
film star. Still attractive albeit a 
bit heavier, she has a personality 
act in which the Gallic accent and 
the self-ribbing count more than 
the vocalling. She indulges in the 
usual routine of running through 
her click numbers of yesteryear 
but several of her numbers are not 
only old, they’re old-fashioned. She 
manages to sell them with her vi- 
vacious style even though the rou- 
tine wears thin near the finish. 
She’s on stage for about 20 min- 
utes or about twice as long as 
needed for maximum impact. 

I next-to-closing, Harry Savoy 
lifts the show to a peak with his 
comedy turn. Savoy is a skillful 
gagster who appears to throw his 
lines away casually. His script is 
solid. including only a few mild 
indigo cracks among a flock of 
sharp and generally clean snappers. 

Curtain comes down on Gautier’s 
Steeplechase, a vaude, and now 
video, standard. It’s still an eye- 
catching item with its menagerie 
of educated animals racing through 
a series of spectacular riding 
stunts. George Prentice, in the 
deuce position, also is dishing up 
a standard puppet turn for plenty 
of kicks. Although mainly appeal- 
ing to the juves, the clever manip- 
ulation of the puppets in some 
battering slapstick earns good re- 
sponse. 

Bob DuPont, another standard 
act, clicks strongly with his jug- 
gling routine. Something oughta 
be done, however, about the cur- 
rent rash of jugglers who are util- 
izing exactly the same routine, up 
to and including the flashing of 
medals after audience applause. 
DuPont scores biggest with his 
original stunt of juggling several 
items while eating an apple. 

The Ervings, Danny Marshall 
and Frankie, and Jessie, James and 
Cornell are reviewed under New 
Acts. Herm. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, July 9. 
| Ish Kabibble & Michael Doualas, 
Toni Arden, 3 Swifts. Terry Ben- 
nett, Tamara & Orloff, Les Rhode 
House Orch; “‘Caged” (WB), 


One of the better layouts to play 
here in some time is on tap this 
week and getting solid reaction. 

Topping the lineup are Ish Kab- 
bible and Michael Douglas of the 
Kay Kyser air show, who hit all 
the way via Kabbible’s zany com- 
edics and impreshes plus Douglas’ 
warbling, which nets a warm pay- 
off. 

Toni Arden almost romps off 

With the show via songstering of 
solid arrangements of pops. New 
to this area, she highlights ballads, 
with “Foolish Heart” an outstand- 
er. Mixes livelier paced tunes for 
the proper balance and builds to a 
begoff. 
_ Three Swifts score with club- 
juggling routine, handled in ex- 
pert manner. Terpers Tamara and 
Orloff click in their stanza, topped 
by an exciting Apache routine. 

Ventro of Terry Bennett hits for 
healthy returns. Les Rhode house 
orch backs capably. Lary. , 


his serious playing, 


Roxy. N. Y. 
| Vivian Blaine, Will Mahoney, 
|Roxy Ice Revue in excerpts from 
‘The Merry Widow,” with Carol 
Lynne, George Banyas, Trixie, Skat- 
ing Blades and Belles (8), Choral 
| Ensemble (22), Paul Ash House 
rch: “Where the Sidewalk Ends” 
(20th), reviewed in VARIETY June 
28, ’50. 
/ Current bill 
'tasteful, well-rounded show 


at the Roxy is a 


| 


‘some of it couid well be dropped. | 
that | 


‘should excercise a strong draw on ' 


Vivian Blaine 


‘the family trade. 
with her 


sells herself strongly 


songs, Will Mahoney’s dancing and | 


clowning are sock, and 


the ice! 


production is well-planned and ex- | 


ecuted. 

Show opens with choral ensemble 
singing introduction to “Merry 
Widow.” Backdrop: then lifts to 
reveal ballroom interior with iced 
floor. Blades and Belles spin around 
for a couple of skating waltzes, 
and George Banyas is featured on 
some solo turns. Carol Lynne then 
comes on. Girl makes a beautiful 
appearance as she glides, spins 
and executes acro turns, all done 
with choral and band backing. She 
knows her way around on the ice, 
and knows how to hold and impress 
an audience as well. There is no 
actual plot or story to the produc- 
tion, simply music and visual im- 
pressions. Banyas, incidentally, 
teams nicely with Miss Lynne on 
a waitz duet. 


Mahoney, a Scotch 


dressed in 
kilt, argyle socks and a_ white 
jacket and black bow-tie, draws 
yocks the moment he steps on the 
stage. He runs through his stum- 
bling bit, proceeds to snipe away 
most of the gown of a tall blonde 
who sings an operatic aria while 
he uses scissors, and tells a 
couple of anecdotes before climb- 
ing on his xylophone. His tapping 
is not only musically accurate but 
graceful as well. ; 
Trixie, skating juggler, wins 
plaudits for her juggling of balls 
and plates as she glides and spins 
on the icy floor. (New Acts). ; 
Film star Vivian Blaine is in 
closing spot. She has a strong, 
dramatic vioce, and her stage man- 
nerisms are equally effective. Sings 
“Hoop de Doo” and a dramatic “I 
Wanna Be Loved.” Closer is a beau- 
tifully done production piece of 
“What Is This Thing Called Love,” 
with Miss Blaine carrying the vocal, 


backed by the choral group and 
featuring an ice ballet by the 
Blades and, Belles in the _ back- 


ground. Lighting, staging and cos- 
tuming are top-notch, and Paul 
Asch house orch does a fine back- 
ing job. Chan. 


Capitol, Wash 
Washington, July 8. 
Jerry Colonna, 3 Suns, Andy & 
Della Russell, Pryde & Day; Sam 
Jack Kaufman House Orch; “Spy 
Hunt” (U). 


Capitol lineup is proving to 
town’s showmen that a sock attrac- 
tion and top showmanship can still 
make the cash register hum, With 
the draw planted firmly on the 
stage of the big Loew house, 
rather than on its screen, Capitol 
biz this session tops anything here 
for past six months, except “Sam- 
son and Delilah,’ which played at 
upped prices. 

Headline honors are split  be- 
tween Jerry Colonna and_ the 
,/Three Suns. Customers, however, 
go all out for the entire bill, cheer- 
ing it right down the line, with, 
perhaps, a_ slight edge going to 
the musical team of the Suns. 

Comic Colonna, who emcees this 
neat layout, had a little throat 
trouble at show caught and saved 
his sturdy pipes for his solo chores. 
Where the brass-voiced Colonna is 
concerned, there’s so much voice 
| that, even with a handicap, he has 
‘enough left for ear-splitting and 
|rib-tickling effects. 

Three Suns have the galleries 
in the palms of their musical fists 
from the minute they emerge from 
the pit on the movable podium. 
|Their disk and airwave fame, as 
well as the flavor of their past 
| D.C. stints, give them a fine recep- 
tion which they well deserve. 
Theirs is an act keyed to every 
principle of top showmanship, with 
eye, as well as ear appeal, and just 
enough clowning to set the mood, 
without destroying it. 

Andy Russell of platter fame 
garners his share of attention even 
with such competition. Juves in 
the audience show obvious famil- 
iarity witn the Russell repertoire, 
and even their elders respond to 
his pleasant manner and his warm 
voice. Opens with “With a Song 
in My Heart,” goes on to a transla- 
tion from the Spanish, “Tell Me 
Why” and wraps it up with a med- 
ley of his diskings. Change of pace 
is set when frau Della backs him 
up, opening with “There’s No Busi- 
ness‘ Like Show Biz.” The team- 
work is given a light domestic 
‘background via some chatter, 
which segues pair into a novelty, 
“You Could Be Replaced.” Latter 
iis high spot of act and hints at 


}as customary 


musical comedy possi!iliiies of 


takeoffs on rival tunesters, and) 


theme, such as “Say It With Mu- 
sic,” “Me and My Gal,” ete. 
Pryde and Day do a slick job 
of curtain-raising with a comic) 
acro jugglin;: routine. Some of the | 
comedy fits into the act, while | 
However, gallery reaction ta a/ 
novel kind of juggling act is en-| 
thusiastic. Lowe. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

George Hudson band (12), Carl- 
ton & Del, Mabel Scott, The Earles 
(2), Tiny Bradshaw band (7), 
with Mary Lou, Spider Bruce & 
Co. (3); “The Red Menace” (Rep). 





The Apollo comes up with an- 
other solid layout currently, with 
George Hudson’s band, a _ king- 
sized crew, crowding Tiny Brad- 
shaw’s septet for top honors and 
results apout even. 

The Earles, acros, stopped the 
show at session caught Friday (7). 

Hudson fronts a crew of three 
rhythm, five reeds and four brass- 
es (including. his own hot trum- 
pet) who give a good account of 
themselves on their own as well 
as when backing the other acts. 
They bring on Carlton & Dell, ofay 
mixed team, fer a slick hoofing ses- 
sion, topped by chair dance and 
acro stuff. 

Tiny Bradshaw and lads add to 
the musical pyrotechnics in the 
closing spot. Unit comprises three. 
rhythm, two reeds and trumpet. 

Songstress Mary Lou contribs 
sultry versions of a ballad and 
blues number to fair returns. 

Mabel Scott is another potent 
artist in her song session. Spider’ 
Bruce & Co., house comics, tickle 
the audience, as usual, with their 
customary burley blackouts. Edba. 


Empire. Glasgow 
Glasgow, July 3. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, 
Bobbie Kimber, Jose Moreno, Mad- 
lock & Marlowe, Sirdani, Krista & 
Kristel, Drage, Vivienne & Irene. 
Empire Orch under direction of 
Bill Mathew. 


Making their Scot variety debut 
here, Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 
score in satisfying fashion, register- 
ing biggest hit with their many 
fans. Their act, unfortunately, 
comprises much material already 
familiar to audiences through their 
pix. 

They saunter on to no build-up 
for previous U. S. 


| topliners. 


Later, Costello descends into 
auditorium and indulges in slap- 
stick, stealing patrons’ coats and 
scarves. His pathetic deadpan 
comedy, with every eyelid flicker 


_the epitome of all underdogs. 


‘let (20), 


‘production remains the same, 


Revue.” 


To complete their 50-minute act, 
they use several stooges, including 
a blonde girl who spaces things 
with a song and also a British- 
colonel type of impersonator. The 


‘comedy duo of Medlock and Mar- 


lowe also clown with comics. 
Support bill is adequate, with 
Medlock and Marlowe's eccentric 
dancing best and Bobbie Kimber 
again scoring with his ventro act. 
The young Canadian dance team, 
Drage, Vivienne and Irene impress 
in their routines. Gord. 


Empire, London 

London. July 3. 
Empire Girls (24), Empire Bal- 
. Choral Ensemble (12), | 
Trio Robertys, Canfield, Smith &! 
Snodgrass, George Melachrino 
Orch: “Annie Get Your Gun” 
(M-G), 


The format of the Nat Karson 
but 
the entertainment is way above 
average. By making the fullest use 
of house talent, together with a 
couple of very good outside acts, 
it’s solid fare. 

Layout is titled “Jewel Box 
It opens on a pleasing 
note with Melachrino Orch play- 
ing excerpts from “The Firefly,” 
backed oy choral ensemble. 

The Empire Girls, whose intri- 
cate routines get better with each 
successive show, score in neat pre- 
cision number for nice returns. 

The Trio Robertys are a team 
of highly skilled acrobats with 
well-timed stunts. Act comprises 
two men and a gal, with the latter 
doing her share of the strongarm 
stuff. 

Usual ballet spot is given over 
to excerpts from “Swan Lake.” It's 
an ambitious undertaking that 
comes off well. Jeanne Artois does 
niftily as featured dancer. 

Canfield Smith with his dummy, 
Snodgrass, turns in a firstrate ven- 
tro act that gets good reception. 
Smith's slick manipulation and 
comedy repartee keeps ‘em laugh- | 
ing. An Erin Isle finale. enlisting 
entire company is colorful and 
Wins rounds of applause. Myro, | 





a 


Strand, N. Y. 


‘couple. Russell clicks with some, 


Jane Pickens & Escourtiers (6); 


’ : |Florian Zabach, Buddy Lest 
combo comes back with a medley | Laurette a Cloinas, Bob ster, 


along nostalgic lines with a vaude [Ben 


Hirsch House Orch; 
Flame and the Arrow” (WB), re- 


iviewed in VARIETY June 21, 50. 


The Strand, in switching for the 
current session from a name band 
to a straight vaude bill, has come 
up with an _ interesting, varied 
show. The slick, sophisticated song 
creations of Jane Pickens and her 
Escourtiers are stacked up against 
the zany entics of Buddy Lester, 
while some fancy fiddling by Flo- 
rian Zabach adds more contrast 
and spice. The Pickens stint may 
be a little tos smart for this house, 
but the customers on the stanza 
caught took agreeably to the act. 
The hour’s’ entertainment had 
something in it for everybody. 


Zabach (New Acts) is an”agree- 
able emcee and orchestra fronter 
as well as a talented fiddler. Fol- 
lowing a brief theme, he brings 
on Bobby Jule for the opener. 
Jule (New Acts) is a young, ac- 
complished juggler, with a good, 
standard act. Comedy sideline is 
okay as a break between stunts, 
but it’s overdone. Laurette & Cly- 
mas, who follow, have an amusing 
comedy-dance turn whose simple, 
and sometimes corny, flavor sits 
well with the audience. Duo does a 
pleasing nandkerchief dance; then 
a period comedy-dance routine 
from grandfather’s day, with some 
amusing assists from the house 
band, ending up with an excellent 
ballroom adagio bit. 

Lester’s grab-bag of gags, imi- 
tations, recitations and general 
horseplay is the familiar assort- 
ment, some of it good, some not 
so good. But most of it is to the 
payees’ liking, Lester’s violent 
form of humor goes over here. 
Best part of the act is his trumpet 
playing and kidding, with the orch 
assisting, Lester” displaying some 
neat performing as well as some 
genuine comedy in ‘this bit. The 


, Sherlock Holmes and Nelson Eddv- 


Jeanette MacDonald spoofs, with 
their wild array of odd hats, also 
register. 

Miss Pickens and her new group, 
recently out o* the nitery belt, 
are a class outfit with an excellent 
act. Miss Pickens, herself, is as ap- 
pealing and attractive as ever, 
fetchingly garbed in a plain black 
gown and never singing better. 
Despite the accompaniment of six 
sturdy men’s. voices, her full- 
throated resonant mezzo rings out 
clearly and stirringly above them 
at all times. 

Act is aided by some superior 
song arrangements,. and the six 
men are a well-schooled, talented 
song group. Opening number, 
“Tzena,”” goes over, while the 
spiritual that follows, “Sometimes 
I Feel Like a Motherless Child.” 
is lush. An attractive rendition of 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” fol- 
lows, with Miss Pickens adding to 
its appeal with some extra boogie 
playing on the piano. The turn 
closes with a neat, although some- 
times pretentious, arrangement by 
Don Redman of “St. Louis Blues,” 
marked by some good counterpoint 
singing by the boys and an ex- 
cellent, dramatic song-delivery by 
Miss Pickens. 

Ben Hirsch and the house orch 


‘give able support to all the turns. 


Zabach closes the show as briefly 
and gracefully as he opens it, with 
a few choice remarks. Bron, 


Steel Pier, A. C. 
Atlantie City, July 5. 
Danny Kaye, Georgia Gibbs, The 
Dunhills, Johnny O'Donnell House 


Orch; “Young Daniel Boone” 
(Mono). 





This is the first Steel Pier en- 
gagement for Danny Kaye, but 
Judging from the way he is pack- 
ing them in for from five to seven 
shows a day he’s a welcome asset. 

The big music hall seats 2.280 
plus some 50 sitandees, and was 
filled to capacity at all but the 
very early shows. So great were 
the crowds not only over the holi- 
day weekend (4) but all week, so 
that most of the film portion of 
bill had to be eliminated. 

Kaye was on for 35 minutes 
when caught. The Dunhills, tap- 
Sters, tee off bill, followed by sing- 
er Georgia Gibbs, whose most pop- 
ular offering is “Dearie.” 

Then Kaye, who has audience 
with him from the time he comes 
on until getaway. He clowns with 
the band and his accompanist, 
Sammy Praeger, on “Play Gypsy.” 
impersonates: an opera singer 
on his 54th encore, a German 
Opera singer doing a quiet lullaby 
after an evening of heavy Wag- 
nerlan music; the handsome guy 
In a dinner jacket, and a pop sung 
off key, for terrif applause. En- 
cores with a neat tap. 


_ Not since George Hamid brought 
in the Andrew Sisters and Jane 
Russell has an artist drawn such 
crowds here, 


Walk. 
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New Ticket Agency Stirs Broadway: 
Report Shubert Allottments Set 


Announcement last week of 
the forthcoming opening of a new 
theatre ticket agency in west 44th 
street, N. Y., at Shubert Alley, 
caused a furore in Broadway man; 
agerial circles. It was reported 
that treasurers of Shubert theatres 
have already been instructed to 
cut allotments to other brokers to 
provide a supply of tickets to the 
new agency. The new office will 
be located directly across Shubert 
Alley from the Shubert theatre. 


The new outfit, to be called the 
Liberty Theatre Ticket office, will 
be headed by Jacob Tischenkel, 
president; George Slater, vice- 
prez, and Nathan _Tischenkel, 
secretary-treasurer. Slater, until 
recently with the Tyson-Sullivan 
agency, is understood slated to be 
in active charge of the new outfit. 
The Tischenkels are said to be as- 
sociated in the ownership of a 
drugstore at the eorner of 45th 
street and Broadway. 

Application for the new agency 
has been filed with the N. Y. Dept. 
of Licenses, but action will not be 
taken on it until the applicants’ 
fingerprints have been checked by 
the police department and various 
other matters, such as the finan- 
cial responsibility of the agency 
owners, are determined at a per- 
sonal hearing. It’s pointed out 
that, provided the applicants have 
no criminal records and the appli- 
cation form is in order, the license 
department has no authority to 
withhold a franchise. 


Although it’s figured that a new 
theatre ticket agency would nor- 
mally face a tough job in getting 
established on Broadway, particu- 
larly considering the _ steadily 
shrinking number of productions 


on the ‘boards, the Liberty outfit | 


(Continued on page 51) 


Charles McClelland 
Plays Geo. Washington 
In Green’s ‘Faith’ in D.C. 
Washington, July 11. 
With the selection of Broadway- 
ite Charles S. McClelland to head 


a largely amateur cast of 140, 
“Faith of Our Fathers,” the Paul 





Green historical drama, is set for | here this season, has now report- | Anderson - Kurt 


a six-week run here starting Aug. 
4. Cast recruited from local col- 


with a sprinkling of Equity play- 
ers, is already in its second wee 
of rehearsal at George Washing- 
ton’s Lissner auditorium. Another 
fortnight of on-the-spot rehearsal 
at the Sesquicentennial amphithe- 
atre is skedded before the all-in- 
Vitation, brasshat preem there. 


McClelland, a vet of 20 years in 
legit, was tabbed for lead largely 
because of his massive size. The 6- 
foot, 3-inch, 200-pound actor was 
nearest in stature of all candidates 
to George Washington, whom he 
portrays in the symphonic drama. 


The new 4,000-seat, $583,000 out- 
door amphitheatre will be scaled 
up to $2.40 for the show, with low- 
priced non-reserved seats pegged 
at 90c and juve admission at 60c. 
Potential gross is $5,000 nightly, 


With $24,000 weekly considered 
| 


sock, 


Travel agencies all over the 
Country will handle tickets, which 
“ent on sale locally over the week- 
end, while special attempts to lure 
froups via discount and commem- 
orative state nights will be made. 


_Dr. L. Poe Leggette, head of the 
George Washington U. department 
of speech and of the university 
theatre, heads the production. Di- 
rector is William Vorenberg, also 
©! G. W., and formerly of the Prov- 
‘eetown Players and Broadway. 
Sesqui director Paul Massman and 
€xecutive chairman Carter Barron, 
ew topper, hope to pattern 
Faith” after Williamsburg’s “Com- 
mon Glory,” and Roanoke’s “Lost 


oony,” with perennial produc- 





|First Drama Quartet To 


Tour Shaw’s ‘Don Juan’ 
Hollywood, July 11. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 

closed here Saturday night (8) in 

R. L. Stevens’ revival of Shaw’s 

“Getting Married,” signed imme- 


diately afterward to costar with | 


Charles Laughton and Charles Bo- 
|yer in a tour this winter in a pro- 


| duction of the “Don Juan in Hell” 
|scene from the same _  author’s 
i‘Man and Superman.” A _ top 


|femme name remains to be signed 
for the show, which will be billed 
as the First Drama Quartet. 


| Mady Christians, who also 
|starred in “Getting Married,” | 
iheads east today (Tues.) to play 


MORE & MORE 


who 


|the lead in a tryout at the West- | 


chester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y., prior to Broadway. Stevens’ 
plan to reopen “Getting Married” 
|in New York in the fall with a 
{replacement for Miss Christians 
may be stymied by Hardwicke’s de- 
| cision to tour with “Don Juan.” 


| Hardick-‘Married’ Set? 


| Stevens yesterday (Tues.) dis- 
, counted the report that Hardwick 
| might not be available for a fall 
| presentation of “Getting Married,” 
| indicating that the star had assured 
| him of his intention of resuming 
| the revival. 








For Fall Bookings 


Washington, July 11. 
| 


| With Marcus Heiman still ap- 
‘parently determined not to reopen 
|his National theatre here on a 

non-segregation basis, indications 
| are that the independent Gayety 
| will get regular legit bookings 
| here this season. The house, which 


‘switched from films last spring to 


/bring stage entertainment back to | 


| “The Consul.” 


ACCENT ON 


MUSIC 





BIG TUNE onOW 
OKED Thilo SEAGON 


Emphasis on musical shows, a 
notable factor on Broadway in the 
last two or three years, will ap- 
parently be greater than ever this 
; season. The increased number of 
tune shows, at least in relation to 
straight plays, will probably in- 
clude all kinds, from serious opera 
to slapstick revue. 

Fact that the trend toward mu- 
sicals has grown steadily during 
the period of unprecedented pro- 
duction costs seemingly stems 
from the spectacular boxoffice suc- 





cesses of a few hit tuners. Thus, 
such smashes as “Oklahoma,” 
“Carousel,” “Annie Get Your 


| Gun,” “Brigadoon” and “High But- 
ton Shoes” influenced the produc- 
tion of ‘South Pacific,” “Kiss Me, 
Kate” and “Where’s Charley?’ | 
and the latter had something to do 
with the production of last season’s 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” and 
As long as even an 
occasional musical pays off hand- 
somely, numerous others will be 
produced, regardless of cost. 
Among the more certain presen- 
tations on the 1950-51 musical | 
schedule are ‘Call Me Madam,” | 
“Guys and Dolls,” “Anna and the| 
King of Siam,” “Bless You All,” 





‘Pacific’ Date in Dallas 
In Oct. May Be Extended 


Dailas, July 11. 


| With available tickets for the 
engagement already nearly gone, 
the scheduled run of “South Pa- 
cific” here Oct. 7-22 will probably 
be extended an extra week. Ap- 
proximately 51,000 of the available 
103,200 seats were gone in the 
first week's deluge of mail orders, 
so it’s excpected that the entire 





supply will be gone before Sept. | 


15, when the regular sale is sup- 
posed to open. For the now-sched- 
uled 16-day stand, the musical will 


play 24 performances in the State | 


Fair Park auditorium. 


Other Texas towns, including | 


Houston and San Antonio, have 
been notified by the Rodgers- | 
Hammerstein office in New York 


that the show cannot accept, other 
bookings 
this fall. However, it’s hoped that 


ithe third company of the musical 


may be brought there before next 
season, 





“Out of This World,” “Toylanc ”| Ask Govt.-Backed 


| _lyn,” “Twain on the River,” “Mes- 
ayety, eVey S ue | ser Marco Polo,” ‘‘Musical Comedy 
' j 


“Seventeen” and “Big Time,” with 
Michael Todd’s “Peep Show” al- 
ready on the boards to lead the 
pack. Other probable entries in- 
clude “Tsk, Tsk, Paree,” ‘Desire 
Under the Elms,” “Paint Your 
Wagon,” “Tree Grows in Brook- 


Legiter in Wash. 


Washington, July 11. 





Man” and an untitled adaptation 
_of Puccini compositions. 

| “Madam,” with songs by Irving 
| Berlin, book by Howard Lindsay 
,and Russel Crouse, with George 
(Continued on page 50) 


Daffy Bookings 
Offered Stars 


The Playwrights Co. is running 





the Capital, has a number of shows ‘into some daffy situations in book- 
set for the fall. Moreover, the man-| jing the “Lost in the Stars” tour 


| 


The Guild, which 


,agement says it has been assured for next fall. 


For instance, the 


‘of getting Theatre Guild bookings. | management of the Murat, In- 
announced | dianapolis, turned down an of- 


about a month ago that it would fered booking for Oct. 23-24 with 
again have a subscription setup | the explanation that the Maxwell 


Weill musical 


edly begun actual preparations for | wouldn’t be able to earn back the 


; the 


subscription campaign. 


Al- | theatre’s expenses for two days 


i \though the matter has not been |and that a three-day stand would 
leges and little theatre groups, clarified it’s expected that the sub-| he too long. 4 


On the other hand, 


‘scription arrangement will apply 'the Victory, Dayton, asked that an 
only to the Guild’s own shows, | offered one-nighter be expanded 
|since Heiman and Lee Shubert to two nights or preferably two 


control the American Theatre So- 
ciety part of the operation. 


nights and a matinee. 
An odd angle of the Indianapolis 


Any lingering chance that Actors | situation is that Todd Dungan, star 


Equity might be persudaded to! of the show, is an alumnus of 
|modify its non-segregation rule to| Butler U. there, considers it his 
/permit the reopening of the Na-/real hometown (although he was 
,tional on a racially discriminatory | actually born in Louisville) and 
| basis disappeared last week, when has a sizable local following, as 
\the League of N. Y. Theatres, at evidenced by his reception when 
| the start of negotiations for aneW he played there in “Porgy and 
contract with the union, withdrew Bess” and appeared in concerts. | the fall of 1951. 
‘its request that the ban be recon- The Piaywrights’ Co. has renewed 


' sidered. 


Albert Johnson to Do 





the offer for Oct. 23-24, but 
couldn’t add a third date even if 
the theatre wanted it. 

In contrast to the Murat man- 
agement, Edwin Lester, managing 


Brooklyn’ on Broadway director’ of the Los Angeles and 


‘solo produce Eddie Davis’ revue, 
“So This Is Brooklyn.” Chore- 
|ographer Catherine Littlefield, who 
/wanted in on the venture, had to 
‘bow out because of her forthcom- 
‘ing staging of the new Sonja 
| Henie ice show. Davis, 
-hackie turned radio gagman, and 
| Johnson didn’t want to wait. 


t 
| Gagster, who has been punching | 


‘up the comedy on the new 
‘Olsen & Johnson musical, “Tsk, 
'Tsk, Paree,” which preemed on 


‘the Coast, rushed back to Broad- | 


‘way over the weekend on a new 
| video series. He is also collaborat- 
ing with Andy Rice, vet vaude 
scripter, on another revue, “So 
This Is Broadway.” The ‘“Brook- 
lyn” show would break-in guess- 
where, 


a 


Scenic artist Albert Johnson will | 


former | 


San Francisco Civic Light Opera 
, associations, was so anxious to get 
ithe show as part of his Coast sub- 
iscription season, that he guaran- 
teed the Playwrights’ Co. a profit 


of $40,000 for the engagements in | 


the two towns. 





Raise Chorus Dues 


fective Aug. 1. At the same time, 
the union’s initiation fee will be 
‘raised from $25 t@ $50. The ac- 
tion was taken yesterday (Tues.) 
| by the Actors Equity council, on 
_ recommendation of the chorus 
affiliate. 

The CE’s present dues and en- 
' try fee have been unchanged for 
| about 20 years. 


Chorus Equity dues will be in- | 
creased from $12 to $18 a year, ef- | 


Latest push for a new legit thea- 
'tre in Washington will come from 
Rep. Arthur G. Klein (D., N. Y.), 
‘who plans to introduce a bill for 
a Government -financed Franklin 
D. Roosevelt Memorial theatre in 
the nation’s capital. The Klein 
bill is expected to be introduced 
within the next week or so. 
|While it is recognized that there 
will be no time to push the meas- 
| ure this Congréss, at least mem- 
‘bers of the House will have a 
chance to become acquainted with 
|it, the New Yorker believes. 

The Congressman is also seek- 
ing to get the House judiciary 
committee to undertake a staff 
study of legislation which would 
place juke boxes under the copy- 
right laws and would permit the 
AFM to obtain royalties from in- 
strumental music played in the 
| Jukes. The union endorsed the 
idea of such performance copy- 
iright privilege for its members, at 
the recent Dallas convention. 


MOBILE PRODUCTIONS OF 
‘ROBERTS, ‘SALESMAN’ 











” 


| “Death of a Salesman, 


| of the two shows, for one-nighter 


| or possibly truck-and-trailer tour- | 


| ing. He’s taking his time with the 
project, however, as there’s little 
likelihood of the cut-down edition 





With both shows, the problem is | 


not only to get a lighter physical 
| production to transport, set up and 
take down, but also to simplify the 
operation of each one in perform- 
ance.. The idea is that fewer men 


| scenery in and out, as well as in 
working them backstage. In that 
way, both the shipping and the 
operating costs would be sub- 
| stantially reduced. 


“Roberts” and “Salesman” are 
playing regular road stands and 
traveling by rail. The cut-down 
| productions probably won’t be sent 
out until these current tours are 
concluded. Meanwhile, Mielziner, 
now in London to supervise the 
final preparations for the expanded 
| “Roberts” production, is readying 
the musical adaptation of “Desire 


| Under the Elms,” which he will | 


present on Broadway this season 
| in partnership with Harry Fieisch- 
/mann. He also has several design- 
| ing assignments for the fall and 
| winter, 


in Texas or Oklahoma |! 


Jo Mielziner, who designed the | 
| scenery for “Mister Roberts” and | 
is working , 
| out plans for mobile productions | 


of either play being toured before | 


would be needed for taking the, 


The present touring editions of | 


Brokers Beef on ‘Peep’ Coin ‘Pressure 


But Brush Off League Bid for Info 


+ Ticket brokers who loaned $100,- 


| 000 to Michael Todd for the pres- 
| entation af his “Peep Show” revue 
are ignoring a request from the 
| League of N. Y. Theatres for in- 
| formation on the transaction. The 
agencies point out that Todd is not 
a member of the League, so that 
organization has no jurisdiction in 
the matter. Todd himself says he 
resigned from the League on two 
occasions, but a League official de- 
nies it. 

Although they are brushing off 
the League’s move in the case, in- 
dividual brokers admit private:y 
that they are incenséd at bcing 
“pressured” to advance money to 
| Todd. According to one broker, 
the “suggestion” that they should 
| put up the coin came from an un- 
specified. representative of the 
| Shuberts, who operate the Winter 
Garden, N. Y., where the musical 
is playing. Since they are depend- 
ent on the Shuberts for tickets for 
that show and others playing the 
| same firm’s houses, they could not 
| refuse the bid, it is ciaimed. 
| No Investment 


They might not object to lend- 
ing the money to Todd, the brokers 
say, if it were in the form of an 
investment in the show. In that 
case they would stand to profit on 
the deal if the revue proved a 
click. But as it is, all they can 
hope to do is get back the coin, 
without any prospect of sharing in 
the possible profits. A‘so, they 
argue, they would be wiliing to ad- 
vance the money if it took the 
form of a “buy” and they were per- 
' mitted to charge a higher fee for 
| (Continued on page 51) 


US. and British Equity 
In Gaston-Alphonse Act 
On Alien Restrictions 


London, July 11. 

British Actors Equity has re- 
newed its offer to American Equity 
for exchange of membership cards 
and consequent abolition of initia- 
| tion fees on both sides of the ‘At- 
|lantic. Previous proposals on these 
| lines, it is said in London, have 
| been rejected by American Equity. 

This is the latest move by the 
British organization in an en- 
deavor to counter the new unit 
company rule of American Equity, 
which may affect a number of 
British legit productions scheduled 
for early Broadway presentation. 
| Until such time as the issue is re- 
‘solved, British Equity is maintain- 
| ing the equivalent of the $100 in- 
| itiation fee charged by the Ameri- 
| can organization. The 5% salary 
| levy imposed in the U. S. is not 
| repeated here. 

According to Actors Equity of- 
ficials in New York, the “offer” of 
British Equity is meaningless, since 
restrictions on U. S. players in 
England are imposed by the Minis- 
try of Labor. Moreover, the 
| Ministry’s rules are largely gov- 
-erned by the wishes of British 
Equity. Thus, exchange of mem- 
| bership cards and abolition of in- 
itiation fees could not take place 
‘unless British Equity persuaded 
the Ministry to lift its restrictions 
on American actors in England. 

The latter is precisely what of- 
ficials of Actors Equity has asked 
British Equity to do, as a prelimi- 
nary step toward reaching an 
agreement for exchange of mem- 
bership cards and mutual] abolition 
of initiation fees. But British 
Equity only a few weeks ago 
turned down the suggestion, as it 
has repeatedly done in the past. 


° ‘ ] 

Murphy Directs ‘Blue 
Hollywood, July 11. 
George Murphy will make his 
_ bow as a legit director late next 
-month, staging the Paula Stone- 
| Michael Sloane production “Little 
| Boy Blue.” 

Musical, by Albert Miller, who 
also penned lyrics to the 18 tunes 
by Max Showalter, is slated to play 
here and San Francisco before 
| heading east for a November bow 
lon Broadway. 
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Princeton Wants Names, May Fold: 


Worcester Spurting With $1 Top 


' free mats to children, accompanied 


Princeton, July 11. 

Princeton summer theatre may 
fold unless stronger bookings can 
be arranged. Producer - director 
Herbert Kenwith is negotiating 
with several film names to appear 
here. He says he’s “reasonably 
certain” of being able to present 
Margo in “The Respectful Prosti- 
tute,” with Noel Coward's “Red 
Peppers” as the curtain raiser, the 
week of July 24. 

Despite the terrible business last 
week with Laraine Day in “Angel 
Street,” Kenwith says the house 
has done well so far this season. 
He anticipates good grosses on 
Eve Arden in “Over Twenty One,” 
the current attraction, as well as 
next weck’s bill, Burgess Meredith 
in “Harvey.” A believer in name 
policy, Kenwith claims that his 
house cleared a profit of $12,000 
during the first five weeks of oper- 
ation last year. Most of that sum, 
he adds, was lost during the last 
four weeks of the season when 
“weak” shows were Offered. It is 
mainly this factor that prompts his 
big names-or-shutter decision. 

Despite a well sold opening for 
Miss Day in “Angel Street” last 
week, the bottom practically fell 
out of the b.o. during the middle 
of the week, but picked up Satur- 
day night (8). Week's gross was 
so poor Kenwith would only de- 
scribe it as “embarrassingly low.” 
Operating nut was about $5,600. 





Worcester Playhouse Perks 


Worcester, Mass., July 11. 

The Worcester playhouse, which 
was on the verge of folding two 
weeks ago, is now doing healthy 
business with a $1 top and is set 
to continue through the balance of 
the summer. After doubling re- 
eeipts with a $4,000 gross on “Ju- 
nior Miss,” producer Guy Palmer- | 
ton is holding over his current bill, 
a musical edition of “10 Nights in 
? Barroom,” for a second week. 
‘No More Ladies” will follow, after 
which the spot will have its first 

uest star booking with Susan Pe- 
fers in “Barretts of Wimpole 
treet.” 

With higher operating overhead 
than in previous seasons, Palmer- 
ton was about to close the 704-seat 
etrawhatter three weeks ago. How- 
ever, patrons expressed enthusiasm 
when he made a series of curtain 

peeches offering to cut the scale 
0 a $1 top, and attendance has 
gince justified the move. 


*Whistle’ So-so, New Hope 


New Hope, Pa., July 11. 
Local favorite Henry Jones, in a 
topnotch production of “The Sil- 
er Whistle,” gave Bucks County | 
layhouse satisfactory but not) 
@mash stanza last week. Starting | 





or otherwise. 
At Guilford’s Chapel playhouse, 


the July 1 opening night exceeded | 


the 1949 premiere gross slightly, | 
but biz tapered off on subsequent | 
days, then rebounded for the week- | 
end. At his new low scale of $1.20 | 
top (Sat. $1.80), Lewis Harmon 
must do two-thirds capacity to 
break even. He is again running 
“show buses” from nearby towns 
to hypo biz. 

Ivoryton’s opener was Nigel 
Bruce in “Yes, M’Lord,” with best 
figures confined to fore and aft 
segments of the run and mid-week | 
taking an appreciable dip. Advance | 
on current week of Shelley Win- 
ters in “Born Yesterday” has perk- 
ed up the till considerably. 





Wickford (R. I.) Barn Opens 

Wickford, R. I., July 11. 
Group of students. mostly from 
Brown and Pembroke, opened a 
non-Equity strawhat in the Wick- 
ford playhouse, formerly a_ film 
theatre, last week with a revival 
of “Hay Fever.’ This week’s pro- 
duction is “Personal Appearance.” | 
Victor Whitlock, Jr.,. a Broadway 
stage manager, is director of the| 
outfit. 





‘Cymbeline’ in Montreal 
Montreal, July 11. 
As part of the Montreal Festi- 
vals, Shakespeare’s “Cymbeline” 
will be presented July 19-29 for 


|the first time in Canada, at the! 
/Open Air 
| Komisarjevsky directing the pro- 
| duction. 


playhouse here, with| 
The performance will be 
acted in a natural outdoor setting 
somewhat similar to the Regent’s | 
Park production in London. 

The Open Air playhouse is now 
in its fourth summer. 





‘Moon.’ $10,400 On Cape Cod 
Hyannis, July 11. 

Cape Cod Music Circus, opening 
July 4, was in the black for its) 
first week of operation with a gross 
of $10.400 for “New Moon.” The 
initial bill drew a good press and 
word-of-mouth comment, and sub- 
scription sales for the balance of 
the season have spurted. 

“Chocolate Soldier,” opening to- 
night (Tues.) looks set to get a 
capacity audience in the 800-seat 
tent. Next week’s offering will be 
“Rio Rita,” for the regular Tues- 
day-Sunday run. Robert Jarvis is 
staging the first three presenta- 
tions. 





$4,200 ‘Flame’ In Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass., July 1i. 
Satisfactory $4,200 was grossed 


| Orchestra, 


Asking for It 


Now that RCA is supplying 
the entire bankroll for the 
Irving Berlin-Howard Lind- 
say-Russel Crouse musical, 
“Call Me Madam,” the big 
corporation is learning about 
the problems of show: biz. 

Communications outfit has 
been besieged by its artists, 
stockholders, staffers and deal- 
ers, all wanting to buy a/1°o 
or 5% piece of the show or 
tickets for two down front. 
Said one RCA topper, “It's 
worse than ‘Howdy Doody’ or 
the Arturo Toscanini con- 
certs.” 








Peripatetic Peerce Flies 
Halfway Around World 
This Summer in Concerts 


Jan Peerce will cover half the 


| world this month as part of a sum- 


mer schedule of concerts. The Met 
Opera tenor returned last week 
from his first visit to the Carib- 
bean and South America, where in 
a combination tour and vacation, 
he gave two concerts in Bogota, 
Colombia, June 22 and 24, and 
two in Kingston, Jamaica, June 26 
and July 2. 

He’s singing with the Robin 
Hood Dell orchestra in Philadel- 
phia tomorrow (Thurs.). Then 
Peerce flies to the Coast for his 
stint in the full-length concert film 
which World Artists is making for 
20th-Fox. ~ He’ll record Saturday 


|}and Monday (15-17) and be filmed 


Tuesday through Thursday (18-20). 
Then he flies back to N. Y. for an 
appearance at Lewisohn Stadium 
Saturday, July 22. 

On Monday, July 24, the tenor 
planes for Israel, arriving July 27 
for his first visit to the Holy Land. 


He'll give 14 concerts, including a | 


few with the Israel Philharmonic 


Then Peerce flies to Europe, for 


| his debut in England, giving his | 
first, concert in London, Sept. 10. | 
He'll do a three-week tour of Brit- | 
ain. Then he returns to the U. S. | 


for his fall concert and opera sea- 
son, beginning with a 
Hampton, Va., Sept. 28. Sol Hurok 
is booking. 





Legit Bits 


Michael Todd has arranged for 
his son, Michael, Jr., currently go- 
‘ing around the world on 
ifreighter, to quit the ship when it 
|gets to the Fijis next week and 
ifly home, where he'll remain until 
'returning to Amherst College in 
ithe fam . x Another $50,000 











winding up Aug. 28.| 


recital at! pyurg-Fred Saidy - Harold Arlen | 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


ee 


William McDermott will be musical director and first pianist for the 
production of “The Medium” and “The Telephone” at the Arena, N. Y., 
{opening next Wednesday (19), as he was for the production which 


|toured the strawhat circuit last summer. 
| changed for the arena setting, production will be done with two pianos, 
With the exception of Mrs. Watson George in the 
lead of “The Medium,” the cast will be the same as the touring troupe. 
Strawhat version was substantially the same as done originally on 
| Broadway, except that the sets were cut down. 


| same as a year ago. 





Rose Silverman Millstein, whose 


Although staging will be 





two-year-old plagiarism suit against 


the authors and producer of “State of the Union” was recently dis- 


| missed by Federal Judge Simon H. 


Rifkind, points out that she agreed 


not to appeal the case in consideration of having to pay only $250 


court costs and not an additional 


$7,500 counsel fees. Her four-page 


| letter also criticizes the court’s decision in the case. 


| 





Michael Todd is putting a new sketch into his “Peep Show” revue at 


the Winter Garden, N. Y.. 
week. It will involve a Pullman 
follows the sound of bells. 


probably Friday night (14) or early next 


car and a sleep-walking girl who 


As Todd explains, “Everybody has criti- 


cized everything but the sketches for being dirty, so I had to fix that.” 


























| Abbott directing, Jerome Robbins 
| doing the choreography and Ethel 
| Merman starred, will be presented 
by Leland Hayward as one of the 
first items on the fall list. “Guys 
|}and Dolls,” based on Damon Run- 
| yon characters, will have songs by 
Frank Loesser, book by Jo Swer- 
| ling, assisted by Abe Burrows and 
Peter Lyon, and will be produced 
by Cy Feuer and Ernest H. Martin. 
| O&H Sked ‘Anna’ 

Richard Rodgers 


with music by 


, and book and lyrics by Oscar Ham- | 
| merstein, II, is being adapted from | 
Margaret Landen’s novel and will | 


|; Star Gertrude Lawrence. “Bless 


| You All” will be a revue presented | 
and Oliver! 


by Herman Levin 
Smith, with songs by Harold Rome 


Cole Porter adaptation of the 
Amphitryon legend, to be pro- 
duced by Saint Subber and Lem- 
uel Ayers. 

“Toyland” will be the E. Y. Har- 


| satire of big business, to be pre- 
sented by Cheryl Crawford. “Sev- 
\enteen” will be the John Cecil 
Holm-Stella Unger-Alec Temple- 
ton adaptation of the Booth Tark- 
|ington story, to be produced by 
|Sammy Lambert. “Big Time” will 
| be Joseph M, Hyman’s revue with 
| Sketches by Arnold Horwitt and 
| Lee Rogow, and music by Dimitri 
Tiomkin. 

| “Tsk, Tsk, Paree,” is the Olsen 
|& Johnson revue that recently 
tried out on the Coast. “Desire 


last week by Sarah Haden in “The| dividend was paid this week by| Under the Elms” will be the Jo 


Sacred Flame,” at the Berkshire 
Playhouse here. 


Producer William Miles reached 


“Kiss Me, Kate,” bringing the 
{total distribution from the two 
companies to $694.000 so far... 


i ears ‘ iT Mitchell, star of the tour- 
ing night,| back 22 years to do the drama. Thomas » st » tou 
ee = a sae MecEurog | Which had only 24 performances | ing “Death of a Salesman,” will 


eomedy demonstrated to local ob- | 
gervers that this is not too hot a/| 


gummer for strawhats. Production cent euthanasia case in New Hamp- -: - 


ot terrific word of mouth and no- | 
ices, yet “Whistle” failed to sell) 
@ut as is customary in this deluxer. 


Jones, in Jose Ferrer role, turn- | 


ed in a standout performance, with 
Enid Markey, Judith Parrish and 
Wallace Acton featured in excel- 
— company that also included 
uth White, Gene Blakely, Sara 
Seegar, Jane Marbury, Truman 
mith, Carl White, Harry Methaf- 
ey, James Doohan, Fred Beir, Rob- 
ert Nutt and Allen Kramer. Rob- 


ert Caldwell staged at a lively pace | 


gainst exceptionally fine setting 
y David Reppa. Whole thing add- 
od up to better than average stock 
presentation. 
Faye Emerson, who has a strong 
@raw from television, opened last 
ight (Mon.) in Sam Wanamaker’s 
‘out of imported comedy, “Pa- 
~_ to 4 best oe of 
season. eron amberger 
heduled ninth = 
riday raatinee (14) to take care 
f some of overflow. “June Moon,” 
aturing Harold J. Stone and Con- 
ad Janis, is set for July 17, with 
asu Pitts in “Post Road,” July 
4, and Victor Jory in “The 
pider,” July 31, to follow. 





Conn. Silos in Slow Start 


New Haven, July 11. 
Opening biz at three nearby 
rawhats thus far this summer has 
only so-so, with first week’s 
ke no clear indication of what 
eg ahead. At Clinton, Conn., 
The Church Mouse” was consid- 
rably under par despite an en- 
rtaining production. The early 
ing (June 27) could have been 
sible for this, as biz is re- 
to have picked up on the 
wing (holiday) week with “Peg 
My Heart.” Spot is experiment- 









rformance with | 


then, but apparently holds contem- 
porary interest because of the re- 


shire. 





Martha Scott 6G, Chevy Chase 
Chicago, July 11. 

Chevy Chase theatre, at nearby 
Wheeling. Ill., racked up a nifty 
$6,000 with Martha Scott in “An- 
other Language,” which closed 
|Sunday (8), after a slow first part 
'of week. 

Imogene Coca in “Happy Birth- 
day” 
'for the first week of two-week en- 
| gageMent, opening tonight (Tues.). 


‘Waltz’ Clicks, Lambertville 
Lambertville, N. J.. July 11. 
St. John Terrell’s Music Circus 
continues to zoom. “The Great 
Waltz” last week gave the en- 
larged tent its fattest gross of the 
season. Virginia Haskins, Robert 
‘Shackleton, George Lipton headed 
‘the cast of Moss Hart operetta, 
‘which had ingenious cut-out sets 
and decor by Charles Evans on the 
arena stage. Fifth bill of summer 
was staged by Glenn Jordan of 
Lewis & Young staff, who came 
in from the Coast to relieve Bob 
Jarvis. Latter is now staging 
Cape Cod Music Circus at 

Hyannia, Mass. 
Looks as_ though 
will continue’ consistent pace. 
“Bloomer Girl” with Dorothy 
Sandlin, Dick Smart, Virginia Gib- 
son, and Edith King featured, 





| 





1,310-seater 


vance of year. It significantly is 
the most modern musical yet pre- 
sented on Music Circus card. 
Policy of everyone featured 
equally with no stars, a reversal of 
first year arrangement, seems to 
be paying dividends. Weather was 
fine and clear for all six nights 
last week. Tuesday opening and 





—— 


is already virtually sold out! 


‘swap roles Sept. 18 with Albert 
Dekker, of the Broadway . troupe 
. Backers of “Cry of the Pea- 
'cock,” which opened and closed 
{three months ago, have not yet re- 
'eceived any financial accounting 
‘from producers James Colligan 
and Donald Medford .. . Gertrude 
Apple has joined the staff of 
Courtney Burr and Malcolm Pear- 
son, producers of the forthcoming 
“Season in the Sun,” by Wolcott 
|Gibbs, to be staged by Burgess 
| Meredith. 

Actor Billy Redfie'd is returning 
\late in July on the maiden voyage 
of the Diemerdijk, after a two- 
; month vacation in Europe... Saul 
| Lancourt, of Leblang’s ticket 


/agency, has gone to his Hopewell | 


Junction (N. Y.) farm for a month 
... At one performance of “South 
Pacific” last week, when Billie 
Worth was subbing for the ailing 
Mary Martin, there was not a sin- 
|gie request for a refund. At other 
‘shows, all returned tickets were 
immediately sold to hopefuls wait- 
ing in the lobby for just such a 
‘contingency. There was the limit 
of standee trade at all perform- 
ances. 

With Leo Freedman on a 17-day 
Caribbean cruise, Abner Klipstein 
Is pressagenting ‘Mister Roberts.” 
“Wisteria Trees” and “Detective 
Story,” with Sol Jacobson as tem- 
| porary associate ... Arena man- 
agement denies the Critical Digest 
‘accusation that the “Julius Cae- 
sar” ads misquoted the reviews, 


opens tonight (Tues.) to best ad- and the publication says the quotes | 


were “miscontexed” as per thea- 
trical custom . .. Gian-Carlo Me- 
notti, composer-stager of “The Con- 
sul,” and Chandler Cowles, co-pro- 
ducer of the show, sail July 22 for 
Italy, where the former’s “The Me- 
dium” will be filmed . .. Morton 


| Mielziner-Harry Fleischmann edi- 


‘lyrics by Edward Eager. 
| Your Wagon,” with book and lyrics 
'by Alan Jay Lerner and music by 
| Frederick Loewe, is 
|son. “Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” 
_being adapted by George Abbott 
and Betty Smith from the latter’s 
' Berlin, with Abbott producing. 

| “Twain on the River’ has been 
adapted by Maxwell Anderson 
| from Mark Twain stories, and will 
| have music by the late Kurt Weill 
'and an unselected additional com- 
/ poser. “Musical Comedy Man,” 
_with unpublished George M. Cohan 
| Song, is scheduled for presentation 
by Milton Baron and Ben Marden. 
| The Puccini show, with the score 
,; adapted by Deems Taylor, lyrics 
| by Kay Swift, and libretto by Louis 


| 


‘ton Shubert, 


| directing. 
_the Robert Nathan treatment of 
, the Donn Byrne story, with music 
'by Robert Emmett Dolan and 
'lyrics by Johnny Mercer, to be 
| presented by Donald Oenslager 
and Stanley Gilkey. 
| There are various other prospec- 
tive musical productions, more or 
|less definite. Hugh Martin is do- 
| ing a musical version of “The Good 
Fairy.” Arthur Kober is adapting 
(his play, “Having 
| Time,” which Max 
| Hubbell 
| with a score by Harold Rome. The 


Shuberts are planning a new edi- 


with Ezra 


tion of the “Ziegfeld Follies.” <A’ 


| third entry on Cheryl Crawford’s 
|slate is “Golden Apple,” with 
| libretto by John Latouche and mu- 
| sic by Jerome Moross. Lyricist 
| Lew Brown, composer Ray Hander- 


More & More Music 


Continued from page 49 


| “Anna and the King of Siam,” | 


and sketches by Arnold Auerbach. | 
“Out of This World” will be the! 


| tion of the Eugene O'Neill play, 
with music by Morton Gould and. 
“Paint | 


second on. 
, Cheryl Crawford's list for the sea- | 


| novel, may have a score by Irving | 


Verneuil, will be presented by Mil- | 
Stone | 
“Marco Polo” will be. 


Wonderful | 
Gordon and’ 
Robinson may produce. 


‘ 


“Chautauqua,” for which Vincent 
McConnor has written the book. 
| There may be a musical edition of 
the Arthur Schnitzler play, “The 
Affairs of Anatol.” And Langston 
Hughes’ drama, “Mulatto,” has 
been musicalized as “The Barrier.” 
Madeline Capp and Greer Johnson 
have announced “Light Fantastic,” 
a revue with sketches and lyrics by 
Mike Stewart and music by Shel- 
ley Mowell, Irma Jurist and Leo 
Schumer. Sylvia Siegler and Lou 
Cooper may team with Peter Law- 
rence in the presentation of Ben- 
jamin Britten’s London _ success, 
*‘Let’s Make an Opera.” 


| Also, Bernard Hart has an- 
nounced a revue, “Happy New 
Year,” with music and lyrics by 
‘Ky Swift and Ralph Freed, and 
sketches by Billy Friedberg and 
Aeron Rubin. Louis Bromfield, 
Jule Styne and Leo Robin are 
readying a musical, “Helen in 
Memphis.” The Paul Wellman 
novel, “Bowl of Brass—Kansas, 
1850,” is being musicalized as “An 
Old Kansas Custom.” Herbert and 
Dorothy Fields may provide the 
book for some unpublished songs 








, 


by Jerome Kern, for’ which 
Rodgers & Hammerstein would 
produce. 


Max Gordon hopes to present a 
musical edition of the Joseph 
Fields-Jerome Chodorov§ drama- 
| tization of the Ruth McKenny 
| Stories, “My Sister Eileen.” George 
| Abbott would like to present -a 
/musical version of his strairht play 
| success, the John Murray-Allen 
| Boretz comedy, “Room Service.” 
|The Shuberts hope to do a musical 
| called “Saints and Sinners,” based 
on the circus fans’ organization of 
that name, while Cheryl Crawford 
reportedly hopes to get someone 
to make a musical treatment of the 
, Paul Vincent Carroll play of the 
same title. 

' In the straight opera classifica- 
tion, Gian-Carlo Menotti is ap- 
parently too busy at the moment 
with London and other productions 
of his “Consul,” and with the 
Arena presentation and a forth- 
coming Italian filmization of ‘‘The 
Medium,” to have time for new 
, compositions. But Mare Blitzstein 
is reportedly readying a new, orig- 
inal operatic work. And Michael 
| Todd is industriously substituting 
new versions of old burlesque 
sketches into his current revue, 
| ‘Peep Show.” 





‘Ear’ Will Stay in Chi 
Till Fall London Date 


Chicago, July 11. 

William R. Katzell huddled here 
Sunday (9) with company of “‘Lend 
an Ear” and promised to keep the 
revue here until it is ready to 
, leave for London early in the fall. 
He said he had decided not to con- 
tinue the show’s tour, in the face 
of adverse business, as further 
bookings would be too short and 
indefinite. 

Co-producer is casting here for 
the British company and is a'so 
reading several musicals, including 
“Lady on Horseleck,” by Frank 
Herrenden, and “Lucky for Me,” 
| by Dan Rodden. 
| : 
| Katzell Back to Eng. 

William R. Katzell, who returned 
to the U. S. about a week ago after 





Gottlieb left over the weekend for | 80n and librettist Otto Harbach are’ several months in London, is re- 


_the Coast, where he hopes to set 


; Sunday finale se kest ad ti a4 
ng with a come-on in the form o&-performances, ediateeieiene + au Soe Che geotuctes S.8 me: | 


sica 


| readying a show. 

Also, Irving L. Jacobs is seeking 

{a composer to supply the tunes for 
- 


portedly going back to England in 

two or three weeks, after a brief 

stop-of" in New York. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on Vartety’s 
boxoffice esturates for last week (the 6th week of the season) 


‘SING’ CLICKS AT 406 
IN 7 TIMES AT ST. L. 


With one performance lost due 














. . to a cloudburst, “Of Thee I Sing,” 
and the corresponding week of last season: aye wins | presented for the second time in 
BROADWAY cant aceenie the Municipal Theatre Assn.’s Al- 
; fresco Playhouse in Forest Park, 
Number ae ear . 18 15 wound up ae seven-night stand 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 118 102 |Sunday (9) witha neat b.o. score. 
Total gross for all current shows last week. $361,500 $342,600 The musical satire was first offered 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows... $2,777,800 $2,506,300 here several seasons ago. Business on Broadway, already in 
Number of new productions so far........ 1 1 A total of 64,000 patrons paid an a severe decline, took another 
ROAD estimated $40,000 on the line. The | abrupt drop last week. The down- 
(Excluding Stock) | piece and cast, notably Joan Hallo- | beat was even greater than normal 
Number of current touring shows reported 9 10 |Wway, Joey Faye, Richard Went-| for the post-holiday period and, ac- 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 61 67 {worth and Phil Seeds, all making | cording to statistical records for 
Total road gross reported last week..... $204,300 $248.000 | local bows, along with Wilbur | the last few seasons, is the worst 
Season’s total road gross so far............ $1,523,700 $1,671,900 |Evans, a longtime fave, copped.|in recent memory. All the estab- 
plaudits from the crix. Out-| lished shows except “South Pa- 
standers in support were Edwin | cific’ felt the slump, several of 
| Steffe, Carolyn Tenner, Leonard | the bigger hits sagging below the 


Chi Crimped by Holiday Slump: 
‘Okla.’ $15,500, Ear’ $13,000, Mice’ 106 


Chicago, July 11. + 


Midweek holiday took its toll at | 
Chicago legiters last week. Light 
business first part of the week was 
reported by all three shows. Wed- 
nesday matinee (5) was also lean, 
but weekend picked up a bit. 

While advance on “Mice” and 
“Ear” is moderate, “Oklahoma” | 
has spurted as a result of mail or- 
ders throughout the midwest. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern 
(15th wk) ($4.94; 1,500), Lean 
pickings at about $13,000. 

“Oklahoma” Erlanger (11th wk) 
$4.33; 1,334). Dim at $15,500. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (9th 
wk) ($3.71; 1,000). Not too bright 
with $10,000. 


Salesman’ $17,700; 








‘Marie’ $40,000, SF. 


| 


San Francisco, July 11. 
Second in the Civie Light Opera 
series, “Rose Marie,” which 
premed Monday (3), got a_ boff 
b.o. reaction at the 1,550-seat Cur- | 





Strawhat Tryouts 


THIS WEEK 
“And Never Been Kissed’— 
Robert Daggett playhouse, West- 
boro, Mass. (10-15). 
“Duet or One’—Repertory the- 
atre, Chautauqua, N. Y. (11-16). 
“Easy Does It”—Green Man- 


‘sions, Warrensburg, N. Y. (12-14). 


“Life of the Party’—Country 
playhouse, Westport, Conn. (10-15). 

“Maria Mitchell” — Straight 
Wharf theatre, Provincetown, 
Mass. (10-15). 

“Miss Mabel’—Falmouth play- 
house, Connamessett, Mass. (10- 
15). 

“Open Season”—Duxbury (Mass.) 
playhouse (11-15). 


County | 


Elliott and Maureen Cannon. | break-even point for the first time. 
| “Robin Hood,” presented in the! Attendance was off the first part 
open air theatre five times previ- | of the week, apparently because of 
ously, the last during the 1946 the July 4 holiday. It failed to 
| season, opened a one-week en-/ recover thereafter, and reached 
gagement last night (Mon.) with | brutal proportions at the Saturday 
|new faces in lead roles. They are! (‘8) performances. Feeling among 
‘Anne Bollinger, soprano of the | Broadway managements and brok- 
New York Met, and Lloyd Thomas | ers is that, in addition to the ad- 
|Leech, ‘tenor of the New York | verse seasonal conditions, the war 
|Opera Co., Lois Hunt, William | news and the almost ideal weather 
'Menda and Viola Roache. They/| last week reduced theatre-going. 
clicked along with Mary Hopple, There appears to be little prospect 
‘Edwin Steffe, Richard Wentworth | of a tourist influx for some time, 
and Evans Thornton. Dance spe- | and although a brief upward flurry 
cialties by Ruthanna Boris and is due within the next week or 
Leon Danielian also scored. A | two, no marked improvement is ex- 
‘mob of 9,600, the largest opening | pected before mid-August. 
'night attendance of the season,' The total gross for all 18 shows 
grossed approximately $4,000. last week was $361,500, or 60.94°% 
| indication of how fast the business 


| of capacity, a drop of 10.22% from 

\ ; ithe boxoffice volume of the pre- 
Roberts $12,000, 

| fall-off has been, the gross of two 

‘ ’ weeks ago was $479,700 for 19 

+) (0 H h shows, or 79.55% of capacity. 

Kate § ’ 9 ll There were no closings last week, 


|} vious week, when the total gross 
but “Mister Roberts,” ‘Wisteria 





| was $426,500 for 19 shows. As an 


Boston, July 11. 





will lay off next Saturday night 


Trees” and ‘Texas, Li’l Darlin’ ” | 


“Parisienne’”” — Bucks Hub’s legit fare continues fairly 
playhouse, New Hope, Pa. (10-15).! strong in spite of the expected sea- 
“Professor Cupid”—Ford’s the- sonal slump. “Kiss Me, Kate” re- 
atre, Verbank, N. Y. (12-16), /mains at the Shubert and “Mister 
“Round We Go”—Green Man-| Roberts” at Colonial. 


(15) for four weeks. There may be 
+two and possibly three or four 
' permanent closings in the next 
week or so unless conditions im- 


sions, Warrensburg, N. Y. (15-16). | 
NEXT WEEK 


County playhouse, Mahopac, N. Y. 
(18-23). 


Estimates for Last Week 


prove. 


“Mister Roberts,” Colonial (18th | Estimates for Last Week 


| wk) ($3.60; 1,500). Considering ex- 


| “Dorothy” —- Hillbarn theatre, | > ee ; CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue) 
San Mateo, Cal. (21-22). fae tag Rag i ge ® (3d M (Musical), O (Operetta). ; 
“Happier Harvest” — Putnam). a: Oh.e “at : | Other nthetic fi > fe 
wk) ($4.20-$4.80; 1,700). Dipped | er pareninetic figures reyer, 


with the holiday and weather to | Tespectively, to top price, number 
|of seats and capacity gross. Price 





ran. First week gross hit a capac-| “Live Wire’—Ogunquit (Me.), about $30,000. states GML aenuneesned tank that 
ity $40,000, with house scaled to playhouse (17-22). , peng yeaa ior i . 
$4.80. “Miranda” — Duxbury (Mass.) L | 0 G grosses are net: te., exclusive of 
“Death of a Salesman,” with | playhouse (18-22). 0Cca peretta roup tax. , _ : 9 
Thomas Mitchell, slipped a bit at; “Miss Mabel”—Olney (Md.) the- Pig: we Party,” Miller (25th 
the 1,775-seat Geary, chalking up atre (18-22). wk) (CD-$4.80; 940; $21.600). Pre- 


an okay $17.700 for its third stanza, 
at a $3.60 top. 











New Agency 


Continued from page 49 








may have an easier time if it ac- 
tually has the support of the Shu- 
berts. The managements of other 
independent theatres have _ indi- 
cated they would not allot tickets 
to a new broker. But producers | 
of several hits playing Shubert 
houses, although deploring§ the 
entry of a new agency into an al- 
ready-overcrowded field, privately 
admit that they have little chance | 
of preventing allotments from go- | 
ing to Liberty. 

It’s estimated that the overhead | 
for a major ticket agency in a 
choice location such as Liberty’s | 
would run to around? $50,000 a) 
year, including rent, salaries and | 
commissions for an outside man | 
and a staff of trained sales clerks. 
At a 75e commission per ticket, | 
“that would take an awful lot of | 
sales,” one established broker re- | 
marks, 


Current Road Shows 


(July 9-22) 








——— 


_ “Death of a Salesman”—Geary, | 
S. F. (10-22), 
“Kiss Me, Kate’—Shubert, Bos-— 
ton (10-22), 
“Lend An Ear” — Great North- 
ern, Chi (9-22), 


“Mister Roberts’ — Colonial, 


Green. 


“My French Wife”’—Matunuck 


A(R. 1.) playhouse (17-22). 


“Parisienne” — Cape playhouse, 
Dennis, Mass. (17-22). 

“Revue on a Shoe °*String”’— 
Mansions, Warrensburg, 
mF. C28), 

“Spring for Sure”’—Robert Dag- 
gett playhouse, Westboro, Mass. 
(18-23). 


SALARY KEY TO BLAIR 





STAYING IN ‘PACIFIC’ 


Whether or not Janet Blair con- 
tinues as femme lead in the tour- 
ing “South Pacific’ beyond next 
fall apparently depends on whether 
she and the management come to 
financial terms. The actress’ 
present contract has a four-week 


termination clause, which she re-| 


portedly plans to exercise prior to 
the Chicago engagement next No- 
vember, unless she gets a salary 
raise. Oscar Hammerstein, II, co- 
producer and co-author of the 
musical, goes to the Coast this 
weekend with John Fearnley, 
Rodgers & Hammerstein casting 
director, to try to iron out the sit- 
uation. ‘ 

When Miss Blair was originally 
set for the part she was not given 
a run-of-the-play contract, as 
neither she nor the management 
was sure how she’d work out in 


, the part, so neither wanted to be 


committed to a term deal at any 
specific salary. Now that she’s es- 
tablished in the show, Miss Blair 


is understood to want a substan- 


tial raise for signing to stick with 


vious week, $13,800; last week, al- 
most $11,200. 

“Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
Booth (21st wk) (D-$4,.80:; 712; $20.- 
000). Previous week, $9,900; last 
week, over $7,300. 

“Death of a. Salesman,” Moros- 
co (74th wk) (D-$4.80; 914: $23.- 


Seattle, July 11. 
The Sterling chain’s Uptown 
| theatre has been leased for a two- 
/month period by the Windsor | 


| Light Opera Guild, Inc., for pre-| 
| duction of light opera and popular 


| Rents Seattle Filmer 


| ‘ > ‘a P f 
plays, First bill, “H. M. S. Pina-' 99). Previous week, $11,000; last 
_fore,” ends a two-week run Sun-, week, nearly $10,900. 

|day (16) and second, “The Drunk- “Detective Story,” Broadhurst 


ard,” will preem July 20. | (68th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,160; $26,000). 
The 750-seat theatre is scaled at Previous week, $8,500; last week, 
$1.25 top, with performances set about $8,000. 
for Thursday through Sunday. Bill “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Moeller is director, and Betty Gor- (31st. wk) (M-$6; 1.628; $48,244). 
don and Francis McKay head the Previous week, $47,300; last week, 
cast of “Pinafore.” | Slee whens » py th (2ath 
A number of local radio per-— , ymoutn | 
formers are set to appear in “The be ad Rp age ME neigh wld a 
Drunkard.” _most $16,100. 
=, # “Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (79th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $46,650). Previous 























Brokers Beef week, $38,000; last week, about 
$27,000. 

‘onti “Member of the Wedding,” Em- 

Continued from page 49 pire (27th wk) (D-$4.80: 1,082: 


the tickets. But under the legal $24,000). Previous week, $16,300; 

limit of 75¢ per ticket, there is no last week, about $13,000. 

margin to earn back the amount of “Mister Roberts,” Alvin (124th 

a “buy.” wk) _ (CD-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). 
There’s apparently little chance’ Previous week, $21,900; last week, 

of the brokers’ organization taking $21,500; lays off Saturday night 

any action in the matter. The (15) for four weeks. 


group is not strong enough to try | Paes: Ret bo: hong Psy ny 


to buck the Shuberts, it’s ex-, . Ate ~ ; 
plained, and any attempt in that | ‘Sees $36200" 44 wale sam 


direction would bring wholesale E 
defections on the part of the mem- lar eight performances, $46,900; 
bers and result in the breakup of, 


the organization. Peter Pan,” Imperial (11th wk) 


(M-$4.80; 1,400; $34,500). Previous 


N. Y. Commissioner of Investi- ,, 5 ee ; 
gation James H. Shiels, who was a last week, about 
(65th 


informed of the situation through; “South Pacific,” Majestic 

an item in the drama columns of wk) (M-$6; 1,659: $50,186). Still 
one of the New York dailies, getting the standee limit at all 
doesn’t intend to look into it fur- performances; $50,600 


Bost. (10-22), \it. In case an agreement isn’t/ther. No violation of the ticket) “Texas, L’il Darlin’” Hellinger 
“Oklahoma” — Erlanger, Chi, | Teached with Miss Blair, the lat-| code of the license department is | (33d wk) (M-$6; 1.543; $42,000). 
(9-29). |ter’s understudy, Estelle Loring, | involved, he says, so the matter is Previous week, $12,800; last week, 


“Rose Marie’—Curran, S. F. 
(10-22), 

“South Pacific’ — Philharmonic 
Aud., L. A. (10-22). 

“Two Blind Mice”—Harris, Chi. 
(9-22), | 


Show in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 
CD (‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), | 
M (Musical), O (Operetta), 
_“The Live Wire” (c) —Mike | 
Todd; director, Garson Kanin. ‘ 


+ 








who~- is highly regarded by the 


' management, may get the assign- 


ment, 





Post Quits Norwich 
Norwich, Conn., July 11. 
Ted Post, stage director of the 
Norwich summer theatre for 
last three seasons, has exited the 
assignment. No reasons for the 
move have been given, but the mat- 
ter is understood to involve charges 
and counter-charges filed with Ac- 
tors Equity. 
Herb Kneeter is producer of the 
spot. - 


the | 


something for the theatre itself to $11,000; closes Saturday night (15) 
handle. _ for Pn are . 
The commissioner reveals, inci-, “The Consul,” Barrymore (17t 
dentally, that his department has Sectvtcas each? BEL Gees Wat taeek 
not yet made any spot checks of pt dal $16,000.” ,000; la: ‘ 





broker records under the new “"« ” 

| code, but will probably do so early wh) Tene —_ wane — 
in the fall. With attendance On vious week, $12.000: last week 
Broadway relatively light during ;eached $10,000. ° ’ 
the summer, there is probably lit-|  «where’s Charley?” St. James 


tle scalping, so the work of ex- (90th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $38,700). 
| amining the brokers’ books and ac- Previous week, $30,000; last week, 
| counts will not be undertaken until | about $25,000. 

‘the expected boxoffice upturn’ “Wisteria Trees,” 


| takes place, ;(15th wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,214; $33,- 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 


topped capacity Monday night (10). ! 


Martin Beck 


Broadway B.O. Goes Into Deep Sag, 
Downbeat Greater Than Normal, 
‘Pacific’ OK, ‘Peep Show’ $46,900 


'000). Previous week, $13,000; last 
| week, $10,500 tays off Saturday 
| night (15) for four weeks. ; 


i Stock 
| “Julius Caesar,” Arena (3d wk) 
i\(C-$3; 500; $10,600). Previous 


| week, $7,200; last week, $6,400; 


closes Saturday night (15); next 
offering, the Gian-Carlo Menotti 
|double-bill, “The Medium” and 
| “The Telephone,” opens July 19. 
Future Schedule 

| Festival Theatre (opening bill, 
“Parisienne”), July 24. Fulton; 
“Daphne Laureola,” Sept. 18, 


|Music Box; “Southern Exposure,” 
| Sept. 26, Biltmore; “Black Chiffon,” 
| Sept. 27, Mansfield; “Season in 
ithe Sun,” Sept. 28, theatre un- 
| specified; “Affairs of State,” Oct. 
|2, Royale; “Giaconda Smile,” Oct. 
\3, Lyceum; “Call Me Madam,” 
Oct. 9, Imperial; “Legend of 
|Sarah,” Oct. il, theatre unspeci- 
fied; “Curious Savage,” Oct. 12, 
‘theatre unspecified; “Lady’s Net 
for Burning,” Nov. 6, Royale. 


Pacific’ $57,100, 


‘Liberty’ 396, LA. 


Los Angeles, July 11. 
| Weather and the war scare com- 
| bined Jast week to hit local legit 
| biz, only “South Pacific,” as ex- 
| pected, failing.to skid. Frame saw 
ithe windup of “Getting Married,” 
which shut down here after two in- 
| the-red weeks, but plans a Broad- 
| way reopening in the fall, under 

ANTA sponsorship. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Getting Married,” Bilimore (2d 
wk) ($3.60; 1,636). Dour $9.000 on 
the windup; two-week total of 
around $19,000 meaning a loss of 
about $13,000. 

“Miss Liberty,” Greek theatre 
(Ist wk) ($3.60; 4.400). Open-air 
house’s season got off to a slow 
start; $39,000 take was some $6,000 
below costs. 

“South Pacific,” Philharmonic 
Aud (7th wk) ($4.80; 2,600). Frac- 
tionally off; $57,100 is close to all 
house will hold under current 
policy. 


‘AL FRESCO ‘SHOW BOAT’ 
BIG OPENER IN L’VILLE 


Louisville, July 11. 

| Iroquois Amphitheatre launched 

_its six-week summer season of mu- 

| sicals Thursday (7) with “Show 

| Boat,” Jerome Kern and Oscar 
perennial, to a 











| Hammerstein, II, 


| capacity audience in the 3,500-seat - 


spot. Featured were Robert Sha- 
'fer, Gloria Hamilton, David Burns, 
Terry Saunders, Sammy White, 
‘Dorothy Keller, with a local sing- 
ing chorus of 24, corps de ballet, 
_and an augmented orchestra. 
Opening bill continues through 
‘next Sunday night (16) and is un- 
der the direction of Denis DuFor, 
Subsequent shows will play for one 
| week, at prices ranging from 60c¢ 
ito $3. 


‘Male Animal’ a Click 
In Home Locale, Ohio U. 


Columbus, July 11. 
First local exposure to theatre- 
.in-the-round was _— successfully 
| brought off at Ohio State U. Sta- 








idium theatre last Wednesday-Sat- 


| urday (5-8), with near-capacity 
crowds viewing “Male Animal.” 
| Odd angle was that the James 
'Thurber-Elliott Nugent comedy 
|was presented beneath the very 


stadium and on the campus it 
Both Thurber and Nu- 
‘gent are OSU grads, and a lot 
|of their material came straight 
| from their student days. 

| Actors for the troupe are recruit- 
‘ed from the student body and from 
anyone in Columbus who wants to 
‘audition. Although both Dispatch 
,and Citizen critics thought the pro- 
‘duction was okay, Samuel T. Wil- 
son, of the former paper, wanted 
to reserve his decision on arena 
' staging until he saw a performance 
of a drama with which he was not 
so familiar as “Animal.” Norman 
‘Nadel, of the Citizen, pronounced 
the first commercial use of arena 
style in central Ohio an unqualified 
| “overwhelming success.” 


} 


| Satirizes. 
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Strawhat Reviews 


Parisienne 


Theron Bamberger presentation 
tival Theatre production of come 
three acts, by 
Ashley Dukes. Stars aye 
Francis Lederer, Romney Brent, Helmut 


Dantine. Staged by Sam Wanamaker; set- | proboscis 


ing, David Reppa. At Bucks County 
playhouse, New Hope, Pa., July 10, ‘50; 
at $3.60 top. 

Clotilde Dumesnil.......- Faye Emerson 
Adolph Dumesnil........ Romney Brent 
eS PEP e ry en Francis Lederer 
DEA, o ves s00s sew enends Helmut Dantine 
AGES. cc vccervecesovascsess ...Mary Mears 





This first Festival Theatre offer- 
ing was accompanied by a minu- 
scule of festivity when it made its 
American premiere Monday night 
(10) at Theron Bamberger’s local 
playhouse. There was little gaiety 
on stage and less on the other side 
of the proscenium as Sam Wana- 
maker and Terese Hayden's inter- 
esting cast made valiant efforts to 
apply artificial respiration to Henri 
Becque’s 50-year-old script. As an 
example of  turn-of-the-century 
French comedy, ‘Parisienne’ may 
have a clinical interest for drama 
students, but is so modest in its 
plotting and so pedestrian in its 
lines that the producers’ object in 
exhuming it remained at final cur- 
tain a mystery. 


Action, if that’s the word, in the | 


single drawing room set, concerns 
a typical French triangle, or—in 
this case—a quadrangle, with wife 
(Faye Emerson) temporary alienat- 
ing one lover (Francis Lederer) so 
that she may use another (Helmut 
Dantine) to advance the fortunes 
of her ineffectual spouse (Romney 





“OF THEE 
| SING” 


@ First Off-Broadway Pro- 
duction of George S. Kauf- 
man's and Morrie Ryskind's 
Pulitzer Prize-winning musi- 
cal comedy. .. Now Playing 
at CHICAGO 1950 FAIR'S 
"Music-in-the-Round”. 








MEYER ZOLOTAREFF—CHICAGO 
HERALD-AMERICAN: “ORCHIDS 
TO JESS KIMMEL, the brillant stage 
director and adapter of the satire 
on American foibles. He did a 
great job of condensing by pack- 
ing the acting, singing and chore- 
ography into 60 minutes’ space... 
Magnificent production .. . delight- 
ful presentation ... best entertain- 
ment.” 


CLAUDIA CASSIDY — CHICAGO 
DAILY TRIBUNE: ".. . Most joyous 
political satire yet written .. . still 
a lot of fun... JESS KIMMEL has 
handied the job with affectionate 
discretion .. . A good show... 
shrewd production." 


ROBERT POLLACK — CHICAGO 
SUN-TIMES: ". . . OFFERS BIG- 
GEST THEATRICAL BARGAIN IN 
TOWN! Compact, one-hour ver- 
sion .. . from torchlight parade to 
title song, shows no wear and tear. 
Charles Blake, producer, and JESS 
KIMMEL, director, have cut a 
grand show down fo 60 minutes, re- 
taining all of the best features of 
the wonderful score . .. and book 
. «+ As Ira Gershwin himself puts 
it: "Who could ask for anything 
more?’ ™ 


VARIETY: “Tab musicals OK... 
doing a sock job . . . STAGING 
BY JESS KIMMEL IS OF BROAD- 
WAY CALIBRE!" 


My sincere THANKS to you all... 
and my deep appreciation to Kent 
Chandler, Crosby Kelly, Dick Beck- 
hardt, Charles Blake, the splendid 
cast, and all the rest of the char- 
acters involved for making it pos- 


~ JESS 
KIMMEL 


Direction: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Brent). First two-thirds of the pro- | 
of Fes- | ceedings are a 
dy in| understanding 


enri Becque, adapted by | . cokaetee | 
Emerson, | 2nd Lederer, with latter cons y 


ly scenes of mis- 
etween Emerson 


'in and out of apartment under 
of the unsuspecting 
| Brent. Dantine appears briefly in 
| the third act. 

| In telling, neither Becque, nor 
Ashley Dukes, who did English 


| adaptation, has provided the bright 


| needs. 


lines or epigrams the play so sorely 
Piece comes to life briefly 
at the end of the second act when 
Lederer really goes to town on 
long monologue section. Matter of 


fact, this comes out essentially 
Lederer’s evening. He's a delight 
as dissolute-seeming, harassed 


boulevardier. 

Miss Emerson is scarcely Gallic 
in type or in performance, but re- 
mains a pleasure to look at, espe- 
cially in those fin-du-siecle gowns 
of the period. No TV-necklines, 
but memorable. 

Brent and Dantine do well in 
smaller roles and local designer 
David Reppa has provided an ap- 
propriate gilt and satin background 
for this French model-A that comes 
complete with  soliloquies and 


| everything. 


Sam Wanamaker will no doubt 
iron out minor rough spots during 
this week in New Hope. Despite 
brief and reputed hectic rehearsal 
period, opening performance was 
reasonably smooth, and production 
promises ultimate elegance and 
polish. “Parisienne” plays Dennis, 
Mass., next week and is scheduled 
to arrive at the Fulton, N. Y., July 
24, first of quartet including Ibsen, 
Riggs and Strindberg, that the Fes- 
tival is presenting during its_pro- 
posed eight-week season in Man- 


hattan. Just, 
Miranda 
Ogunquit, Me., July 7. 
Manhattan Repertory Theatre Co. pres- 


entation of Mrs. Walter Hartwig and John 
Lane production of comedy in three acts 
(four scenes) by Peter Blackmore; stars 
Anna Lee; features June Dayton, John 
Newland, Vicki Marsden, Daisy Atherton, 
William Whitehead. Directed by Philip 
Van Dyke; setting, Tom Jewett. At Ogun- 
quit (Me.) Playhouse, July 3-8, °50; at $3 


top. 
Set ..-..Camille Pickett 


Betty wT erTe rT amit 
Isobel Lambert Vicki Marsden 
Anna Lee 


Lady Marten (Clare)...... : 

Sir Paul Marten........+.. John Newland 
ce SSA errr ee ce David Janssen 
Miranda Trewella....... June Dayton 
Nurse Cary.....ccces Daisy Atherton 


Nigel Hood William Whitehead 


A lightweight offering pleasantly 
opens the tryout season in Maine 
strawhat circles. Acted and dressed 
beyond anything the script jJusti- 
fies, ‘‘Miranda” as staged here gets 
by nicely with friendly stub-hold- 
ers. It hasn’t enough for Broad- 
way, though, and Hollywood has 
already done a better job on a 
similar theme for unsensational 
returns. 

When the Peter Blackmore 
comedy was first produced at the 
Embassy theatre, London, some 


tory reaction earned it a spread 
in Life mag. Amateur group in 
Wellesley Hills, Mass., gave the 
script a whirl six months ago, with 
some properties used there bor- 
rowed for this production. Inci- 
dentally, the comedy might appear 
to be a natural for suburbanite 
amateur outfits, where the polite 
bawdiness of situations and the 


have obvious attractions. 

Plot has a fashionable surgeon 
introducing a mermaid into his 
London flat on a queen-for-a- 
month deal as a reward for saving 
him from drowning. A _ previous 
agreement with the siren has the 
medico, played by John Newland, 
representing the creature to his 
wife and the neighbors as a human 
invalid whose lower extremities 


lolls around or is toted in and out 
of the flat by the males of the cast. 
Her odd appetites and reactions 
vis-a-vis human males and seafood 
begin telegraphing the firstact cur- 
tain from the moment she ap- 
pears, but it still gets a resound- 
ing whoop from the audience here. 
Entire action, in fact, seems a 


with the final fishy payoff signaliz- 
ing the script for what it actually 
is—a padded revue skit, kept from 
airing its noisome ingredients by 
the perfumery of the drawing- 
room gab. 

Anna Lee brings to the role of 
the surgeon’s distraught wife more 
character shadings than her barren 
won’t-you-have-another-drink lines 
deserve. June Dayton gives the 
mermaid the bounce and pixiness 
of a mature Corliss Archer. Her 
overwheimingly healthy presence 
provides a misleading aura of 
wholesomeness to the production. 
John Newland and William White- 
head, the latter as a sappy Blooms- 
buryite, work hard to round out 
somewhat their cardboard parts, as 
does Vicki Marsden as a victimized 
neighbor. Ogunquit vet Daisy 











ff 


Atherton turns in her usual com- 


years back, the immediate titilla-| 


one set, plus simple casting would . 


must be kept well swathed as she | 


series of build-ups for the curtains, | 


petent job as the nurse who is 
called in to perform certain un- 
described private chores for the 
mermaid. Camille Pickett and 
David Janssen account for minor 
roles in the ordinary high-standard 
Playhouse manner. 

Philip Van Dyke, just in from 
the Pasadena playhouse, staged the 
piece smoothly despite only four 
days of rehearsals. Tom Jewett’s 
| set looks inexpensive but serves 
well. As is always the case here, 
no expense has been spared in cos- 


tuming the femmes. Don. 
| eine 

| Miss Mabel 
Falmouth, Mass., July 10. 


Richard Aldrich, by arrangement with 
Alexander Ince and Joel Schenker, pre- 
sents comedy in three acts (five scenes) 
by R. C. Sherriff. Stars Lillian Gish; fea- 
tures Harry Bannister, Wallis Clark, 
Charles Francis, Gwen Anderson, Marie 
Carroll, Mark Roberts, Victor Beecroft, 
Bethell Long. Staged by Arthur Sircom; 
settings, George Hoerner. At Falmouth 
playhouse, Coonamessett, Mass., July 10, 
50; at $3.60 top. 


0 RES rr rT ee ee Gwen Anderson 
OS Ree er eee Caroline Lovell 
Peter Sine hie ae ome Mark Roberts 
Bee. VFM. «5 cecrcacen Victor Beecroft 
Mr. Smallwood......... Harry Bannister 
TT eae Wallis Clark 
Se, neeress ches Marie Carroll 
STR Charles Francis 


Miss Mabel 
Vicarage Maid 
Police Inspector 
Constable 


Lillian Gish 
Gail Munson 
Bethell Long 
Joseph Cline 


“Miss Mabel,” the pleasantly 
contrived comedy from the pen of 
R. C. Sherriff, which London audi- 
ences enjoyed last year and Mme. 
Pitoyeff has been doing in Paris, 


had its American strawhat pre- 
miere at Richard Aldrich’s Fal- 
mouth Playhouse tonight.’ With- 


out benefit of much-needed prun- 
ing it will get in coming tryout 
weeks, the piece ran into a long 
evening which stirred up chuckles 
but little real laughter. Producer 
Alexander Ince and Joel Schenker, 
after Olney, Md., Newport, R. L., 
}and possibly one or two other 
strawhats, plan bringing the play 
into Broadway about mid-October, 
with estimated financing of $50.000. 

This story of a smalltown Eng- 
lish spinster’ eliminating her 
wealthy widowed sister from the 
local scene with a serving of poi- 
son mushroom soup after forging a 
will takes a great deal of telling, 
and at present length runs danger 
of audience restlessness. Lillian 
Gish sustains “Miss Mabel” with 
inimitable characterization. She 


shines through a cloud of some of | 
unnecessary dialog about her de-| 
sire to have the community that | 
loves her benefit from a fraudulent | 
Miss Gish reaches her peak | 
in the final scene, facing the law | 


will. 

which is so exacting in matters of 

homicide. 
Outstanding 


Carroll. Harry Bannister, with 81 
sides for the solicitor’s role, can be 


forgiven for several memory lapses. | writing masterpieces of the dis- | 
| Gwen Anderson and Mark Roberts | trict atterney and 


handle the love interest capably. 


| Charles Francis keeps the vicar in 


' convincing character. 


| tion, 


in the supporting | 
role of Vicar Wilson’s wife is Marie | 


Always Afternoon 


London, July 5. 
Frith Banbury’s production (in associa- 
tion with Reunion Theatre Guild) of 
drama in three acts by Dido Milroy 
from a story by Shelagh Fraser. Directed 
by Frith Banbury. At Embassy, London, 


July 4, ’50. 

Jane Armitage.........Margaret Diamond 
| David Harper.........- Roderick Lovell 
| Andre Soubiron...... Christian Marquand 
Ce Pg ae Ernest Thesiger 
Laurie Phillipson...... Margaret Johnston 
Suzanne Perier........ ...Cecile Cheyreau 


A somewhat disjointed psycho- 
logical study that misfires despite 
some interesting, if improbable, 
situations. With a modicum of hu- 
| mor and some modern reaction to 
| farmyard morals, it is marred by a 
slow-moving first act. With con- 
siderable revision it might stand a 
chance as a West End candidate 
and could be turned into good 
screen material. 

Locale is a villa in France. A girl 
arrives from England with her 
brother to look up her old school 
friend. She finds an‘'odd menage, 
the girl tatty and be-trousered and 
shamelessly living with a French 
boy under her husband’s roof. Her 
spouse has no recriminatory objec- 
having reluctantly married 
her as a form of paternal protec- 
tion following the death of her par- 
ents. She is afraid of the world, 
runs wild and has a phobia about 
being laughed at. 

A sudden love develops between 
her and the visiting Englishman, 
but when he persuades her to get a 
divorce and return home with him 
and his sister she gets all tangled 
up mentally. 

After an hysterical scene, she de- 
cides to stay put and continue her 
irresponsible existence minus her 
native boy friend. 

Margaret Johnston handles this 
difficult role with intelligence, 
making a charming gamine. Ernest 
Thesiger makes a kindly _ philos- 
opher of the complacent cuckold, 
and Roderick Lovell is all that is 
manly and likeable as the suitor. 
Christian Marquand, a French film 
actor, does well in his first English 








speaking part, conveying the fiery | 
lover. 
Margaret Diamond makes a cool | 


temperament of the Latin 


contrast as the happily married 
friend. Clem. 





(Trial of Mary Dugan) 
Vienna, June 27. 
Play by Bayard Veiller.. Features Grete 
Zimmer, Fritz Schmiedel, Hans Frank, 
Harry Fuss Dagny Servaes. Directed by 
Gustav Manker; set by 
At Volkstheatre, Vienna, 


| “Mary Dugan” in almost 
| language is and remains one of the 


dame_ school. 


Der Fall Mary Dugan | 


Gustav Manker. | 


any | 


Plays Abroad 


spot them for newspapermen? The 
newshawks of both sexes wear big 
cameras around their necks and 
take notes in big books, too. 

Grete Zimmer's picture of Mary 
Dugan does not fit the origina) 
concept of a smart, cool babe who 
knew what she was doing even 
when in deep trouble. She sees 
Mary as a sloppy, beaten-down babe 
that no one could ever believe got 
$1,000 a week from her lover. Miss 
Zimmer tells most of her sad story 
in facial grimaces designed to 
scare babies if not audiences. Her 
| contrast to the cool and precise 

performance of Fritz Schmiedel as 

district attorney and Egon Jordan 
as judge make her all the sorrier 
figure. 

All in all, it is a valiant attempt 
to give “Dugan” new life, and most 
Viennese crix and public like it. 

Isra. 








Y ™ 
Va Faire un Tour au 
Bois 
(Go Take a Walk) 
Paris, June 27. 
Michele Verly presentation of farce. 
comedy in three acts by Roger Dornes, 
Directed by Roland Pietri. Sets by Mar- 


tine. At Theatre Gramont, Paris. 
Gaston Lemercier Marcel Andre 


| ea ee ee Janey Mourey 
Bernard Mailleau......... Hubert-Noel 
Helene Lemercier....... Marie Marquet 
| Marcelle Hardy...........Michele Verly 
Francois Vernet....Jacques-Henri Duval 
Lise Vernet bide keane neon sy Monique Artur 
og. AA eer Paul Demange 


Dupont-Chartier ......... Raymond-Girard 
; Roger Dornes has had the amus- 
ing idea of writing a comedy about 
a domineering woman whose life 
(and through her domination of the 
lives of everyone around her) is 
guided by astrological predictions. 
The complications include interfer- 
ence in her husband’s affairs, and 
the love affairs of her godson and 
his fiancee. Add to this a young 
stranger who is mistaken for a 
celebrated astrologer and the cele- 
brated astrologer who is considered 
an imposter, and one has about as 
much confusion as the human brain 
can stand. 

Thanks to the acting, however, 
particularly by Mary Marquet as 
the wife, and Paul Demange as the 
astrologer, there are some really 
funny moments in a farce that is 
too lorg drawn out and too com- 
plicated to be amusing in its own 


| right. Fred. 





Cincy Zoo Opera Season 


Best in Several Years 


Cincinnati, July 11. 
Cincinnati Summer Opera at 
the zoo drew 12,430 persons at six 
performances last week. Capacity 
|of 2,800 seats was overflowed by 


It is remarkable, especially con-| Several hundred standees Friday 


|S 


idering the play’s age, to observe | night 
Victor Bee- how few wasted words the Veiller fly,” with Kanazawa and Conley, 


(7) for “Madame Butter- 


croft’s gardener gets off to good script offers and how skillfully | and Saturday night (8) for “Der 
start but strains a bit as piece pro-| things are kept in motion on a/| Rosenkavalier,” with Roman. Pe- 


| gresses. 


| The two sets, Miss Mabel’s living | set. 
‘room and the vicarage library, | boils 


| static and unchan 
Thus, its reappraisal here 
down to matters of directorial 


have been commendably and de-| conception and performance. ® 


| lightfully done by George Hoerner. 


'need much pulling together before 
| Broadwa 
| ered. 





Strawhat Notes 


| Report from Danbury, Conn., in 
| last week’s issue referred to Victor 





Gilbert as having drawn a gross | 
“Chocolate | 
Soldier” at the Melody Fair. The | 
/name should have read Billy Gil-| 
“Spring for | 


/of $9,000 as star of 


bert, of course .. : 
bert, of course ... Victor Gilbert 
_is boniface of Stonehendge, class 
, eatery in that sector 

|for Sure,” next week’s tryout at 
the Daggett Playhouse, Westboro, 
| Mass., is a musical with book by 
| Catherine McDonald, score by Mil- 


'ton Wason and lyrics by Miss Mc- 


_Douald and Wason. The following 
| week the same silo will test ‘““Wind- 
fall,’ a comedy by William Happ 
Colin Keith-Johnston, who 
| closed last week in “Getting Mar- 
|ried’” on the Coast, planes east 
today (Wed.) to start rehearsals in 
|“The Winslow Boy,” in which Basil 
|Rathbone and Meg Mundy will be 
costarred for a strawhat tour, 

| Freeman Hammond, ABC-TV di- 
rector, is staging two shows for the 
| Cragsmoor, N. Y., theatre, the cur- 
jrent “See How They Run” and 
/next week’s “The Traitor.” .. . 
‘Borah Burman, son of Howard 
| Burman, 
| Baltimor 
|John Huntington’s Spa theatre, 
Saratoga, N. Y. Beatrice Rice is 
treasurer, with Marjorie Shirley 
jand Edith Cardi assistants... 
|Eleanor Wilson will play her origi- 
|nal Broadway role next week in 
|the Wellesley summer theatre pro- 


. . 


VARIETY correspondent in | 
e, assistant pressagent at. 


oo « SDIIng | 


‘duction of “Silver Whistle,” star- | 


|ring John Carradine, 


This Vienna 


|} action, and don’t get it here. To 


y can be seriously consid-| a Yank auditor the disturbing thing 
._| here, as with most transcriptions 


of essentially American plays to 
the German stage, is the strange 
local conception of American types. 
| Thus, director Manker’s choice 
|of idiotically costumed and weird- 


| ( by G production is strong | ¢ 
_Arthur Sircom’s direction makes! with Viennese, who are not used | 


the most of the play, which will|to high quality or even realistic | 


|ly directed reporters in and out of. 
| practically all scenes was both un- | 


necessary and sometimes offensive. 
Manker believes that U. S. female 
reporters wear bobby sox, blond 


courtroom. 


of grave speeches. 


| their hats on. 


wigs and sometimes slacks in the | 
Also that they chew | 
gum and flash their camera bulbs | 
,in the judges eyes in the middle. 
And, of course, | 
|the male reporters always keep 
How else would we |! 


ging courtroom |tina and Alvary. 


Robert Sidell, managing di- 
rector, says attendance is the best 
for a number. of years. Scale is 
rom 65c to $4. 
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Available Sept. 1st — The Ideal Setup for 
THEATRE “IN THE ROUND” PRODUCTIONS 
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‘phone or wire. 
JOS 
Holyoke, Mass. 


Arena type building with circular balcony. 
Seats 1,500. 20x 28 center stage with over- 
head lighting equipment. 12 dressing rooms. 
Within 10 mile radius: 350,000 people, 10 
This amusement center now in its 
25th year of successful operation. 


EPH T. FAHEY, c/o VALLEY ARENA 
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PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE 





SIBYL BOWAN 


in "ROBERTA" 


JUNE 19 TO JULY 22 


MILBURN, N. J. 




















ps 
MS 


ta 
Lal 
ae 


SEES 
abe 


Aiss 
ory 
Her 


rise 
| as 
dan 
rier 


npt 
lost 


7. 

iree- 
nes, 
Mar- 
idre 
irey 
Noel 
quet 
erly 
uval 
rtur 
inge 
rard 


US 
out 
life 
the 
. is 
ns. 
fer- 
and 
and 
ung 
Ss 
ple- 
red 
' as 
‘ain 


ver, 

as 
the 
ally 
t is 
9m- 
wn 


tere 
ley, 
Der 
Pe- 


di- 
yest 


a 


UY 














W ednesday, July 12, 1950 


VARIETY 


53 























— 














SS _ 
he continued, “if we can get rid 
) 
to a recognized part of*the press. 
1 would he the last to suggest ex- 
cises On newspapers and maga-! 
vines, but there is really no differ- | 
ence. Motion pictures are a me-| 
dium of communication covered by 
the First Amendment to the Con- 
stitution and have been so recog- 
nived by the Supreme Court.” 
9,000 Pix Houses in Danger 
Sullivan said that, aside from the 
590 theatres which closed in a re- 
cent six months period, another 
9v00 houses “were close to the 
red ink.” He told of a survey by 
National Theatres chain which 
revealed that in situations where 
there was TV saturation, the box- 
oifice was off as much as 40%, 
whereas it was down 20% even 
ere there was no video. 
“Complete relief is needed be- 
se of our mounting costs,” said 
Sullivan. ““‘We have promised to 
pass the full savings on to the 
public. The public’s amusement 








Korea Crimps Tax Cut | 





House-passed bill. He asked only 


tainment gets more relief, legit 
should get the same treatment, 
Met Red Seen at 415G 
William Manice, for the Metro- 
politan Opera Assn., expressed full 
satisfaction with tic House bill, 


|which restores the pre-war excise 


exemptions to opera and symphony 
orchestras. He estimated that the 
Met will run $415,000 in the red 
ed. For the 1949-50 season, he said, 
next season, unless the tax is lift- 
the opera had a deficit of $318,000, 
as against a pre-season estimate 
that it would be only $200,000. The 
higher figure for next vear, he 
said, was based upon the new con- 
tracts. 


Charles E. Sands, of the (AFL) 


Hotel and Restaurant Employees 
and Bartenders International 
Union, claimed that the niteries 


were discriminated against in the 
bill which cut the general admis- 
sions tax from 20° to 10%, but 


only reduced the nitery bite from 











Continuing to punch away for complete repeal of the 20° 


Grosses Slip Is Showing 


Washington, July 11. 
Fed- 


erel boxoffice tax, Abram F. Myers and Gael Sullivan disclosed 


here vesterday ‘(Mon.) further evi 


dence of how much grosses have 


slipped, claiming elimination of the tax bite will help the industry 


out of its slump. Testifying befor 


e the Senate Finance Committee, 


ihe two film spokesmen, representing the Council of Motion Pic- 


ture Organizations, revealed that 


the local admission tax in Pitts- 


burgh has dropped during the last six months from $74,067 to 


$48.742, representing the decline 


in attendance at Pitt filmeries. 


In addition, they said, the local boxoffice levy in Chicago slumped 
from $139,279 last October to $108,562 in April. 


Myers and Sullivan pointed out 
outside the control of the motion 


to bring about its present plight.” 


usual outdoor amusements this 
Chief reason, however, “is that t 


that ‘‘a number of circumstances 
picture industry have combined 
Industry suffered from the 
spring and summer, they said. 
he people during the war years 


were unable to purchase such items as homes, automobiles, refrig- 


erators, washing machines, television sets, etc.” 


Now that controls 


on these have been relaxed and installment buying has been made 
easier, the public’s spending money is going into durable goods, 


they said. 
“The motion picture industry,’ 


, 


they averred, “relieved of this 


unfair tax burden, will be able to stand on its own feet. It seeks 


no Government subsidy or price 


support. It merely asks that in 


common with other members of the press, such as newspapers and 
magazines, it be relieved of this special form of taxation which it 


has borne for so many years. 
1932 as a depression tax. 


The admission tax was revived in 
We now ask that the tax be repealed in 


order to help it ‘the industry) out of its depression.” 





x 





budget has shrunken, largely be- 
cause of increased costs’ of other 
things, such as the price of food.” 
James F Reilly, of the League | 
of New York Theatres, testified 
that the gross income of the na-_ 
tion’s legit houses in the 1944-45 
season was $80,000,000. In the 
1949-50 season, he said, it was 
cown $50,000,000. He pointed out 
that the Live theatre is subsidized 
in other countries, while it is taxed 
in the United States. However, he 
said legit bad no objection to the 


20° to 15%. *““‘We should have the 
same tax as others who also fur- 
nish entertainment.” he contended. 

Norman Bomze, legislative chair- 
man of the tavern business, said 
the small-tavern was badly hurt 
by the nitery tax, and emphasized 
that he was speaking ‘‘not for the 
lush night clubs, but for small 
taverns which use local musicians 
or an entertainer to encourage 
patronage.” He also argued for a 


reduction in the gallonage tax on_ 


liquor. 




















tels are turning down reservations | 
‘especially the airconditioned | 
ocean-front plusheries) for the next | 
six weeks. This obtains despite all 
forms of gambling, including ordi- 
nary bookmaking, not in action, 
thanks to state and national inves- 
ligations on crime and chance set- 
ups. 
Heavy load of tourists brought 
reopening this past week of several 
niteries here, including the 5 
O'Clock Club, Clover and Bar of 
Musie. All were sold out for sev- 
eral nights after announced pre-| 
miere, and all look to continued 
heavy reservation loads. Add to 
this the current sock patronage | 
Which spots featuring strippers are | 
aitracting; the consistent weekend | 
business attracted by the hotel- 
cafe lounges which are booking top 
acts, where available, and the pic- 
ture here easily approximates the 
“inter season, although the Copa, 
“ily and Beachcomber, as well as 
‘he casinos further up the line, 
4re closed. 
_ Copa City looks to reopen soon, 
'' current negotiations go through, | 
#“S an arena theatre for legit for a 
'tinimum 10-week run. Ned 
Schuyler, due to officially take over 
‘he big place on Tuesday (11), is 
'eady to assign operation of the 
Cub to Sandy Scott and a group 
‘lo are ready to put up guarantees 
for the period, once they get the 
©\ay. Danny and Kitty. Davis are 





teadying an official opening on the, 


Miami Resort Bally 


— Continued from page 1 i 











15th at their nitery with the same 
idea, with “Born Yesterday” the 
initial play projected. Both opera- 
tions will be Equity staffed. 

Top acts are playing the hotel 
circuit, which comprises the Sax- 
ony, Sans Souci, Delano, Delmoni- 
co, Sherry-Frontenac, Martinique, 
and there just isn’t enough of the 
better type of talent now in the 


area. Same talent problem applies | 


to the dozens of stripperies around 
the Beach and in Miami. Shortage 
of the unveilers has led local agents 
to get on the wires to Chicago and 


Cleveland, as well as New York, to’ 


seek out the femmes. Right now 


they’re all working a local route | 


that comprises some 20 spots. 

The Chamber of Commerce and 
the Hotel Association are gleeful 
that the greater Miami area has 
finally come into its own as a year 
‘round resort. The 5,000 here for 
the Elks convention, with others 
coming up, provides a picture of 
how the town is straining at the 
seams. Rates are in the $5-$10 
bracket for non-airconditioned ho- 
tels, with the Carrier-constructed 
types from $10 to $14. That’s for 


two in a room which, wintertime, | 


calls for $18-$35. 

Most surprising factor is that 
tourists from New York, Pennsyl- 
vania. New Jersey and other north- 
eastern states are topping the 
southern and midwest arrivals. 
Previous years they were strictly 
from snowtimes, . . are 


Legiter Hypoes Book 
Opening of the Jean Arthur- 
Boris Karloff starrer, “Peter Pan,” 


Literati 


this tax. Motion pictures are that if any other branch of enter- at the Imperial, N. Y., April 24, 


‘proved a bonanza for the publish- 
ing firm of Grosset & Dunlap 


which gets out two versions of the 
James M. Barrie fantasy. At the 
time of the preem, company was 
‘selling the classic at “‘Peter and 
Wendy.” An abridged volume for 
‘children sold for 50c. while the 
/other was slanted at adults for $1. 

Interest in the show reportedly 
spurred such a demand in the New 
York area for the two books that 
G&D retitled them at “Peter Pan.” 
Sales of the- 50c edition show a 
31% increase in the first six 
months of the year and the dollar 
counterpart reflects a 43% hike in 
the same period. One N.Y. depart- 
ment store is said to be ordering 
10 times as many copies for its 
book department as it did a year 
ago. 





CHATTER 

Hiram Haydn, Crown editor-in- 
chief, has switched to N. Y. editor 
for Bobbs-Merrill. 

Jimmy Durante profiled by 
Maurice Zolotow in current (15) 
issue of Satevepost. 

“The Way of a Gaucho,” by 
George Herbert Childs, sold to 
20th-F ox. 
be filmed in Argentina. 


Article, “Making Friends 
Abroad,” by French National Tour- 
ist Office’s Norman Reader, to ap- 
pear in July 16 This Week. 

Frances Ruth Keller, wife of Im- 
possible Pictures prexy Leonard L. 

| Levinson, has penned _ kid-tome, 


|“Contented Little Pussy Cat,’ | 


which Platt & Munk has published. 
| Universal Pictures is distributing 
a 5,000-word serialization of the 
film “Louisa” to key newspapers 
on an exclusive basis in each city. 


| Studio is also prepping mat serial- | 


izations of pic. 
| Random House marking its 25th 


|anni this year, sans hoopla. Pub-| 
| lishing house says that its anni- 


_versary list, one of its most am- 
| bitious catalogs, is the best way of 
‘celebrating the event. 


| “Newspaper Hall of Fame,” 


| stunt by publicist Ade Kahn on | 


| behalf of Bill Bertolloti’s Green- 
|wich Village nitery, is draped 
around an autographed photo 
| from W. R. Hearst to the boniface. 
| Tallulah Bankhead has written a 
piece on Louis Armstrong for the 
‘| September showbusiness issue of 
Flair. Article was written with 
staffer Shana Ager, 


| got $1,000 for the 2,000-word piece. 


| 20th Brass 


Continued from page 1 

















Zanuck’s supervision, are ear- 
marked originally for showing in 
churches, schools and before com- 
munity groups. They range in 
|running time from 20 minutes to 
'an hour and so are expected to be 


converted to TV use with little dif- | 


ficulty. 
TV Production Dept. 

With these as a starter, it is be- 
lieved the 20th execs may decide 
to put regular video programs on 
film, for sale to sponsors and net- 
works. Top officials for both the 
film industries have consistently 


maintained that up to 80% of all | 
‘video programs some day will be) 


on film. While the major Holly- 
wood studios are expected to pro- 
vide a large share of this material, 


production. 
Twentieth several years ago set 


up a TV production department in , 
N. Y. for the express purpose of | 


turning out films for TV. Unlike 
ether vidfilm producers, however, 
20th would lens the films only on 


| casters or sponsors. 
commercials were produced but, 
when orders for the longer sub- 
jects failed to roll in, the depart- 
ment was virtually 
Among 20th’s other TV activities 


in the past have been a year’s pro-| 


duction on NBC-TV’s “Camel 
Newsreel Theatre,” which is now 
produced by the network itself, 
and setting of the deal for March 
of Time to turn out “Crusade in 
Europe.” 

It has also been rumored that 
20th, along with some of the other 
major companies, might open up 
to video some of its old feature 
product on which the theatrical 
boxoffice value has been exhaused. 
This has been denied, however, by 


_, company spokesmen, 


Prentice-Hall book will | 


daughter | 
| Cecelia (ex-VARIETY) Ager. Actress | 


one has yet actually started in| 


specific assignments from broad-| 
A few spot) 


abandoned. | 


FHttooe 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 











Liberty, Miss.. July 6. 

Armored in a Harris tweed suit, a Scotch tam-o-shanter, long under- 
| wear and winter dialog, I motored (in a closed car, naturally) to L. A.’s 
Griffith Park on the eve of July 4 to see Gene Mann’s production of 
|“‘Miss Liberty,” that frail filly of surprising stamina from the Irving 
_Berlin-Robert E. Sherwood stable of Broadway musicals. 
| It was staged outdoors at the Greek theatre, a 4.400-seater, and every 
Greek and his fraternity brother was there. Of the Broadway cast, 
| Mary McCarty was about the sole survivor of any importance, and 
‘around the Hollywood faubourgs she is looked upon as a local girl, due 
to the fact that she went te Immaculate Heart College, which is within 
yodeling distance of the Greek theatre. A robust girl, built more 
along the lines of the original model of Mlle. Liberty, Miss McCarty 
had been trained from childhood to withstand the rigors of a California 
summer, where 90 degrees at noon and 45 degrees at 10 p.m. is routine. 

In the second act, when she reprised “Homework,” the hot vapors of 
her melancholy exhalations could be seen all over the immense arena. 
Wrapped in my woolens, as I watched her exhale, I felt as if I were 
riding along in a one-horse open sleigh on the way to Grandma’s for 
Christmas dinner in Woodstock, Vt. 

Was It Dry Ice? 

It reminded me, too, of one time I had watched a picture being shot 
in North Africa on a winter's night. It was supposed to be a summer’s 
evening, but the star’s steaming breath képt spoiling the illusion. So 
the director, with a heart as cold as a Moscow mule, ordered the shiv- 
ering star to suck on ice before each “take” to stop her breath from 
clouding the negative. 

Milling around the entrance to the Greek theatre before the opening 
of “Miss Liberty,” I ran into Tommy Hill, the cartoonist. He had a 
tale to tell that indicated how badly authors are sold by publishers. 

“You see this blanket?” he asked. 

I looked at a beautiful all-wool blanket that must have cost $25 if it 
cost a ha’penny. 

“I was in Canada last year,” he explained, “and I had the copy of 
‘Rogues Gallery’ which you gave me. A trader of Indian blankets, 
enamored by its opening chapter, asked me to let him read the rest of 
it. But I was pulling out the next day. I told him I simply couldn’t 
do it. He promised he’d mail the book back to me. I asked him what 
security he had to offer. So he gave me this blanket. Isn't it a beauty?” 


How To Sell Books 


It certainly was. In fact it looked to me as if Hill had made more 
on a loan of one copy of a book than I did on a year’s royalties, indi- 
cating that publishers must be catering to the wrong people. After all, 
Harold Bell Wright made millions by selling away from bookstores te 
feed stores. 


To get inside the Greek theatre I had to flash my old credentials of 
Gate Crashers Local No. 7. Naturellement. The regular tickets were 
_sent to the Abyssinian office of VARIETY or something. 


Gene Mann, who was working up a fine lather herding the 4.400 cus- 
tomers (all carriage trade) into the Hellenic corral, eouldn’t believe his 
|'mailing system had gone awry, but to me it’s an old story and not 
peculiar to his organization but to mine. I’ve had to crash everything 
from sideshows to national frontiers in my time. In fact, I believe I’m 
the most unaccredited correspondent in the history of journalism. 

During the war before this one, with guards all around the White 
House, I got to a press conference on the premise that I had a pair of 
hand-tooled duraluminum crutches President Roosevelt wanted to see. 
It turned out he wasn’t even in town, but Steve Early and Marvin 
McIntyre were so fascinated by the way I handled my elbow-action 
aides, that they begged me to come back later and demonstrate them 
for FDR. Then they gave me his car and his chauffeur for the rest of 
the day. 





A Mugg In Ermine 
As we drove past the guards, who had viewed my entry with grim- 
'visaged suspicion, I got a salute and, of course, being a VARIETY mugg 
trained in protocol I returned it as one to the manner born. Ethiopia 
was without an ambassador at the time, so the guards might have mis- 
taken me for Haile Selassie’s bird-dog. 

For the kindness shown to me by the President’s aides, I had a 
pair of my sticks dispatched to him. They were made to his measure, 
but due to priorities they had to be made of tube steel, which is three 
times heavier than duraluminum. I'm afraid the weight of them 
discouraged their use. I received them back after his death and they 
| didn’t look as if they had been used much. : 

My own models have propelled me over half the world. They even 
worked me up to the arm of Miss Liberty on Bedloe’s Island vears 
before Messrs. Berlin and Sherwood got around to their gay musical 
about the immortal lady and what she meant to the circulaiions of 
M. Bennett’s Herald and Herr Pulitzer’s World—both, alas, as well as 
their owners, long since dead. 

The Scully Circus visited Bedloe’s Island late in 1941. We took three 
of our kids. Like most New Yorkers I had never got around to paying 
| the lady my devoir when I could have done it by hopping over from 
Park Row any day. But on the eve of Pearl Harbor’s destruction, I 
drove across the country with the Scully Circus and set out to see cere 
| tain historic objets d’art for the first time. The Statue of Liberty was 
one of them. 


The Heart of the Nation 
It’s amazing how little New Yorkers know about the statue. Some of 
_the best informed said we could drive to within 100 yards of the base, 
so you can imagine what the ignoranti were handing out by the way 
of travel directions. 

Actually, you get there by leaving your car at home and taking a 
tug-sized steamer from the Battery. I remember the Skipper, our 
first-born, aged 10 at the time, climbed up the inside of her arm. It 
was 150 feet up. The vibration scared him a little. 

“I thought I felt her heart beating,” he whispered, awed and obvi- 
ously frightened. 
| As far as “Miss Liberty” is concerned, the field is still fairly wide 
“open. It seems to me at least as many shows could be done around her 
attempts to enlighten the world as have been done about various Billy 
the Kids trying to shoot her lamp out. 

The scene-stealer of the Coast production was not Mary McCarty, 
Kenny Baker or Beverly Tyler, but that grand old coutouriere of gowns 
and fiddles, Odette Myrtil. She played the often-clinked, phoney 
French countess and even yanked out her fiddle to seduce James 
Gordon Bennett—a scene, I suspect, that wasn’t in the Sherwood- 
| Berlin original production. The hills echoed with laughter and applause 
every time she finished a scene. 

The last time I had seen her was at dinner, 10 years ago, en famille 
with the Albert Parsons Lewins. She had spent the day designing 
dresses for a fashionable lady who kept hitting the bottle between try- 
ons. Her lord and master had lost all sense of smell. Thus, when his 
lady walked down the stairs in her new gown to meet the assembled 
guests he had no idea she was hanging on his arm for succor, until 
she collapsed at his feet. It was dreadful and strictly from Minsky. 

Under the circumstances it was doubly delightful to see Odette again 
acting low comedy instead of living it. For one who had studied violin 

‘in Brussels under Eugene Isaye she has traveled a strange trail and 
| always in the best of humor. “Countess Maritza,” “The Cat and the 
‘ Fiddle” and “Roberta” would all be worth reviving to see her pore 
| traying her old parts again. Like Miss Liberty from her belle France, 
Odette seems indestructible. bona 
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Broadway 


Jack Thomas, general manager 
of Hallmark Productions, planed 
to Britain Sunday (9). 
joined 


counsel at Film Classics, 


Kay Schancer, formerly RKO 
and 20th-Fox, now assisting in pro- 


ter Guided Tours. 

Bill 
building a : 
fame” via a display of pictures 0 
top fourth estaters. 

Raoul Walsh, who directed War- 
ner’s “Captain Horatio Hornblow- 
er” in Britain, enroute to Coast 
via plane following completion of 
fi_m. 


“newspaper hall of 


Tony Bartley, husband of Deb- | 


orah Kerr, in from the Coast 
Monday (10) enroute to Rome 
where his actress-wife is appear- 
jing in Metro’s “Quo Vadis.” 

C. W. Sharpe, who recently re- 
sicned as treasurer of Pathe In- 
custries, joined industry CPA firm 
of Samuel Hacker & Co. as super- 
visor of picture department. 

Film attorney Arnold Grant to 
Sua Valley this week and from 
there to the Coast about Aug. 1 
for huddles with clients Harry 
Cohn, Jack Warner and others. 

Theatre of the French Line’s 
new Liberte reportedly is one of 
the largest of any liner afloat. For- 
merly the Europa, this ship is due 
in New York on maiden trip, Aug. 
23 


Carlos Montalban moved from} 


Ansell Theatres to flack firm of 
McLaren,. Perkin, Kahn, Inc., 
where he _ heads_ organization’s 


newly-created international depart- 
ment. 

Radio actress Cynthia Carlin 
had to cut her Rome visit short 
because of her father’s illness, fly- 
ing back suddenly. Carlin pere, 
meantime, has taken a turn for the 
better. 


turning east this weekend after 
completing a featured part in 
*Mating Season,” at 20th-Fox, will | 
summer with her family at Fire 
Island, N. Y. 

Eddie Cantor due in on the 
America today. Also arriving is 
Larry Parks and his actress-wife 
Betty Garrett, their manager Lau ' 
Mandel, as well as the vaude act 
of Ross & La Pierre. 

Hotel Plaza publicist Ed Seay 
making his first London and Con- 
tinental trip Aug. 3, flying both 
ways, and covering seven capitals 
in three weeks. Coincidentally he 
will scout some talent for the Hil-| 
ton hotels. 

Yank tourists in Europe plan- | 
ing NY to LA by air find that) 
they can legally save the 15% tax 
on plane tickets if purchased out- 
side the U. S. Many film com- | 
panies buy transportation in Can-| 
ada, for use within the U. S. roe 
ders, and likewise save the 15°o| 
Tan. 

Dan Parker, as president, —oe, 
ard Lyons, veepee, Walter Win-| 
chell, treasurer, and Leo Lindy, as | 
secretary, get billing on all agg 
oO 


the profits go to the Damon Run- | 
yon Cancer Fund—of which the} 
above are the officers—providing | 
the labels are mailed to the Fund’s | 
headquarters, N. Y. City 19. | 


Bertolotti’s in the Village | 


Film actress Thelma Ritter, re-| 


sembly after her recent triumph in | 


concert and opera. 


Dr. Carlton Smith, Director of 


London 


|National Arts Foundation of U. S.,/9 6 the legit scene 


|due here from N. Y. to search for | 
missing music manuscripts, includ- | 
Herbert Stern, former general ing Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. 
L é Oskar Werner, young Viennese 
Music Corp. of America legal staff. stage and film star, signed for two 


Halama & Konarski opened at 


Vic Hyde slated to follow. 
Irene Worth took over from Mar- 


| pix a year for seven years with | garet Leighton in “Cocktail Party,” 


20th-Fox. 


| enna. 
German - American 
| Carl Zuckmayer, of N. Y., whose 
|out houses throughout Germany 
|and Austria, completed a new play, 


| “The Song in the Fire.” 


; 


| Kansas City 


By John Quinn 

Professor Backwards in at Eddy’s 
Restaurant. 

Rudy Vallee set for a fortnight 
lat Bellerive hotei, opening July 28. 

Babe Cohn, manager of Para- 
mount, continues to be hospitalized 
as a result of recent heart attack. 














DeSylva Dies 


Continued from page 2 








| 
_ 


' 
April Showers,” “Sonny Boy,” | 
“Somebody Loves Me,” “You're | 
the Cream in My Coffee” and | 
‘about 500 others, including the 


entire scores of a host of musical | 
comedies and films. 
DeSylva was born in New York | 
| Jan. 27, 1895, son of an acior wed 
| to the daughter of 2 United States 
marshal. When he was 2, the fam- 
ily moved to Los Angeles, and 
|deSylva went through school there 
and graduated from the University 
‘of Southern California. It was 
about this time that he was play- 
ing the ukulele at the Avalon 
Country Club in Southern Califor- 
nia, and composed the famous 
“Avalon,” which brought him to 
Al Jolson’s attention. 


At 18 he got a job for $10 a 
week as a shipping clerk. Two 
years later his income was $30,000 
a year, all from songwriting. In 
1918 he submitted three songs to 
the Winter Garden (N. Y.) pro- 
duction of “Sinbad” 
he was on his way. He quickly 
followed his “Sinbad” chore by 
serving as librettist and lyricist for 


a number of other productions, in- | 
Blos- | 


cluding “Dodo,” “Orange 
soms” and “Sally.” In 1926 he be- 
gan playwriting in a collaboration 
with Lawrence Schwab and Frank 
Mandel that produced such hits as 
“Good News” in 1927, “Hold 
Everything” in 1928, and “Take a 
Chance” in 1932. Their first effort 


together was “Queen High,” in) 


1926. 


In 1926, with 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson, the 
music publishing company which 
their business head, Robert Craw- 
ford, three years later sold to 
Warner Bros. for $4,000,000. La- 


iter they bought it back for a frac-' chance on the 


tion thereof. With Henderson and 


Brown he did the 1930 musical, | 


“Flying High.” 
DeSylva turned to films when 


(Jolson) and | 


Ray Henderson | 
and Lew Brown he formed De- | 


Contract gives him time | playing her Broadway role. 
motional work at Rockefeller Cen- | off for stage appearances in Vi-| 


David Rose is to write the score 
for the overture to one of Nat Kar- 


playwright | son’s Empire vaude productions. 


Pat Hitchcock, who has been 


f | post-war works have played to sold-| playing a cockney maid in “The 


| Mudlark,” returning to Hollywood 
for an assignment in “Strangers in 

/a Train,” 

| H. F. Kessler-Howes, Columbia 

| pix publicity director, planed to 
N. Y. for discussions with Nate B. 

Spingold and with execs of Colum- 

| bia International. 

Arts Theatre Club’s revival of 
Shaw’s “Heartbreak House” proved 
to be a notable success, with out- 
standing performances by Walter 
Fitzgerald and Catherine Lacey. 

Ben Henry hosted at cocktail | 
party for trade press scribes on} 
Abbott & Costello arrival in Lon- | 





Murray Davis in from Canada to | 


| the Savoy last Monday (10) with | 


Mono Far Eastern rep, will make | 


a third biz trip to Aussie soon. 
Arthur Askey got away to fast 

start in Sydney at Tivoli with “The 

Love Racket” for Dave Martin. 


David Martin is doing okay at 
Tivoli, Melbourne, with ‘“Where’s 
Charley?” Tommy Fields has lead. 

Queenie Paul, wife of late Mike 
Connors, former well-known vaude 
duo, after dates with vaude-revue 
at Tatler, Sydney. 


! 


twice-weekly radio span for Kel- 
vinator. Brown is playing “Harvey” 
| in Melbourne presently. 

Ealing’s latest Aussie pic, “Bit- 
ter Springs,” got off to a smash 
| start on world preem at Wests, 
| Adelaide, for Greater Union. 
| Hallmark's “The Devil’s Weed” 
jhas been set for Aussie by the 
|Greater Union loop. Pic will be 
released by British Empire Films. 

Stan Francis, Canadian quiz 
expert, ‘has clicked for Colgate- 
| Palmolive via commercial 2 UE, 
Sydney. He replaces local spieler 
Jack Davey. 

Neil Maver and Queenie Paul 





P wih a 
Joe E. Brown is continuing his | 


| Hollywood 
Dorothy Lamour recovering from 
major surgery. . 
Irving Lazar seriously injured in 
an auto smashup. 


Robert Peyton and Florence Mar- 
ly to Japan for film chores. ® 


Charles Feldman to San Fran- 
a for wedding of his son, Rich- 
ard. 


Robert Rossen in from Mexico 
City where he wound up work on 
“Brave Bulls.” 

Bill Tinkley left for Australia 
| to resume his exhib interests after 
a tour of U. S. 

George Brown returned from 
| Palm Springs where he recovered 
| from recent surgery. 
| Ralph Morgan celebrated his 
| birthday, his 44th anni as a legit 
| actor and 19th in films. 

Victor Mature leaves next week 
for a p.a. tour of midwest in be- 
half of 20th-Fox picture, “Stella.” 

Maury Foladaire aired in from 
Puerto Rico where he huddled with 
Ed Gardner about filming ‘Man 


| 





don, The comedians, after playing! have formed local combo to play | With My Face.” 


Glasgow for a week, go on conti-| yvaude-revue in key suburban and | 


nental junket before opening at the | 


' Palladium July 24. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Peggy Nathan signed for role in 
“Three Steps North.” | 
Gar Moore here from Hollywood 
and holidaying in Capri. 
Isa Miranda signed for lead in 
pic to be made in Mexico. 


“Vaticano,” color short, has been 
purchased for television in the 
ay 

Caroussele Napolitana, Italian 


‘revue, booked for South American 
tour. 

| Deborah Kerr’s husband, Tony 
Bartley, will join his wife here in 
'Rome this week. 
| Business for 
Revue picked up after moving to 
, the Bernini theatre. 

| The Dick Kollmars’ (Dorothy 
Killgallen) arrived in Milan June 


'29, but will not come to Rome this | 


trip. 


Lily Pons and Andre Kastelanetz | 
have gone to the Italian watering | 


spot of Montecattini for a few 


| weeks. 


| and talking deal with Capitol Film 


Co., of Rome, for films to be ex- | 


ported. 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 

Dave Souhami to the Riviera for 
summer. 
| Charles Trenet heads the Bac- 
cara show. 

John B. Nathan, Par topper here, 
| back at his desk soon after land- 
‘ing in Cherbourg. 


| bott and Costello. 

| Irving Reis getting writer Bob 
| Smith and actress Julie Gibson in 
| Vienna for his next pic. 

Lee Marko getting her first 
stage in Orson 
Welles’ “Blessed and the Damned.” 
Marcel Carne to the soutk of 
| France to prepare exteriors for his 
‘new pic “Juliette Ou Le Clef Des 
, Songes.” 

Rene Lefevre, actor turned writ- 


| RCA Victor, 
| John K. West, v.p. and director of 


Robert Lippert here from N. Y. | 


| Dr. Sammy Immerman, of Hol- | n 
\lywood, waiting in Paris for Ab-| pany doing “Death of a Salesman” | Ear,” returned from New York 


country zones. Local talent will 
be used mostly. 

Elisabeth Bergner may do “Es- 
cape Me Never” for the Fullers 
after her run of “The Two Mrs. 
Carrolls.” She has been here for 
about six months. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Charles Mayo, owner of Mayo’s 
Showplace, is in Graduate Hospital 
for bursitis operation. 

WCAU newscaster Charles Shaw 
pinchhitting for Bill Henry, Mutual 
commentator, who is off to Europe. | 

King’s Bar, recently closed by | 
fire, drew a 30-day suspension from 
the Liquor Control Board, slated to | 


“oF 'start July 18. | 
the Mistinguette | 


Thomas J. Bernard, former man- | 
ager of institutional promotion at | 
named assistant to) 


public relations at RCA. 

Alex Griffin, former city ed of 
Philadelphia Record and more re- 
cently a Mutual net spieler, named | 
director of radio and television for | 
Al Paul Lefton Agency. 

Hotel Broadwood's cocktail 
lounge converted to a musical bar 
and renamed the Mirror Lounge. 
Melody Mack launched the new) 
| policy at the Hammond, Monday 

) 


| (10 
Scotland 


| 
By Gordon Irving 
| Betty Garrett made a record-| 
ing in Glasgow to bally Scotland | 
| release of “On the Town.” | 
| Robert Urquhart, former actor | 
| with Glasgow Citizens’ theatre, | 
| back in cast of “Second Mrs. Tan- | 

| queray.” 
Wilson Barrett Repertory com- | 


|} in Glasgow, with Barrett in’ Lee | 
| J. Cobb role. | 
Scot actresses Marjorie Thom- | 
| son and Betty Henderson into new | 
| Vera-Ellen musical, “Happy Go'! 
| Lovely,” at Elstree. 
| Lizbeth Webb, star of London | 

show, “Bless the Bride,” here in| 
-variety; to have leading part in| 
, new Ivor Novello musical. ° 

Archie Duncan, former Glasgow 

| Citizens’ theatre actor, into role in | 


' Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 
' John Roots off to Truro on the 

Cape. 

Playhouse treasurer Ad Walter 
| heading Bucks County Inn Corp. in 
| Doylestown. 

Henry William Wiese here to 
| confab with Musie Circus officials 
bom clients at Lambertville Sun- 

ay. 
| Irving Berlin down last week for 
| first gander of Terrell tent, and 
|on prowl for ‘Call’ Me Madam” 
| talent, 

Tommy Ewells are new land- 
owners, having bought Norman 
Mortimer home and farm ‘in Jeri- 
cho Valley. 

Oscar Hammerstein II in for first 
0.0. of season at Music Circus, in 
which he has an interest; caught 
“Great Waltz.” 

Willard Keefe in Monday for 
preem of “Parisienne” at Play- 
house, which he is press agenting 
for Sam Wanamaker. 

St. John Terrell flew his Cessna 
from Lambertville to Hyannis, 
Mass. Monday (10) to catch open- 
ing of “Chocolate Soldier” at Rich- 
ard Aldrich tent. 





Chicago 


Variety Club is holding its an- 


|nual outing at Sportsman’s Golf 


Club here July 21. 

_ Choreographer and dancer Maur- 
ice Kelly replaces Walter Donahue 
in Chi cast of “Oklahoma” at Er- 
langer, 

S. J. Gregory, Alliance Theatres’ 
topper, campaigning for $30,000 to 
build St. Andrews Greek Ortho- 
dox Church. 

Harry Davies, flack for “Lend An 


after seeing his twin sons graduate 
with honors from junior high 
school. 

Spring Byington, star of Uni- 
versal’s “Louisa,”’ will head a group 
consisting of Ronald Reagan, 
Charles Coburn and Ruth Hussey 
for preem here of pic. 

Ruth St. Denis will appear in a 
stage benefit for her Church of 
the Divine Dance at the Esquire 
theatre. Melvyn Douglas, John 








he signed with 
| produce “Sunny Side Up.” He 
| later produced five Shirley Temple 
pictures, including “The Little 


Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 
Elena Bossi and Rossano Brazzi 


sound came to the screen. In 1929, | 
| Fox to write and) 


er, doing the dialog for the George | “Green Grow Rushes,” film ven-| Beal and Helen Craig also will 
Lacombe pic, “La Nuit Est Un_ ture of Britain’s Assn. of Cinemato- | appear. oemae 
Royaume.” graph and Allied Technicians. 


Jack Reese doing a 13-episode | 











h -e trom Italy. 

Danielle Darrieux began work on 
Its'o-Austrian pic, ‘Toselli.” 

“Cocktail Party” next at Acad- 
eens theatre. Philipp Zeska direct- | 
ng. 
Conny Soederstroem, Scandina- | 
Vian tenor, guesting in Vienna 
O era. 

Gloria Solloway participating at 
Bad Aussee Music festivals in Up- | 
per Austria, 

shomas Scherman directed 
David Diamond's “Music to Romeo 
and Juliet” in concerthouse. 

Jugoslavian National theatre. 
Buesting for first time in Austria 
(Graz State theatre) since the war. 

USFA’s Singing Sergeants, un- 
der direction of Warrant Officer 
Robert L. Landers, in City Hall 
concert. . 

Ludwig Stoessel, Vienna-born 
samen pe mice recently arrived 

ron Ollywood, esting i 
theatre guesting in Volks- 

ar] Johann Perl left for h ‘ 
agen — Bend (U.S) aan 

e will lecture on “Early Chricti 
Seaste.” rly Christian 

Ernst Krenek of the U. S. among 
lecturers at International theatre 
and Music Academy of the Mozart- 
eum in Salzburg next month. 

Actor Peter Schmal back in Vi- 
enna after a Holy Year pilgrimage 
to Rome by foot. He began his 
three-and-a-half-month hike Feb- 
ruary 27. 

“Iaria Jeritza awarded Medal of 
Honor of the City of Vienna hy 
Mayor Koerner and the City As- 


| elor 


“The Life of Theda Bara.” 
| Miss Hutton owed him a picture, 


Colonel” and “The Littlest Rebel.” 


He spent two years at Universal, 
/making “Rage of Paris,” and then 
_went on to RKO, producing “Bach- 


Mother,” starring Ginger 


| Rogers. 


In February of 1941, he became 
executive producer at Paramount, 
a post he relinquished in Septem- 
ber, 1944, because of ill health. 
Just prior to his death, he pre- 
pared a script for Betty Hutton, 
While 


she turned down the script. His 
last film was “Stork Club,” which 
he made in 1944 as an independent 
producer at Paramount after he 
left the exec producer post. He 
also collaborated on the screen- 
play of “Frenchman’s Creek.” 

While busy in the film industry, 
DeSylva did not neglect Broadway. 
In 1939, he produced “DuBarry 
Was a Lady,” and followed this 
with “Panama Hattie” and “Louis- 
iana Purchase” in 1940. All three 
musicals were made into films. 
When Capitol Records was formed, 
he was elected chairman of the 
board. 

DeSylva_ is survived by_ his 
wife, Marie, and his stepson, 
David Shelley, who is arranging 
for a Broadway revival of “Take 
a Chonece.” Funeral arrangements 


production of “Three Musketeers” | 


‘for U. S. television release utiliz- 
‘ing American actors. 

| Edwige Feuilliere getting part of 
' Penelope in forthcoming G. W. 
| Pabst version of “‘Ulyssees,” to be 
‘shot in Agfacolor in Italy. 

| Orson Welles’ “Macbeth” opened 
to excellent crix appraisal. Henri 
|Mangin of the conservative Le 
| Monde called it a brilliant film. 

| John Philippe Carson, formerly 
‘of N. Y. March of Time production 
| staff, transferred to Paris as as- 
‘sistant to Paris rep Gilbert Comte. 


| Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 
| Ealing’s latest pic, “Prelude,” is 
well underway at Pagewood. 

Joe E. Brown doing a daily col- 
/umn for major Aussie newspapers. 
| Mickey Rooney may do tour for 
|Harry Wren’s Celebrity Theatres. 
' Nick Pery, Columbia’s local top- 
‘per, visiting Batavia and Singa- 
pore on biz. ; 
| John Calvert, U. S. magico, play- 
‘ing New Zealand under J. Rook- 
{lyn management. 

Hygienic’s “Secrets of Life” is 
' still cleaning up in the nabes and 
| stix after key runs. 

Arthur Rigby a click in “One 
Wild Oat.” at the King’s Mel- 
bourne, for Fullers. 
| Williamson-Tait dickering for lo- 





| Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
| Catholic U.’s Speech and Drama | 
| Dept. revives George Ade’s “Col- | 
‘lege Widow” next Friday (14), with 
| Basil Langston directing. | 
| Scott Kirkpatrick, flack for the | 
| Gayety theatre, took over publicity | 
Prwrdge for Robins and Blood at! 
| their Million Dollar Pier legit in | 
| Atlantic City until fall unshutter- | 
ing of the D. C. legit. 
| John R. Nichols, Commissioner | 
of Indian Affairs; Sen. Clinton An- | 
derson and the press guests of | 
20th-Fox’s Tony Muto at a screen- | 
ing of “Broken Arrow” in com-| 
| pany’s new private “Little theatre. | 


San Francisco 


, By Ted Friend | 
A non wane at Blue Angel. 
ina fashington at L 
ee ae | 
Bill Clifford orch at Cl: 
hotel in Berkeley. a 
Elmer Peterson in to cover! 
| Korean news for KNBC. 
| Del Marco's and Miquelito Valdez | 
orch at Fairmont hotel’s Venetian | 
Room. | 
si “wre Russell in for Federa- | 
|tion of Business and Professional | 
| Women’s Club award. ine | 
Opening day boxoffice sale at | 
Opera House for “South Pacific” | 








“re bing made by Shelley and cal tour by the British Black Watch , hit $80,000-mark, with ticket buy- | 


fi'm producer Devid Butler, a 
longtime friend of DySylva 


Guer's hend this yoor 


j William Osborne, Allied Artists- 


ers standing six abreast from 4. 
a.m, until closing, 


| Smee: 
| Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
_ Edyth Bush Little Theatre offer- 
ing “Candlelight.” 
Old Logs strawhatter 
“Present Laughter.” 

“The Hasty Heart” current Pine 
Beach strawhatter opus. 

_ Lou Folds into Dorothy Lewis’ 
ice show at Hotel Nicollet Minne- 
sota Terrace. 

New York Theatre Guild-A.T.S. 
subscription season advance sale 
opened with “As You Like It,” 
“Come Back, Little Sheba,” “‘Dev- 
il’s Disciple” and “Arms and Girl” 
announced as tentative shows. 


Las Vegas 


Joe Bishop and Betty Reilly at 
El Rancho Vegas. 

Ted Lewis coming to Last 
Frontier for month’s date. 

Summer biz at all resort hotels 
well over last year despite addi- 
tional accommodations. 

_ Tony Martin at Flamingo get- 
ting biggest play in town, assisted 
by Frakson and Kurt Jons dancers. 

Billy Daniels held over at 
Thunderbird after hit perform- 
ances first two weeks. Dorothy 
Claire replaced Ink Spots in fea- 
tured spot. 

Current bands here include those 
of Matty Malneck, Flamingo; Clyde 
McCoy, Desert Inn; Al Donahue, 
Frontier; Sandy Sandifer, Thunder- 
bird; and Al Jahns, El Rancho 
Vegas. 


offering 





writer, 
wright 
produc 
wood % 


Lod 
manag 
of ma 
died © 
York J 

Bore 
came | 
age al 
self W 
his 40- 
atre a 
Charle 
with | 
the Lu 
came ¢ 
and Gi 
sentati 
produc 
Sulliva 
ducer 
pany 0 

Since 
genera’ 
and Ba 
manage 
atre, N 
the Plé 
Club; I 
dent of 
cal Ag 
vived b 
manage 


Rona 





televisi 
feature 
sical p 
New Y 
attack 3 
Born 
‘ame t 
yf 10. 
schools 
ended 
nia, wh 
ing rol 
Plavers 
Grah 
San Fr 
eral la 
alter Ww 
water J] 
he cam 
Broadw 
From 
portant 
plavs a 
cuse,” 
“The J 
Jupiter’ 
He was 


CHAI 


Wi 


Your 
JOH 





films. ii 
Ington.’ 
active j 

He | 
Sundstr 
a sister 


Marty 
since ¢ 
cello, N 
& heart 

Barre 
Jacob E 
Stage, 
In a pi 
Avenue 
The Vol 
4# perio: 
tel whe 

Barre 
On the 
fo burh 
comedi; 

roadw; 
ated pb 
Button 
National 
lion in 
— Survi 
“isMan 
with hp 
Mother 
and F 
hocker 
RKO th 


Mattie 
Per form 





-— = 2» Vv 


—— a as wa Ww 








Wednesday. July 12, 1950 


ARI 





Po eee TS, 






































p. G. (BUDDY) DE SYLVA 

Bp. G. (Buddy) DeSylva, song- 
writer, music publisher, _ play- 
wright and film and legitimate 


producer, died July 11 in Holly- 
wood at 55. tory on page 2. 


LODEWICK VROOM 
Lodewick Vroom, 68, producer, 
manager and press representative 


of many Broadway productions, 
died of a heart ailment in New 
York July 4. 

Born in St.-John, N. B., Vroom 


to this country at an early 
» and promptly identified him- 
self with the theatre. He began 
40-year association in the the- 


canis 


atre aS press representative for 
Charles Frohman and remained 
with him until his death aboard 


the Lusitania in 1915. He then be- 
came connected with Henry Miller 
and Gilbert Miller as press repre- 
sentative and manager. Later, he 
produced a revival of Gilbert & 
Sullivan operettas, and was pro- 
ducer with the New Opera Com- 
pany Of “Rosalinda” in 1942, 

Since that time he served ‘as 
general manager for Rita Hassan 
and Barnard Straus, and also was 
manager of the Henry Miller the- 
atre. N. Y. He was a member of 
the Players Club and Dutch Treat 
Ciub; he was also a former presi- 
dent of the Association of Theatri- 
cal Agents and Managers. Sur- 
vived by a son, Paul, also a theatre 
manager, 

RONALD GRAHAM 

Ronald Graham, 38, radio and 


In loving memory 


television singer who had _ been 
sical productions, died July 4 in 
New York. He suffered a heart 
attack a week ago. 

Born in Hamilton, Seotland, he 
‘ame to this country at the age 
f 10. He was educated in public 
schools in Alameda, Cal., and at- 
ended the University of Califor- 
nia, where he filled baritone sing- 
ing roles as a 
Plavers. 

Graham, who entered radio in 
San Francisco, had payts in sev- 
eral large commercial broadcasts 


alter winning the nation-wide At- | 


water Kent Radio Prize. In 1937 
he came to New York for his first 
Broadway role in “Virginia.” 
From 1938 to 1944 he had im- 
portant parts in such Broadway 
plavs as “The Boys From Syra- 
cuse,” “Du Barry W ; a Lady,” 
“The Lady Comes Across,” “By 


Jupiter” and “Dream With Music.” 
He was seen also in a number of 










CHARLOTTE LEARN GARRITY 
July 6, 1947 
We miss you Darling— 


Your Husband, $en and Daughter 
JOHN, JOHN, JR.. AND PATRICIA 





ilms, including “Ladies in Wash- 
Ington.” At his death he had been 
active in radio and television. 
He leaves his wife, Florence 
Sundstrom, an actress; his mother; 
a sister and two brothers, 


MARTY BARRETT 


Marty Barrett, 46, an actor 
since childhood, died in Monti- 





* heart attack. 


Barrett was the son of the late 
Jacob Baritz, a star of the Yiddish 
Stage, who died while appearing 
nN & performance at the Second 
Avenue theatre, N. Y., in 1931. 
rhe younger Barrett had finished 
* performance at a Monticello ho- 
‘el when he was stricken. 

Barrett began acting as a child 
on the Yiddish stage and went on 
to burlesque and vaudeville as a 
pmedian. He last appeared on 

roadway in 1948 in the role cre- 
te by Joey Faye in “High 

utton Shoes” and was with the 


lion in Chicago. 
,..Urviving are his wife, Goldie 
“isan Barrett, who appeared 
with him in a vaude act; his 
Nother and two brothers, Irving 
‘nd Leslie Barrett. Former is 
oer of one-niter vaude_ for 
KO theatres. 





MATTIE ROONEY 
Mattie Rooney, 72, former vaude 


(Ibee) whe left me July 16th, 1948. 


member of The | 


cello, N. Y., July 4, after suffering 


national company of that produc- | 


OBITUARIES 


; Rooney, Sr., died in Glendale, Cal., 
i July 9. Although she retired when 
|vaude went underground, she did 
|a comeback with “Ken Murray’s 
| acneete on the Coast in 1848 
and also appeared with it at the 
Ziegfeld, N. Y. 

Miss Rooney entered showbusi- 
ness when a youngster in an act 
with her brother, Pat, called “Chips 
| Off The Old Block’ (referring to 
their famous dad, for whom young 
Pat was named) at Tony Pastor’s 
Music Hall, N. Y. 
ried Marion Bent 
an act with her, 


and teamed in 
Miss Rooney met 


and married Clayton Kennedy, with | 


whom she did an act for years. 
In addition to her brother. she 

is survived by two sisters, Josie 

and Julia, also former troupers. 


JULIA ANDERSON 


Mrs. Julia Broaker, 86, Danish- 
born author and actress,. known 
professionally as Julia Anderson, | 


died in New York, July 3. 


On May 14, 1888, Mrs. Broaker | 


appeared in the role of Inez in “A 
| Wife’s Secret” at the Theatre Co- 
| mique in Harlem, with Rose Stahl, 
‘who was later. to win renown for 

her performance in “The Chorus 

Lady” and other plays. 

She was- married 

Broaker in 1886. He died in 1941. 

In 1890 she retired from the 
stage to devote her full 
| writing and community service 
|; work. Three of her plays were 
| produced in New York. They were 


to Frank 


i“The Day After,” in 1895; “Jack 


JACK PULASKI 


of my dear Jack 


—Lil. 


Cortney’s Wife.” in 1905, and 


featured in several Broadway mu-/| “Rainbow Follies of 1922.” written | 





‘in collaboration with James Dy- 
renforth. 
LOWELL BRENTANO 


Lowell Brentano, 55, author- 
playwright and son of the founder 
of ‘the Brentano bookstores chain, 
died of heart ailment in New York, 
July 8. 

Upon leaving college he joined 
his father’s firm but left it in 1933 
to devote his time to writing of 
plays and novels. Among his plays 
were “The Spider” (‘in collabora- 
tion with Fulton Oursler),. which 
had a Broadway run in 1926; “Zep- 
|pelin” ‘in collaboration with Earl 
|Crooker and Elbert Moore): ‘Fa- 
'milyv Affairs,” “Danger—Men Work- 
|ing” and “Great Lady,” a musical. 
{In addition, he had also written 
‘many novels and articles for vari- 
ous publications. 

Survived by mother and a sister. 


{ 





FRANK J. HOLLAND 


Frank J. Holland, 67. actor and 
producer, died July 8 in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

Holland was singing on the 
stage of the Iroquois theatre, Chi- 
cago. on Dec. 30, 1903, when a 
tragic fire broke out. A _ vaude- 
ville performer, circus owner and 
producer, he had written “Good 
Morning to You,” theme song of 
Don McNeil’s Breakfast Club radio 
program. His autobiography, 
“Trials and Smiles of Show Busi- 
ness,” is in the process of publi- 
cation. 

Since retiring from show busi- 
ness, he had worked with a surgi- 
cal supply firm. 


' 





JOSEPH D. MeELHINNEY 


Joseph D. McElhinney, 45, iden- | 


tified with the motion picture in- 
‘dustry in Seattle and the Orient 
for 25 years, died in Seattle, 
July 2. 

McElhinney ) 
representative for 20th-Fox in 
Singapore at the outbreak of the 
Second World War and was in- 
terned for 43 months. Kefore 
.the war he was a film salesman in 
‘Montana for 13 vears. 

After the war he returned to 
‘Seattle as salesman for Eagle Lion 
and later became branch manager. 


was Aa 





PERCY TELFORD 
Percy Telford, district manager 
‘of Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth, 
‘for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer of Aus- 


‘tralia, died July 8 in an automobile | 


accident there. J. O. Steedman, 
Melbourne branch manager, and 
J. P. Briscoe, Adelaide branch 


|manager, who were accompanying 
ihim, were seriously injured. 


They were en route to Sydney | 


to attend a branch manager's 


When Pat mar-| 


time to| 


distribution | 


_Metro in Australia since it was or- 
ganized 26 years ago. 


Mrs. Helen Holmes Saunders, 
|58, known in the silent film days 
for her serial, “The Hazards of 
Helen,” died after a heart attack 
/in Hollywood, July 8. 

Known professionally as Helen 
|Holmes, she was discovered by 


' 
' 


| omscandinsate 
| HELEN HOLMES 


ized later 


{ 
| 
| 


in hair-raising stunts 
that made her famous. 

She had been operating a small 
antique business in her San Fer- 
|'mnando home and had an extensive 
| collection of rare dolls. 


4 
} 
| 
| 
| 





MRS. DAVID BALABAN 


| Mrs. Katherine Katz Balaban, 
| widow of David Balaban, a co-foun- 
der of the Balaban & Katz theatre 
| chain, died July 8 in Miami. For- 
merly of Chicago, she had_ been 
traveling since the death of her 
husband a year ago. 

Her survivors are a son, Max; 
two daughters, Gail and Gloria; 
her mother, Mrs. Rose Katz, and 
three brothers, Harry, Marcus and 
Louis Katz. 





GEORGE W. REIFF 

George W. Reiff, 7}, 

vaude performer, died in 
land, July 7. 


former 


Early in his career he and his! 


brother, Julius, played the Coli- 
seum theatre in London and their 
act was the hit of the bill. For 
more than a quarter of a century 
Reiff toured the country in the 
vaude act, joined by Burleigh Mur- 
ray, who later became his wife. 
Survived by wife. 





SAM BERNARD 
Sam Bernard, 61, veteran 
and screen actor, died in Holly- 
wood, July 5. However, despite 
similarity of names, he is not to 
be confused with Sam Bernard of 
Weber & Fields Music Hall fame 
and later Broadway musicomedy 

| star, who passed away in 1927. 
Survived by wife and two sisters. 


legit 


| 
| 
E. L. REIFF 

E. Lewis Reiff. 67, former treas- 
urer of Keith theatre, Philadel- 
phia, died last week at his home 
in Primos, Pa. 
| In recent years, Reiff conducted 
| a mid-town insurance agency. His 
| wife and a daughter survive. 








Wally Downey’s sister. Maude 
Ruggeri, 52, died in Salt Lake 
City, June 29, of cancer. Surviv- 


ing are her husband, Dr. Charles 
Ruggeri, and two children. Downey 
|is the music publisher and foreign 
| consultant to ASCAP. 


| George Ziegler Lawson, 53. who 
| for 12 years was in the advertising 
jart department of Warner Bros. 
| Theatres in Philadelphia, died in 


| Pennsauken, N. J., July 5. Survived | 


| by wife, son and daughter. 


| Mother of David A. Lipton. Uni- 
, versal - International 
/ director, died in Chicago July 9. 
'She also leaves three other sons 
| and a daughter. 


| 
} 


| Marvin Lee Sutton, 57. chief of | 


the lighting fixture department at 
| 20th-Fox for 15 years, died in Hol- 
_lywood July 8 of cerebral throm- 
' bosis. 





Husband, 52, of Belle Mever, 
secretary of Sam Seidelman, Eagle 
|Lion Classics foreign manager. 
i|died of a heart ailment in New 
yor July 8. 
| Mother, 70, of Dick Gabbe. of 
‘the personal management firm of 
Gabbe, Lutz & Heller, died in New 
York, July 3. 





Mother of Fanny and Kitty 
Watson, vaude team, died in Buf- 
falo, N. Y., July 8. Another daugh- 
ter also survives. 


Mother, 47. of Rosalind Patton, 
vocalist in the Elliot Lawrence 
orch, died July 1 in Philadelphia. 
Survived by two daughters. 


| Brother of Arthur McManus of 
20th Century-Fox’s St. Louis sales 
staff died of pneumonia in Panama 
June 27. 





Monroe Wayne, 47. engineer for 
Decca Records since that firm was 
' organized, died July 6 in Santa 
| Monica, Cal. 





Candido, 
in Santa 


| Father, 66, of Candy 
‘comedian, died July 5 
Monica, Cal. 





| Mother, 66, of Patricia Duff of 
| Warners studio, died July 7 in 


Performer and sister of Pat meeting. Telford had been with North Hollywood. 


| Mack Sennett in 1912 and special- | 


Cleve- |, 


ad - publicity | 


MARRIAGES 


Patricia Northrup to Ray Hyson, 
Chicago, July 7, Bride is principal 
| player in Chi “Oklahoma” cast; 
‘he’s in “Roarin’ Twenties” at the 
| Blackhawk, Chi. 


| Sara Dillon to Shepard Coleman, 

Chicago, July 8. Bride is come- 
| dienne in Chi company of “Okla- 
| homa”; he’s a musician. 


| 

| Lucia Parks to Tommie Timlin, 

| Boston, June 19. Both are dancers. 
Patricia Johnson to Warren 

Schmoll, Plymouth, Wisc., July 3. 


| Both are understudies in the tour-! 


ing “Oklahoma.” 


Trudy Lucas to Joe Ames, Chi- 
'eago, July 7. He’s of the Ames 
| Bros. vaude and nitery act. 
| Felicia Schiff Warburg to Robert 
William Sarnoff, New York, July 7. 
He’s son of Brig. Gen. David Sar- 
noff, chairman of the board of 
Radio Corp. of America, and with 
National Broadcasting Co.; she’s 
non-pro. 

Sheila Mary Whelan to Richard 
Fulmer Decker, Stamford, Conn., 
July 8. Bride is a concert singer 
and legit actress. 


Eleanor Auby to W. Preston 
Wood, New York, July 10. He's a 
television director with Young & 
Rubicam agency. 

Anna Buck to Pfe Dick Einfeld, 
‘San Francisco, July 7. He’s the 
son of 20th-Fox veepee Charles 
Einfeld and in the Signal Corps. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Cy Wagner, son, 
Chicago, June 29. Father is radio 
and television director of Mutual 
Entertainment Agency there. 





Mr. and Mrs. Felix Salmaggi, 
daughter, New York, July 1. 
Father is company manager of 


Popular Price Grand Opera Co. 
and managing editor of music mag 
International Lyrie Courier. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Harmon, 
| daughter, Hollywood, July 4. Fath- 
ler is a writer-producer. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Baumberg, 

son, Brighton, Mass., June 25. 
|Father is assistant manager of 
Metropolitan theatre, Boston. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Allentuck, 
son, New York, July 8. Father 
is general manager for legit pro- 
ducer Kermit  Bloomgarden; 
mother is legit actress Maureen 
' Stapleton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sid O. Roye. 
,daughter, Kew Gardens, N. Y.. re- 


| 
| 


cently. Father is an artist in Uni- 
versal-International sales promo- 
tion dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert William 


Jackson, daughter, New York, July 
9. Father is son of vet agent Billy 
‘(and Rosalie) Jackson. 

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Moss, 
son, Santa Monica, July 9. Mother 
is Jane Withers, screen actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Hall, Jr.., 
daughter, Englewood, N. J., July 
,8. Father is a radio announcer and 
son of Jack Pearl’s straight man. 

| 


"Quaker Oats | 


Continued from page 27 eee 

















‘ean life at every level, including 
singing and dancing. Roy Rogers 
and Dale Evans, who are sponsored 
by Quaker on radio, have been 
tentatively set to top the guest list 
on the preem. 

Deal marks the return of the 
| Stone outfit into the packaging 
| business. Stone recently had de- 
| cided to devote most of his activi- 

ties to merchandising items en- 
| dorsed by “Howdy Doody,” Jackie 
| Robinson, etec., maintaining only 
| the “Howdy” show on TV. With 
| the pacting of “Americana,” NBC's 

,Sunday programming will have 
| Burr Tillstrom’s “Land of Oz” fol- 
‘low from 5:30 to 6 and the ‘“Hopa- 
long Cassidy” westerns from 6 to 7. 
| Agency for Quaker Oats is Sher- 

man & Marquette. 











‘Miss Television’ 














= Continued from page 2? = 


signed with Schwimmer since the 
plan was announced here last 
week. He hopes the final lineup 
will include about 50 outlets. Eight 
stations report contests have been 
/sold for local sponsorship. 

Plans for the 1951 contest are 
more elaborate. This year Radio 
' Feature’s tranchise goes for $1, but 
tap next year will be steeper. In 
1951 it’s planned to make the local 
elimination contest a _ six-month 
buildup, with the local winner to 
walk off with $5,000 to $10,000 in 
prizes, and the national. winner to 
be guaranveed from $25,000 to $50,- 
000 in prizes, plus a year's video 
,contract. 











. s | 
Legit Financing 
Continued from page 2 


er, having taken $50,000 which he 
split up among friends. Ralph 
Hart, another businessman investor 
in Blondes,” also has a hunk of 
“The Medium” pic. Other share- 
holders include playwright Moss 
Hart, legit producer Joseph Hy- 
man, Hollywoodite George Sidney, 


radio package producer Mildred 
Fenton, Irvin Wolf, exee of the 
May Cos. in Pittsburgh, Clinton 
Wilder, Ellis Slater, David Cantor, 
stage manager of “The Consu!.” 
and Charles Pratt, assistant stave 
manager. 

In addition to Miss Powers, Leo 
Coleman, of the original company, 
will be in the film. Also a possi- 
bility is Evelyn Keller, although 
Lowendahl is still testing other 
singers. Only three additiona! prin- 
cipals are needed. They have not 
been inked yet. 

Menotti, who is directing a “‘the- 
atre-in-the-round” version of “The 
Medium,” to open at the Edison 
hotel. N. Y., July 19, will also di- 
rect the film. Since this is his, first 
film chore, he’ll be backed up by 
Alex Hammid as combo co-director 
and chief cameraman. 

Menotti is also expanding the 60- 
minute Broadway version to 75 to 
80 minutes for the film, by adding 
music. No distrib has been set for 
the pic, although Lowendahl has 
been approached by Selznick Re- 
leasing Organization and some of 
the majors who are interested in 
possibly handling it. Lowendahl 
will wait until it’s finished before 
making a deal. 


|W te census 


Continued from page 27 














eee aca me 
is being produced just a split sec- 
ond before we see it. The whole 
program becomes a vital, living 
presentation which holds our at- 
tention and increases our interest.” 

However, the report points out, 
there are some disadvantages in 
using video for training, particu- 
larly in the lack of communication 
between the classroom and the in- 
structor. Also, the inflexibility of 
the time schedule imposes a 
rigidity ‘vhich prevents serving 
the needs of Individual classes. 

The video training experiment. 
conducted in conivnction with the 
1950 census, had its initial tryout 
in Inte March in cooveration with 
the Special Devices Center of the 
Navy Dept. Ten geographical zones 
on Long Island served as locations 
with five classes of 20 urban enru- 
merators each trained entirely hv 
video and their crew leaders, while 
five others were trained in the con- 
ventional manner, as were other 
enumerators throughout. the coun- 
trv. The iatter 100 is to serve as 
the control group for the experi- 
ment. 

The training program was tele- 
cast from Sands Point. L. I.. via 
closed circuit, to five class rooms, 
two at Sinds Point and three at 
the U. S. Merchant Marine Aced- 
emy, about 15 miles away. The 
video teaching :- was interspersed 
throughout the regular training 
program on eaeh of four days. 


’ y 

DuMont’s 50% 
smu Continued from page 27 =) 
their pacting for exclusive video 
rights to the Saturday night sports 
events at Madison Sq. Garden, 

















N. Y. Next move might he on 
Sunday nights, where NBC will 
have its big-name’ variety show 


bucking directly against Ed Sullie 
van's high-rated “Toast of the 
Town” on CBS. DuMont believes 
that it could turn out a good hour- 
long dramatic package in tliat 
Sunday night at 8 slot and, even 
though such a show might not draw 
the ratings of the two competing 
vaudeo presentations, it could still 
pay off handsomely for an adver- 
tiser. 

Also in DuMont’s thinking is an 
expansion of its present daytime 
operation once the current base- 
ball season winds. DuMont pio- 
neered in daytime video and made 
the venture pay off. Since talent 
for pre-supper programming usual- 
ly costs less than the top names on 
nighttime video, the web thinks 
that spending some of its new pro- 
gram budget for daytime expane- 


i sion might be a wise move. 
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—HIS MAGIC PIANO “OSCAR” 
—and his ORCHESTRA 


THANKS: 


to the late Ernie Byfield and Frank Bering, Jim 

Hart and Pat Hoy for the opportunity to Score, 

Conduct, and Play “Salute to Cole Porter”, 

"Salute to Rodgers and Hammerstein’, and “The 

College Inn Story", the most successful shows ever mer, 
perot 


produced at the College Inn, Hotel Sherman. A P 
oo CHICAGO THEATRE © | |. 
for | 
THANKS: : : Box 


to the many Disk Jockeys, Coin Machine Opera- 


Was 












and 

OPENING JULY 14 elem 
many 

e 
varie 
upon 
Vang 


























tors, Record Dealers and Distributors for their 
wonderful support in launching my first record for 2 WEEKS Wai 
“BEWITCHED”, V 
THANKS: 
to Harry Levine (booker Paramount Theatres) Pi 
and Nate Platt Managing director Chicago he 9 
Theatre. whic! 
tM bai of 
and THANKS: Shi 
to Arena Stars Incorporated, Ralph Wonders and ; as 
Leonard Romm for assuming the difficult duties of e TOWER RECORDS e ciate 
personal management, and allowing me more time = Fores 
to devote to "OSCAR" the Magic Piano; for their 7g 


unceasing efforts in guiding my career and ar- ae 
ranging for the privilege of playing to the gen- Personal Management: ) War 
eral public in theatres, hotels and clubs through- e ( Ex 

: ' the ( 


out the world. 
; late 


' 366 North Camden Drive, Beverly Hills, California warti 
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